
Cross," theuncompromisingopponentof denominationalichools, that
themajority oipupilsin theCatholicschoolat Nelson werethechil-
drenofProtestant parents. HereinAuckland,if Catholic schools be
notsuperior toGovernment schools, they are at leastqfuite equalto
theminpointofefficiency,and happilyvery few Catholicchildren in*
deed attendGovernmentschools. Ineednotsay thatwearesupport*
ingour ownschoolsentirely with our own funds, while weare forced
topay for thesupport ofGovernment schools as well

—
a pieceofin*

justiceof whichatpresent it wouldseemvain to complain,and which
wemust submit to withpatience and resignation, till the opportune
time arrive when wemay seek for redress with somereasonable hope
of success. We are at present the victims of a tyrant majority,
actuatedby motivesandprinciples whichIwill not venturetodes-
cribe indetail,but whichIthink are utterly incompatible withthe
golden ruleofdoing as they wouid be done by" inlike circum-
stances. DrPollenknows well,andSir JamesFergusson also knows
well, thatinpeace or in war, the Catholic subjects of theQueeninthis colony,as in other parts of the Empire,areneverbackwardin
performing their duty to the State. Why, then,should webe sub-
jectedto such a galling injusticeas tohave offered tous a Government
system of education,which wecannot in conscienceaccept,and which
wemust pay for whether we fcvail ourselves of itornot? It isno
goodanswer tosay that our scruplesaxeunreasonableinrejectingsuch
asystemof education,and they cannot be attended tojor toallege
that such asystemis for thebenefitof the majority,and conformable
to their ideasof what' is right,however muchitmay bo repugnantto
Catholicprinciplesand practices, and that Catholics, therefore,must
eitheracceptitorpay for their contumacy. They must be punished—

if not byimprisonment, by the gibbet, and thehalter
—

atall events
by amoney payment to go towards the support of theGovernment
schools which their consciencescondemn. But what is this ifnot per-
secution, and that of the worst, because the most insidious and
plausiblekind. This is but a modification of one partof the cruel
Elizabethansystemof persecution, which had for itsobject torepress
anddestroy theCatholic Church. The purse is very sensitive,and to
punishamanthrough his purse is often the tnosteffectual way of
punishing him. But persecutors generally defeat theirownpurpose
in the end,andgive an additionalimpetusto theverycause they mean
todestroy. The Catholic people in this colony wouldprobablyhave
been far leas zealous in the supportof Catholic schools than they now
are hadGovernmentnot shewn so unmistakeable a desire todestroy
themrootandbranch,and tosubstitute secular,or,as somecall them,
Godlessschoolsin their room. Iimputenounworthy motives tothe
secularistparty,orto DxPollen,one of its most able leadersin this
colony;but the tendency oftheirpolicy is to destroy Catholicschools
by Government money and patronage, and inpart, of course, by
Catholic money

—
by faods wrung cruelly from reluctant Catholic*

themselves. Have they succeeded,or are they likely to succeed iv
accomplishing their injustice ? No. On the contrary,they have suc-
ceeded,as wesee,inarousing a new andadditionalzeal intheentire
Catholiocommunity onbehalf of Catholic schools, and whichis daily
adding to the number, efficiency,and reputation of such institutions.
They have without intending it done our schools,and therefore the
CatholicChurch, an immense service. To me itnow seems that the
greatestmisfortune whichcould befall us wouldbe thatGovernment
wouldaidour schools. True,it wouldonly be abare act of justice if
they didso:still itwould in some sensebe amisfortune to us. We
knownow whatcan be doneby self-help

—
weknow*thebenefit ofself-

relianceandof freedom -fromGovernmentmeddling orinterferencein
our schools. Let us once become dependent,evenpartially,on the
Government for pecuniary aid,and our zeal wouldsoongrowcool.
The independenceof our schools would beimpaired, ifnot destroyed,
and we shouldnot thenbe able to say that by ourselves,unaided,we
securedtheir efficiency. IfIdo not mistake, theChristianBrothers
inIreland, whose schools are by far the mostefficient andpopular in
the country,voluntarily renounced anyGovernment aid which they
once enjoyed rather than have(their independence interfered with.
Catholicschools ought to stand on the same footingaa the Catholio
Church,to which they form anessential appendage. Theyshouldboth
befree and independent of the State. No pecuniary advantagecan
compensate for evenapartial loss of freedom. The Catholic Church
flourishes beat when unembarrassed with any State aid,either in

ipatronage or money. She nourishes bestina free country,and when
she dependssolely uponthevoluntary andpiousbountyofher faithful
children. So long as she has faithful and zealous children,she will
nererlong lack funds sufficient for all her necessary wants, or for her
schools

—
no matter whatmay be thepolicy of her enemies. We ask

nospecial favor of the State as Catholics
—

we ask bare justice,and
above all thiogs that the State wouldnot intermeddlewith the educa-
tionof our children, in one wayox theother

—
for they cannotpossibly

do bo inanyway without interfering with our religion. We see the
Catholic Church, andCatholicschools by her side,striking theirroots
vigorously into the free soil of this infant colony. We see that a
glorious future awaits her here. Her enemies cannot failto see the
same thing;and can we blame them if by such means as recent
EducationalBills they strive toavert -a consummation whichto them
must seemso devoutly to be deplored. By aiming ablowatCatholic
schools they aim a blow at the Catholic Church— not openly, but
covertly.

There is much public property in this colony set apart by tha
paternalcare and liberality of Government for educationalpurposes.
Catholics must be debarred from any participation in the advantages
of such property so long as the Government educationalpolicy re-
mains what it is. The tyrant majority may perhapssay, "Serves
themright.', Ibelieve the Governmentof this colony willnot alter
its educationalpolicy, so as to do the Catholics justice, till England
sets them the example. The vital question of "concurrent endow-
ment

"
mist be settlediv theImperial Parliamentere our .New Zea-

and legis ators will venture on doing the same. The Catholics of
Irelandmust first obtain justice erethe Catholic* of 2ftwZealand can
hope toge;it-for their educational establishments. One thing feumsplain;Uw? CatholioihtrvwiUneverobtaja juptict» thator anyouhtv
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Ths Governor arrivedinDunedinonTuesday.
TheHutt railway, eightmileslong,andsome 18months since the

first sod was turned,is,it is reported,to be opened formally on Ist
February.

Makt complaints are being made in Dunedin, that a general
systemofpetty thefts, especiallyof poultry, isbeing carriedon.

Sous cases »f intimidation, saystheCharleston 'Herald,' occurred
iuringthe day of the Superintendeacy election, oneormore of which
is likely toprovea subject of magisterialinpuiry.

Axono- the eventsat the Manuka creek Christmas sports wasarace for Chinamen only.
Tkbprizeat theNelsonExhibition for the best local tale wastakesby oneentitled"Apage of lifeon thegold fields."At theTokomairiroGrammar Schoal a pupil was trampled uponinascramble, theresult being abroken arm.
Thb Waikouaiti paper, for not publishing certain local itemspleadsin excuse that oneof its typos "

got on the spree."
Thi colonialfarmers'pest, the thistle,is said to be spreading inWestland.
At thesludge channel works,Naseby, Chinamen arelargely em-ployed at8s per diem,andgive greatsatisfaction.Nairs fromthe Haaststatesno further gold discoveries have beenmade.
ThsNapierraces willbeheld at the conclusion of theColonialprusfiring.
FiiOirsßs are nowanarticle of export from Wanganui to Wel-lington:
PomCsAXICBBs isprogressing fast.. Thb erection of buildings in Christehurcb. continues with un-"Datedspirit. The same maybe said of Dunedin.
A Caithness and Sutherland Association has been formed forvtago.

.Landin the Wanganui districtis rapidly inoreaainginvalueItis said that a tender for constructing the Waimea water racehas beenaccepted. The amountis Btatedto be £8373.pjwxmafountainsare to be erected iv suitable localities inWellington.
A "ohooheb lying alongside the Auckland wharf, the FannieHare, of SanFrancisco,has a mainmast93 feet in height, and fore-mast 89 feet. ShewasinDunedinharbor lately

I.*
Tra« Boss Guardian' says:-"Itis high time that some effortshouldbemadetoorganiseChristmas." Queer English!Tra fakers of the Thames have raised the price of the four-
Foobtebkcarpenters,whoarrivedat Napier, are regarded as awelcomeadditionto thebuilding trade.ANatsowpapersays:— Wehavenogss. We have gas works,but nohght— more's the pity. 6 '
MbHAiraHiON'B dog"Bully" is dead. « Bully" knew all theolder members of Parhament, but waspuzzled with the new ones oflast session. Hewasa constant attender at Parliament House, andused to followhismaster whenhe was canvassing the WakatiD con-stitueacy.

* "«»wp cwu

mu> T*,? totalj!?"of theTima" supplyisputdownat £10,000.Ihis will give60,000gallons a day,or twenty gaUonuper headfor thepopulation!
Immigbationbarracks willbe erectedatOamaru.'" V £ IH£ 8

'
c"« BP°nd8P°ndent complains of the insufficient supportgiven to the Carandini Concerts. *uyj?vn

Tkjdimarenowcalledfor improvementsat Waikouaiti HarborAc Oamaru, oneJames Earl has beenfinedinthenominal sum
full d

co. Bifor8ifornegle°ting to register the birthof his child The

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY

—
DUNEDIN.

LAST Sunday morning the members of St.Joseph'sBranch,No. 73,
attendedfirst Mass at St. Joseph's Church, and receivedHoly Com-munion in abody 5 everymember, with the exceptionofthree orfourwho were unavoidably absent, waspresent. They met in the school-roomat7.45, and from thence marched in order to the church, the
front rows ofthemiddle seatshaving beenkindly reserved for themby
his Lordship. The officers wore theirregalia, and themembers had a■mallgreenrosette pinnedon their leftbreasts inlieuof sashes, which
havenot as yetbeen receivedfromMelbourne.

Itwasgratifying andpleasing to see the members approachingthealtar inunion,andoffering up theircommunion for the intentionsof theSociety. We shall be glad to hear of the other branches inNew Zealand following the good example Bhewn by St. Joseph'sBranch,No.73.
CATHOLIC EDUCATION.

THI HOK.SB. GBACE's SPEECH OIT CATHOLIC EDUCATION QT7E3XION.—
XHB HON.DB. POLLEK A»D XHBBKCOLABISTB._ ... Auckland,6th Nov.

Irmust be highly gratifying to theCatholic people of this Colony tolea*n from theHon. Dr. Grace's speech, as published in the If. Z.Tablet,that theCatholicschools inOtagoareinsuch ahighly efficient
and flourishing state. Itwould appear that all the wealthand the
powtrat the command of Government faU materially to injure theCatholicschools inyour Province, at the present time, though theyareso obviouslystrained to ruin them. Ifc would even seem that in
theProvinceof Otago theCatholic schools,establishedandsupportedentirely by the private funds of Catholics—a class by no meanswealthy—not onlycankeepabreast of the Government schools, but
actually insomeinstances aredecidedly ahead of them,andbeat themhallow. This statement is so strange as almost to beincredible. Ihypt that by tomemeans the attention ofSir James Fergussonmay1c
c .lied to it. What says your contemporary the Otago 'Times'to it?
Willkeadmitit to be exact, or willhe dispute it,and try todispro\j
it*accuracy? A ftw days ago it wasatattdby our 'DailySouitora
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