
(From theFreePress.")
The Hartford boy of 12, who stole 2,000d015. out of his father's
pockets,and filled the house with the most absurd purchases without
exciting bis parents' suspicions, was a comedian in the precocious
boy line compared with a tragedian of that kind and age on the
Hudson Biver,who has beennoted for his addiction todimenovels.Heread at therate of fifteen five-cent onesin less than onemonth.
His whole frame would be in a tremor of excitementandhis eyes
would glisten while holding one of the Jesse James series inhis
hand.

He made tbe acquaintance of twocousins, bothnamed Charles
Crosby, whomhe infected with this terrible nonsense. Hemurdered
his employer incoldblood, and in accordance withdeliberate plans,
borrowed the clothesand took thename of the Crosby boys,andso
evaded the officers for some time. He bad long boastedthat

"
you

could bet your life
"

bewould havea nobby suit of clothes, a gold
watchandchain,and considerable "

chink."
This evil is as of quite as much importance as many which

receive far moreattention. Scarcely a daypasses inwhichthepolice
donot report the arrest or discovery of youthful criminals, whose
criminality has been born of this vicious literature, which inillus-
trated papers, dime novels, and Jesse James dramas is quite asworthy of being stamped out as the pleuro-pneumonia,or of being
proscribedas diseased pork. Those whomitdoes notmake criminals,
it often converts intovagabonds or dreamers, who imagine that a
living got by fraud or violence is easier andmoredelightful than
that wrought out by industry and honesty. In summing up the
faults of the Southrenbrethren, itmight be well to remember that
in their treatment of this evil they have shown more alacrity and
earnestness than the North.

(To the Editorof theFi'etman.)
Dublin,Jan. 25.

Dear Sir,— lnyour issue of yesterday appears a briefreport of an
inquestheldin the county gaolat Cork on Wednesday. This is the
second inquest within,Ibelieve, a week, held in that gaol on. the
bodies of prisoners whohave fallen victims to the murderous system
of prison discipline which tbe"

resources of civilisation" have
supplied inIreland. The first victim was a young man about 21
years of age, sonof a respectable farmer named Mahony, residing ,
near Tralee. At the Winter Assizes of '82 thia youngman was con-
victed of anattempt to postup a threateningnotice offering" £1,000
todiscover anyone who paid rent," and he was sentencedby Mr.
Justice Barry to18 months' imprisonment. Itis nowunnecessary to
touch uponthecharacter of the evidenceor the composition of the"special" jury-thatconvictedhim. Justas oneyearof his imprison-
menthadexpiredhis coffined remains werelast weektransmittedby
rail tohis parentsat Tralee. An inquest was held at the gaol in
Cork,and there theGovernorandthe doctor both deposed that the
manhadbeenkept inhis celluntila day or two before his death,
and was actuallyso fargone in his fatal illness that he was uncon-
scious when removed to hospital— even such ahospital asa prison
affords.

The inquest on Wednesday was held on thebody of a man
namedJohnHorgan, who,on the 28th of December, was convicted
of anassault andsentenced to two months' imprisonment. He, too,
wasayoungman,26 yearsof age, andaccording to the evidence of
Dr. Moriarty, the medical officer of the prison, "he wasahearty,
active,prettymuscular littlemanwhen he was committed toprison."
Yet,littlemore than threeweeksof theplank-bed,andthe wretched,
insufficient food which is supplied toa prisoner during his first
months'imprisonmet, brought this young"hearty,active,muscular

"
man to his grave. At the inquestDr. Moriarty admitted that the
man complained of illness on the 9th instant, but he was not
removed to hospital. On the contrary, he was kept on. the
plank bed until Sunday evening, and then removed to hospital,
where death came to his rescue on Monday at three o'clock.
Dr. Moriarty appears to be a model prison doctor. Though the
unfortunatemanHorgan complained on the9th inst., all the doctor
prescribedfor him was simply the "plank bed.'t "On the18th,V
saysDr. Moriartyat the inquest,"he wasexcused from thetreadmill.
On the 20th(Sunday), while in the chapel,he complainedof weak-
ness and sickness in his stomach. He was weak andcold,andhad
cramps when, t sawhim immediately afterwardsinhiscell,butthere
werenosigns of any specific disease. Itook the properremedies to
treathis complaint, which,Ithink, was incipientperitonitis." The
confidence with which the doctor swears that he took the '"' proper
remedies

"
to treat acomplaint whichhe didnot know, leavesus no*

roomfor doubt. Itappears,atall events, tohave satisfied tbe jury
for they, by theirverdict,stated thatdeathdidresult from peritoni-
tis. The coroner, however, asked a few questions which maywell
set the public thinking upon our system of prison discipline in
general administration in Cork gaol in particular. Iquote from a
reportin the localpapers

—"Coroner— lsn'tita fact thathe waskepton theplankbedfrom
the 9th, whenhe first complained,untilSunday last ?"Dr. Moriarty

—
Yes.

11Coroner— Don't you think thatwas rather hard for a wan in
hiscondition of health ?"Dr. Moriarty—

He had no specific disease at all. Itookhis
|temperatureonSunday last,and it was 97*2."Coroner

—
What was his temperatureon the 9th?"Dr. Moriarty— ldidnot take iton the 9th."Coroner— My experience from holding inquests here is that

prisonerswhen theyareill,areinvariably removedto hospital aday
before they die."
Comment uponthe above passageis scarcely necessary,but thereare
justoneor two words of explanationneededtostrengthen theobser-
vation of Mr. Horgan, the coroner. A prisoner is not considered
ill and is not treated as such until he is removed to thehospital.
Consequently, from the 9th, when this unfortunate man firstcom-
plained,untilMonday, the day of his death, hehadashis only food
and nourishment five ounces of brown bread given to him three
times a day, with a half pint ov so, twice out of the three,of a
decoction dignified in the pris©n rules by the nameof cocoa. He
hadalso theadditional luxury of the plank bed to lie onatnight,
and the treadmill to work during the day.

T.Haebington.

Those whopredictedthat theprinciplesof the Irish Laud Act
wouldsoonfind their way into legislation for England willprobably
see someconfirmationof their fears in the Compensation for Dis-
turbance Bill iwhich Mi-. A. Cohen, Q.C., has agreedtodraft for the
Southwark Committee on theDwellings oi the Poor. The facts on
■which thebill is based is familiar enough; thepoor are constantly
being ejected en masse from neighbourhoods contiguous to their
places of labour, which they have inhabited for years, while the
small property holders

—
whose tenants they are

—
or equally smallleaseholders, are compensated at the expense of the public. Mr.

Cohen'sbill proposes, therefore, that weekly tenants shall be com-
pensatedinaccordance with thedurationof their tenancy,|and that
for thepurposesof inquiry andassessment aboardof commissioners,
consisting of threemembers holding office for three years, shall be
constituted,with thepower toa«sess the measure of compensation,
withoutany light of appealagainst their decision. The proposal is
chiefly significanta9a sign of the times;but one thing should not
be forgotten. As we havemore thanoncenotedin these columns, a
speciesof tenant-right is already largely recognised in the form of
"selling the key," in many of the poor quarters of London.

—
Pall

Mai Gazette.

Still at it1 The following telegram, dated Boyle, Tuesday, has
appearedin theFreeman,:

—
Mr.George James, sub-sheriff for Boss-

common, sccompaniedbya large force of constabulary, wasengaged
to-day andyesterday in carryingout anumberof evictions for non-
payment of rent on the estateof Colonel King-Harman, M.P. Yes
erday four families namedKilleleaGanly,Battle, andM'Grath, who-resid'e on ableak portionof the Curlew Mountains, were evicted for
a yearand a half's rent, which they owed to November last. These
unfortunate people sleptlast night on the roadside, and in all the
cases they offered a year's rent, which was refused, and they are
unable tomakeup thebalance on' account of theprohibitionof fairs
andmarkets. To-day the evictions on the sameproperty werecon-
tinuedat Camlin. As a rackrenter and evictor "Colonel" King
Harmannis, assuredly, comine to the front witha rush. A land-
lord who is convicted,as the "Colonel

"
was the other day,by onej(bf her Majesty's courts,of having extortedfor yearsexorbitant rants

from someof his tenants,and whois vigorously engaged in throwing
out others of them on the roadside inmid-Winter for practically
half a year'srent, which is itself probably not due inequity, bids
fair tobecome entitled tospecial distinctioneven in these days of
plundering and murderouslandlordism.—Nation,Jan.19,

Friday, March 21,1884. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
A SCIENTIST'S VI EW OF IRISH EMIGRATION. PLANK-BED VICTIMS.
Phofessok Baldwin, a distinguished scientist and an English
Governmentofficial, whohas beenstudying the Irish question,writes
as follows :—:

—"' In the present state o£ Irishaffairs no true statesman should
countenanceany gentleman,rr committee of gentlemen, who would
rob the country of its life's blood, and send to the wilds of Canada
or the piairies of the United States men andwomen who ought to
beemployedinproducing wealth in the landof their birth, and who
would bequeath to Ireland drones and the descendants of drones.Let there be no parleying with visionary and inexperiencedmen,
who,perhaps withoutknowing what they aredoing, would lower usas apeople for allpractical purposes."The utter failure of these apostles of social reform is clearly
evidencedby the fact that emigration, even though encouraged and
aided by them, has not been mostbrisk, where, according tothem,
itis most needed. In the ten years ended March 31, 1881, theper-
centage of thepopulationwho emigrated from Mayo was afraction
less than fromDown. [The figures— Mayo, 10-6 per 1000 of the
population;Down, 109 ; Tipperary, 18*5 ;Limerick, 190:Long-
ford, 20*4.]"There is anotherspeciesof emigrationwhichhas beenattempted
of late, namely emigration in families. Mr.Take is the apoßtle of
the school whichis workingout this system."Ihave recently read Mr. Tuke's report of 'A Visit to Con-
naught in the Autumn of 1847,' and extractsfrom reports he made
in1846, andafterwardspublishedin the " Transactionsof theCentraljßelief Committeeof the Society of Friends.' Idonot findin these

any indication of thepolicy of family emigration. Itwill,Ibelieve,be found thatIwas the first to give shapeto this speciesof
emigration as a means of permanentlyrelieving congestion. With
additionalknowledgeandexperienceInow repeat that emigration
in families,withrigid rules for the consolidationof vacatedholdings,
is the only speciesof emigration whichcan relieve congestion. But
itnever occurred to me that any humanegentleman,or committeeof gentlemen, would undertake the awful responsibility of trans-planting entire families to Canada or the United States without
making adequateprovisionsforsettling thesefamilies innewhomeson the other sideof the Atlantic. Before those gentlemen proceed
any further Iimplore them to consider carefully and seriously the
responsibilities of their position. They thoroughly believe they aredoing a greatserviceto theState. According tomy experience,they
are,unintentionally, themostactiveabettors of disloyalty who have
of late takenpart inIrish affairs."

PROTECT OUR BOYS.
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