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{Saturday, December 37, 1873

Txe Governor arrived in Danedin on Tuesday.

Tag Huatt railway, eight miles long, and sowme 18 months since the
%‘?l: eod was turned, is, it is reported, to be opened formally om 1t

TRALY.

MiwY complsints are being made in Dunedin, that » general
systen of petty thefts, especinlly of poultry, is being carried on,

Boun cases of intimidation, ssys the Oharleston ‘Herald,” ocourred
during the dsy of the Buperintendency election, one or more of which
is likely to prove a subject of magisterial inpuiry,

AMoNg the events at the Manuka crock Christmas sports wag s
race for Chinamen only.

'HE prize at the Nelson Exhibition for the best looal tale was
tnkenAby oneT entitled * A page of lié‘e ];m the gold fields,”

T the Tokomairiro Grammar Schosl a pupil was t 1
ina a?ramv%!e,;the result heingfa broken n.rm.p P maapled upon
HE Waikouaiti paper, for mnot publishing ceriain local j
pleudin in ex‘iua:a'ihnt opne ?f’ its typos I:‘lgot on tl?e u’pree.g ool lboms
A colonial farmers’ pest, the thistle, is said veading i
Weatland, posh ' o bo p "8 1o

AT the sludge channel works, Naseby, Chinamen ar

ployed at Bs per diem, and give great satisfaction.
ders from the Haast states no further gold discoveries have been
made. -

Taxz Napier races will be held at the econcluni i
prize fiing, p usion of the Colonial
lin tmes are now an article of export from Wanganui to Wel.

gion:

gon cmmfi% l[lllliogressing fast.

. =e ercction of buildings in Christchurch. conti i .
abated apirit. The same may bo maid of Dunedin, niunes with ua

A Cuzrgnasd and Suthorland Association has Been formed for

o Iargely em-

0.
. Lu¥D in the Wanganui district is rapidly ioressing 3
Ir is said that a tender for conal‘.rne?ingy the Wa.ingala‘.l :::z: race
has Igan wcept?d. t’arha amount is stated to be £8373.
RINKING fountains are to be erected i i ities i
el ed in auitable localities in
A #cHOOXER lying alongside the Auckland wharf, the Fanni
, of San Francisco, has & mainmaat 93 feet in heigl':t, :nd nil‘:::
mast TBG ffel%. She was in Dunedin harbor Iately.
A ¢ Ross Guordian® says :~-*It is high time thas
lhoulg bebmkade tc; Ofw'-irlg Christmas,” Qlfaar Engplish ! ome effort
HA bakers of the Thames have raised i .
poun s ey mu’ the price of the four
UBTEEN carpentors; who arrived at Napie
welooms addition to the b::jlding trade. pier) are regarded us =
A NEL3ON paper says :—We have no gas. 'Wo have gan works,

but no light—more’s the pity.
M= Havenron's dog “ Bully” is dead. * Bully” knew all the

older members of Parliament, but was puzzled with the »
Tast seasion. Howasa eonstant a.ttemfsr at Parlinment ﬁ‘:)u(::e::(;
used to foliow his master when he was canvassing the Wakatip con-
lhtu?cy.
, TH1 fotal cost of the Timaru water supply is put down at £10,000
:."1:;1]::% give 60,000 gallons a day, or twenty gallony per head fo; the
jon7
IAMEI:ISRATI’ON barrackadwill be erected at Oamaru,
. M38' correspondent ¢omplains of the i i
given to the Carandini Concerts. ® ° insalfolent “upport
NDBES are now called for improvements at Waikouniti
At Oamarn, one James Earl has been fined in the nomifu? :tg;

of 1s and costs, for neglecting t i i i chil
Pl pe o 2 gleeting to register the birth of his child, The

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
S8OCIETY—DUNEDIN. i

Lasr Sunday morning the members of St. Joseph's Branch, No. 73,
attended first Mass at St. Josepk's Church, and reesived Holy Com-
munion in a body ; every member, with the exception of three or four
who ware unavoidably absent, was present, They met in the school-
room at 7.45, and from thenca marched in order to the church, the
front rows of the middle seats having been kindly reserved for them by
his Lordship. The officors wore their regalia, and the members had &
small green rosctte pinned on their left breasts in lieu of sashes, which
have not as yet been received from Melbourne.

Xt was gratifying and pleasing to sce the members approaching
the altar in union, and offering up their communion for the intentions
cﬁ_f tthociietg.f EVe matl:t\m glai to hear of the othar branches in

ew Zsaland fellowin e good example shewn by 8t. Joseph®
Branch, No. 73. 8 : y 8t Joseph's

CATHOLIC EDUCATION.

THR HON. DR, GRAOE'S SPEECH ON CATHOLIO EDUCATION QUESTION.—

THE HoN, DR. POLLEN AND THE SECULARISTS.

. _ Auckland, 6th Nov.
It must be highly gratifying to the Catholiz people of this Colony to
learn from the Hon, Dr. Grace’s speech, as published in the N. Z.
TABLET, that she Catholic schools in Otago wre insuch a highly efficient
snd flourishing state. It would appear that sll the weslth and the
power ot the command of Government fail materinlly to injure the
Catholic schools in your Province, at the present time, though they
ara 20 obviously strained to ruin them. It would even seem that in
the Provinos of Otaga the Catholic schools, established and supported
entirely by the private funds of Catbolios—n class by no means
weslthy—not only can keep abreast of the Govermment schools, but
aotuslly in some inatances are decidedly ahead of them, and beat them
bollow. This statement is so strange as almost to be incredible. I
bpe that by some means the actention of Sir James Fergusson may | ¢
o lled to is. What aaye your cuntemporury the Otago *Times’ to it ?
¥/ill ke adwit iv to be exact, or will hie dispute it, and try to dispros.
its scouracy? A Zew days sgo it was stated by our ‘Daily Soushern

Cross,” the uncompromising opponent of denominational ichools, that
ths majority of pupils in the QOatholio schaol at Nelson were the chil-
dren of Protestant parents. Here in Auckland, if (atholic schools be
not superior to Goverument schools, they are at least quite equal to
them in point of efficiency, and hap{ily very few Cathelic children in-
deed attend Government schools. I need not say that we are supports
ing our own schools entirely with our own funds, while we ave forced
to pay for the support of Government schools as well—a piooe of ine
juatice of which st present it would seem vain to complain, and which
we must submit to with patienco and resignation, till the opportuns
time arrive when we may seek for redress with some reuonabﬁe hope
of success. We are at present the victims of e tyrant majority,
actuated by motivea and principles which I will not venture to des-
oribe in detail, but which I think are utterly incompatible with the
golden rule of * doing as they wounid be done by # in like civenme
stances. Dr Pollen knows well, and Sir Jamen Fergusson alse knows
well, that in peace or in war, the Catholic subjects of the Queen in
thie colony, as in other parts of the Impire, are never backward in
performing their duty tp the State. 'Why, then, shon!d we be aub-
Jected to puch a galling iojustice as to bave offered to us a Government
system of education, which we cannot in conscience accept, and which
we must pay for whether we svail ourselves of it ornot? Tt is no
good answer to say that our seruples are unreasonable in rejecting such
a system of education, and they cannot be atlended to; or fo nllefe
that such n system is for the benefit of the majority, and conformable
to their ideas of what in right, however much it may bo rapugnant to
COatholic principles and practizes, and that Catholics, therefore, must
either accept it or pay for their contumsacy. They must be punished
—if not by imprisonment, by tbe gibbet, and the haltor—at all events
by & money payment to go towards the support of the Government
schools which their consciences condemn. But what is this if not per-
seontion, and that of the worst, becauss the most insidions and
plausible kind. This is but a modificalion of oue part of the cruel
Elizabathan systom of persecution, which had for its object to repress
and destroy the Catholic Church., The purse is very sensitive, and to
punish a man through his purse is often the wost effectual way of
punishing him., But persecutors generally defeat their own purpose
in the end, and give an additional impetus to the very ¢ause they mean
to destroy. The Catholic people in this colony would probably have
been far less zealous in the support of Catholic schools than they now
are bad Government not shewn 80 uuinistakeable a desire to destroy
them roof and branch, and to substitute secular, or, as some call them,
Godless schools in their room. I impute no unworthy motives to the
secularist party, or to Dr Polien, one of its most able leaders in this
colony ; but the tendency of their policy is to destroy Catholic schools
by Government money and patromage, snd i part, of course, by
Catholic money—by funds wrung cruelly from reluctant Catholics
therngelves. Have they succeeded, or ave they likely to succeed iu
accomplishing their injustice? No. On the contrary, they have suc-
ceeded, ns we Bee, in arousing a new and additional zeal in the entire
Catholic community on behalf of Catholic schools, and which is daily
adding to the number, efficiency, and reputation of such institutions,
They have without intending it done our sohools, and therefore the
QCatholic Church, an immense service. To me it now seems that the
greatest misfortune which could befall us would be that Government
wonld aid our schools, True, it would ouly be a bare act of justice if
they did so: still it would in some sense be a misfortune to us. We
know now what can bo done by self-help—we know-the benefit of self-
reliance and of freedom-from Grovernment meddling or interference in
our schools, Lot ua once bvcome dependent, even partially, on the
Crovernment for pecunviary sid, and our zeal would scon grow cool.
The independencs of our schools would be impaired, if not destroyed,
and we should not then be able to say that by curseives, unaided, wo
secuved their efficiency. If I do not mistake, the Christian Brothers
in Ireland, whosse schools are by far the moat efficient and popalar in
the country, voluntarily remounced any Government aidd which they
once enjoyed rather tian have Jtheir independence interfered with,
Catholic schools ought to stand on the same footing as the Catholic
Church, to which they form an essential appendage., They should both
be free and independent of the State. No pecuniary advantage con
compensate for even a partial loss of freedom. The Catholic Church
flourishes best when unembarrassed with any State aid, either in
patronage or money. She flourishes best in a free country, and when
she depends solely upon the voluntary aud picus bounty of her faithtul
children. So long as she has faithful and zealous children, she will
never long lack funds snflicient for all her necessary wants, or for her
schools—no matter what may be the policy of her enemies. 'We ask
1o special favor of the State as Catholics—we ask bare justice, and
above all things that the State would not intermeddle with the educas
tion of our children, in one way or the other—for they caunot possibly
do o in any way without interfering with our religion, We see the
Catholic Chureh, and Catholic schooia by her side, striking their roots
vigorously into the free soil of this iafan _colony. We see that &
glorious future awaits her here. XHer enemies cannot fail to see the
same thing; and can we blome thewm if by such means sg recent
Eduecationat Bills they strive to avert -a consummation which fo them
must seem so devoutly to be deplored. By aiming a blow at Catholic
wchools they aim a blow at the Catholic Church-—net openly, but
covertly.

Tgsra is much public property in this colopy set apart by the
paternal eare and liberality of CGrovernment for educational purposes,
Catholics must be debarved from any partivipation in the advant:
of such property so long as the Government educational pelioy re-
mains what it is. The tyrant majority may perhaps say, “Serves
them right.’, I believe the Government of this colony will not alter
its educational policy, #0 a8 to do the Catholies justice, till Kngland
sets them the example, The vital question of ** concurrent endow-
ment *' m st be setiled jn the Imporial Parliament ere our New Kea«
and legis ators will venture on doing the ssme. The Catholies of
Treland must first obtain justice ere the Catholics of Nuw Zealand can
Lope to ge. it-for their etlucutional estublivhmeuts, Oue thing seums
plain ; the Catholios hery will nover vbrain justice in that or moy ovher



