
Mb. Donald Stbonaoh (on behalf of the New ZealandLoanand Mercantile Agency Company, Limited) reports for the weekended March 5, as follows:—
Fat Cattle.— The market was over supplied to-day, 280 headbeing yarded, proving far inexcessof the trade requirements. The

greater partof these were only medium quality with a fewpens
prime. For the latter there wasfaircompetition,butatlower prices,
whilst other sorts Buffered a considerable decline on last week's.Several pens were also turned out unsold. Best bullocks brought
£8 10s to £10 2s6d;others, £4 15s to £7 10s;ar»d cows, £4 2s 6d
10 £7 6s. We sold on account of the proprietorsof the Seadown
estate 12bullocksat from £9 17s 6d to£10 ;Mr. Andrew M'Laren.Milton,5 bullocksat £6, and7 cows at £4 15s to £7 6s:and quote
prime beef 20s per100ft.

Fat Calves.
—

18 werepennedandsold atfrom 7s to 16seach.
Fat Sheep.

—
There wasavery largesupply pennedfor theweek'srequirements— vie.,3144. Of these about 500 weremerinos only of

mediumquality; the balance crossbreds. The greater portion ofthelatter wereonly medium,and for such prices werelow,and sales
difficult toeffectat a reduction of from la to2s perhead; but for
heavy sheepof primequality prices almostequalto lastweek'swereobtained. Best cross-bredsbrought 16s to 18s 9d;others, 10s 6d to16s, merinos, 8s to 10s 6d. We sold on account of Mr. William «.Telford, Olifton, 160 merinos at 9s;A M'Laren,* Tokomairiro, 280crossbredß, at from12s 9d to 19s;JohnDuncan, Cherry Farm,75 do
at12s to13s9d;A.Sutherland,Palmerston,38 doat 14s;J.Suther-land,Ngapara, and others, 126 do at 11s 3d to 13s 3d, and quote
primemutton2sdper lb.

FatLambs.— 3sl werepenned,mostly good quality, for whichthere wasa verygooddemand,pricesranging from8s 6d to13s. We■oldonaccountof Mr.AndrewM'Laren,Tokomairiro,a'pen at11s:Mr
G. Watson,Pukeuri,apenat11s 3d.

FatPigs.— 2l3 were penned. A large nnmber of these weresuckers, whichsold at from10s to 15s. Porkers and bacon pigs soldatfrom30s to765, We Boldonaccountof Mr.AndrewM'Lnren,Toko-
mairiro,2 at 30s,4 at 465, 3 at60s;Messrs Wilson Bros.,Waihola,15
suckers10s, and2sowsat 60seach.

StoreCattle.
—

There is not much business doingunder thisheadin themeantime,but wehavenodoubterelonga demandwillspring
up for wellbred-quietcattlefor winter feeding.

Store Sheep.
—

We have still inquiries for young merino ewes,
but veryfew are ©ffering. During the week wedisposedof1300 fouriix,andeight-toothmerinoewes'i&ndnowhaveonhandsomegoodlotsfull-mouthedmerinoaudcross-bred ewes.

Wool.— The latestcablegrams fromLondon reporttheFebruary
sales continue firm. From our London office, datedFebruary 28th,
we received the following :—":

— "Wool sales progress firmly. Up to
date 129,000 bales have been sold. The sale programme has been
curtailedby two days." Since our public sale of last week-here ws
disposedprivately of the Glenorchy clip of 301bales merinoat an
advanceon best offer atauction. We purposeholding our next saleonor about the18th inst.

Sheepskins.— Our weekly sale was held on Monday, as usual,
whenwe cleareda full catalogue, and last week's prices werewell
supported. Dry cross-breds brought from Is 7d to 4s 7d; do,
merinos, Is7d to 4s 6d;do.pelts, 2d to lid;green do.Is IdtoIs
4d;lambs', Sd to Is6d.

Rabbitßkins.— We catalogued on Monday a few lots summerskins, which wesold as follows :— Suckers, 2d; full-grownskins,8d
to9^d per ft.

Hides.
—

The demandis steady, withoutany alteration invalues,
allcoming tohandbeing easily disdosed of at from 2d to 2*d for
cut andBlippy ;3dto3sdfor light;3Jdto 4|d formedium toHeavy,
and4sd for extraheavy clean hides.

Tallow.
—

The marketis quitebare,andall coming forwardmeets
with ready sale. Wesold atauction onMonday mixedat 25s to29s ;
medium togood, 30s to32s6d;and passedin 7 casks prime at 33s ;
andsold rough fat,ofmedium quality,at 20s 6dto 22s per cent.

Grain.
—

Wheat :Therearesamplesof newfromtheNorth being
offered, anda few truck-loadscame tohand for immediate require-
ments, but millersshownodisposition.to go in largely at tbeprices
nowasked— that is, from 4s to 4s Id for prime velvet, deliveredin
Dunedin,bags givenin. So long as the London marketcontinuesat
its present level, however,we fear the tendency of prices will bedownward,as shippersarenot atall likely to operate at the above
prices. Fowl wheatis plentiful atfrom2s 6d to4s. Oats:These are
only inquired fur in small parcels to satisfyimmediate wants. Thereisnodemandfor shipment, and prices now offered are reduced to
aboutequal to those ruling before tbe late rise. We quote prime
milling at2s;short bright feed, Islid to2s;medium togood. Is8d
toIs lOd,bags given in. Barley:Therearesamplesol new forward,
but wehaveheard ofno transactions.

Ryegrass Seed.
—

Several parcelsof thenewcropare forward,but
the demandis limited,andbutvery smallbusiness is being done.

Thelast French survivor of thebattle of Trafalgar has just died
atGrnissan (Aude) at the advanced age of 96. This veteran,HenriBlanc, wasonboard theFrenchline-of-battle-shipMontBlanc,which
had allher masts shot awayat Trafalgar, andsurrendered when shewasin a sinking condition. Blanc wasaprisoner ofwarinEngland
for sevenyears.

Messes.Mercer Bros., Princes street, report:
—

Fresh butter
(in £lb. and lib. prints),' best quality, 9d per lb.; ordinarybutter, 8d per lb.;eggs, Is3d;roll bacon, 7£d per Ift; good saltbutter, in kege,7£d per lb.; cheese,4d per lb.

OtagoLand Boabd.— -At Wednesday's meeting the following
applications weregranted :— Thatof W. Smith to purchase section117,block XIX.TuapekaEast; that ofE. Mannel topurchase3 acres,
block11., Teviot ; that of W. F. M'Farlanefor 30 acres bush land,
Rankelburnand Glenkenich, for oneyear at 4s;that of the Waitaki
County Council for 3 acresgravel reserve,Maerewhenua;that of C.Archer for coalmining lease, section 18,block V., Kyeburo; those
for ruraldeferred-payment licenseof B. Cameron, Bection 1, block3, Catlins; W. Murray, section 68, block I, Otepopo; J. Milne,
section1, blockI,Otepopo. R. Robinson's application for a flax-cutting licence atMaungatua was adjournedin order tosee ifwillows
could be plantedto prevent thesoil's beiog washed away. The fol-
lowingapplications were refused:that of A.F.Mackenzie tooccupy
"ection 11,block VIII,Crookston; thatof the clerkof the Kaitangata
Town Board for offices oncertain unsurveyed land; thatof R.Ross-
botham forastripof landonWater ofLeith. Theperpetualleaseofsection 58,block IX..StrathTaieri, atupsetpriceof 8s per acre wasgranted to Jane S.Brown, Itwasdecidedon the applicationof J.E. Glover,to leaseat Isper acre for tenyears,sections 11 to14,Dun-
back. The followingdeferred-payment licenses,Mid-Wakatipu,werecancelled :— H.J. fcproule,sections 19 and20, blockV; J.Rowell,
teotions 16 and 17, blockIV;H.Beer, section 37,block 4;J.R,
M'Donald,a sictlon isblock V,

PRODUCE MARKET.— FEBRUARY28.
Mb.F.Meenan, Great Kingstreet, reports:

—
Since your last

issuein the produce business an important change has occurred in
the direction thatall bags are includedin quotation for produce,
except chaff, which is as heretofore. Who esale prices:
for the week are as follows including, bags, Oats, Is lOd
to 2s Id; milling wheat, 3s 8d to 4s; for new old, of good
quality,not obtainableand pricesunchanged;fowls, 2s to 2s lOd ;
barley, malting, 3s 6d to4s 3d;milling, 2s 6d to 3s 6d;hay, old,
£4, 10a;oatennew, £3 10s j rye-grass, £3 ; chaff, old,best quality
£3 15s;new, £3 10s ;straw, £2 5s;bran, £4 ;pollard, £4 to £4
10s;flour, £10 to £10 10s;oatmeal, £11 ; fresh butter, medium
toprime,9dtolid;eggs,Is4d;Baitbutter,8d;cheese,44d;bacon,
tidei,8d;name, lOd;tolls, Bd* potatoes, £3 ;

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Commercial.
Friday,March 7,1884

Mr.Dobbin consideredthatcivilizationhad a greater capacity
forcontentmentthanbarbarism. Thecivilisedmanhadmoreroomand
material wherewithto employhis mindthanhis savagebrother. ForInstance, thenumber whodevote their time, which wouldotherwisebea source of discontent to them, to the arts andsciences. He hadnodoubtbut thatcivilizationhelpedtomakebettersoldiers,although
Gallicit wasdifficult tounderstandCaesar inhiscommentarieson theWar,when he says that a certain peopleof Gaul were veiybrave
becausethey werefar distant from the polishof the Roman Province,Still themeansof enjoyment in savage countries werevery limited,
andnot atall likely toproduce contentment.

Mr.Blake wasof opinion,from theknowledgehehadof savagelife, that they seem to be far morecontentedin that state thanafter-wards when they became partly civilized, as then their wants and
desiresincrease, whilst at the 6ame time they pick up the cunningandknavery of Europeans, a matter wich does not tend to their
comfort.

Mr.O'Sullivan thoughtit wouldbe unfair to compare savage
life with Christianity,as nothing on earth can contribute more toman's happiness and contentment than the latter. Therefore ininstituting a comparison,it wouldbe necessary to leaveChristianity
out altogether. The more civilized a man becomes, in proportion
will be his ambition, whilstevery want will be found tobe a higher
tteps toknowledge. Thehappieststate that man could aspiretois
thehighest formof existence,

Mr. Nolansaid that nocreature hadagreatercapacity forhap-
piness than the savagebecause hiswants werefew, andnoneof the
burning questions of civilizedlife disturbed his mind. This is alsothe reason that children are so happy. The Church made menChristians,andcivilizedthem,but^civilitation is not Christianity, asmen aremore enlightened now than they wereJIOO years ago

—
notthat they are better Christians, but luxury demands it. He often

envied the contentment of thenativesof Queensland as they lounged
under the shade of the tree?, or as they went fishing or shooting.There is no such thing as contentmentamong civilised people,asprogress demandsotherwise.

Mr. Milner having replied, the question was put to the vote
when it wasdeclaredby amajorityof one inJfavour of the savage
state.

This wasoneof the bestdebates engaged in for some time, andalthough it is not possible eventogive & fairideaof the speeches in
this compressedstyle,yet it will be seen they wereabovethe average,especially thatof Mr.Corr, whichwas undoubtedly thebest thathe '
has favoured themembers with. I

THE PROFITS OF AUTHORS.
SOMEinteresting figures aregiven in Truthshowing the earnings ofanumber ofwell-known■writers. Disraeli, it is stated, made by his
pen £30,000 ;Byron, £23,000 ;Lord Wacaulay received £20,000 on
account of three-fourths net profits for his history. Thiers andLamartinereceivednearly £20,000 eachfor their respectivehistories.Thackerayis Baidnever tohavereceived £5,000 for any of his novels.
SirWalter Scott was paid£110,000 forelevennovelsof threevolumeseach and nine volumes of" T»les of my Landlord." For onenovelhereceived £10,000, andbetween November, 1825, andJane,1827,he received £26,000 for literary work. LordLytton is said to have
made £80,000 by his novels;Dickens,ithas beencomputed, ought to
have been making £10,000 a year for the three years prior to the
publication of"NicholasNickleby

"; and Trollope in twenty years
made £70,000. The followingsums aresaid to have beenpaid for■ingleworks ;— «Romola,1" GeorgeEliot, £10,000 ;i" Waverley,"Scott,
£700 ; "Woodstock," Scott, £8,000 ; « Life of Napoleon," Scott,£18,000 ; "« Armadale," Wilkie Collins, £5,000 ; « LaUa Rookh,"
Thomas Moore, £3,000 ; « History o£ Rome," Goldsmith, £300 ;

History of Greece," Goldsmith,£260 ;" History ofEngland," Gold-smith, £600 ;"Vicar of Wakefield," Goldsmith, £60 ;"Decline andFall,"Gibbon,£10,000 ;"LivesofPoets,"Johnson, £300 ;"Rasselas,"Johnson, £100.
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