
THE GOOD TEMPLARS.
TSB GoodTemplarsare becoming formidable here atpresentin more
Ways than one. The publicans are obviously afraid that they will
injure their business. They haveaccordingly, someof them, resolved
to fit up Good Templar apartments in their hotels. Bat the Good
Templars are toooldbirds to be caught iv that way. They smell a
rat. They wish to fly from danger, not to courtit. Theyare becom-
ingpolitical,andopenly denounceall public men who won't go with
them. Tho Press think this is proceeding too far, andsomewhat
tyrannical. But the fact is, every popular associationhas political
power, and will useit to obtainits ends. You cannot prevent that
if themembers be onlyunited. It is not probable that the "Tem-
plars" will long be politically powerful, simply because they have no
strongand lastingbond tounite them. They embracemenof all re-
ligions;discord and divisions, therefore, will soonarise among them,
and the Society v.ill meltaway. Religion is tke only strongand last-
ingbondof unity, and the firmest ground of political strength, and
power— lmean theCatholicreligion,ofcourse. |
Isaid there was only one noticeable event aboutourProvincial

Ooancil elections, butIwas wrong;there is another. Mr Kirby,a
Catholic, comes forward as an avowed and strong advocate of the
Irish National system of pure secular education in Government
"schools. ThoughMr Kirby be a respectable citizen and wellmean-
ing man.hehas happily littleorno weight or influence in thepolitical
world. Hehas made a false and rash, step for some reasonor other,

■as many otherambitiousmen before him have done
—

iren of greater
mark than MrKirbyis, or is ever likely to be. Hehas givenmuch
scandaland annoyancetohis own friends in his owncommunity by
thestep he has taken, and is not likely to gain much respect from
othersoutside his denominationby acting so inconsistent a part, let
%is motives be ever so pure.

The politicalpower of theGoodTemplars, so far as they possess
any, willof coursebe exertedagainst the Catholic Church. But there
are various waysin whichGood Templars may indirectly contribute
to the benefit of theChurch. First, Catholics from theirposition are
muchmixed withProtestants. When Protestants becomesober men,
their Catholics companions may become so too. That would be a
great and direct gain to the Catholic Church. Moreover, the en-thusiasm of the Templar may communicate itself to the Catholic,and
inducehim tojoin the Father Mathew Society, now organised and
"working under the patronageofBishopCroke. That would be a still !
furthergain to us. Again, whatever promotes real practicalChris-
tianity among Protestants,is a gain to the Catholic Church for this ',
reason,that itprepares them to see the light of Catholic truth. Most
of themodern converts to the Church are fromthe ranks ofgood Pro-
testants, and the Good Templars may furnish some

—
who knows?

Many Protestants who join the CatholicChurek longpractiseCatholic
observances, andstrive to imbibe aCatholic spirit ere theyleave the
Protestant ranks openly.

When a Catholic has no reasonable chance ofobtaininga seat in
theProvincialCouncilor Houseof Representatives -withoutflying in
the face of his own Church, and insulting its authorities, a sense of
decency andrespect for himself shouldkeep him fromaspiring to such
anhonor. An educated Catholic likeMr Kirby cannot fail toknow
that thehighest authority in the Church to whichhe professes to be-
long, the Popehimself,has condemned in the most public, formal,andMnphaticmanner the principleofexcluding the Catholicreligion and
the authority of isministers from schools in whichCatholic children
are tobe educated. He must also know that the secular, orIrishNational systemofeducationis oneof the greatest national grievances«/ whichIrelandhas now tocomplain,— so far as concerns theCatholicpeople,— and that they aremakiug strenuous efforts to obtain justice
in that,as inother matters at the present moment, byHome Rule or
eorneother means.

OUR COMMON SCHOOLSANDTHELIQUOR TRADE.
WITH reterence to tneseAuctiana schools, a verysevere remark wasmadeby the ResidentMagistrate,CaptainBeckham, the other day onthe occasion ofapoor Catholic child of ll years of age being brought
beforehimdrunk. He said that theProviacialGovernment by theirflchoolsystemhadbegun at the wrongendin theirattemptsto educatethe people. They were raising public money to be expended oneducating the children of those who could very well afford to supporttheirownschools;while the poorestclass

—
the gutter children suchas theunfortunatechild beforehim— were permitted to grow up uneducated. Headded that a case likethis wasa disgrace not merely to

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.
NO. 111.

ThoughIstartedby telling ofcatacombs andfunerals,Ido notintend
thatallmyreminiscences shall be so gloomy. I>i this numberIshall
try todescribe the Carnival. For three long days Home forgets the
gravity which years andsorrows have brought her, andsets herself to
play and frolic with all the lightheartedness of an infant city like
Dunedin. This half a week she gives to enjoyment from morning till
night. Gay garments and smiling faces <jre the order of the day, and
woe to the dullard who by sombre garb or sullen brow refuses to payhomage toKingCirnival. His punishment is speedy, his sentence, tobe smothered in flowersor crushed inbonbons. This annual holiday
is enjoyedby theRomans witha keenness which it is iupo
witness without,in a certain degree,sharing init. Gi.-ls in Rome arc
brought up witha strictness ofwhifth theirsisters in Australia havenot
an idea, never going out aloneeven toMass, and rarely being takentoanyplaceof amnsement. The Carnivalis almostthei.- only distraction,
and young ladieswho enjoyballs,races, operas, &c. all theyear round,
and yetsigh for amusement,canreadily imagine that if all their out-
ings were to be condensed into three days, thath-ilf week would be a
fever of delight long lookedforwardto,andardently wished for.

From onoendto theotherof theOorso, mirthaildmischief holdun-
disputedsway. Windowsandbalconies arepackedwitheagercombatants
who wageamimicwar withthemerry ciowdbelow. Revellers fromall
pai ts of the world join in the fun, andrivnland improve on th«> anticsof the Romans. The armour for this warfare consists of a fantasticdress of somebright-colored calico, blue, pink, mauve, or what youwill, anda guardof fine wire-work for the face. Ihe ammunition ia
great sacks of confetti made of lime instead of sugar, a«d pyramids offlowers. These are for the unknown enemy, but there are .French?
sweetmeets andexquisitebouquets to throw toone's friends.There are two ways of seeing the Carnival,bothof whiohItried.The safer but less enjoyable method ia to have soits ivabalcony.'From this elevatedposition one sees all tho sport withoutmuch risk ofbeing attacked, excopt from the opposite windows. The carriages
pass below in tworows,one linegoing up the street, the other return-ing, andare all filled with imps, clowns, demons, Minors,and everygrotesque coatume that itis possible to imayiuo. As well as with
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AUCKLAND.

(Prom our own -correspondent)
■We arenow in the thick ofourProvincialCouncilelections. Nothing
"verynoticeable,except that the present educational arrangements areadmitted tobe a dead failure, financially if not in other ways. The
Mayor,one of the candidates,and a leading secularist, said " he sup-
ported theEducation Actin the Provincial .Council, but experiencencc
liadprovedduring thepast year'that'it was"not inits present sliapeof
■» workablecharacter." Couldanything else be expectedof a measure
-so arbitrary andunjust'? Gross injustice never stands permanently,
and is sure 'to be resisted

—
and resisted by strong measures, too

—
at

times. The annual sum whichit was intendedto collect was £13,000 j
they could onlysqueeze £7000 out of thepocketsof thepeople. They
at first summoned many,who of coursehad to pay; but they have
ceasedtosummon of late,either because they saw the case washope-
less, orbecause they wereashamed of the unjust work in which they
-wereengaged. They couldnot for shame's sakebring a great popor-
tion

—
perhaps a great majority

—
of the inhabitants of the Province

into Court toextortanunjust tax from them. So much for secular
educationin Aucklandup to the present. We shall see what we shall
see next. No thanks to our so-called liberal Press if the present
unjustsystem come to a speedy end, and be replaced by something
zaore just and generous. They have dene their bestor worst toperpe-
trate the wrong.

anyoneindividualparticularly,but to theentirecommunity, the town
iof.Auckland, .Ha, w&b right. As a CatholicIfeel that,not the least
portionof th^t disgrace,attaches to as of the Catholic community.
The mother of this unhappy child ita drunkard, and theboon com*
panionof menas dissipated,and shameless as herself. The town is
overrunwith publichouses, and MrBeckham himself may well feel
some strong qualms of conscience to think that he,as a licensing
Justice,is responsible fpr this stateof things innoslight degree. But
for themultitude of the grog-shops thecommunity of this town would
nqt be scandlized by the appearance of so many drunken m<fn and
women

—
not a few of them Catholics— as wenow see brought before

him.everyday of the week. The Catholic Bishop,clergy, and school-
masters are laboring with unwearied pains to promote religion and
morality among the Catholic people,old and young, in this place-i
but theirefforts arebeing ina great measure rendered futile by the
powerof the liquor trader. He reigns sapremeoverall classes. Tha
powerwhich he possesses now far exceeds that which he possessed in
Father Mathew's time, and itis growing in strength everyyear,as the
increase ofthe excise revenue and many other circumstances incon-
testibly prove. Where are we to look for a remedyf In popular
{Temperance societies by whatever name they may be called T feat
we can place but small confidence, and still less in any legislative
remedy against intemperance-; any good they do now can be but
partialand temporary;for this reason thatto a great extentso many
ofbothCatholic and Protestant people have lost their conscience,
and are possessed with a spirit of religious indifference totally
incompatible withany lvghmoral tone. Ifa remedy is to befoundat
allitmustbe foundinthepower ofreligion;andifreligion anywherebe
powerful, itought tobe in theCatholicChurch. The Catholic Church
possesses in itselfamoral power great beyond all calculation when
Church and people work in concert. Did we not see this in
the caseof fatherMathew? Itwas not merely as a patriot, philan-
thropist,and enthusiast, but as a priestof the Catholic Church that he
succeeded ashedid in putting down the powerof drink, inamanner
that appeared superhuman or miraculous. ButFather Mathewhad
a " tail," a following worthyof himselfandhis greatcausey and who
were they? for the most part, poor Irish Catholics. What a
spiritlessanddegenerate race of IrishCatholic laity hare we in this
provinceat this moment, compared with their generous and noble-
hearted fathers and grandfathers who strengthened the hands of
FatherMathew hihis terriblewar again** King Drink. But they are
not all degenerate;there is a remnant left, anditmay yet increase,
small though it be. We have seenof late amongAucklundCatho-
lics some of the first signs of a revivil of the heroic spirit which,
animatedFatherMathew and his disciples indays gone by."If the Cat'iolic peopleof Auckland would only muster strong
in this cause tney would not long want a leader well qualified
to head them. But what can a leader do without sufficient fol-
lowers? A Father Mathew society is already established in
Auckland, and in working order. But it is working like the
Church of which it is a sort of emblem against fearful odd9;and
if it were supported as itought to be, themeansof strengthening the
hands ofour clergy, and wiping off thatfoul blot whichdrink is daily
rendering more damagingto the character of theCatholic laity in this
town and province. That we are not worse than our Protestant
neighbours is a small consolation to us. We ought to be much better
thanany of them,and wouldbe so too if we were even moderately
true to our religion. The CatholicChurch is thelegitimate source of"all power," not only in the religious, but in themoral and civil or
political order ofsociety ;thatis when Catholics act anhonest part,
and are loyal to their principles,butnot otherwise. We oftenrail at
our enemies ofother creeds, but seme of our worst enemies are to be
foundamong our own community.— Correspondent.
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