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given him ; and eo on at every turn, Don:Bosco determined to sell
a few bits of ground and a vineyard, which were his sole patrimony ;
and his mother not to be outdone in generosity, sent for her linen
and trinkets—marriage presents which she had treasured all her life
—and without hesitation sold one half for the children, and devoted
the rest to adorning the altar of the Blessed Virgin,” Other noble
women also after a time gave their aid, and rendered invaluable
services, and the institntion was improved,—Don Boszo creating
#sindents” who were the most promising of his scholars, and to
whom he gave special instructions on condition that they 1 turn
should teach others. “To teach oneself is one of the best ways to
learn and bis plan succeeded so, well that his students became a
nurset'y of future professors and priests, vocalions developing among
them in proportion as their interest in the obildren increased, The
night-classes aleo flonrished to a surprising degree. But this again
gave umbrage to the authorities ; and the Marquis de Cavour woold
certainly have closed the oratory had it not been for the interference
of the King himself, who sent Count Collegno, an old Minister. of
Btate and a Privy Councillor, to tell the%Prime Minister that ‘be
would not have Don Bosco interfared with,” He also sent 300 franca
to him on New Year's Day, writiog on it with his own hand : ¢ For
Don Boaco's little rogues.’''” Don Bosco, however, was still troubled
by the fact that sc many of his boys had no homes, and were obliged
to spend the nights at hap-hazard wherever they could stow them-
selves away, and at last one evening when a poor 1ad came scaked to
the skin and half dead with hunger to his doora beginning was made
of taking boarders in, and soon, while a crowd of 800 day scholars
made it necessary to open another oratory—there were fifteen of these,
while fifty boys were fed daily, * All this gave an enormous in-
crease of work to Margaret (Don Bosca’s mother), but she never com-
plained, After her arduous labours in the kitchen, she found time to
mend and make their clothes ; while Don Bosco himself pumped the
water, cut the wood, swept the floors, lit the fire, pealed the potatoes,
and even ot some oceasions himself cooked the polentz, He learned
also tailoring and shoemaking, and if his trousers were not of the
most fashionable cut, at any rats they were strong and well sown,”
As to the manner of life led by the priest and his pupils it was the
simplest possible ; their meals were taken out of weoden bowls, each
pupil keeping his spoon in his pocket, 2nd they sat here and there a8
they could find & place, Don Bosco, who fared ae all_the rest, telling
some amusing stories the while, OFf the actual condition of the insti-
tution thus founded we arc given the fullowing accouat. * Of the
workshops, we will only speak of the prioting-press, which has
already furnished many hundred works of education, morals, snd
piety, and many written by Don Bosco himself, There is, likewige,
a foundry for the letters, an elaborata machine for glazing the papers
t bockbinding establishment and another for photograpby and photo-
types—in fact, everything that is required for the production of
books, and even of fine editions. All other trades have likewise their
distinet workshops, masters, and apprentices. Foundations of the
same kind havebeen made throughout Italy, where there are already
seventeen houses, there are also four in France, three in Spain, and
twelve in South America. More than a hundred thowsand children
are now gathered in these homes, and apwards of eix thousand priests
are labonring amongst them, Besides this, thonsands of savages have
been baptised, and a Congregation of Sisters (also founded by Don
Bosco) are teaching the Patagonian children and helping to evange,
lize the pations who know not God.” The especial attention, more.
over, given fo the instruction of the boys in music has preduced
many orgabists and mugical ‘professors,
IN our lest issme we quoted from an American
THE newspaper an awusing dialcgue which pretended
PANAMA CANAL.to repregent that carried on between a * gensa-
tional * preacher and a deacon of his Church as to
what popular subject the parson could choosc for the text of his
next Bunday's sermon, Many subjects were mentioned by the
puzzled divine, who kad found that his congregation were no longer
to be edified, or sinners reached, by the expounding of Holy Berip.
ture,—and among them was the “ Panama Canal question,” We
ourselves, of course, have no pretensions to decide as to what subject
might besnited to the needs of & sensational preacher, and still less,
If possible, to judge as to the tustes of a sensationalized congregation,
or the distance from truth of a sinner’s mind, but so much, at least,
we wmay say that the guestion of the Pauama canal conld be discussed
in & very interesting manner, and in one, perhaps that would as wel]
bave scme remote bearing on morality—if not on religion. The
Panama canal, mesntime, is not of a similar nature with that of the
Jordan Valley for whose construction the Sultan is reported to bave
granted a firman the other day, and which is admirably coleulated,
&% we have indeed scen, to form a topic npou which all the prophets
may display their eloguence—teaching as usnal thoss old Hebrew
onea of the Bible what they meant to say—or what they ought to
bave meant to say if they did not, We can, however, fancy thata
sensational preacher might utter a very pretty denunciation of the
fact, for example, that so glorious and ecripturally cstablished a

power as England should have inherited a colony in the neighbour-,
hood of the canal from a mere buccancer—that it, from Wal.lace
whose name may be found corrupted into that of Belize. It mlgh!‘.,
moreover, cater into the discussion as to how fara coun.try that is
the great pattern to the world of the power io be acquired by an
unbiasead exercise of the right of private interpretation, and a rigid
adberence to the principles adopted from a constant study of the
Bible—and an understanding of it not conferred npon the ungedly,
should, in spite of variovs ireaties, retain its hold upen one or two
points commanding the entrances to ithe canal--consideiing that the
obligations of treaties so made are very strict and may not be brok'en
withont due canse, In violation of more than onc treaty made w1Eh
8pain, nevertheless, England holds the island of Rmatan, and in
disregard of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty she lays claim to certain
naval stations, As we have said, however, it i3 not within oar pro-
vinee to choose a fit subject for a sensational sermon, and even much
less are we qualified to compose & sermon to be delivefed on
such a subjectsoasto * reach sinners,” and therefore it is jmpossible for
us to make any attempt at conjecturing how the sensationsl prgacber
would deal with the matter although, doubtless, he would make it like
anything else, the grounds of deep and edifying teaching. To the
ordinary mind there, nevertheless, appears to be a good deal in the
state of affairs alladed to that may require consideration an_d that,
perhaps, is destined at no distant day to come very prominently
before the worli—that ia destined to be of particular interest to
these colonies, which will be influcnced in no unimportant extent by
the construction of the Panama canal and much concerned to have
it left a free highway, or cne at least in the possession of friendly
hands.~-That a war, meantime, should arise between England and
America with respect ic the command of this ¢anal, as thiuga_are at
present, seems very unlikely, Americain the present condition of
her navy would enter upon such a war on too unequal terms—and
unless she conld secure tne alliance of France, whose fieet united to
hers, according to competent English authority, would be a match
for that of England, she would have but a poor chance of aue(.:ess.
Nor is there much probability that within the century the American
fleet will make & very formidable figure on the seas, for, although
the President's message has recommended its improvement, and we
ghall, no doubt, witness some effort made in that direction ere long,
the resources of the country are against the accomplishment of any-
thing of & very marked importance. Competent seamen are wanting,
in fact, to the Republic, and not only that, but the school wlferem
they may be trained is not at hand, for, whatever may otherwise be
the opinion as to the benefita conferred, or the losses entailed upon
the Btates by the protective system in vogue there, it cannot b’e
denied that one of its results has been to destroy the copntrys
merchant navy, and American boys, as a rule, have been obliged to
tarn their energies to some other outlet, An efficieat American. ﬂct?t,
then, lies in the far future—if even the future may contain its
potentiality, and there doss not arise that flerce contest between
capital and labour, and all the furious turmoil that Lord Macaulay
predicted for the twentieth century in the couniry alluded to, and
which must mar snd desteoy its civilisation. The Englist} GOVBTD-
ment, therefora, are prabab'y acting with their eyes open in Tetaln-
ing their hold upon destrable positions at the entrance of the Panama
canal, or securing new positions there as the case may be, at tha_ risk
of incurring the anger of the States. And even if a seneatlol?ai
preacher, especialiy an American, might find in the breach of lrea.tkes
something to declaim against, have we not long since recog{med
that i everything relating to the policy of the State—io the govern- .
ment of dependencies, or the welfare of the country, the end justifies
the means—the motte is, as we know,only detestable when placed
by evangelist or atheist in the months of Jesuit teachers, At any
1ate, whatever preachers might find to condemn, it will be agreeable
to these colonies of oura to have the full assurance that the mother
gountry exercises, and will maintain, a full control over both the
canals by whicii these Southers seas are connected with those of the
Northern hemisphere,
OF the manner in which Don Bosco manages his
A hoys the evidence given o Lord Palmerston speaks
BEMARKABLE conclusively,—The FEnglish statesman ca_lled ) at
MAN. Valdoceo, without being kuown, and.ha.vmg in-
spexted the institution, asked the priest how he
managed a thousand boys without punishment *“Don Bosco smiled
and said, ) Stay with us till evening, and you will see. Lord
Palmerston stayed, and went into the chapel, where, after the eve-
ning recreation, the boys had all assembled, and then he heard Don
Bosco speak to them, He witnessed their simple and voluntary con-
fession of the faults of the day, and Don Bosco's little words of
coungel and loving enconragement to cach, and when he came out
he wrung Don Bosco’s hand, and said, * Now Iunderstand, ¥You
have won all their hearts, and so ean mould them as you please.'
Then he gave his name, and said that, f for the firet time he had
realised what love conld do with those untaught,}rough natures,”
Of these boys upwards of twenty-five thousand leave the schools yeatly,



