
In the 'Otago Guardian'of the 23rd inst., thereis a leader
which isfor themost part areprint of a violent attack on the
Roman Catholic Church, taken from the 'Saturday lleview.'
Every oneknows thatthe 'SaturdayReview ' isunscrupulous,
and,in reference to the Catholic Church,utterly hostile and
unreliable. This popular English journal habitually mis-
represents and distorts facts, and not unfrequently speaks
untruths when abusing the Church, which is a pastimeof
frequentoccurrence. We are sorry to see our contemporary
engaged in the disreputable work of reproducing the false*
hoods of Englishbigotry andintolerance of Catholicism. In
this instance, the Church is adjudged guilty of the dirt,
ignorance, and vice of the Italians,and theseare exaggerated,
in order to make the charge more telling. Mediae cura
teipßum. Would it notbe more decent andmore reasonable
for the 'Saturday Review ' to try and putan end to thedirt,
starvation,ignorance, and vice so rampant inEngland;or if
hisphilanthropy must burst the limitsof his native island,
would itnot benaturalforhim toconfine his attention to the
Protestant countries of Northern Europe,inany oneof which
he will find more dirt, ignorance, hunger, and vice than in
even themost neglected country of the south1 And would
itnot bebetter for the 'Guardian' to turnitsattention to the
extirpation of dirt, drunkenness, and larrikinisni in Otago
than call off people's attention to Italy. But the writer in
the 'Guardian' has an objectin view which is dear to him.
He is probably a schoolmaster,or someonehavingapecuniary
interest inupholding the sectarian and inefficient system of
education established here byGovernment, andhe thinks,in
his folly, that to show up what the veracious 'Saturday
Review

'
is pleased to designate the vice of the Italians

is aconclusive argument in favor of the Otago Presbyterian
system of education, andevidence of thewickedness of Bishop
Moran inendeavoring to save the faith of the children for
whose salvation heis responsible. Truly, wehaveevery day
striking instances of the scholarship, learning, and logical
acumen of the upholdersof ourGovernment system of educa-
tion! It willbe necessary for these people togive us some
stronger proofs that theyunderstand something about educa-
tion before they willbe able toinduce many toputconfidence
in the system they recommend.

WEEKLY EPITOME.
Some timeago, innoticing the retirementof Mr Strode from the

resident magistracy ofDunedin, the well-informed'Guardian'raid:—"
Severalgentlemen are mentionedas likely tobe his successor,among

thembeing theMinister of Justice himself." Who" is to be the iuc-
cessor toMr Strode is a question which has been much discussed in
Dunedinoflate,and the " feeler" thrown outby the 'Q-uardian

'has
elicitedopinionshighly unfavorableto the HontheMinisterofJustice
appointinghimself to amagistracy. The presence of the Hon the
Premierhere at this juncture,is also thought tohave something todo
with thismatter,itbeing considered that he, likeacharacter in the
Arabian Nights, is anxious toridhimself ofa burden.

The dinner to be given to Mr Vogel by his Dunedinadmirers,is
to taku place ou the sth of nextmonth.

The Melbourne agent of the Anglo-Australian Press Telegraphic
Agency,remarks the

'
Daily Times,' has deemeditnecessarytoapprise

theNjw Zealandpublicby telegraphof the fact that "Dr Featheraton
dinedrecently with the Lord Biayor at the MansionHouse." The* Times' wants toknow whathas theNew ZealandPress done that it
shouldbe forced topay for bucUrubbish?

Catholics are opposed to the Dunedin HighSchool;but
their opposition has alwaysbeen open,manly, fair,and based
onprinciple. The worldknows what they think about it
andit is also clear that their opposition to this Institution
hasbeen expressedinlanguage which thoughstrong,hasbeen
ever characterised by tenderness and courtesy towards the
gentlemenwho constitute itsstaff. Suchbeing the case,itwas
onlynatural to expect that itsfriends would have reciprocated
thisconduct and these feelings.

Such,however,as were inexperienced or foolish enough
to entertain thisexpectation now find themselves grievously
disappointed. For their tenderness and courtesy Catholics
meet in returnwith calumny, contempt, and arevival of the
old war cry, "No Popery, no surrender." Here is thelan-
guage in which our respectable and learned contemporary
permits itself to indulge, when speaking of the Catholic
Church, to which religionand civilization, learning and art,
are so deeplyindebted. "One " Church, " the Romish for
centuries had the direction of national education throughout
thecivilized world-; and whathas been the result1 Let the
history of Europe and Spanish America telL In politics,
tyranny, war,andclass legislation;in social life, inequality
of condition, luxury anddegradationof thepeople;inscience
stagnation;inreligion,superstition. "The Church threatened,
anathematised and persecuted, but they"— its enemies

—
"triumphed, and the result has been those splendid dis-
coveries inscience, and attainmentsin art, of which theylaid
the foundation,and we,their successors, are reaping the rich
fruits. Nor has that sect changed its tactics."

This extract hasbeen taken from a leader in the 'Evening
Star,' writtenindefence of the High School, and in denun-
ciation of all who are opposedto thisinefficient andsectarian
Institution. Andhereit is worth while to examine the rela-
tions the 'Evening Star" bears \o this school, and to the
Governments, General and Provincial. This journal is a
Government organ It reflects anddefends the opinions and
policy of tbe Hon. Julius Vogelaud Hon. James Macandrew.
In the second place it isa strenuous advocate of the present
system of education in Otago, as carried out in the High
School, and in the Grammar and Common Schools through-
out the country. Itmay be fairlyinferred therefore, that this
journal knows the sentiments of its patrons and party, and
writes in accordance with their inspiration;that it gives
expressionto the ideas and principles of the men who con-
stitute the managing and teaching staff in the Government
Schools, and that consequently nothing can be more in
unison with the ideas, feelings, and principles of our rulers
and teachers, or moreclearly demonstrative of the extentof
their scholarship, than the brutal extractabove quoted.

In this extractCatholics cannot fail to see a specimen of
the teaching prepared for their children in the High School,
Dunedin, and theother Government Schools in Otago, and
we may add in all New Zealand. Such is the language in
which theadvocates, patrons and teachers, in these schools
speakof the Catholic Church, and which they willemploy in
teachingCatholic children if they geta chance. Such is the
spirit in which this Government system of educationhasbeen
established. Under it, Catholic children are to be instructed
as the children of aChurch whichinevitably perpetuates war,
tyranny,class legislation, inequality of condition,aristocratic
luxury,degradation of the people, stagnation in science,and
superstition inreligion, should be educated, inorderthat they
may be no longer loyal to the Church ofChrist, the Church
of their baptism,and of their fathers.

Here we find one more warning. The organ of the
Governments,and of the schoolauthorities, tells us inwords
atonce untrue and insulting the estimation formed of our
religionby men who perfas out nefas, are determined to up-
hold a system of education, whose object is to destroy our
faith and to destroy it at ourown expense.

The HighSchool has fallen into disfavor. Why it is not
now necessary to ask,it isapatent fact that of lateits friends
have been growing fewer and fewer. Andso deplorable is
its state, that there is only one chance of its surviving the
nextsession of theProvincial Council. Unless the friends
of the HighSchool can succeedin arousing aNo Poperycry,
the Institution is doomed. Nothing else can save it. It is
now reduced to the painful and contemptible condition of
those charlatans who despairing of securing their election
topositioosin the gift of the public on their merits, raise
the No Poperycry. For this is a cry that never fails in a
non-€atho. ic community, owing to its bigotry arising from its
ignorance of everything Catholic,and the prejudicesin which
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ithas been carefully trained. And we entertain little doubt
but that this foolish cry, groundless and absurd as it is, will
save theHighSchool,andperpetuate indefinitely, inefficiency
and injustice. The 'EveningStar,' andits party are wisein
their generation, but we have, nevertheless,reason to thank
them for this manifestation of their real sentiments towards
us. Itwillopenthe eyesof a few who weredisposed to trust
in their honesty of purpose,and in their professions.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL, TEMUKA DISTRICT.
On the receptionot ourcorrespondent's letter last week in
reference to this school, we telegraphed to him, asking
whether the master had insisted on Catholic childrenread-
ing the Bible. Unfortunately his answer didnot arrive till
noon on Saturday, long atter last week's issue had been
published. The following is his answer. "No,Catholics
wait outside until the Bible is read, which takes an hour."
We regret the statement made in our subleader last week,
and avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity of correcting
it, and apologising to themaster whom this statement must
have annoyed. We may here say that our correspondents
will confer a great favor on us,if they willbe kind enough
to avoid allambiguity,andgiveus plain,unadorned facts.

THE 'GUARDIAN' ATTACKS CATHOLICS.
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