
A discovery has been made in London of some
AN enemy infernal machines charged with dynamite, and

has left in the cloak roomof arailway terminus. The
DONE this also,clockwork intended toexplodethe dynamite, it is

said, hadgone out of order, and thus what would
otherwise have been a very dangerous and harmful outrage was
prevented. Atthe time we writenothing has been discoveredasto
the persons

—
the abandoned wretches, wemaysay

—
who were guilty

of this action, but themind of the public has, of course, turnedto
theIrishnationalist ranks and accredited them with the guilt. This
was the coaise followed also with respect to the explosionsin the
underground railway, but nothing has occurred to confirm the
suspicion, and, on the contrary,the American ambassador, Minister
Lowell,has expressly declaredthere wasno foundation whatever for
it.

—
But,in the presentinstance, it appearstoas there is, ifpossible,

less reasonto suspect Irishmenor. Irish Americans, for, no doubt,
eversince theaffair ontheunderground railway,officialseverywhere
have been on the alert, and menof the well-knownappearanceof
the partiesin question could not escape observation. Itmust be
rememberedalso that, in the case inwhich Wolff was arrested the
otherday,an explosion was imminent, with whichno Irishmannor
IrishAmerican, would havehadanyconnectionwhatever. The fact,
moreover, that the infernal machines discoveredare said to be of
American manufacture, is of little significance, for anAmerican-
mademachine might be in the hands of anyone,— and any party
intending tocommit anoutrage,orpretending tohavesuch aninten-
tion, might, andmost probably would,obtain such amachine for the
purpose. So much mischief,atleast, the boastings of the miserable
O'DonovanRossa and the clique with whom he is connected have
actuallydone, that they havemademiscreantsof allkinds acquainted
withareadymeans of commiting crime, and furnished them with a
cloak under whichtoshelter themselves. Nobody can doubt that
thereareinLondon crowds of criminals, who havenoIrish orIrish
Americansympathies, but who are willing to avail themselves of
any desperatemeansof workingout their ownends— but,as wehave
said, it wasa very unlikely time for any Irishman,or Irish American,
toobtain admittance unnoticed toanypart of a London terminus.
The officials were certainly on their guard, and would have
beenchary about such a person'sluggage,— The attempt, particularly
since the machines failed toexplode,and wereopportunelydiscovered,
seemsmuch morelike the outcome of a ploton the part of someone
belongingtothe railway

—
possibly someone desirousof seeing more

hands employed about the station, and anxious to have special
watchmenengaged—

or discharged employees havebefore nowbeen
willing to wreak vengeance for their wrongs real or imaginary.
There are,besides,many enemies of the Irish nationalists eager to
seize uponany opportunity of prejudicing themstill morebitterly in
thepubliceyes,andin such anattempt aneasy meansof doing so
wouldbe found. Still, we areaware that thereis acertainclique in
Americawhoatbest arevicious fools,andwhom at worst it would
behard to describe Inany language we could use ;who,if they besincere, arc fit for anything of whatever infamy

—
and if they be

not sincerebuthavebeen bribedto brag andbluster, andmake their
boastof promiscuousmurder, arestill very deep-dyed scoundrels.—
Andthereforetherois always the possibility that this attempt, or
pretendedattempt, wejrefer tomaybe the deedof isomo emissary of
theirs. As to the attemptweneed hardly condemn it

—
we shouldbe

sorry tobelieve that any of our leaders would consider it necessary
that weshoulddeprecatean attempt to destroy innocentlives. We
know of nothing that could justify or extenuate such an attempt

—
hardly even if thehorriblehint given by the worthyradicalLeathern
the otherday wereactedupon,andIrishhills and vales filled with
an unmerited carnage,hardly evenif that were done would there be
theslightest pleaof extenuation for men who would wreak revenge
uponpeoplenotably innocent

—
uponbenevolent or harmless men,

and women, andlittle children, but whileno such,action has beendone, orprobably ever will be done,anunmitigated execration only
must be utteredagainst this deed. Buthorrible thoughsuch attempts
are against thelivesof people in Loik'o-i, there is something that
theyarestill a greatercrimeagainst.— Fair fame isdearer than life,
andapeople'shonour is more even to themthan their nationalexis-
tence. Andsuch crimes asthis arecommittedagainst thehonour of
Ireland;

—
theyhold the people up in the face of the world as a

nation of murderers— apeoplewhoso long as they obtaintheir own
ends arereckless asto the meansneed. The chief glory of the Irish
peopleis to haveresistedthe oppressionof ages for conscience sake,
andher« are men who would proclaim to the worldthat they axe
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"Light laytheearthonBilly'sbreast,

Hischioken-hearo'asotender;
Batbuild acastleonhiehead,

His skull will propitunder."
It is a mercy, then, that there still remains a strong foundation
whereon tlw British Constitution may be propped

—
or if a pon-

derously-pictured John Bull oppressesa loyalheart, that also fits in
with the situation.

roid of conscience, and ready to sacrifice theirsouls for lives t>f
comfort and worldly goods. These men are giving usabadname
everywhere throughout the civilistd world and deserve our loudest
reprobationand to be resisted withall our might. We hope, then,
as wehave reason to hope,it was no Irishman or Irish-American
whoattempted this deed.

—
We hope it may prove to be someone

otherwise interested,or openly interested against Ireland,but who-
everitproves tobe, he is the enemy of Ireland, andof the Irishrace
inevery partof the world,andhis projectsare accursed.

Thenews that Russia has joined in the allianc6
WHAT doesIT betweenGermany,Austria, andItaly, shouldhave

mean? somesignificance. But as to what the true signi-
ficanceof theunionmay beitis, perhaps,unknown

withoutthe inmost diplomatic circles,andallthat we of the outer
worldhave torelyuponis speculation. There are, however, abun-
dantgrounds for speculation, and it is impossible to refrain from
venturing tosomedegree upoait. May we not, for example, con-
jecture that thehintutteredby a correspondentof the Times to the
Kingof Roumania.as toMr. Gladstone's interview at Copenhagen
with the Czar,may have beenfoundedon fact,and thathis Imperia
Majestyhadactually beengiven tounderstand thatEngland would
no longerinterferewith any sinster designs he might entertain to-
wardsTurkey1 An understanding withGermany and Austria might
still benecessary, and into it there might perhaps enter the com-
pletionof Austrian affairs in the South,and the rectificationof the
German frontierson theside of Poland;— therectificationoffrontiers
was,as well as werecollect, the correct expressionunder the Third
Empire, The alliance, for aught weknow to the contrary,mayhave
beenmadewitha viow tosomesuch arrangements as these, and, if
thematter is tobe shapedinsuch a way,it isbetter atany rate that
itshould be accomplished by peaceful,,or comparatively peaceful
methods,

—
for Turkey might still havesomeslight ineffectual objec-

tion to urgeby force of arms. Or has the alliance been formed
rather with a view towards the repression of the growing
powers of anarchy, and is it within the bounds of possibility,
as we have often thought it might be, that the democratic
spiritof theagemay at lengthbeencounteredby a fierceattempt to
restore despotism? If this could be done, it should be by the
strengthof greatarmies surrendering themselves inpassiveobedience
to their leaders,— and herein, perhaps, there lies the impossibility
oE the project. It does not liein the disposition of suchamanas
Prince Bismarck, for instance, who is a despot at heart,and only
going with themoreliberalspiritof thetimes so far ashe is unable
to avoidit. Nor canitlie in that of anEmperor of Russia, the in-
heritor of the traditionaltyrannyof ages,andstung to extremesby
the abnormal dangers of bis position. Tbe question, then,is as to
how far tbe armies would be content tobs made the instrument of
despotism. Coulditbe made to the advantage of the ranks tobe-
comesachinstruments, or would they also prove so imbued with thn
democratic notions of the masses as to be unsuited to the required
task 2 Itmustberemembered that when the French soldiers frater-
nised with the people the success of revolution was assured, and
if the soldiers sided against the populace in the outbreak of the
Commune, the case was exceptional and such as forms nobasis of
judgment. Buthowever themattermaybe, in themeantime, thealli-
ance to which we alludemust havesomespecialand importantends*

Iand itwill be interesting to watch the developmentof events.

A Catholicpriest wasattackedat six o'clock on Monday morn-
ing, Jan. 7,in the Place de la Madelene, Paiis. He received several
violent blows,andhis condition is serious.

A correspondentofTheCatholicReview writes: ''In tlieJanuary
number of the NorthAmerican Hevien*, Governor Murray, of Utah,
insists on the injustice of tbepeoplebeing taxed for Mormon schools
to which they cannot sendtheirchildren. This is exactly thecom-
plaintof Catholics with regard to the Protestant majority in this
country generally and thepublic schools. The illustrationmightbe
made use by our writers andspeakers,and therefore1venturetocall
attention to it."

Wa find the followinginthe PallMall Gazette:~ln view of
the estimateswhichare frequently formed of the votingstrengthof
the Irishelement in English politics it may be interesting to note
that at the last census thenativesof Ireland who werepresent in
England andWales numbered562,374, being in theproportionof 21,
65 to1,000 of the entire population. The number is not anincreas-
ing quantity, for in 1861it w.is 601,634, andat each census sinceit
hasfallen gradually. These figures show that relatively to \hewhole
populationof thecountry the Irish element hnot formidable, but its
unequildivisionoverthe country concent:ates its s'ren^th incertain
districts. In the agricultural ciuntius thenumber of Irish is insigni-
ficant,but in the manufacturing and mining counties and boroughs
they form a largeproportionof the population. Thus, inLiverpool
they arereckoned at 12.8 percent.;inBirkenhead8.8 ;inSt. Helen's
8.5;in Manchester 7.5 ; inSalford 7.4 ; in Lancashire 6.1; in.
Cumberland 6.6 per cent.,andsoon. To thesefiguresmost be added
the descendants of Irishemigrants, whose sympathies are thrownin-
tothescale o£ their people, so that altogether they must form no
inconsiderable voting power in the constituencies in which they
congregate,
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