Friday, March 14, 1884,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

11

view 10 detect them. Representations baving been made to the
French police on the subject, every assistance is being afforded to the
English officers to effect the arrest of the offenders.

At the wool sale on Tueeday 12,300 bales were offered, There
was & firm and active demand, (Good qualities ware about the same
a8 at the close of lastsales. On Wednesday 12,000 bales were offered.,
The tone was rather weaker, The withdrawals amount to 26,000
bales. The present series of wool sales close un March 15 On
Friday 13,000 were offered. Prices remained stea-ly, but the demand
was not active on Saturday, 12,800 were offeied, and the markes was
unchanged,

The 1eport of the Westarn Pacific Commission has now been
published, and shows that it was correctly summarised in the message
torwarded in October last, It recommends that any austhority
exercised beyond the confines of Australia should be wholly of an
Imperial character, and that the existing machinery is sufficient for
the purpose. It recommeonds that commissioner, with the status of
en Australian Governor, should be regident in New Guinea, and that
naval officers on the station should be authoriged to bring all offenders
before the Court, It is essential that the labour traflic should be
entirely under Imperial control, and that the recraiting of women
should ba stopped, except the immediate relations of male recruits,
Authority should also be given to puaish native outrages on the whites,
The conncil of British residents in the Pacific should be empowered to
levy tazation to defray part of the cost of the control,

A bloe-book just fssued on the recidiviste question shows that
the English Government informed France that they would regard it
a8 an unfriendly act if the number of conviets in New Caledonia was
incrensed, and repeatedly arged that they shonld be sent elsewhere,

« Ferry, replying early in January, suggested that the display of
Colonial feeling on the question was prompted by a thirst for anpexa-
tlon; to which Lord Lyons replied stating that the fesling of the
Colonies againgt the vecidiviste scheme was perfectly gennine, and
rapidly growing stronger, M, Ferry stated that the recidivistes now
being sent to New Caledonia were not many, and that they were not
positive criminale, and wete atrictly prohibited against leaving the
island, Most of the Franch criminals were now sent to Cayenne,
He, however, refused to give any pledge that no mere should be sent
to New Caledonia, hut said he would bay reasonable respect to the
feelings of the Australian Colonies in_the matter, and the Governor
of New Ualedonia would be instructed to apply for the extradition of
all escaped conviots,

Intelligence has been received that the British troops from
Trinkitat bave arrived at Sonakim and landed there, Hostilitiez have
broken out in Kordefan between the rebels and certai
An engagement wag recently fougbt at o place to the northward of

id. The followers of El Mahdi mustered fully a thousand, but
the loyal Arzbs mustered a atrong force, and inflicfed a severs defest
upon the rebels, The first and sécond hattalions of the Boyal Bnesex
Hegiment have been ordered to proceed to Siout, a town abont 150
miles south of Cairc on the Nile in Upper Egypt. The ultimate
destination of the troops has not transpired. News has been received
from Jeddah, a seaport in Arabiaon the eastern shore of the Red Bea,
that the Bedouin Arabs living in the neighbourhood have broken out
in revolt, and have already committed great excesses. The remainder
©of Baker Pasha's puns and a quantity of plunder have been recovered
near Tokar, and the Arabg appear cowed. Major-ganeral Graham has
determined to attack Osman’s forces unless they at once disperse,

TumsDAY,

Yhe Republique Franeals ridicules tho protest of the Australian
Colonies against the roeidiviste scheme, and says it is not worthy of
being seriously disenssed, Another French journal contends that
the convict guestion is only used a3 & pretext o aid in obtaining the
annexation of the New Hebrides,

On the news of Baker Pasba’s ronte being received in London,
the French Ambassador had a conference with Harl Granville, and
offered the co-operation of the French forces in Igypt, proposing
that the French troops be landed at Souakim, and march thence tg
the relief of Ebartoum, the ultimate seltlement of the Soudan
question to be left to a conference of the Powers, Lord Granville
reserved his reply to the offer.

James O'Eelly, the Egyptian correspondent of the London Daily
News, who was supposed to be killed, turned up at Assiot on
January 5,

Sir Henery Parkes bas written to 4 Paria Paper pointing oul that
the sending of French conviels to New Caledonia is regarded as s
serfous grievance by the Avstralzsian Cologies.

The lecture of Henry George, the Socialistie reformer, at Dundee
on February 3 drew a packed and enthusiastic andience,

Lord Hartington, Becreiary for War, has obtained sanction to a
scheme for increasing the effective army. The recruiting system
will be modified, and the standard of height made shorter,

The Cobden (lub has cirenlated 20,000 copies of a pawmphlet by
Giffen, entitled * Progress of the Working Clagses,” which My, Glad-
stone prononnoces the -beat answer to the doctrines advanced by Mr,
Henry George. T

Mr, Gladstone was the gubject of an unpleasant surprise on the
afiernoon of February 14, He was walking along Bond street, un-
attended, on his way to the House of Commons, when suddenly a
man seized him by the collar and brought him to g standsiill. My,
Gladstope with some difficulty shook off his assailant, and continned
on foot fo bis destination, It was asserted later that the man's
action was due te a stupid wager,

Osman Digma, the leader of the rebels in Eastern Soudan, has
refused to surrender to the British force, and announced his doter.
mination of fighting., General Grabam'y troops were to advance
apainst the rebels to-day and it was expected o battle would take
place, Osman Digma is preaching & holy war. Major-Gieneral
{irabam hopes to indace the iriendly Azabe to block Osman's retreat
ta the mountains, Governor Gordon advocates the employment of a
British cavalry force to reopen communication with Berber while the
infantry, in company with Bir E. Wood's forees, operate un Wady
Haliz, " An emisgary from the Mahdi is endeavouring Lo induce the

Arab tribes north of Khartoum to rise ; and Governor Gordon admits
the situation to be eritical, Telegrams have been recsived stating
that he is unable to make arrangements for the relief of the garrison
at Khartoum without the aid of & military force, .

Joun Morrin, an old and much-respected settler in the Tunmar}na
district, died yesterday morning from lockjaw, the effect of crushing
two of his fingers whilst moving a log. He was 48 years of age, and
leaves n wife and 12 children,

The two principal Ngatiporon chiefs, Major Ropata and Tuta
Tihoniho, who have always hitherto oppoaed each other, have now
sgreed, and it is believed this will lead to the opening and settling of
& large area and to the settlement of & lot of disputes, The first
result has beon that the two ohiefs, with My, Rees, have bought out
Bomerville and Hay's claims in a rumber of blocks for £15,000.

In a short visit to Auckland the Rev, Father Lemenant de
Chesnais has collected over £300 for St. Patriok’s College, Wellington,

David Heeney, a farmer, was attacked by & two-yee.r_-o[d polied
bull yesterday morning, and tossed over a fence, He austained severe
internal injuries, and is in & cnitical coudition, .

George Hare, 3 firewood-dealer residing at Para, on the Picton
road, whilst returning from Pleton on Saturday night on horseback,
wag drowned in the Waitohi Creek which overflowed its banks and
covered the bridge, The body was found olose to his residence,

Messrs Redmond have arrived in Queenstown en roufe for London,
They were warmly welcomed by a iarge concourse of Leaguers. Mr,
J., E. Redmond made speech, in which he dwelt npon the suceess of
thelr mission to the Australasian Oolonies and America, Ha
announced that the National League would continme to maintain its
position of ne compromise with the landlords, and expressed the
opinion that until the latter are abolished crimes and cutrages are
noi likely to cease, .

A large weeting wan held last night at the Garrison Haill, Dun-
eiin, for the parpese of expressiog an_opinion with respect to the
action of the Land Board in the Waikouaiti cases, The following
resolutions were passed unanimously :—(1} “That #s ou the proper ad-
ministration of the land laws depends in a great measure the progress
of the Colony, this meeting views with regret the action of the
majority of the Land Boardin declining to either submit the questivn
of the ocenpation of lands in the Waikounaiti distriets to the Buprems
Court decision, or to cancel the licenses of the present holders, Messrs,
Borthwick and Hertsiet.” (2) “That this meeting, believing
that the provisions of the Land Acts have been inflm_ge_:d by Messrs.
Borthwick and Hertslet, respectfully requests the Minister of Lands
to vindicats the law, either by appeal fo the Supreme Court or other-
wise.” (3) * That this mestig is of opinion that the only way of con-
serving the Crown lands of the Colony for the beneft of the people is to
dispose of thema ou a tenure of lease ouly ;: and this meeting thaunks
the Minister of Lands for his efforls in this direction, and also for
his general administration of the lands.” (4) “ That the thanks of
this meeting be tendered to Messrs, Stout, Duncan,_ and Bradshaw
for the independent action they have taken in the interests of the
public on this question.”

WEDNREDAY.

Threats emanating from Feniana having been made against the
life of Lord Lansdowne, the guard of Government House has been
doubled, and other precantions are being taken for the safety of
His Excellency, . . )

The Goverament has erdered Qount Lubuiamia,- a Polish land-
owner, to sell his property and quit Russia. He is scensed _of con-
ducting a Catholic propaganda, and exciting the people against the
authorities,

A mesting of Nationalists at Ballymote, 8ligo, on February 3,
was attended by a party of Orungemen, and in a riot that ensued
three Nationalists were wounded by shots, and aldo two Orangemen,
The police surrounded the dwellings of the Orangemen to-prevent
the Nationalists from wrecking them. A meeting at Donoughmore
was proclaimed, but was held outside Lhe town.

Anticipating the coming debate on Ireland, Mr, J. M. Healy,
M.P, for Mouaghan, published on February 7, a pampblet called
* Loyalty plus Murder,”’ containing extracts from vituperative Orange
8peeches, and articles and descriptions of scenes ob violence in Ulster
in which the Orangemen participated. In introducing it, Mr. Healy
attacks Earl Spencer. The pampilet is issued in an orange-colourcl
cover,

The German Adiiralty is discussiog a proposal to ask lhe
Reichatag to vote 7,000,000 marks to maintain ironclads, construct
torpedo boats, and increase the number of soldiers. i

The Nationalists’ meeting at Newport on January 27 was, in
spite of the storm thatraged ab the time, atlended by at least 10,000
people. Measrs, Mayne, Biggar. and O'Brien, M,P.'s .and many
priests were there A resolution was passed, declaring the last
Act inadequate, and 1he emigration system a brutal blonder, Meet-
ings were also held at Parsonstown and Edgeworthstown.

A convention of farmers at Callan on February 1 donounced
Lord Rossmore and the Orangemen, and it was resolved to prohibit
honting on the lands of the farmers, and, if necessary, to prevent it,
The farmers declare they will poison their grounds, .

According to & despateh from Rome, tht_a Pope, cnmn_x‘enung on
the hostilities in Tongquin and Soudan exclaimed, “The Church bas
small cause to ihapk the great western Powers for their service on
bebalf of religion and civilisation, When Africa and Tonquin are
pacified we shall be at a point where we were l}alf a century ago,

Hanlon, who is a passenger by the mail boat, comes to the
Australian colonies as a fourist, paying his own expenses, but is pre-
pared to row soyone who will test him. it was expected that
Beach would be pitted against bim, but on being told that Trickett
bad latcly beaten Beach and was champion of Audstralia, he said e
supposed he would have to meet his old opponent. Hanlon will pro-
bably spend a few months in Australia, and when he returns will
give exhibitions in New Zenland if suitable arrangements can be
made. He brings with him a boat of Spanish cedar, 1110, in width,
which weighs 2005, . ,

Very rich gold has been found in the Eurcka mine, at Hargrew’s
Mudgee district, New South Waleg,



