
SYMBOLS AND TRADITIONS CORROBORATING
SCRIPTURE.

occupationfor theircharitablehands athome,have gone out to re*
forma" Popish"people :— M Aninrestigation into the city affairsof
new York," writesthe correspondentof theDaily Times, "displays
astateof corruptionineverydepartmentexceeding thatof the Tweed
regime. Thereisnot somuch openstealing,but thereismoregene-
ral andsystematic fraud. Thepoliceand judiciary, the controller,
assessor,andall theheads of departmentsare tarred with the same
brush. Under snch conditions, isitwonderfulif thepeople should
rise in righteous indignation andsweep awaya socialsystemwhich
only protects crime and money, at the sacrifice of truth, public
decency,and virtue?" We donot know, again, whether sensuality
prevails inanyextraordinarydegree amongst the Mexicans, but if
it does, are their wonld-be reformers themen to diminish the vice.
Let the ProtestantBishopof Central New York informus astowhat
theexertionsof suchreformershaveaccomplishedathome :—

"Apart
from the great mattersofpersonalreligion which the Prayer Book,
the Scripture lessonsandthe voice of theministry will press upon
you, letme call your attention particularly to two public perils
which threatenimmediately,andonevery side the society in which
■welive. One of them is sensuality,in the three principal forms of
luxuriousliving,intemperance indrinking, and impurity. No one
of these three gross sins is confined to one class of people;for
although wealthmaybesaid in somesense tobenecessarytoluxury,
yetamongthemiddleandpoorerranks,hardly less than among therich, incouotryand city alike, we seean eager passion for excite-
mentsandtagaulgenceswhichareinno truesensemoralor intellec-
tual but animal. We see the spreading poison of inflamed and
pampered appetites. We see it at the tables and in the evening
partiesof well-dressedpersons whoareambitiousof acertainsort of
gentility,but whoeat anddrinkas if eating and drinking were thechiefrelishof life, rather thanconversation,or books,or the artsof
beauty,or anyusefulservice toGodor theneighbour. We seeit in
thevile illustrationsof shop windowsand the dainty foulness of a
literature soaked in corruption. We see thousands of men
and women of every grade of education whose aims and efforts,
if the truth were plainly told, bear mainly npon pleasures
which are of the body, and not of themind or spirit. It is a de-
grading confession. Itought to put every one of us upon sober
thinking. With all our boasts of progressand knowledge, we are
yet living at so low arate. Our public schools, freesuffrage,generalinformation, and enormous outlays in machinery have lifted us no
higher than this." Nor does the bishop give us grounds to place
much reliance on the future efforts of such reformers in their own
country. "If,"he continues, " youask yourselves the.question howand wheremost of theboys and girlsnow growing upamong us,are
expected to geta thoroughandconsistent training in theprinciples
and practiceof Christian morality, or inthe elements of Christian
character,youwill,probably, inshaping your answer,comeuponthe
appalling fact that Irefer to. Itwill be acknowledged that such a
training isnot tobefound, for amajority of the children,anywhere.
Itis left by the families tothe common schools,and by the common
Fchoola,utterly engrossed withsecular studies, to theSunday-schools,
andby unsystematised and ill-governed Sunday-schools (where vast
numbersof thechildrenneverappear) to chance. We hear thenote
of alarm. Juvenile crime increases at a fearful pace. Crowds of
the youngof bothsexes, withoutparentsorany protection whatever
fromthe worstbarm,are seenon the streets every evening. Their
manners in public conveyances andotherplacesare rudeand even
immodest. They are already on the vergeof ruin. Incities they
are drawn into pool-rooms, theatres, saloons, innumerablepitfalls.
Inrural spots, too, they arenot secure,because their moral life has
not been nurtured and strengthened along with theirphysical and
mentallife." Here, then, is a promising state of things— here are
the enlightened and most Christian people from among whom
teachers can be spared toconvert ♥'benightedPapists "

inMexico.
Or would it not, perhaps, be better that even the Pagan Indians,
still to befoundin that country, if such thereare, should beIsftin
theircomparativeinnocence? Letus, at least, feel nosurprise when
by-and-bye, we shall see a squadof the SalvationArmy proceedto
convert the converted, and fully and reasonably satisfiedtnat the
services of their big drums and trumpets are asmuch requiredby
the congregation gathered together in. that fine Jesuit church pur-
chased by theMethodists from the Government, asby the denizens
of thatother church turnedby Juarezintoacafe. Infact, if things
inconvertedMexicoareto resemblethings in"Evangelical

"
America

and we maybelieve " Jacob Terry," the probabilitiesare that the
Salvationists will find evenworse peopleprominentin the conven-
ticle than in the cafe, for, speaking of theMormons, the writer in
question says,

"TheChristian pulpit in Eastern and Westerncities
resounds with demands for fire andswordtoextirpate* the twin-relic
of barbarism'—polygamy, andyet these bloodthirsty gospellers set
in thehigh places of the Church,menand women,howeverinfamous
their lives,if they arerichandcondescend occasionally topatronise
theirministrations."— Somuch for the Churches, then,all of whom,
nccoxding tothe Star'scorrespondent,havefoundan"invitingfield"inMexico.

(From the CatholicMirror.)
Bbv. J.F. X.O'Cohob, S.J., of Woodstock College,delivered thethird academic lecture of the seasonin thehall of LoyolaCollege,
on Monday night, on

"Egyptian Picture Writing and Cuneiform
Inscriptions," inwhich he showed,by meansof stereopticianviews,
the striking similarity between thepicture writing of the ancients
and thatof theNorth AmericanIndians and theAztecs. Evenour
own familiarEnglish, he said, is not freefrom these cabalisticmarks,
as instance thecommon symbol for dollars, which is popularly but
erroneously supposedtostand for "Uncle Sam."The study of the ancientlore hiddenin the cuneiform characters
of legends of the East, is not merely a movement valuableinits
gratificationof the learnedandcurious,butalso from the fact of its
inadvertentcorroborationto Holy Writ. Not,indeed, that the Scrip-
tures need other confirmation tous than thesimple word3of God,
but it is a satisfaction to be able to answer the enemies of Chris-
tianity withrecords of history outside oE Holy Writ. Inthe newly-
decipheredlanguage wehavean account of the Creation, a descrip-
tion of the Oarden of Paradise, anda legend oE theDeluge. Ttie
analogy between these accouuls and the narrative in the Bibleis
most striking. Itis thesame tradition evidently applied ina differ-
ent sense.

Sinceth&Hebrewand Assyrianhave substantially the same tra-dition, and since the evidenceclearly pointsout that they werenot
taken one from the other, the remaining explanation is that they
weretaken, from the sameoriginal tradition bandeddownin differ-
ent waysfrom the lips of Noe. Thns in the Scriptures we havean
account of theDeluge. Outside the Scriptures, and in no waycon-
nected with them, wehaveanother account of the fact. What other
reasonable explanation can there be than the truth of an original
tradition from whichboth were taken?

If the Chaldean cuneiform narrative translated by Berosus is
remarkablefor its resemblance to the Scriptures, the Assyrian cunei-
form narrative of the Deluge is simply astounding. Itthe future
Chaldean and Assyrian discoveries areof equal importance to what
has been made known, they cannotbe publishedtoo soon. The cbie'f
idea in allis thatthe flood wassent as a chastisement. Genesissays,"Noe opening the window of the ark whichhe had made,sent forth
a raven,which did not return."—" He sent forth also a dove after
him ..,but she notfinding whereher footmight rest, returned to
him.intotheark."

The Chaldean legend is as follows :
"Xisthrus loosedsome of

the birds j these finding no food nor place to alight on,returned to
the ship, A few days later Xisthrus again let them free,but they
returned to the vessel their feet full of mud. Finally, loosed the
third time, the birdscame back nomore." The cuneiform interpre-
tation draws much closer to the Scriptures. Izdober states that
successively were sent outa dove,a swallow, anda raven; The two
former not finding a place toalight came back, but

" the ravensaw
thecorpses in the waters, ate, rested, turned and came not back.

"
In the Mexican legend, Tezpi sends out a vulture which does not
return. Among the Greeks and Latins the legendis preservedby
the fablesof Odd, and the odes of Horace.

As thecuneiforminscriptionsdateback atleast 2,000 yearsbefore
Christ, and thus probably anterior to the time whea Moses wrotedown, Ihe traditions of the Jewish people,we get someidea of the
valueof their testimony. We must recollect, too, that thetower of
Babel wasbuiltshortly after theDeluge,and whenall the earth was
of one tongue, and the traditions of theprimitive revelation which
had been preserved from the time of Noe were yet freshin theix
minds.

fod»y t May16. 1884 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
MARK TWAIN ON BELFAST PROTESTANTISM.

Mask Twain,writing some time sinceona visit of his toBelfastsays:
—

Belfast isa peculiarly religions community. This may be saidof the whole of the Northof Ireland. Aboutone-half of thepeopleare Protestants,and the other half are Catholics. Each party doesall it can to make its own doctrines popularand draw the affections
of the irreligious toward them. One hears constantly of themost
touching instances of this zeal. A week ago a vast*concourse ofCatholics assembled at Armagh to dedicate a new cathedral ;andwhen they started homeagain the roadways were lined with groups
of meek and lowly Protestants wbo stoned them till all the region
round abont wasmarked withblood. IthoughtonlyCatholics argned
in that way,batit seems tobe amistake, livery maninthe commun-ity is amissionary,and carries a brick to admonish fbe erring with.The lawhas triedtobreak this up,butnotwithperfect success. Ithasbeendecreed that irritating"

party cries
"

shall not be indulged in,
and thatpersons utteringthem shall be fined40s andcosts. And so,
in the police court reports,everyday, one sees these fines recorded.Last week agirl 12 years old was fined the usual 40a and costsfor
proclaiming in the streets that she was"a Protestant." One of theBelfast local jokes was very good. Itreferred to the uuiform andinevitable fine of 40s and the costs for uttering theparty cry

—
and

it isno economical fineforapoor man, either, by the way. They say
that a policeman found a drunken manlying on the ground,up a
dark alley, entertaining himself with shouting, "To hell with1

"
"Tohell with {

"
The officer smelt a fine— informersgothalf."What's that yonsay?

""To hellwith!
"

"Tohell with who? Tohellwith what?
"

"Ah,bedad, ye can finishit yourself— it's tooexpensivefor me
todoit."
Ithink the seditious disposition restrainedby the economicalinstinctis finely put in that.
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