
whoat once openedfire. They attacked tlie Britishcolumns mostfiercely,andrepeatedlybroke the leadingsquare,and.afterdesperatefighting;, capturedsome of our guns anddrove back theIstbattalionofthe York andLancaster Regiment (65thFoot). The Marinesandtroops,however, speedily rallied, and further heavy fighting tookplace. Therebels werefinally drivenback completely defeated,andthe guns lost intheearly part of thebattlewere re-captured. Thefighting lasted fully two hours and a half, during which time thewholeof both forces wereactively engaged. The IstbattalionRoyal,Highlanders(42nd Foot) weretheheaviest sufferers. Osman Digmawith a remnant of his followers, has retreated to the hills nearTamaneh. Ithas been definitely proved that the rebels sufferedmoreheavily than wasatfirst supposed. Their loss inkilled alonemaybe set down atfully 4300,andthe woundedexceedthatnumber.Major-GeneralGraham telegraphs theSheik Mahomed, a prominentATabchief of theEasternSoundan,has expressed a belief that therecent victory of theBritish will have the effect of pacifying thenativesof that district, and that the road to Berber will now beopened. Further detailsstate that the Arabs byanimpetuouschargebroke the square commanded by ColonelDavies, and, creating apanic,succeeded in making atemporarycapture of the guns. Thecavalry, however, came to the rescue, and attacking the enemyafforded time for the brigade to be re-formed, and re-captured theguns. ColonelBuller's squareproceeded withoutcheckandcapturedand burnt the enemy's camp. Major-General Graham's force hasreturned toSouakim after burning four villagesand exploding vaststoresofcapturedammunition. Thebodiesof1500 Arabswerefoundon thespot where thesquare under ColonelDavies wasbroken. ThetotalBritishloss inkilledproves to be 120, of which number the65thRegiment loat 30, and the"Black Watch
"

65, including 10sergeants. The Victoriangunboat Childersis at Souakim, andmaynot improbablybeemployed for some timeas adespatch boat.
Tuesday.

The French captured100 guns atBacninh. Their loss waseight
killed and 30 wounded. The troops are followingup their victoryby pursuing theChinese anddriving themfrom thevarious positions
in theneighbourhood of Bacninh. The Press generally urge thatthe troops.should advance towards the Chinese frontier andrecommend that the army should forthwith occupy Honghoa andothertowns to the westwardof Bacninh.

A number of disappointed Spanish officers, including twogenerals,havebeen arrestedona charge of conspiring against KingAlfonsoaGovernment. ARepublican conspiracy, having ramifica-tions throughout the country,hasbeendissovered. Numerous arrestsnavealreadybeen madeof persons suspected of complicity in themovement.
Thepoliceof Buda-Pesthhaveeffectedthearrest of 36 men onachargeof plotting to incite anarchy in tnat city. Seven hundredAnarchist,havebeen expelledfromVienna.Inthe House of CommonsLordHartington, Secretary of StateforWar in,reply toa question,has announced that the telegraph-

wire between tihendy and Khartoum had been cut, and that asteamer from Khartoum had been fired upon. It is assumed, hisLordship added, from these facts that the tribes inhabiting thecountry betweenShendy and Khartoum arenow in rebellion Ad-miral Hewitt andGeneralGraham haveconferred with the leadingsheiksof the loyal tribes, anda reward of £1000 has beenofferedtor the rebel leader,Osman Digma, alive or dead. Before leavingthesceneof the recent battleall the villages in theneighbourhoodof Tamaneh,occupiedby Osman'sfollowers wereburnt to thegroundItis rumouredthatEarl Granvillehas receivedinformationthat therebel tribes at Khartoum have risenin rebellion. Anxiety is beingfeltmCairoregarding the safety of General Gordon.Mr.Richard Turnbull,member for Timaru, addressed ameetingofhis constituents lastnight. There wasnot averylarge attendance.Most of the addressbadreference to the land question,condemningtheholding of largeblocks,and of any blocks(large or small} forspeculative purposes. Thespeaker advocatedaprogressive land taxasa first tax, an income tax next in order, and if these wore notsufficient, then a tax that would reach the industrial classes. Heproposed that the land taxshouldbe Is.in the pouDd onvalue withmodifications. He argued that a land tax would burst up thebigestatesowned by the English capitalist companies, but wouldnotinjure the resident freeholders. He advocated annual Parliaments(at leastso long asharrowingcontinued);togive theelectors bettercontroloyer their representatives;and the restrictions of votes atgeneralelections toone. He ridiculed the excuse offered bysomeindependent" members for supporting theGovernment; said thatnoGovernmentcouldbe formedout oftheOpposition,andcondemnedf°«- cIfJ, n
emembers *h°> foreseeingachange, werenowspeakingagainst theGovernment. At the close of the addressa few unimpor-tant questions wereasked,and a voteof confidencepassedtohimSir CharlesDilke,presidentof theLocalGovernmentBoard'hasmade a statement to the effect that if the Opposition succeed inforcingadissolution the Governmentwill take care to appeal tothecountry,not on the Egyptian policy alone,but upon their policy

The wool sales haveclosed. 300,000 bales were sold during theseries,and26,000 are held over for the new auctions. UnwashedAustralianwools closedat £d lowerthanat theclose of theDecemberauctions. Goodmedium Australian,goodqualitiesof fleecegenera11vandmedium togoodscoured have closed in good demand FaultywoolsareIdtol£d lower thaninDecember.
' *

Mr. Fitzgerald, M.H.R., both at Boss and Hokitika sookestrongly against landnationalisation,andsaid that freehold was thebest tenure and was whatattracted men to the Colony. He arguedthat theLegislature should eitherlimit the areawhich any onemancouldhold, or should impose aprogressive taxon holdings above acertain area. He preferred the former plan, buthadnoobjection toa limitedarea of agricultural landbeing leasedby theCrown Hewaß,however, sure that theByetem wouldbreak down if anattemotweremade topUBh it too far, "^pn

At Auckland yesterday nearly 2000 childrentook part in thethe Catholic school procession to the Domain. One childwas,run,
overand had both of its legs broken. Ina disputethat aroseover
the arrangements one of the committee struck Monsignore Fyhes,the Vicar-general. At Wellington the day was{celebrated by theIrishmen byaprocession through thetown anda picnic at the Hutt;and atChristchurch there wasabanquet at the Catholic Literary
Society's rooms andaconcert atthe Theatre Royal. Both eventswereagreat success.

Tawhiao and party are being advisedby their friends here togo to England in the lonic, which leavesLyttletonat the endof the
present month. The usual meetingof ParihakaNatives tookplace
yesterday. Altogether there wereabout200 visitors,makinga total
atParihakaof about900. The proceedings wereof themost orderly
character.

Captain Anderson, of the Rotorua, visited the breakwater atNew Plymouth onSaturday, and intimated that he would be ready
to bring the Union Company's boatsalongside at any time. The
breakwaternowextends over1000ft.

Wednesday.

Agricultural statistics give the followingresults :— Total numberof acres under crop:Selwyn, 385,037 ;Ashburton, 402,967. TotalforCanterburynorth ofRangitata,1,184.352.
Upwards of 1000 sheep per day werebrought into Wellington

by railway last weektobe slaughtered for export to England. The
lonicis now loading 4000 carcases of mutton.

A boy named Kelly,about sixteen yearsof age, wasaccidentally
shot through the right armat theNelsonrifle butts yesterdaymorn-
ing. The danger flag wasflying,butnonotice was takenofit. Both
bones werebroken.

Itis intendedtoreduce thenumber of Armed Constabulary, sothatatthebeginning of the year (IstApril) the totalnumber will
beonly 500. The reductionhas been carried on for some time, buton the first inst.notice wasgiven to between sixty and seventymen
that their services would be dispensed withon the 31st.

TheMount Ida Chronicle has been informedthat the cropsin
theHyde district are, generally,veryheavy thisseason. Some crops
of oats,calculatingroughly, willyield 100 bushels to the acre. The
general averagewillbe somewhere about70 bushels. The wheat is
in fair condition, that which was sowninlight soil being superior tothat grown inheavy ground. Some of ithas beenattackedby blight.
The farmers are thoroughly satisfied with their prospects. Theonly
drawbackis the want of amarket at which they"could disposeof
their produce. But that isa complaint, saysour contemporary, that
is to be heard from Strath-Taierito Cromwell, and is likely to be
heard for eight or ten years tocome.

Inconsequence of theincreased railway tariff it is proposed to
runa coachbetweenKaiapoiand Chris tchurch;returnfare, 3s.

The ChristchurchChamber of Commerce havepassedthe follow-
ing resolutions:— "That this Chamber consider it most unjust that
grainshould be singled outto bear so large a proportionof the recent
increase in the railway rates, especially at a time when extreme
depression exists among grain« growers in consequence of the un-
usually low values ruling for their products. That this Chamber
shall, inco-operationwith theAgriculturaland Pastoral Association,
the Corn Exchange, and the Industrial Association, call a public
meeting for the following purposes :—(1):

— (1) To respectfully protest
against the actionof the Government in raising the railway tariff
on grainandon other articlesin the Canterbuiy district,and tocon-
sider what steps should be taken to induce the Government to
abandon the increased rates;(2) to consider the advisablenessor
otherwiseof taking steps toeffect the transfer of the management
of the New Zealandrailways fromthe Government toanindependent
|andnon-politicalboard, and to consider what other action should
be taken in order to secure efficient railway management and an
equitable tariff :(3) to appoint a representative Committee as an
executive to carry into effect the resolutions of the said public
meeting."

In the House of Commons the other night Lord Edmund
Fitzmaurice, TJnder-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, stated inreply to
a question that theGovernment didnot intend to protestagainst the
actionof theGermanGovernmentin stationing mea-of-war in the
South Seas during the labourseason.

News has been received that the French troops have entirely
routed theChinese at Johnhung, and thatthestandards anda number
ofguns fell into theirhands.

Monday wasa greatfeastday at Parihakas. About100 Natives
and100Europeanswerepresent. Te Whiti entertained thepakehas
andTohuthe Maoris. Te Whiti was nicely dressed andproveda
most attentive host, having tablecloths, cruetstands, knives, forks,
spoons, and everythinginregular European fashion. A large crowd
of Maoris sat down toa repast, Tohu goingup and downandseeing
everythingright. Eachmanand woman was servedwith a cup and
saucer, breadandbutter beingbrought in large trays andservedout
by waiters attiredgaily in worked aprons, and with towels slung
acrosstheir shouldersin orthodoxfashion. There wasaprocessionof
about twenty wopen dressed inEuropeanclothes. For theprivilege
of exhibiting theirfigures and dresses they had to contribute some
silveras they enteredTe .Whiti's bouse, but to what purpose the
money was devoteddid not transpire. Tohu, wh« was dressed in
European costume, addressed a few words to them, donouncing
extravagamceiadress,andoneof the women replying.There appeared
a general tendency towardsEuropeanwaysand customs, so different
from twoor three yearsago, whenall theNatives who came to Pari-
bakaat once assumed theMaoriblanket or mat. Yesterday, on the
contrary,most of themen weresmartlydressed inEuropeancostume,
and many of the womenalso, especially those belonging to the
younger generation. Although Tohu served out grog to all the
Nativesnodrunkennessandno disorderof anykind was to be seen.
Everything wasscrupulously clean so faras the food was concerned,
and the pah was much much cleaner than it used to be. It is

> anticipatedthatthepatchas will invitethe Maoristo partake of an
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