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COMMENTS ON IRISH SUBJECTS.—WILFUL
' DECEFTION,

TO THH EDITOR OF THE NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

Christchurch, June 190,
Sir.—We are now 8o acenstomed to seeing Itishmen maligned in the
New Zealand Press, that each fresh bateh of falseboods ig accepted
as & matter of course by the Irish reader. That column of mail
summary devoted to Ireland has always the same face fall of Yies,
Its compilers do not even try to hide the cloven hoof under the cover
of an occasional impartial summary. Noj they seem as if they
could not afford to lose even one opportunity to raise prejudice in
the minds of our fellow-Colonists agaiost everybody and everything
Irish. Bee the eensational headings, in large type, to make known
the only outrage committed in the whole world ; and to mske sure
that no eye will miss the phenomenen, the like of which had never
been known.

O, murderers and outragers, and swindlers unheard of, who fill
the gaols of England, how virtuous you are in some people’s eyes in
compariton to an Irish peasant who will not pay his rent] And how
emphatically certain all these outrages and explosions become when
they are stamped with the eeal of authority by eur lecal editors
who have always a preat stomach full of boly indignation to pour
out in true catch-penny style,

' But, sir, this subject of character-murdering, though a grave one,
has sleo its Indierons side, I ones kmew a journalist on a
paper in Christchnreh, and indeed many knew him, His reputation
was that he would never pay a penny of his just debts, if he eould
help it, Now, sir, would not any unaccomplished person think that
this biped wonld find the % No Rent ” manifesto of the Land League
to be in sympathy with his natoral tendency? One would
think that the pbrase * pay no rentwonld have g charm for him,
Baut I can assure yon, sir, that in those days there was no more vigo-
Toua denouncer of the mean Irish than this editor, who conld hardly
express his scorn for the people who would not pay their lawegl
rent-—lawful becanse he had made up his mind it was dne of them,
Even this specimen of human consistency is every day sarpaesed by
many colonial writers on Irish topics. How readily and justly they
will pounce on the presiding magistrate of a court of justice if it
become known that he has not given an impartial hearing to both
sides of the cnse. Yet these very editors when passing judgement on
events in Irish politice show unmistakably that they have based their
decisions on the evidence of the Eaglish Press alone—they will not, I
believe, even deny that they never see the accredited organs of the
Irish people ; or thet they have never consulted the psges of any
eminent Irish authority. In the face of this, is it not deplorable to
think that such writers are daily at work, in building up barriers of
class prejudice between us and the other nationalities in these
Colonies ? I cannot help saying that all sense of honor, the very
gonls of men, must have fled those cowardly panderers to the national
prejudices of a dominent class. To scream omt the faults of our
countrymen is not the only stock trick of the eolonia] Press ; to hide
their virtues and their merits is alan one of its daily troubles,

& glaring example of strong bigotry is afforded by the promi-
nence which two of our papers have given to the uatruthful report,
that to a Beotch regiment belongs the honour and glory of winning
the battle of Tamanieb,

A friend of mine sent to the S%ar an extract similar to what
appeared in the TABLET, which extract shows, on the authority of
English correspondents, that it wasthe Royal Irish Fusiliers who saved
the Black Watch and two English regiments from disgraceful defeat,
Note the reply to the request that the trath would be published ;
this Star Rditor suys :—* If ‘Isleward ® will write a snitable poer on
the subject weshall be most happy to publish it.” No doubt this was
intended for a very killing piece of sarcasm, but the Star's correspon-
dent seems not to be a believer in the divine right of editors; for,
instead of the poem, he addressed to the editor a reply which may
not be uvinteresting to your readers. Of course I need not say the
Stzr did not publish it; donbtless, the editor of the Star did not
expect so rauch plain speaking, In concluding this Iong Ietter Imust
ask permiesion to bring before your readersin a future and briefer
letter, another glaring abnse which shall claim atiention,—Yours, eto,

PrEPEE,

“T0 THE EDITOR OF TEE ‘ETAR,’

*¢ 8ir,—I regret very much that I had been unable to give an ear.
lier acknowldgement of your very kind offer, which gives me the
opportunity of distinguishing myself in the manufactore of poetry
“ smitable " to your columns. And were I ever so inclined to avail
myself of the heaven-born distinction to become a Star poet, I should
be still under the necessity of asking your assistanes to obtain the
mastery of that very pregpant and all-knowing phrase “ gnitable
poem.” You may, Mr. Editor, be a Macaulay or a Jefrey for anght
I knew, and be as capable to pass jundgment on the merits of a
poem as you most undoubtedly are to expressan opinion on the
suitableness of some candidate for, say, the drainage Board ; though,
8ir, you must feel that there are some editors whom nature especially
qualified to dilate on a suitable drain, yet denied them the faculty of
Judging the merits of a “snitable poem.” I, therefore, think it just
to my poetic aspirations to decline your kinduess, and in deing so
beg to say that the same fate which has nailed yourself to the editorial
chair of an evening paper has given to me bu the power to contri-
bute to your columna the plain trath in plain prose,

“ But the plain truth i plain pross was not enitable, and to be
candid with yon I hardly thought it would be where Ireland and

Irishmen are concerned. The attempt to have the Star publish the
trth on this oceasion was a mere experiment ; and my failure did
not disappoint me. . Why should it, when after five of six years
experience of your paper, 1 know yonr motto to be—*‘That no
scandal about Irishmeen is, too glaring or too nnjust for publication ;
that no bravery, however etriking ; no exploits however brilliant ; no

virtnes, however high, must get a place in your paper it Irishmen ate
the actors,’

Tommercral

——————

Mg, DONALD STRONACH (on behalf of the New Zealand Loam and
Mercantile Agency Company, Limited) reports for the week ending
June 11, as follows :—

' Fat Cattle.—There waa only a moderate number-viz., 151 head
—forward for sale this day, snd nearly all were lights weights and
medium quality. Owing to the last two or three weeks' markets
being over-supplied, and the trade baving stosks on hand, the market
was dull, Best bullocks brought £7 5s to £8 ba ; others, £4 7g6d
to £6 Ba ; and cows in proportion. We sold on acconnt of Messrs,
Wayne and Leary (Akatore), 6 bullocks at £6 158 to £7 105; W,
Dunn (Deborah); 18 bullocka at £5 155 to £7 bs, 3 cowa at £5 17s
6d ; R, Paton [Fukeuri), 2 bullockaat £7 58, 1 cow at £655,2 do at
#£47s 6d ; and quote prime beef 208, medinm 185 to 17a 6d per 1001b.

Fat Calves.—Five were yarded, and sold at up to31s each,

Fat Sheep.—The pens only contained 1308 head, of which about
400 were merinos, is emall nurmber forward caunsed brisker com-
petition, and an advance of aboub 28 per heud over last week's prices
wad obtained. Best cross-breds brought 17z to 18s ; others, 11s to 158
94, We sold, on account of Messrs, H, and T. Little (Ngapara), 52
cross-bred wethers at 18s; Q. H, Jessep (Ngapara), 28 do do at 16s
6d ; J. C. Buckland (Tumai), 250 do ewes at 153 8d to 175, We quote
mutton at 21d to 244 per ib, i

Fat Pigs.—129 were yarded, for which thers was good competi-
tion, bacon pigs fetching 503 to 93a; others, from 183 to 458, = We
sold 6 at 48s, 3 at 65e, and 3 at €9s,

Btore Cattle and Store Bheep.—We have no transactions o
report.

P Bheepekins,—At our weekly auction on Monday we offsred a
large catalopue, The attendance of buyers was good, and prices
realised, good under competition, were higher than those cbtainad last
week. Dry cross-breds bronght 1s 8d to 4s; do, merinos, 18 3d to
43 6d ; preen cross-breds, 2s 1d to 35 6d ; do.merinos, 2s to 3s 3d.

Rabbitskine,—The supply coming forward does not give much
scope for extensive aperations, bat for all offered thers is good
competition, best skins fetching 1s 94, We sold at suction on Mon-
day: JE, 2 bagaat 7d; 1 bale at 1s; NT, 1 do. at 1s04d; WO in
triangle, 2 do.,, 132}d; J,1do.154d; 2 do, 1s 6d; WC'in triangle
6 at 1s 7d per 1b. .

Hides,—The market remains unchanged, and all parcels coming
forward, eapecially heavy sorts, meet ready sale at from 234 to 43d
according to weight and quality,

Tallow.--We offered & moderate cataloguc on Monc}ay. The
attendance was good, but competition lacked spirit, and prices ruled
lower,

Grain.—Wheat is exceedingly difficult to move, It would
require considerable concession on the part ofholders to push business,
to which the majority decline to accede. Day by dny prices offered
are lower, and only prime milling saleable in limited parcels. We
guote prime milling velvet and Tuscan, 3s 3d to 8s 4d ; medium, 23
94 to 38 2d ; fowls’ wheat, 25 to 28 6. Oats: The demand for the
last few days is not 6o active. Thin and discoloured sorts are almost
neglected, while bright] short kindy meet with buyers atabout last
week's rates viz., stort bright milling, 2s 1d ; short bright feed, 2s ;
thin and discoloured, 1s 10dito 1s 11d, ex store, Barley : Prime heavy
Malting is in fair demand at from 25 10d to 4s 2d ; medinm, 35 64 to
9894 ; and milling, 28 9d to 33 3d.—Ryegrass Seed: There is no
inquiry for this,

FRODUCE MAREET.—JUNE 12,

Mz. ¥, MEENAN, Great King street, reports : —Who'esae prices
for the week are as follows, including bags: Oats, |Is 94
to 28 ; milling wheat, 35 6d to 35 9d; fowls, 28 to 28 10d ; barley,
malting, 3a 6d to 48 3d ; milling, 23 64 £o 38 6d ; caten hay new, £3 10z
Tye-grass, £3 ; chaff, £3 to £8 10s ; straw, £2 ;bran, £4 55 ; poliard,
£4 108 ; flour, £9 to £9 10s; oatmeal, £11 105 ; fresh butter, medinm
to prime, 10d to 1s 14 ; egge, 1a10d | salt butter, 84 to 9d ; cheese, 434 ;
bacon, sides, 84 ; hams, 10d ; rolls, 84 ; potatoes, £2 bs.

MEssgs, MERCER BROS,, Princes street, report :—Fresh bubter,
in 1b. and 1Ib, prints), best quality; 15 1d per lb. ; ordinary bniter,
18 per 1b. ; egzs, 18 11d ; roll bacon, 8d per b, ; good salt butter, in
kegs, 9d per 1b,; cheese, 4d per lb, ’

e

Lahouchere, whose free use of a sardonic pen in his sparkling
society-paper, Trutk, goes far towards proving that the name is no
misnomer, declares a London court ¢ drawing_-mom ™ in the reign of
Queen Victoria to be * as discreditable and inhuman a spectacla as
can be conceived,” He gives a harrowing description of the privas
tions of ladies attending these drawing-rooms, The.costume they
bave to wear is a shock to decency aud the ccmmenta they hav:f

listen to, while waiting for hours in the broad day light in their
ringes under the inspection of a London mob, are an cutrage to il
ears of any woman. When at leneth they enter the drawing-room
“ naked, blue-nosed and aghamed,” they are met by a:chill inhospi-
tality which, it appears does not provide them with a glaga of sherry
to not as a reviver or a demi-verre of brandy to keap out the cold.—
“Pilet, N : :



