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occupation for their charitable hands at bome, have gone out to re-
form a * Popish " people = An investigation into tha city afsirs of
new York,” writes the correspondent of the Daily Zimes, *displays
4 state of corruption in every department exceeding thatof the Tweed
régime. There is not 50 much open stealing, but there is mors gene-
ral and systematic fraud. The police and judiclary, the controller,
asressof, and all the heads of departments ave tarred with the same
brush. Under soch conditions, is it wonderfal if the people should
rise in righteous indigoation and sweep away & social system which
only protects crime and money, at the eacrifice of truth, pablic
decency, and virtne ! We do not know, again, whether sensuality
prevails in any exiraordinary degree amongst the Mexicavs, but if
it does, are their wonld-be reformers the men to diminish the vice.
Let the Protestant Bishop of Central New York inform us as to what
the exertions of snch reformers have accomplished at home :—* Apart
from the great matters of personal religion which the Prayer Book,
the Scripture Jessons and the voice of the ministry will press upon
you, let me call your attention particularly to two public perils
which {breaten immediately, and on every side the sooiety in which
we live, Ooe of them is sensuality, in the three principal forms of
tuzurions living, intemperance in drinking, and impurity, No onc
of there three gross eins is confined to one class of peaple; for
although wealth may be said in some sense to be necessary to luxory,
yet among the middle and poorer ranks, hardly less than among the
rich, in eountry and city alike, we see an eager passion for excite-
ments andinginigences which are in no true sense moral or intellec.
tual but animal. We see the spreading poison of inflamed and
pampered appetites, We see it at the tables snd in the evening
parties of well-dressed persons who are ambitious of a certafa sort of
gentility, but who eat and driok as if eating and drinking were the
chief veligh of life, rather than conversation, or books, or the arts of
beauty, or any useful service to God or the neighbonr, We ses it in
the vile illustrations of shop windows and the dainty foulness of a
Iiterature soaked In corrnption. We sse thousands of men
and women of every grade of education whose aims and efforts,
if the truth were plainly told, bear mainly upon,  pleasures
which are of the body, and not of the mind or epirit. It is a de-
grading confession. Tt ought to put every onme of us upon sober
thinking, With g1l onr boasts of progress and knowledge, we are
yet living at 8o low a rate. Our public schoals, free suffrage, general
information, and enormous ontlays in machinery have lifted us no
higher than this,” WNor does the bishep give us grounds to place
much reliance on the fuinre efforte of such reformers in their own
country. “If,” he continues, “youn ask yourselves the guestion how
and where most of the boys and girls now growing up among us, are
expected to get a thorough and consistent training in the principles
and practice of Christian morality, or in the elements of Christian
character, yon will, probably, in shaping your answer, come upon the
appalling fact that I refer to. It will be acknowledged that such s
training is not to be found, for a majority of the children, anywhere.
It i8 left by the families to the common schools, and by the common
fchagls, utterly engrossed with secular studies, to the Sunday-schouls,
and by unsystematized and ill-governed Sunday-schools (where vast
numbers of the children never appear) to chance, We hear the note
of alarm, Juvenile crime incresses at a fearful pace. Crowds of
the young of hoth sexes, without parents or any protection whatever
frow the worst barw, are seen on the streets every evening, Their
manners in public conveyances and other places are rude and even
immodest, They are already on the verge of ruin, In cities they
are drawn into pool-rooms, theatres, saloons, innumerable pitfalls,
In rural spots, too, they arve not secure, becanse their moral life has
not been nurtered avd strengthened along with their physical and
mental life.” Here, then, is a promising state of things—here are
the enlightened and most Christian people from among whom
teschers can be spared io convert “benighted Papists ” in Mexico,
Or would it not, perbaps, be better that even the Pagan Indians,
stil! to be found in that country, if such there are, should be laft in
their comparative innocence? Let us, at least, feel no surprise when
hy-and-bye, we shall see a squad of the Falvation Army proceed to
convert the converted, and fully and reasonably satisfied that the
services of their big druma and trumpets are as mueh regnired by
the congregation gathered together in tbat fine Jeguit church pur-
chaged by the Methodists from the Government, as by the denizens
of that other church turned by Juarez into a enfé. In fact, if things
in converted Mexico are to resembla things in © Evangelical " Ameriea,
and we may believe #Jacob Terry,” the probabilities are that the
Salvationista will find even worre people prominent in the conven-
ticle than in the café, for, speaking of the Mormone, the writer in
question says, * The Christian pulpit in Eastern and Western eities
Tesounds with demands for fire and sword to extirpate ¢ the twin.relic
of barbarism '—polygamy, and yet these bloodthiraty gospellers set
in the high places of the Church, men and women, however infamons
their lives, it they are rich and condescend occasionally to patronise
their ministrations, 8o much for the Churches, then, all of whom,
according to thé Star's correspondent, bave found an * inviting field"
in Nexico, ‘

MARK TWAIN ON BELFAST PROTESTANTISM.
[ S

‘Marx TwarN, writing some time since on a visit of his to Belfast

BayS t—

Belfaet isa pecnliarly rsligious community. This may be eaid
of the whole of the North of Ireland. Abocut one-half of the people
are Protoestants, and the other balf are Catbolics. Fach party doea
all it can to wake ita own doctrines popular and dzaw the affections
of the irreligious toward them. Omne heara constantly of the most
touching instances of this zeal. A week ago a vaet concourse of
Catbolics assembled at Armagh to dedicate a new cathedral ; and
when they started home agein the roadways were lined with groups
of meek and lowly Protestants who stoned them till all the Tegion
round about was marked with blood. I thought only Catholics argoed
in that way, but it seems to be a mistake. Every maun in the communs
ity is a missionary, and carries a brick to admonish the erring with,
The law has tried to break this op, but not with perfect suceess, It has
been decreed thatb irritating  party cries * shall not be indulged in,
and that persons uitering them sball be fined 40s and costs. And s,
in the police court reports, every day, one sees these fines recorded,
Liast week a girl 12 years old was fined the usual 40a and costs for
gruclaiming in the streets that she was * & Protestant,” One of the

elfast loca! jokes was very good. It referred to the uniform and
inevitable fine of 408 and the costs for uttering the party cry—and
it is no economical fine for n poor man, either, by the way. They say
that a policowan found a drunken man lying on the groend, np &
dark alley, entertaining himself with shouting, “To hell with!™
“To hell with | " The officer smeit a fine—informers got half,

“ What's that you say !’

% To hell with "

“To bell with who? To bell with what? "
tod “ AP, bedad, ye can finish it yourself—it’s too expensive for me

o it .

I thiok the seditious disposifion restraied by the economical
instinctis finely put in that.

SYMBOLS AND TRADITIONS CORROBORATING
SORIFTURE,

(From the Catiolic Mirror.)
Rav. L. F, X, 0'Conor, #.J., of Woodstock College, delivered the
third academic lecture of the season in the hall of Loyola Collega,
on Monday nighf, on “ Egyptian Picture Writing and Caneiform
Inceriptions,” in which he showed, by means of stereoptician views,
the siriking similarity between the picture writing of the ancients
and that of the North American Indians and the Aztecs, Hven our
own familiar English, he said, is not free from these cabslistic marks,
a8 instance the common symbol for dollars, which is popularly but
erronecusly supposed to stand for “ Unecle Sam.”

The study of the ancient lore hidden in the cuneiform characters
of legends of the East, is not merely a movement valaable in its
gratification of the learned and curious, but also from the fact of its
Inadvertent corroboration “o Holy Writ. Not, indeed, that the Serip-
tures need other confirmation to us tban the simple words of God,
but it is a satisfaction to be able to answer the enemies of Chris-
tianity with records of history outside of Holy Writ., In the newly-
decipbered language we have an account of the Creation, a deserip-
tion of the Uarden of Paradise, and a legend of the Deluge, The
anglogy between these accouuls and the narrative in the Bibleis
most striking, It is the same tradition evidently applied in a differ.
ent sense,

Since the Hebrew and Assyrian bave substantially the same tra-
dition, and since the evidence clearly points out that they were not
taken one from the other, the remsining explanation Is that they
were taken from the same original (raditicn Landed dowa in differ-
ent ways from the lips of Noe. Thusin the Scriptures we have an
account of the Deluge, Outside the Scriptures, and in no way con-
nected with them, we have another account of the fact. What_o!;her
reasonable explanation can there be than the truth of an original
tradition from which both were taken? . c

Ii the Chaldean cuneiform narrative translated by Berosus is
remarkable for its resemblance to the Scriptures, the Assyrian cunei-
form narrative of the Deluge is simply astounding. IE the future
Chaldean and Assyrian disegveries are of equal importance to whla't
has been made known, they cannot be published too soon, The chief
idea in all is that the flood was sent as a chastisement, Genesis suys,
“ Noe opening the window of the ark which he had made, sent forth
& raven, which did not return.”—* He sent forth also a dove after
him , . . but she not finding where ber foot might rest, returned to
him inte the ark.”

The Chaldean legend is ns follows : * Xisthrua looted some of
the birds; these finding no food nor place to alight on, returned to
the skip, A few days later Xisthrus again let them free, but they
returned to the vessel their feet frll of mud, Finally, lc_}osed the
third tirae, the birds came back no more,” The enneiform interpre-
tation draws much clgser to the Seriptures, ladober states that
rucceesively were sent out a dove, a swallow, and a raven; The two
former not finding a place to alight came dack, but ** the raven saw
the corpses in the waters, ate, rested, turned and came not back,
In the Mexican legend, Tezpt sends out a vulture which does not
return. Among the Greeks and Latins the legend is preserved by
the fables of Ovid, and the odes of Horace, - ’

As the cuneiform inscriptions date back at least 2,000 yeara before
Christ, and thus probably anterior to the time whea M_uses wrote
down the traditions of the Jewish people. we get some idea of the
value of their testimony, We must recollect, too, that the tower of
Babel was bnilt shortly after the Deluge, and when all the gart.h was
of one tongue, and the traditions of the primitive revelation which

hqddbeen preserved from the time of Noe were yet fresh in their
TIDGE,



