
modestyof severalof the speakerswasvery creditableto them as
men,andas speakersplacesthembeyond the reach of criticism,it is
tobe regretted that somethingmore of a spirited, and determined
nature wasnot utteredby them. As it is we have derived from the
reportmerely the disagreeable impression that the workingmen of
Dunedinare, for the time atleast, likely to be the tools of whatever
manpossessedof a boldfaceandaglib tongueitia thatmay find itof
interest tohim toobtain theirsupport, and that they aredestinedto
continue in thefuture, asMr. Thorn said they had been in thepast,—

that is coming forwardatelectiontime toexercise their power ia
theaffairsof the State, butat other timesneither moving nor being
interestedin thematter;and under such circumstances they must,
as amatter of course,form the mere unintelligent mob that shall
obey the apparentinterests of the hour. Men whohad thought well
over thematter they had adopted for consideration, and who had
cometo a rational and settled resolution with respect to it need
hardly havecome forward, for example,with any apology in their
mouthsbecause they presumed to appear in the place of "men of
goodpositions" who heldaloof. Such an apology betrays a doubt
asto theposition occupiedby those whoutter it,and does much to
discredit the object they assemble to forward. Prominent men;
moreover,ormenof good position wbo owe their prominence and
theirposition to the supportof tbe workingman might very well be'

given tounderstand thaton theirattitude towardsthe popularcause
depends the support necessary to their condition. But, on the
Whole,therewasnothing in this meeting todisturbthe landmonopo-
lists in any very great degree. There wasalittlefeeble advocacy
of thenationalisationofthelandandaprofessionof faithintheliberal
intentions of the Hon. Mr. Rolleston,whoseems likely to occupya
place in thehistory of the Colony similar, comparing small things
withgreat,to that occupied in thehistory of the world by certain
eminent men, who,althoughunder theirswayorguidancelamentable'
occurrences tookplace, areheld guiltless by certain parties oE all'
connection with them. There was nothing, however,to instruct or
encourage thepeoplegenerally in forminga resolute determination
as to the honestdisposalof thepublic estates,or to warnmonopolists
that theirdaysare numbered.

It is & cheering thing to find that, although we
well fought,ourselveshave forsome weeksrefrainedinacertain

degree fromourprotest,inwhich,nevertheless,we
shall persist, come wealcome woe, to the end, against the secular
system,ablechampionsof the Catholic cause have been signalising
themselvesin the good fight. Our own reasonfor a season of com-
parativecalm,as westated indeedinarecent issue, was that, while
the whole Pres3 of the Colony was more orless ringing withan
exposureof thenefarioussystem, we thought that, withoutsuffering
the matter togrowcold, we might take breathing time,andbeall
the fresher to renew the struggle sosomas a period of indifference
shouldagain threaten toset in. Party encroachments in theNorth,'
the bailiffs in the West, insolvency elsewhere, and insupportable
expenditure everywhere, were sufficient of themselvestokeep the
questionof thegodless schools before the public, and, if anything
coulddo so,they might beexpected tocauseadistrustanddislike of
the system toarise. But, meantime, an able controversyhas been
maintained in Christehurcb, and it must have resultedinmaking
someconverts, as itcertainlyhas indiscreditingwhatever arguments
secularistsin the towninquestion ,ipay put forwardin the future

—
for such argumentscan only be the repetitionof those thathavenow
beenso fully exposedandanswered.

— And,in fact, those arguments
themselveswerebut arepetition,for the reasoning ia favour of god-
leßsuesa has from the first been veryshallow, andnowmay fairly be
describedas the Pall Mall Gazette, the other day,describedMr
Henry George's project to be,- that is— dishonesty pluscant. The
controversy we allude to began by an article in thePress, which
appearstohavebeen areohavffe of thedittoanddittorepeated,that
forml the strengthof theparty,and which,with tbebestinclinations
in tbe worldto think as wellas wecan of ourneighbours generally) '

we cannot receive as the sincere convictions of the writers,—
for, indeed, to do so would be for us to accuse then^

ipso Jacto of being men of very little wit. But, the matter
havingbeenBet going in this way,a tribeof correspondentscame to
thefore, andeach badhis say according to the measure of wjs.daa* {
that nature had conferredupon him

—
insomeiustancesapparently)3

a verysmall measure, indeed. .The .principle features, jof the'^n^'"
troversy,however,arevery happi^- described by a correspondent,"
signing himself

"
A Catholic Laynifin," and who Bhowed a complete

understandingof thesituation, whenin opening the defencehe spoke
as follows:— "The worst of the controversy on education, for us
Catholic;,is that our opponentscanneverbe cont nt withjiirejej;a^dv
simplystraightforwardreasoning. (Iuse thephiase withnooffensive/
meaning.) Such articles as yours theother day,and many otkers in
public journals;such letters as that of your correspondent'New
Zealander,andmanyothersare excessively difficulfcatx*)ansimp,uotfl
becauseof their intrinsic force,butbecause they iiilrMidce a multi-
plicity of side iesueß, vague and irrelevantassertions,roundaboutand
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while as many are received. « And these boys become goodand
honoured citizens,with thefear of God before their eyes; whether
they fillhumbleorhigh positions,they never forget the borne whichhas shelteredthemin their childhood." ButDonBoscoisnot aman
easily tobe forgotten. Therearemany things connected with him
to mark him out from the general run of men— and his natural
qualitiesare remarkable,as wellas whatseem tobe his supernatural
gifts andgraces. "His memoryis astonishing. Henever forgets a
face or a person;and there is not oneof his priestsor childrenin
his houses whom he does not know thoroughly, and remember
every detail concerning them. In the seminary,1 and during his
theologicalstudies heneverrequired to read or hear anything more
than once, forhealways rememberedevery word. And to thishour
he can repeat whole cantoß of Virgil or Dante by heart. This
astonishing facilityexplainsbow afterbeingsimplyashepherd(like
St.Vincentde Paul) tillhe wasfifteen, he was enabled to acquire
such solidandprofoundknowledge,andpass suchbrilliantexamina-
tions." Butas to thecircumstancesconnectedwith his career that
seem to be supernatural, we may reckon among them the con-
fidence with which while he was penniless he has undertaken
important works, and found himself able to complete them. Heundertook, for example, to purchase the ground at Valdocco for30,000 francs, and immediately the money reached him from
unexpectedsources, andhis resolutiontobuildabeautifulchuich in
honourof St. Francis deSalesuponthe site in question was backedup in a similar mannner. '« On January 20, 1862, the church was
consecrated, and those around him rememberedhis words five
years before, when they were digging out the shed, and theboy
wererunning up and down the heapsof earth:"My children,oncday, on this very spot where we stand, a beautifulaltar willbe
erected in a fine church, and you will come here to kneel and
receive the Holy Communion, and sing the praisesof God.'

"
On

anotheroccasionwhenhe wanted money,theMarquis S—,arelationof thewriter's called onhim accidentally— having missed a train—
and carrying in his pocket a sumof money that hadbeen paid tohim afewminutesbefore. "Don Boscomethimwith the words, 'I
wasexpectingyou. Iwant you togiveme the money you haveinyour breast pocket,' mentioning the exact sum. The Marquisexclaimed,*Howonearthconld youknow this? Ireceived it most j
unexpectedly, not ten minutesago. DoyouknowyoungCount B— 1

'
♥No,'repliedJDon Bosco,butIknow youhave the very sum 1want
to pay my workmen. You shall have it back in a week.' Too
amazed toreply, theMarquishandedhim themoney,for which DonBoscogave hima receiptj and thatveryday week theexactsum he
had lent;was returned to him." Last year, again, at Rome, ithappened one day that be was in want of £400 to pay someworkmen, when an American lady, who wasa perfect strangertohim, camein andpresentedhim witha sealed packet containing thepreciseamount needed. AnEnglish youth, moraover,lately sent toprosecute his studiesunderDon Bosco's care,and whom the writeraccredits witha thoroughJohnBull spiritof incredulityhas writtenas follows:—" You know bowunwillingIwas to believe in any ofthe strange thingsIwas told whenIfirst came here. But,seeing isbelieving,' and the extraordinary miracles worked by Don Boscoalmostdaily aresuch thatamanmust beblind anda foolnot to feelthathe is inpresence of one who, ifnot a saint, is most singularlyfavouredby God;for he obtainsallhe piays for, whether it be fortemporalmeans tocarry onhis great works,or the cure of ,physicalandmoral diseases." A direct instancegivenby the writer of super,natural power,attributedby DonBosco himselfaltogether to the in-tercessionof " Mary,Helpof Christians," is thatinwhich a man ofJ«gn rank, inpassing ihroagh Turin,sawthecompleteandpermanentcure of a littlechildwhohadbeen deaf and dumb fiom her birthand who had been among the crowd of poor, sick, and crippledpeople, waiting around the door at Valdccco for the appearanceofthe priest. The effect on the gentleman in questionwasvery great.

And this was to him the hour of God's grace, for whathe sawchangedhia wholefuture life;and froma loverof the worldand ofPleasure, he became one of the most fervent of Don Bosco'slabourersin the great fieldbe has co emphatically made his own.'lhemanner also in which thepriesthas beendefendedfrom attacksonhis life, f.equentlymade by membersof the secret societies, and
in which hehas beenable tosavehimself from them is very extra-ordinary—more especiallywithregard tohis dog, Grigto,believedbysomeof the boys tobehis guardian angelindisguise, and which hasnot only rescued himfromassassins,butevenwarnedhimofintendedattacks. On the whole, then,as we said, Don Bosco is not a manwhomayeasily be forgotten.

Thr meetingheld in Dunedinon Mondayevening
RAThkr a under the auspices of the Trades and Labour
FAlixbe. Council for the purptse of expressing an opinionon the alleged dummyism at Waikouaiti, althoughlargely attended,and unanimouslyagreed,cannot, on the whole,beregardedas amarkedeuccess. Thespeaking, for the most part, orperhaps entirely, wasmild,and rather desultory,andalthough the
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