
Inour last issue we quoted from an American
THE newspaper an amusing dialogue which pretended

PANAMA CANAL,to represent that carried on between a " sensa-
tional" preacherand adeacon of his Church as to

what popular subject the parson could choose for the text of his
next Sunday's Bermon, Many subjects were mentioned by the
puzzled divine, whohadfound thathis congregation wereno longer
to be edified,or sinners reached, by the expoundingof Holy Scrip,
ture,— and among them was the "Panama Canal question." We
ourselves,of course,havenopretensionstodecideas to whatsubject
might besuited to theneeds of a sensational preacher,andstillless,
if possible,to judge as to tbe tastesofa sensationalizedcongregation,
or thedistance from truth of a sinner's mind, butsomuch,at least,
wemaysay that the questionof the Panama canal couldbe discussed
inavery interesting manner,andinone, perhaps that wouldaswell
have seme remote bearing on morality

—
if not on religion. The

Panama canal,meantime,isnot of asimilarnature with thatof the
JordanValley for whose construction the Sultanis reportedtohave
granted a firman theotherday,and which is admirably calculated,
as we have indeedseen,to form a topic upon whichall theprophetsj
may display their eloquence

— teaching as usual those oldHebrew
ones of the Bible what they meant to say— or whatthey ought toI
have meant to say if they didnot. We can, however, fancy thata
sensational preacher might utter averyprettydenunciationof the
fact, for example, that bo glorious and scrlpturally established a
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power as England should have inheritedacolouy in the neighbour-.
hood of the canal from a mere buccaneer— that it, from Wallace
whosename may be found corruptedinto thatof Belize. Itmighty
moreover, enter into the discussion as to how far acountry thatis
the great pattern to the world of the power tobe acquiredby an
unbiassedexercise of the right of private interpretation,and arigid
adherence to the principles adopted from a constant study of the
Bible— and an understanding of itnot conferred upon theungodly,
should, in spite of various treaties,retain its holdupon oneor two
pointscommanding the entrances to thecanal-r-consideiing that the
obligationsof treaties somade are very strictandmaynot bebroken
without due cause. In violationof more than one treaty madewith
Spain,nevertheless, England holds the island of Ruatan, and in
disregard of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty she lays claim to certam
naval stations. As we have said, however,itis not withinonr pro-
vince tochoose a fit subject for asensationalsermon, andevenmuch
less are we qualified to compose a sermon to be delivered on
suchasubjectsoasto

"reachsinners,"and thereforeitis impossiblefor
us tomakeany attemptatconjecturinghow the sensationalpreacher
woulddeal with the matteralthough, doubtless,hewouldmakeitlike
anything else, thegrounds of deep and edifying teaching. To the
ordinary mind there, nevertheless, appears to be a gooddeal in the
stateof affairs alludedto that may require considerationand that,
perhaps, is destined at no distant day to come very prominently
before the world— that is destined to be of particular interest to
thesecolonies, whichwill be influenced innounimportant extentby
the constructionof thePanama canal and much concerned to have
it left a free highway, oroneat least inthe possessionof friendly
hands.

—
That a war, meantime, should arise between England and

America with respect to the commandof this canal,as thiugsareat
present, seems very unlikely. America in the presentconditionof
her navy would enter upon such a war on too unequalterms

—
and

unless she could secure tne alliance of France, whosefleet united to
hers, according to competent English authority, wouldbeamatch
for that of England, she would have but a poor chance of success.
Nor is theremuchprobability thatwithin the century the American
fleet will make a very formidable figure onthe seas, for, although
thePresident's message has recommended its improvement, and we
shall,no doubt,witness someeffort made in thatdirectionerelong,
the resourcesof the country areagainst the accomplishment of any-
thing of averymarkedimportance. Competentseamenare wanting,
in fact, to the Republic, and not only that, but the school wherein
they may betrained is not athand, for, whatever mayotherwise be
the opinion as tothebenefits conferred, or the losses entailedupon
the States by the protective system invogue there, it cannot be
denied that one of its results has been to destroy the country's
merchant navy, and American boys,as arule, have been obliged to

turn their energies tosomeother outlet. AnefficientAmerican fleet,
then, lies in the far future— if even the future may contain its
potentiality, and there doas not arise that fierce contest between
capital and labour, and all thefuiious turmoil thatLordMacaulay
predicted for the twentieth century in the country alluded to,and
which must mar anddestroy its civilisation. The English Govern-
ment, therefore,areprobably acting with their eyes openinretain-

ing their holdupondesirable positionsat theentranceof tbePanama
canal, or securingnew positions thereas the casemay be, at therisk

of incurring the anger of the States. And even if a seneational
preacher,especially anAmerican,might findinthebreach of treaties
something to declaim against, have we not long since recognised
that ineverythingrelating to the policy of theState— to thegovern- "

mentof dependencies,orthe welfare of the country, theendjustifies
themeans— the motto is, as we know,only detestablewhenplaced
by evangelist or atheist in the mouthsof Jesuit teachers. Atany
rate, whatever preachersmight find tocondemn, it will be agreeable
to these colonies of ours to have the full assurance that themptb® r

country exercises, and will maintain, a full control over both the
canals by whichthase Southernseas areconnected with those of the

Northernhemisphere.

Of themannerin which Don Bosco manages his
A boys the evidencegiven to LordPalmerston speaks

kemahkable conclusively.— The English statesman called at
man. Valdocco, without being known, and having in-

spected the institution, asked the priest how he

manageda thousandboys without punishment
"

Don Bosco smiled
and said, ;« Stay with us till evening, and you will see.' Lord
Palmerston stayed, andwent into the chapel, where, after the eve-
ningrecreation, the boys hadallassembled,and then he heardDon
Boscospeak to them. He witnessed theirsimple and voluntary con-
fession of the faults of the day, and Don Bosco's little wordsof
counsel and loving encouragement to each, and whenhe came out
he wrung Don Bosco's hand, and said, 'Now Iunderstand. You
hate won all their hearts, and so can mould them asyou please.'
Then he gave his name, and said that, ' for thefirst time hehad
realised whatlove could do with those untaught,!rough natures."
Of theseboysupwardsof twenty-five thousandleavethe schoolsyearly,

givenhim;andso onat every turn. Don-Bosco determined to sell
a fewbitsofground andavineyard, whichwere his sole patrimony;
andbis mothernot tobeoutdone in generosity, sent for her linen
and trinkets-— marriagepresentswhich shehad treasuredallherlife—

and withouthesitationsold onehalf for the children, anddevoted
therest toadorning the altar of theBlessed Virgin." Other noble
womenalso after a time gave their aid, andrenderedinvaluable
services, and the institution was improved,— Don Bosco creating"students

"
whowere the most promising of his scholars, and to

whomh« gavespecial instructions on condition that they in turn
shouldteach others. "To teachoneself is one of the best ways to
learn and bis plan succeeded so, well thathis students became a
nuraefyof futureprofessors andpriests, vocations developingamong
themin proportionastheirinterestin thechildrenincieased. The
night-classesalso flourishedtoasurprising degree. But this again
gaveumbrage totheauthorities;and the Marquisde Cavour would
certainlyhaveclosedtheoratoryhadit not been for theinterference
of the King himself, who sent Count Coflegno, an old Minister of
State and a Privy Councillor, to tell thefjjfome Minister that 'he
wouldnot haveDon Boscointerfered with.' He also sent 300francs
tohimon New Year's Day, writingon it with bisown hand: " For
DonBosco'slittlerogues.'

"
DonBosco, however, wasstill troubled

by the fact that so many ofhis boys hadno homed,and wereobliged
tospend thenights athaphazardwherever they could stow them-
selvesaway,andat lastoneevening when apoor ladcame soaked to
theskinand half deadwithhunger to his doorabeginning wasmade
of taking boardersin,andsoon,while a crowd of 800 day scholars
madeitnecessarytoopenanother oratory

—
there were fifteenof these

)
while fifty boys were fed daily. "All this gave an enormous in-
creaseof work toMargaret (DonBosco'smother),but shenever com-
plained. After her arduouslabours in thekitchen,she found time to
mendandmake their clothes;whileDonBoscohimself pumped the
water,cut the wood,swept the floors,lit the fire, pealedthepotatoes,
andeven onsomeoccasionshimself cooked thepolenta. Helearned
also tailoringand shoemaking,and if his trousers were not of the
mostfashionablecut,at anyrat9they were strong and well sown."
As to themannerof life ledby thepriestand his pupils it was the
simplestpossible; theirmeals weretakenout of woodenbowls,each
pupilkeepinghis spooninhis pocket, and they sathere and therea 8
they could find a place, Don Bosco, who faredasall.therest, telling
someamusing stories the while. Of theactual conditionofthe insti-
tutionthus founded wearc given the following account. "Of the
workshops, we will only speak of the printing-press, which has
already furnished many hundred works of education, morals, and
piety, and many written byDon Boscohimself. There is, likewise,
a foundry for theletters, anelaboratemachine for glazing the paper>
abookbindingestablishmentandanother forphotography andphoto-
types

—
in fact, everything that is required for the production of

books,and even of fine editions. All other trades have likewise their
distinct workshops, masters, and apprentices. Foundations of the
samekind havebeenmade throughout Italy,where there arealready
seventeenhouses, therearealso four inFrance, three in Spain, and
twelvein South America. More thana hundred thousand children
arenowgatheredin these homes,andupwardsof six thousand priests
arelabouring amongst them. Besides this,thousandsof savageshave
beenbaptised,and a Congregationof Sisters (also founded by Don
Bosco)are teaching thePatagonian childrenandhelping to evange.
lizethe nations whoknownot God." The especial attention, more,
over,given to the instruction of the boys in music has produced
manyorganists and musical'professors.

2


