
A REMARKABLYheavy stormof windand rainoccurredat HokitikaonWednesday, causing a big freshin tberiver,and flooding the low-lying parts of the town. The Christchurch coach, due on Wednes-
evening,arrived to-night. The vessels in porthavebeenbar-boundsince1u»sday last, through stressofweather.Mr. Ciendon,8.M.,at Whangarei, has been fined for having ahorse astraymtbestreet, and a J.P.had tobe got tosit in judgmenton the ernng magistrate,whoashort timepreviouslyhad commentedseverely on this offence whendelinquentswere brought beforehimTbe decisionof tbeOtagoLandBoard yesterday Intbe Strath-Taien dummy cases was that thelicensesshould notbe issued andthatall improvementsandmoneys paid shouldbe forfeited.The evidencetaken in the Wairarapacollision inquiry batbeenforwarded to tbeMarine Departmentat Wellington. A further in-quiry willbe heldinMelbourne.GreatinterestattachesinBerlin to the warmreceptionaccordedto the Grand Duke Michael and to General Gourka. Russia hasjoined Prince Bismarck'sleague.

The South Australian gunboat Protector willmake a trial tripm the middle of April, and will sailsoon afterwards. Her sunsnavealready been tried, andprovedtobe excellent.It is announced thatAdmiralMiotthas beenappointed tosuper-cede AdmiralGalhber as commanderof theFrench fleetin Malaywaters. *
The latest intelligencetohand from Tonqninannounces that theJOrench commander-in-chief has massed the troops which recently
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aU immedlateadvttnce willbemadeuponBaoNino

Satubday.
«, *TSc nal "tetwtics ofAucklanddistrict,iustpublished,show

a . numberot offences reportedin this district last yearwa? Viz!'m conQection with which3679persons were apprehendedand 1294 proceededagainstby summons. This showsan increase of98 in thecases reported,152 in thepersonsapprehended, and 193 inthenumbersummoned.
The iA/ttelton Timesof Friday says :— Mr.Smart, themanagingdirectorof thePremierProspecting Company, who, for some threeweeks,has beenengaged inprespecting in the valley of the Bakaiareturned to townyesterday. Hereports that theweatherdurinj? hisstay wasbeautifuluntil the last two or threedays. He found Some'boulders of quartz showing gold, and also came across lareedeposits of sand in the river bed, precisely similar to thaton theHouthbndgebeach. In addition to these indications of gold MrSmart discoveredcertainsigns of copper, which inducedhim to'cometo town,and securea license tosearch for thismetal over 260 acresof landin the FightingHilldistrict.In the House of Commons on Thursday night Mr Gladstonpintroducedabillfora reformof the franchise. The measure providesfor a uniform qualification throughout the three Kingdoms ThePremierannounced thatabill for dealing with there-distribution ofseats would beintroducednext session.A. bagcontaining201bs. ofdynamite, withclockworkmachiuervwas foundonThursdayin the cloak-roomat Chafing Cross railwav^station. Aninfernalmachinewasalso foundat Paddingtonrailway-station. These discoveries indicatethat a project is onfoot todestroy

theLondon termini, and considerable alarm prevails in the nublicmind. *
A force, under Major-general Graham, has received orders toadvance against the enemy,anda forwardmovement was tobe madeyesterday. Two battalions of Egyptian troops,under command ofBritish officers, started for Assouan, on the Nubian frontier, at thefirst cataractpf theNile, with the object of opposing the advanceof the rebelsmthatdirection.

Monday.
Theinfernal machines foundat the Victoria, Charing Cross andPaddiiigton railway stations are identical in construction, andareshown to be of American manufacture. Itis proved that the clock-■workmechanism in theone foundat thePaddingtonstationfailedtoact. Haditacted aseriousexplosionwould haveoccurred«~JF}HL 11Vr Electoral Reform Bill will, it is estimated, create2000,000 of additional voters, and Mr. Gladstone suggests thatadditional representation in the shapeof a limited increase in thenumber of members in the Houseof Commons should be grantedHe isnot, however, favourableto any reductionin thenumber ofIrishmemberd.
The wool cataloguecontains108,000 bales. Competition iseoodbutmerinosareeasy. Crossbredsare firm.News baa been received from Kaesala, a town on the BiverMareb,near the Abyssinian frontier, which has beenin a state ofsiege forsome timepast, thatthe garrisonofEgyptian troops recentlymade a sortie from the place. A strong force of rebels was en-countered,andanengagementensued, which resultedin theirdefeatwithconsiderable losb. Official telegrams just received givenewsofthe victory of theBritish troops under i.ajor-general Graham overthe rebels near Toaki. The message states that the enemy wasat-tacked in forceand ageneral battleensued. The fightiDj? wasverydesperateon bothsides, andlasted tillnightfall. The British werefinally successful at every point, the reiHa being driven from alltheir positions. Our loss is slight, and tfas-Tdown at 10killedand40 wounded. The enemy suffered£»U?,ty, and are statedtohavelost fully a thousand men. General Gordon, as Governor of theSoudan, hasissued aproclamationstating thathe has summoned theBritieh troopsto Khartoumto punish therebels.A gooddealof excitement wascaused overthe steamshipracebetween the Adelaideand Wairarapa. TheUnion boatbad the leada

« r*8."t**1"^ but the Adelaide camonp to her, and the vesselsgened along ata speed of 14 knots an h,our. The Adelaide then

cameup, and the speedwas increased to16knots. Allwasexcite-mentaboardboth-vessels,and agooddeal of alarmwasexhibitedbyaLSTW?^ £ the westchanaei lightship waspassed, theAdelaide hadbeenin theproper oreasternchannel, and wasdrivingahead, when the Wairarapa suddenly shifted her course,and by codoing canted her quitter on tothe Adelaide'sstarboard side withsuch seventy thatsome passengersbelow werethrown out of theirberths, and Borne of the bnlwarks werebent. The positionwas cocutical that thevessel had to gofullspeed astern,bat subWuenU?again steamed ahead. The Wairarap£ stopped, and almost attbJK^J"** obscuredall lights. The Wairarapa sent a
i *£ «* Adelaid« t0 ascertain the extentof damage. It isunder-i sood that theSteamNavigation Board will holdan inquiry'
i* Har*ce'operationsin the Wairaudistrictare nowalmost com-

ipleted. Itis expected thatby theendof next week the whole of thecrops wihbegathered. From all accounts theharvest willbe satin-SnSL S u
Tfc1h?a)t oate>. barley,»nd potatoesareinsplendidcondition, thebarleybeing especiallygood.Ithas been statedat the Auckland City Schools Committee that" ,JSi y ABOA

80SoIVrere.now crowded. andhundreds of children re-jected. As the EducationBoard hasno funds tobuild fresh schools,itwas suggested torentbuildings.
«a

A Vel^°« eof de*JinS wi^ *nerabbitnuisancehas just beenadoptedby the Parsons Brothersinthe Awatere district. Eaily lasttinflof
8y

#
xn,°5niD&'before daylight, whentbe rabbits were downonthe flats feeding,about 1000yards ofstringnetting was hung loosely" v

Tenl?t£* l}eß roundat d^tance» of abouta chain apartJ*E*?°S& HlU< Soon ***** day)ight d°g» were employedto start theRabbits np towards their burrows, and theefforts ofthose engaged in theoperation weresuccessful beyond anticipation.Started by the dogs, therabbitsmade for theirholesin largenum-bers, and rushingat the loosenetting they became entangled in themeshesand werethen easily caught. At two o'clock1700 had been*mcd, andit wasexpectedthatanother600 wouldbe obtainedbeforedark.
Veryheavy floods have occurred inNorthernQueensland. Overllin,of ram fell at Townsvillein onenight. The Endeavourbridge,near Cooktown,was washedaway. Greatdisasters and lossof pro-perty hare beenoccasionedamongst the settlers. Thebodiesof threeChinese were found. A man named Galloway and a Kanakaaro
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A if *?hooni* Exchange, which sank. The Bardekin*2L "d,l\e G?cat Northe" railway, which waaconsiderablydamaged. Floods also occurred at Port Darwin, in the Northernlerntory,where a trooper wasdrowned.
Tdesday.

-i.«S$ f°uthlatld.ft"* of yesterday reports that the passengerswho left Invercargillby themorning train for Kingstonhad a novelexperience. After passiag Parawai,it was thought that tbere wouldbeno further trouble from the flood, but soon after leaving Atholanotherbreak wasobservedahead. Speed wasaccordingly slackenedtll'9^ « ?re}*c wa£ rhad«H*oacbed to within a few feet oneach sideof the lme. Herehundredsof rabbits had collected, anda« tbe engine aavancedthey took to the middleof the railway andranbeforeithkea flockof sheep, constantly increasing in numbersas tney went. Borne of the passengerswho hadbeen bewailing theirill luck mhaving toretain to Lunisdenfor thenight becameexcitedat theprospect of the sport, and, jumping out of the train, weresoonengaged in a regular rabbit battue. In some cases walking-sticks werebroughtinto play, in others chnncks of coal didequallygoodexecution. How long the slaughter would have continued isft?^kay'for,the huntershad rabbitstoright of them, rabbits toettof them, andrabbitsin front of them,all hurrying and scurry-inginmortal terror;bat just as the train drew up at the enforcedstopping-place, the bunnies, unable to go farther ahead, plungedrightand left into the waterandswam for dear life. The water wasllv« tv " v em> Bod the Probabilityis that fewof them lived toreach tbeir burrowson the higher country. When the train camefuAuext"?rmn&>jresQly-sWnned carcasses lying about indicatedthat the rabbitershad been on the scene in the interval, and musthavemadea rarehaul.Telegrams aretohand from Candla reporting that a religionsfermenthas commenced amongst the Cretans, whohave repudiated
be iEiremovSr gOVernor o£ the island> aadbeaten to revoltunless
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«*1 :̂illisJI Go7ernment have sent a communication to theUnited StatesGovernmentcomplaining of the assistanceaffordedinAmerica to thedynamite plottersin Englandby themanufacture ofSf^umichm!B
- Another machine, identical with those alreadyseized, has been found at theLudeateHillrailway-station.

vmTF^JIhand from Souakim state that after thebattle on.W^S j under Major-general Graham bivouackedat JH leb, and on Saturday advanced to Takar. Ma<>r-generalurabam telegraphs that the engagement lasted fully threenourg, and that daring that time the fighting vaa most"I?re*ii IB *rooPß captured several gnns anda quantity of warmaterial* The British loss was 30 killed and 142 wounded.Among thelatter wereBaker Pasha andOolenelsBurnaby andBarrow,allof whom sufferedsevereinjuries. The troopsunder Major-generalGraham comprised 3000 infantry,1000 cavalry, and 300 artillery.TheNavalBrigade,with 20 light guns, made the advance in thetortnof an oblong square upon theenemy's forts, containing twoKrupp guns, and began tbe battle. The number of Arabs wasestimated at 10,000, and they made rtioated charges indetachedDoaies, and the marvellous bravery of Ulumli was i.<pcated. Theforts weredefendedwith great tenacifv, hut were filially stormed,
jne&rapp and Gatling guns created feaiful havoc. Finally theArabs, whohad madea standat ElTeb, retired after four hours'fighting, the cavalry pnrsuing them. Latest reports say that 1500rebels were killed in the late engagement. The British troopsleft
" Ha °? Sat"rda» morning and marched to Tokar,whichthey occu-pied during theafternoonwithout opposition Tbe Arab rebels whobad investedthe places withdrew before the British arrived, andoHweano check to tbeir advance. Intelligencehas been receired
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