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RECEPTION OF THE REV, FATHER .DEVOY.

(Eumara Times, Feb. 25.)

A large pumber of Catholics and friends of the Rev, Father Devoy,
who fomerly ocoupied the position of parish priest in Kumara, mot
at Bt. Patrick's 8chool on Batwiday evening to present aun address of
weleome to the reverend gentleman, who now comes deputed by
Bishop Redwood, on a apecial mission in connection with the eatab-
lishment of a Diocesan College in Wellington, The Catholic Brass
Band was in attendance, and, shortly after eight o'clock, proceedet
to the residence of the parish priest and escorted the Rev. Father
Devoy to 8t. Patrick’s school room, the Band meanwhile playing
% St, Patrick’s Day," .

Mr, Denis Hanuan (Mayor) ccoupied the chair, and said he had
great pleasure on_behalf of the parishioners, in welcoming the Rev,
Father Devoy to Eumara.—~[Applause,] He was deputed to inform
him that they had taken steps to present him that evening with an
address of welcome, No sooner had the wires flashed the intelli-
gence that the Rev. Father was on hiz way hither than their hearts
beat with one impulse to do him honour, hence the large pathering
there before him. He (the chairman) knew that Father Devoy's
misgion to this plane was for a specia) purpose—that of tarthering
the canse of edacation, so dear to Catholics the world over ; which
was not only their cause, but the cange of justice and freedom—that
he was bere in order to provide for their children in New Zealand
that which they conld not conscientiously avail themeelves of other-
wise—a Catholic University Eduncation, so that they might be able to
go forth through the world, among their fellow-men, and hold their
own, both spiritually and temporally, He (M. . Hannan) was
pleased to see that the address contained a paragraph in assurance of
practical sympathy with tbe cause the Rev, Father so worthily repre-
sented, and he trosted that the esteem in which he was held by the
prople of Kumara (who were ever ready in extending their hands not
alone to their own people but to the stranger) would be fully mani-
fested in the direction of materially assisting the Rev. Father in the
noble work of his mission—that which he (the chaiiman) was sure
was more dear to him, and wonld be more prized by him than any
homage which could be paid to him personally, As the _Assembly
then present, and the address about to be presented exemplified more
adequstely than be (the chairman} eould, were he gifted to speak for
hours, tte regard and love his old parishioners of Knmara had for
the Rev. Father Devoy, it was needless for him to say more than to
call on Mr. Duggan to read the address.

Mr, P, Doggan then read the address, which was as follows :—
“To the Rev, Father Devoy, 8.M,

* Dear Rev. Father,—With feelinga of deepest love, we assemble
here thinevening to tender you a hearty welcome to Knmara.

“ Although your visit is doomed to be of short duration, yet, we
thank Divine Providence for affording us some opportanity of again
teatifying our undying attachment to you, We assure you, dear Rev,
Father, that we {reasure a vivid recollection of youcr kind and fatherly
Lenevolence, while the sight of the many monuments of your zeal in
this parish never fails to awaken in our hearts sentiments of the
purest affection,

“ Enowing that your miesion at present is in furtherance of the
laudable and charitable work of Catholic Edueation, by soliciting aid
towards the establishment of a much-needed diocesan college, at
Wellington, we promise to render you all the assistance our limited
means will permir, pad thereby give to some ‘extent a tangible proof
of our fidelity,

“ Trueting that our Lord may long favour you with strength and
eve:sincreasing grace to perform the duties of your sucred office,

* We remain, on behalf of the parishioners of Kumara, yours
very sincerely,

*Drris HAMNAN, Mayor,
“W, C. MacDERMOTT,

* JOHN MULVIHILL, MICHAEL MAYLONEY,

“D), CALLAGHAN, P. DUGGAR,"”

The Chairman stated that the Band members were alzo desirons
of pre-enting an address, and ealled npon Mr. James Rochford, wha
zead their address, as £ llows 1=
“ I'o the Rev, Father Devoy, 8,M.

 Dear Rev. Father—We, the members of Eumara Catholic Brass
Band, cannot allow this opportanity to pass without expressing the
dzep debt. of gratitede we owe to you.

“Ever solicitons in onr spiritual and temporal eonearnd, you
were the means of establishing this band, that it may afford us a
source of amusement, and foster amongst us bonds of brotherly
attachment,

** We are happy to inform yon, dear Rev. Father, that we have
endeavoured to keep these objects constantly in view, and by permit-
ting no estrang:ment ta separate 1, we are pleased to be present
here this evening to pay in some measure, snitable honour to your
visit amongst us,

“ Wishing you every happiness bere and heresfter is the exrnest
prayer of the members of Kumara Catholie Brass Band,

“ War, T, RICHARDS, Bandmagter,
“ JaMER ROCAFORD, Becretary,

The Chairman excnsed the Rev, Father Walshe, the parish Prieat,
for hi: absence from the meeting, in consequence of his having had
to fulfll an announcement previously mede to his people at Golds.
borough, viz., that he would there ntend on that (Baturday} evening
to their spiritwal wants and would celebrate first Mass for them the
following morning. Those daties then pecessarily called him away,

The Rev. Fathexr Devoy, who on rising to respond was received
with great applause, said—Mr. Mavor and dear friends, I can assure
you that I was greatly sarpri.ed on my urrival here this evening when
th: Rev. Father Walshe told me that it was publicly announced thag
1 was to receive an addr:ss of welpome, I was surprised becanse I

do rot think that I did anylling whilst among you to merit this
special distinction. It is neual when a priest is leaving one parish
1o proceed to another, for his late parishioners to present him with o

RoBERT JAMES SMITH.
JoarR MoORAN,

toke_n of their esteem and affection, and this had been done on my
leaving Kumars, in a very substantial and gratifying manner. Indeed,
I thank youn very much for your great kindness, Many things, it is
troe, were done in this parish for the greater honour and glory of
God whila I was here, but without your generous co-operation thesc
good works could not have besn carried out. To you, then, in a
8pecial manner praise is due, I was greatly pleaset oa atriving
here to see the vast improvements that have been doune in the chureh,
the presbytery, and the grounds since I left Kumara ; on this aceonnt,
also, I beg to congratulate yon and your worthy pastor, the Rev,
Father Walshe, T was delighted to hear from the Rev, Father
Walshe that the school is in a flourishing condition. To give the
children a good Christian education is the great work of the present
time, and it is very pleasiog to know that the Catholics of Eumara
have always most zenarously supported their school. I am glad that
in your address of welcome you have touched upon the object of my
mission fo the West Cloast, That object is, a8 you are aware, to
collect money for the erection of 8t, Patrick's College, Wellingtou,
We have ssveral convents for the higher education of girls, but we
bave no college for the higher education of hoys, and B, Patrick’s
pollgge. Wellington, is destined to supply this great want ; besides,
it will be a seminary for the education of young men for the priest-
hood. T ghall have to apeak to you on this subject ab snother time,
With regard to the second address, I thank the members of the
Brass Baud for thelr kind seatiments, but I think they give me too
much credit when they say that T founded the band, It was only in
course of formation when I loft here, The honaour belongs to my
worthy sugcessor, the Rev. Father Walshe, I founded the Fife and
Drum Band for the boys, and I regret to hear that, after getting on
so well fora long time, they now begin to fall away. [ mnstcon-
gratulate the members of the Brass Band on their great suceess, for
although as yet I only heard them play one air, still, if they play the
other pleces as well they certainly must have made great progress
—and in & very short time also. I trust that they wilt persevere. They
are a credit to their bandmaster, to the parigh, and to themselves, I
did not intend to make sach a long speech when I stood up ; besides
I feel fatigued after the Iong journey, so I must ask you to excuse
me, I shall have many oppaoriunities of speaking to you before I
leave, I may beon the Coast for the next four or five months ; in
fact, the more money you give me for the great object of my misrion,
the longer I shall be inclined to remain amongst you, Apgain allow
me to thank you for your great kindness. 1 have received many
marks of kigdness at your hands, but I look upon this one as the
greatest. I have always heard it said that no matter whera priests
go in New Zealand, they can naver find more generonsor kind-hearted
people than on the West Coast (applause).

A new pbase of the land question has devsloped itself in the
North of Ireland, Under the Glebe Clauses of the Irish Church
Disestablishment Act a very large number of tenants on glebe estates
purchased their heldings or took long Yaases, the purchasers includ-
ing clergymen of various denominations and a large number of
tenant-farmers, They now complain that the valuation at which
they purchased was excessive, asthe rents at the time were rackrants,
that many of them were obliged to take leases of their hotdings
from the Government at exarbitants remts on pain of being turned
oul, in the hope of being ultimately able to purchase their holdings,
and they demand that those lenses shall be made subject to the Land
Act. The landlords complain that they have since purchasing baen
abliged to reduce renta 20 to 30 per cent. Both sides join in demanding
redress, and point to the Irish Charch surplus as a source from which
pecuniary relief should come, The first public meeting of the new
movement wag held 2t Omagh, Mr. Dickson, M.P., presiding, when a
Glebe Tenants' Association was formed, and a deputation appointed

to seek the co-operation of the Lord Lieutenant in redressing their
grievances.

The Timber Trades' Jowrnel, speaking of the demand for Irish
timber says :—As we confidently anticipated, the sapplies of Irish
beech are now coming forward more rapidly, but we are bound to
gay the samples we have seen so far this season compare mfgvourably
with last Winter's cutting, both in quality and xize; however, at
present it is_too carly to offer a fair report thereon, In larch thers
18 8till o moderate amonnt ol business doing, scme rather heavy con-
signments both for Lancashirs and elsewhers baving lately changed
hands at pricea varying from 16d to 18d per foot, delivered, but the
lotsin question were really fine clean timber, of large dimeusions, The
demand for large sycamore continues brisk, aud as supplies are ar.
Mving somewhat slowly, prices in consequence show an upward
tendency, A quantity of smaller wood was recently disposed of
at 16d and 174 per foot, delivered, Some Irish lime-tree of moderats
size found a ready market at 15d per foot, delivered, while some poles

of the same kind of wood (English), about 12 feet aterage, realised
14d per foot,

A shocking accident oceurred on Jan. 15, on the Bradford,
Birdell, and Kinzn Railway Pennsylvania, A stream of waste oil,
flowing from a tank across the railway track, caught fireas s pas-
senger rain ran inty it, and the train was in 8 moment enveloped
in flames, The passonger car was filled with people who made n
rush for the doora at each end of the carriage, ‘The heat from the
burning oil was, however, so very intonse, that they weie driven back
and had to jump through tbe windows, landing fortanately in the
enow. Tha train in a mass of flame ran on for some distance down
tue mountain side before it conld be stopped, and by thar time the
fira had gained complete hold on the carriages, Both the passenger
coach and the baggage car were eventually almost completely cun-
sumed. Thoagh the majority of the passengers escaped, three women
were burned to death andfsixteen people were injured, most of them
from burns. Some are badly hurt. At the time of the accideat the
track was for a hundred yards covered with oil, and it is supposed
that the gas emanating from it came ioto contact with the firebox,
the result being an explosion, which ignited the ofl,



