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MR. HENRY GEORGE ON THE LAND
' QU ESTION,

————

MR. HEXRY GEORGE, was has returned to London from his tour in
Beotland, paid a visit to the office of the Pall Mall Garette and gave
his impressions of the position of the land movement, He reported
that his tour in Scotland had been & splendid suecess, and that the
Beottish Land Restoration Lesgue # meant business.”

The report of the interview then proceeds : —% You thiak the
people won't stand what you call ‘plander®? That is all yon people
here in London kuow aboutit! Mr, Wallace wrote to me after the
St, James's Hall meeting, and said that I was doing more harm by
my doctrine of confiscation than all the good I bad done by work for
nationalisation ; and ke asserted that if the issue bad been clarly
put to the Bt. James’s Hall meeting of nationlisation with confiscaction,
or nationalisation with compensation, the majorisy wonid have boen
in favour of compensation. As Mr Wallace made this ag -ertion, I
made ita point of potting the question plamp and clear at all my
subsequent meetings—are you for confiscation or compensation ?—
and I found almost to a man for confiscation. Don’t you make any
mistuke ; the public is ripe for plunder.’ Of course,” gaid Mr George,
with a merry twinkle in his blue eye, ¢ there are some mathods of
compensation that I den’t very much object to. For instance, it was
proposed in one meeting to compensate tbe landlords by giving them
acre for acre of all the land they had possessed, but in this way they
would give up their land at home, and the Btate would give them s
similar ares in Australis or in Canada, Then Miss Helen

aylor made an admirable suggestion at a meeting near
irmingham, oShe was lecturing on behalf of the Land
Mationalisation® Society, which believes ia compensation.

# Compensate,” said Miss Taylor, “ compensate ths lzndlords by all
means ; that must be regarded as a fixed principle, The question
then arises as to where the funds are to come from, The answer is
simple. Let the landlords restore the whole of the land tax, with
campound interest, that has been due by them to the State since the
days of Charles the Second, and when thay have made restitution of
this money we shall be able to compensate them for all the land
whick it can be shown they have bought and paid for with money
earned by the awesat of their brow.”

* You talk about plunder I"' said Mr, George, rising and pecing
the room-—* wherever I went I heard of plunder. Plunder the most
sbameful, most foul, kept up year after year, and generation after
generation, by the landlords, Plunder! Plunder of tenants F
plunder of municipalities ; plunder of men of bnsiness ; plunder in all
directions, There was not a place that I visited that could not give
me instances by the dogen of the most scandalous spoliation on the
part of the landlords, They are stealing commons at this moment ;
stealing them wholesale without regard to the rights of the people.
I hardly visited a town, I repeat, which could not point to common
lands that had_been filched from the people by the universal thief."
“And yet we do not propose,” continued Mr. George, with an sir
virluous magnanamity, “we do not propose to demand restitution
from these plunderers, We are content if they simply give back that
which is not their own, aud restore to the nation its natural in-
beritance.” .

*Yon talk of the Ten Commandments! I am all for the Tea
Commandments,” said Mr, George. *Restoration iz the fulfilment
of the Ten Commandments. It ig the stopping of the universal breach
of the eighth commandment’on the part of the landlords. Bub of
course I am not so sanguine as to hope that we will be able t gain
popular rights all at ouce, All that we can hope to do is to make a
heginning, and that Y am glad to beliave has already been made. I
have sowed the good seed far and wide through the length and
breadth of the land, and it will spring up and bring forth froit, in
bome cases twenty, iu some thirty, and some a hundredfold,”

“ Mr. Frederic Harrison, T see, has besn lecturing in reply to me ;
but how such a clever man as he could ever tale up with such
Preposterous notions I never oan imagine, He seems 1o have a kind
of idea that the land cannot get on without landiords ; and that if
there were no landlords the land would go out of cultivation, A
moet extraordinary idea, which need hardly be noticed. The Dule
of Argyll, I hear, s going to reply to me, I wish he wonld, He bas
the reputation in Scotland of being the hardest landlord in the
country, The Irish boycotted me almost everywhere, The word was
passed round that I kad to be given the cold shonider ; but the leaven
is working in Ireland tco, Mr. Michael Davitt bas, I am told,
written an article in the new magazine which puts his position
plainly. They have got the money, but we have got the ideas ; and
the ideas will tell in the long 1un,”

It was explained to Mr, George in a few words that Lord
Balisbury intended to reject the bill owing to the absence of great

ublic and violent pressure in its favour, * That's it, is it 7" sald Mr.
earge. “Well, he is likely to have it ; and more than he likes
before he has done,  Wherever I go about the country, in the towns
or the rural villages, I find that the people have set their minds npon
this bill. They expect it ; they are caleulating coofidently upon it,
and what it is going to bring them ; and if they don’t gt it, there
will be a yow,that’s all! Pressure, he wants, does he 7 Violent
pressura ! When that becomes thoronghly known you will not need
to take much pains to evoke a demonstration which will teach the
Lozrds a thing cr two, This social movement belps the franchise
agitation, The people are beginning to see what they can get by the
ote, and they mean to have it. Of course, on the other band, it may
}tensify the @pposition of those who think they have everything to
¢ 1080 ; but no one can doubt how the fight will end, The Lords may
oppose the bill and throw it out, but they will make, that kind of
mistake ence too often. Then, sir, we shall see changes greater than
Pecthaps their lordships expect,”
P ——

[ADVT.]—Kidney cornplaint, one of the most common and yet
most neglected diseasea of this country, can be zeadily cured by the
use of Hop Bitlers, See,

IRISH EXILES IN CANADA,

—_————

A coPY of the Toronto’ Globe of March the 10th has just reached us
(Vation, April 5). It contains tue following barrowing account of
the terrible state of misery in which the Irish emigranis are ateeped.
The report as we raprint it should certaiuly make Irishmen and
Irishwomen pause before they bliadly leave their native land for a
raign countyy ;— .

Emei?t. isi:ow S;everal months since the attention of the people of
Toronto was directed to the miserable condition of t:h::T Ivisa immi-
grants on Oonway-street aad in the nelghboqrhuod. The ou_t.burs_t. of
indignant astonishment which for a time aglta_ted the public mind,
has given place sumewhat to other and happier matters. But. j.he
state of the immigrants remains much as befors; their coudlthg
has been improved in no material point, Abject poverty and squali

migery are still supreme amoagss them, Their wretched ezistences

.are prolonged from day to day ou the charity issning from the soup-

kitchen which has been established in their midst, Dady at 12
o'clock the soup-kitchen is sarrounded and invaded by a mass of
men, women, and children, the rags which serve ag their clothing
waving with the wind, aod their gaunt cheeks aad hollow eyes
telling only too truly of their famisned condition. Taey receive the
loaf or half-loaf of bread waich is to lessen the pangs of huoger of
three or four paracus for lwenty-four hours, and disperse to their
wretched homes. There is, in most cases, no preteacs of makingz a
meal of it. The bread is broken inte hunches, d1qtnbu.ted_ to the
members of the family, and eaten as keen huager will alone impel a
human being to eat. The external and internil appearances of the
homss of these unfortunate people accord caly too aptly with what
bas been previously stated, The doors and windows are in the last
state of dilapidation—the former generally hang loosely upou‘ oge
hinge, a3 though already anxious to become kindling wood ; ¢ fis
latter consist of a combination of rags, paper, a.n_d glass, all begrime
with dirt, and admitting into the houses a dim, unacertain _llght,
whioh prevents the full extent of the internal wretchedness being ab
first seen, Within ara generally living two or three families, number-
ing from twelve to twenty men, women, an_d children, each hogs]z
having five or six rooms, Some rooms are literally without a stic
of furniture, and dirty, ragged children, careless or ignorant of
their deplorable plight, play about on the unswept. dirty floor. Ot]‘;xe:
families revel in the luxury of a chair, and, perhaps, a table. Bu
everywhere actual poverty is rendered more miserable by the utter
lack of order and cleanliness which marks the inmates of the house
no less than the homges themselves. The husbands and fathers of
tha families thus buddled tegether in mirery all profess themselvlgs
as being willing to work if they could get anything to do, but maIe
the profession with an air of utter hopelessness and despondency, : n
hardly one instance is the head of the family engaged in any regutil
employment. The earnings of one day’s wm:[c through_ the week, the
soup-kitchen, the House of Iudustry, and private charity, ha.w:aB sug;
ported father, mother, and children all throngh the winter., But i
one would see the normal expression of the faces of these men
undergo a change, let him inquire into the reasons which induced
their immigration into Canada. In an instant leopeleast}eas ang
despondency give place to anger and resentment, Corses bitter g.nh
deep rise to their lips, and threats are made .of the vengeance Whlg s
should they ever get an opporfunity, they will visit upon those who,
by false representation and fair promises, induced them tocome to
the conntry. It wounld seem that great imposition was practised
upon these people, They came chiefly from Galway .::ountj:].:l in
Ireland, Here they were poor indeed, but many [emoves from their
present wretched condition ; one of them remarked, * I wag earning
nearly £1, and my oldest boy four shillings every week, and we
could live hetter on that jn Ireland than 12 dollars or 14 dollars a
week here,” This man has & mother, a wife, and seven children
dependent upon him, and himself dependant, in turn, upon charity
for a crust of bread. He continued—" The agent promised us fres
living for twelve months after we arrived here, and said we should
all have good situations or free lands provided us during thg;t time.
Och ! but I would like to have him bere, bad lpck to him ! So_m;
of the immigrants were, upon their own confessions, inmates of Iris
workhouses, where their misery was less, and theiv dapendence upgn
charity not greater, than now, after having been nearly a year }i]il t i
country, which wag held out to them as affording such 3 magnificen
certainty of prosperity. Resentment against the ml_srep_resentmg
emigration agents in Ireland is the ruling passion in their minds, an
almost the only vestige of civilised humanity that remaias to them,
i

Heartrending stories coutinue to reach us from Canada of the
terrible hardships which the Irish emigrants have still to endure
in Toronto. The Toronto &lebe of the 10th inst., which is to hand
this week, haa a pitiable tale to tell of the condition of the Irish
people who were induced to leave their own country to seitle in
Canada, Although several months have elapsed (says the Glode),
since public attention was directed to these poor creatures, nothing
has becn done as yet to alleviate their sufferings. Their condition
has not been improved in cne material point. Their wretched exis-
tences, we are told, are prolonged ifrom day to day on the charity
which issues from a soup-kitcben, The ptctnra, of Inigery drawg by
the writer is a fearful one, * Daily at twelve o’clock,” he says, * the
soup-kitehen is surrounded and invadgd by a mass of men, women,
and children, the rags which serve as their clothing waving with t];la
wind, and thelr gaunt cheeks and hollow eyes telling only tco truly
of their famished condition.” The miserable hovels in which the
poor creatures are living, are in the last stage 9[’ dilapidation, some
rooms being literally withont a serap of furniture. The busbands
and fathers of familles profess themselves as being WIIng" to work,
but no work is to be had. The Trades and Labour Council of
Torcnto bas held an important meeting and adopted a report in
which the system which encourages 1mm1grat10tt‘ 1o Gan?.da 'Ilnde'l;
the present depressing outlook is denounced re *simply infamous,

—Nation, March 29,



