
patbe

familias ?

The Rev. Dr. Stuart has returned to the charge,
Referring to the letters of theBishopof Dunedin,
fromwhich we havequotedabove,attheadjourned

meetingheld onMonday, the rev.gentlemansaid,
as reported by the Evening Star, "that some Roman Catholic
childrenmight have joined with the Protestant children in singing
hymns; but he was satisfied that they did not do so by
the consent or instructions of the Committee. He hoped that it
wouldbe understoodthroughout the length and breadth of Otago
that this Society hadneverinterfered, nor intended to interfere, with
the religionof theRoman Catholic inmate?.—(Applause.) He was
pleasedto read themanly letter of Mr. Bennie,in which he gave a
fiat denial that theCommitteehad beenguilty of the base conduct
imputed to them byBishop Moran. He hopedthat theBishop would
withdrawhis statement, and join his fellow-citizens in supporting
the Institution.—(Applause )" This our readers will perceive to be
a speech thatmight be made by a manwilling toact the bully and
able to dosobecausehe hadthemob at his back.—lt might,moreover,
be the speechofamaneithercapahleof tellinga falsehood,orso stupid
astomisunderstandplainEnglish, for if our readers will refer to the
extractswe havetakenfrom theBishop's letters theywill see that the
statementsmade in these letterswere altogetherdifferentfrom those
assumed by Dr. Stuart. Butof the sincerity with which Dr. Stuart
pretends tocondemn any intention to pervertthe faithof Catholics
anddefends the committeeagainst such animputation we obtain a
proof a little further on, where the rev. doctor is thus reported ofi
referring to a statement made by the Chairman relative to the
instructionsgiven by theuncle of threeCatholic children that they
should not be brought up inany Church. "The Rev. Dr. Stuart
regrettedvery imich tohear thestatement just madeby the chairman.
Herememberedthat notlong ago the Supreme Court of thiladelphia
decided, ina case where a man had left a large sum of money to
somechildren on the express conditionthat they were not brought
up in any faith, that the will must be set aside. These children,
referredto by thepresident sh<uldbe brought up in the faithof the
country,despite the injunction of the uncle, which the Committee
werenotbound by."—That is supposing theuncle's directions tobe
set aside these children should not be brought up in theChurch into
whichtheyhadbeenbaptised butin " the faith 'of the country

"
andif thefaithof thecountry were Mahommedanism or Bhuddism
orperhapseven Vaudou, or Fetichism the doctor's opinion would
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mest probably be the earne,so long as the children concerned ought
tobe Catholics.— Butwe seeby his decision theamount ofcreditthat
maybe given to any denial of a desire to proselytise Catholio chil"
drenon thepartof therev.Dr.Stuart. Hehas here madea glaring
contradictionofhimself, andonce morespokenin the manner of a
manstrongin the supportof a multitude. Meantime, we should be
glad to know whatis the<: faithof thecountry"—Perhaps thedoctor
believesthathe himself maystill figure as thePaterFamilias.

—
But

if so,andif theKirk still rulesthe roost, why inspiteofthelongmono-
poly itenjoyed of the Province,in spiteofthe laboursofitsministers,
their godly exhortations from the pulpit, their roaring inthe streetsttheir denunciations of all that wasopposedto them, their noise and'
violence,whyhasit beennecessary for the reformation of the place
that aband, for example, like the Salvation Army, expressly con.
deranedby a Presbyterian minister of late, should enter upon the
field of their apostlesbip, and to a great extent supersedethem f
How comesit that Bishop Nevill feltauthorised,ashe evidently did
at the Luther meeting,toassume a superiority

—
evenif a vagueone

tothem f H#w comesit that'on the verysite of their first church*
there now stands an infidel lecture-hall, and that some of it
founders were onceprominentmen among themselves? Whateverb t
the " faithof the country," then,itcertainly dees not seemtobetha
of theKirk,andthe ministers of theKirk,under whoseministryall thechange occurred should,if only for their own cakes, be very chary
about recalling it. And, indeed, when these children grow up,if
they find themselves educated as members of no church, the pro-
liabilitiesare that they will belong to themajority. What the" faith
of the country

"
may be, then, it is difficult to divine. Had Dr

Stuart,however, spokenof thecommonbond of union, binding all
the sectstogetherhere and elsewhere— and including as well as the
extremeevangelical the extremeatheist

—
we shouldhaveunderstood

him clearly,but thesincerity of anyman toboundinrepudiatingthe
proselytism of Catholics may well be doubted. In any caße Dr.
Stuart'ssincerity and truemind on the subject are very plain, forhe
has betrayedhimself inamanner asglaring as it is lndicrous.

wecondemnitunreservedly,anddesire toseeit speedily andeffec-
tually suppressed. But still itappears to us that thereareno rightly
feelingmen who will not abhor a good dealthat has beendonein
this matter— theEnglish papersare filled with accountsandpictures
that should bring a blush to the face of every Englishman, andof
which.lriabmen aswell, remembering that Irish soldiers havealso
hadtheirpartinit,must feel ashamed. The illustratedpapers show
us a horrid massacre of naked men, armedonly witha spear, and
falling thick before the showers of bullets and balls poured into
them from adistance, or else receivedon thepointof thebayonet,
against which they rush in frenzy— piles of slaughteredcorpses are
pictured on every side, and nothing more disgusting can well be
thought of. Of the frame of mind,moreover, formedinmen who
are the witnesses of .all thissickening sight weobtainsomeideafrom
such sentences as thiswhich we take,for example,from thecorres-
pondent of the London Standard:— "The mounted infantry made
during the morning splendid shooting, promptly showing to the
fanatics that Qsman Digna's charms continue ineffectual. Lieu-
tenantDavin shot one man ona camel at a full 1000 yards' range,
while the condition of the etoneß behind which theenemy badfired
showed very sufficient reasons for their prompt retreat."— The cool-
ness with which this "splendid shooting

"
is spokenof is very sug-

gestive, and verily the suggestions it conveyarenot pleasant. Wecan understand how, with such a frame of mind, men can go the
length to which those English commanders went whobasely placed
a price on Osman Digna's head, andheldout apremium to assassi-
nation—for in sight of this wholesale,hideous,killing menmay well
becomeinhuman. Butif this workmust needs be done

—
andwedo

not deny that there may be anecessity for it— not, of course, inclu-
ding theintended assassination of Osman Digna which wasat once
condemned— is there not somereasonto question the goodof having
itsdetailsso fully reported,writtenminutely by correspondents,and
illustratedby artists1 Itmay be necessaryeventoslaughter thesesavagebraves, soas to prevent greater evils,for werethey tomarch
on Egypt unchecked unimagined horrorsmust accompanytheirin-
vasion—not to speak of Mahommedanoutbreaks that would almost
certainlyoccur elsewhere— but the effecton thepublicmind of such
revoltingdescriptions, so minutelygiven,mustbe extremelydebasing,
andwill not only pander to,but create the vilest tastes in those who
study them. Correspondence from the Soudan cannot be looked
upon as of much advantage, then,andit is to be regretted that theearsof thepublic shoulditch for it.

IX the
Anglo-saxon

line.

The San Francisco Newt Letter is in amighty
great fuss entirely becauseof the Irish. Rebecca,
when she also was a wily old woman, wasinno
greater fright,orpretendedfor reasonsbestknown
to herself to be in no aabout the

greater fright,

daughters of Heth, thanis thisnewspaper about the sons of Green
Erin.—And is it not something if these sons actually "run the
UnitedStates,"andhave gone out of their own country where their
h&nds were tied tocontrol thepoliticalpower of oneof thegreatest
countriesin theworld I—lfl —lf inso short a time they havearrivedat
holding in their hands the destinies of the great Republic, wesay
more power to them. The outcasts who haveso rapidly possessed
themselvesof this vastcontrol deserveto takea leadingplaceuponthe
earth, andnothing canprevent them fromdoingbo.—The NewsLetter
is fierce as to the matter of dynamite and attempts tomake much
of itagainst the Irish of the United States,but thetrick willhardly
tell among a peoplewhomonevery side we find bearing testimony
to the worthof Irish settlers.—To complain, moreover, that Ameri-
cans makemuch of the Irish for interested motives is to cast a
stigmaupon them for which no true American editor would permit
himself to be accountable.—The NewsLetter, besides,appealsto the
INo Popery' cry in trying toraise analarm lest thepublic schools
shouldbe turned into'Catholic seminaries,' a change, nevertheless,
that would be a public gain in anycase,and that considering the
kindof work thoseschools arenow doing and the strange,frowari
generation they are bringing up, would be a change of inestimable
value.—lt is one, nevertheless, not at all likely to takeplace, as
the editor inquestionvery wellknows.—But theheight of audacity is
reached by this editor when he speaks ofthe Irish settlers asutterly
unworthy torank with the men whose grandfathers fought for in-
dependence. Even were it true that Ireland had not been fully
represented in the war of independence—which is very far from
being true, for Irishimmigrants hada large partin that war, Irish
settlers wouldstill havearight to rank with the descendantsof those
whohadfought init. They wouldhavesuch arightby virtueof the
part they tooiduring the civil warin saving the republic that the
warof independencehad founded,and when they wellrepaid to the
United States thehospitality accorded tothem,andmade good their
claimtogratitude in the future. When theNews Letter speaks ofa
civilwar that may break out to solve the "difficult problem/1by
which is meantthe place that Irishmen have won for themselves in
theiradoptedcountry,it wouldbe well for thosewho readits words
torecall themannerin whichIrishmen bore themselves during the
lastcivil war,in whichthey largely helped.to ward off the catas*
tropheof successful secession and to save the country. If, then
Irishmen are influential in the United States they have won
their way well, and are able, as they deserve, to hold the
position they have gained, notwithstanding the brutal cry
of dynamite that cowards raise against them—to be echoed among
ourselves also'in Anglo-Saxon interest* whose nature is thus
betrayed,
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