
cisely;but isnot this a little too candid, a little too out-spoken1 Ahigh education is providedntthe publicexpense
for the sons of the present Cabinet Ministers and otherGovernment officials that their sonsmay be fitted to fill theirplaces, and that the sons of other well-to-do peoplemay bequalified to occupypositionsof honor, trust, and emolument.But does it not appear a little hard that the community 'at
large should be compelled to provide the means of per-petuating thisclose-borough system of education ? Ordinarypeople would fancy that Government officials and others ofmeans ought to educate their own children at their ownexpense, and that tbe public at large ou«ht not to be calledupon to liberate them, from this obligation and save theirpockets. The Hon. tne Premier thinks differently. He is
in favor of class legislation, so far as education is concerned;he is in favor of taxingall for the purpose of educating thesons of our present officials andrich people,that these boys
may succeedto the offices and positions of their fathers. Weshall be greatlymistaken ifthe publicwillnot think differently,
andcome to thecommon sense, though of courseunstatesman-like, conclusion

—
that people of means should themselvesprovidehigh education for their children.

Mr Vogel added the following extraordinary sentence:"Isay it is a proudthing for thisProvince to know that, forevery class of society, there is the means of attaining thehighest possible education open to all tho-e who have castin their lot with the settlers of Otago." We aresomewhatpuzzledas to themeaningintended by the Prime Minister in
this sentence. Itmaymean that allclasses can attain to thehighestpossibleeducation;and in this sense it is untrue, foras a matter of fact all classes cannot; or it may mean that
several classes of the community can attain to the highest
education practically possible in each class;or it maymeanthat, whilst thelower classes may obtain such aneducatrdnas is suited to them, the highest class can attain to the
highest education. We take it the last is the sense meant by
the Premier ;ifsn, bis statement is true. Bat ifc wouldhave
been more completehadheadded :This end canbe obtained
not at the sole expenseof parents, but at the public expense,—

at the expense of classes who have no special interest in
imparting higheducation to such people.

Thispraise lavished by the Prime Minister on the people
of Otagois

—
we will not sayaltogetherundeserved

—
but ful-

some. Any other people in the world in similar circum-
stances would have done at least as much. Indeed, itwould
not be going too far to say

—
there are many who wouldhave

done agreat deal more. For what after allhave theydone1
Out of an euormouslanded estate, which cost them next to
notning, they have made liberal provi<ionfor schools. What
greatcredit is due to such au act as that% May we not say,
Thank you for nothing? But what evidence is there that
provision would have been made to any great extent for
education if theProvince had not this landed estate to call
upon ? There is none whatever. How many schools have
the majority of this Province erectedby voluntary subscrip-
tions% Has there been one? Howmany schools have been
provided by private benevolence,or by the church of the
majority. Echo answers, how many1 Throw themainten-
anceof education on the contributions of the several districts,
on the people themselves)independently of Government aid,
and then the world will seehow great is the love of education
in the Province. What after all is the great reasonof the
determined opposition*, to. denominational education ] Is it
not the dreid on the pact of the majority that,if they be
deprived of the taxes, of the community at large, they will
not be able tomaintain, their ownschools.

THE HON. MR VOGEL AND EDUCATION.
This ho». gentlemen—

the Premier of the colony— presideda few days ago at the distribution of prizes in the HighSchool,Dunedin. No.one will find fault with him for doing
so. The act was in itself a graceful one, and involved nosacrifice of principle onhis part, fie is an advocate of the
systemof education established in this Province, and thinksit right that all should be taxed to provide schools for the
exclusive use of the majorityacdof the children of well-to-dopeople. As he acts up to his principles, in that he does sohe deserves highcommeudirtion. But the question for thoseto decide who think his principles' wrong and immoral isWhether such a Premier is deserving of their confidence.These will not for?et the paltry— indeed we. shalicall it cowardly— part he played Jast session in reference
to the AidedSchool clauses in the Education Bill,which he-hadhimself introduced into Parliament. At. the bidding of
his supporters from Otago, he abandoned these to theh-tendermercies, by i-iserting a clause at the end of the Bilkempowering the several Superintendents of Provinces to
reject that part of theBill which containedthe Aided Schoolclauses.

The speechmadeby Mr Vogel at the High School will
increase his popularity hem To he highly flattered fordoingin reality very little is intensely gratifying to somenatures; and considering the vast amount of credit thesettlers of Otago take to theirselves on account of theirschools, it is onlyreasonable to conclude that the Premier'swordshave raisedhimconsiderably in the ts'imation ofOta°omen. n

Mr Vogel tells them: "No amount of assistance, no
amount of sympathy, havebeen wantingto enable those whoare the coming generation—those who will fill the places ofposition and trust in the Province that their elders now hold— to hold those positions in the best manner possible,bynser>n£ them the mean's of a. high-class, education." £re-

A VOICE OF WARNING.
A correspondent from Temuka, Canterbury, in a- letter
dated the 10th December, asks us to publish certain state-
ments he makes in reference to a country school andschool'
committeein thatdistrict. The facts are these :—:

—
The master of this school, it appears,' had insisted on

teaching the Bible to Catholic children, and compelling them
to join in psalm-singing. The parents of these children pre-
sented a petition to the school committee, complainingof
this tyrannicalinterference with the religionof theirchildren.
The committee treated the petition with indifference —

nay,
contempt

—
and affirmed Protestants were the majority, and

should have their way. These Catholics then declared they
would withdraw their children, 25 in number. The with-
drawal of these children wouldbring thenumber in attend-
ance below that required by law, and have, the effect of,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. ["Satuwly,December,20, 1873..
Intending insurers will, of course, make all necessary

inquiries, and procure copies of the Act of Parliament, and
other documents' published on the subject by Government;
so that along analysisof theseis not necessary,in this place.
But as our object is to show the advantagesof insuringupder
Government, andif possible induce some to make provision
for their old age, and their wives and children, a few
particulars will notbe outof place.

For example, "At the age of 30 a person may assure
£100, payableto himself at 60, for an annual premium of
£2 7s Id; or at 55 for anannual premiumof £3 5s 8d; or
at 50, for on annual premium of .£4 4s 9d";andin each
instance if theperson should happen to die before the speci-
fied age, the money willbe paid, to his heirs.7'

"A person aged30, may secure £1000 to Ms family athis death,bypaying £13 6s 8d half-yearly for 20 years only."
"Twopersonsof the ages of25- and 30,may secure £100

payableupon tbe death" of either to the survivor,for a half-
yearlypremium of £ I9s 5d during their joint lives."

"The sum of £ 100. may be secured on a child aged 2
years next birthday, attaining the age of 14 years, by asinglepaymentof £52 2s 9d;or onattaining the ag« of 18
years,by an annaul payment of £4 3s 5d j of on attaining
the age of 21 years,by aquarterly payment of 16s Bd. Allthepremiumsbeing forfeited should the child not reach thatage."

"Aperson may, at the age of 30 nextbirthday, by the
paymentof £2 11s 8d per quarter, secure tohis familyat his
decease the sum of £500."

"At the age of 30, £tOoi may be assured by a single
paymentof £34 9s 6d, or a payment of £7 9s Idannuallyfor
five years,or £4. 4s,3d annuallyfor ten years,or £3 2s 7dannually for fifteen years,or £1 12s 5d annually for twentyyears, when no further paymentsare required,and the Policycontinues in force."

For greatersums thepremiums ofcourse willbe increasedinproportion,and for more advanced ages the premium willfee greaterper centum.
We recomendall this to the serious consideration of allpersonswho wish to provide for their old age,and for their

familiesafter theyshall havegmeto their lastrest. Prudencewould'seem to call upon all such to assure in the Govern-mentoffice, such sums as are in accordance with their means.
An additional motivewill be foundin the fact that Policies.to the amount of £2000 are protected from the operationofthe laws of Bankruptcy.
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