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AUCKLAND.

(From our own -correspondent)

Wz are now in the thick of our Provinci:ilp(]ouncil elactions. othing
wory moticeable, except that the present educationsl arrangements are
admitted to be a dead failure, financially if not in ofher ways. The’
Mayor, one of the candidates, and & leading secularist, =&id ** he sup-
%301‘&9(1 the Hducetion Aettin the Proviacial Council, but experience
had proved during the past year ‘that it was not inits present dhape of

» workable character.” Could anything else be expected of & measure
80 arbitrary and unjust? Gross imjustice never etands permanentiy.
.and ia sure 'to be resisted—and resisted by strong measures, too—at
times. The annual sum which it was intended to collect was £13,000 ;
they could only squeeze £7000 ont of the pockets of the people. They
at first summoned many, who of course had to pay; but tliley have
censed to summon of late, either because they saw the ease was hope-
less, or because they were ashamed of the unjust work in which they
wera engaged. They could net for shame's sake bring a great popor-
tion—-perhaps a great mnjority—of the inhabitants of the Province
into Court to extort an unjust tax from them. So much for sccular
education in Auckland up to the present. Wa shall see what we shall
ste next. No thanks to our so-called liberal Press if the present
unjust system come to u speedy end, and be replaced by something
more just snd generous. They have dene their best or worst te perpe-

trate the wrung.

THE GOOD TEMPLARS.

Tas Goeod Templars are becoming forinidable here at present in more
wrays than one.  The publicans are obviously afraid that they will
injure their business. They have nccordingly, some of them, resolved
to fitup Good Templar apavtments in their hotels. But the Good
Templars are too old birds te be caught in that way. They smell a
rat. They wish te fiy from danger, not to esuart it.  They are becom-
ing political, and openly dencunce all public men whe won't go with
them. The Press think this is proceeding too far, amd somewhat
tyrannical. But the fact is, every popular association has polifical
power, and will use it {o obtaiz ite ends. You cannot prevent that
1f the members be only united. Tt is not probable that the * Tems-
plars” will long be politically powerful, simply because they have no
strong and lasting bond to unite them. They embrace men of all re-
ligiona ; discord and divisions, therefors, will scon arise atnong them,
and the Seciety will wmelt away. Religion is the only strong and last.
ing bond of unity, ond the firmest ground of political strength and
power—1I mean the Catholic religion, of course.

T aaid there was only one noticeable event about our Provincial
QOonuncil elections, but I was wrong; there is another, Mr Kirby, a
Cartholic, comes forward a8 an avowed and stroug advocute of the
Irish Naticnal system of pure secular education in Guvernment
achools. Though Br Kirby be a respectable citizen and well meun-
inz muan, he has happily l#ttle or no weight or infiuence in the political
world, He has made a false and rask step for some reason or other,
«as many ather ambitious men before him have done—men of greater
mark than Mr Kirbyis, oris ever likely to be. He has given much
egandal and snnoyaace to his own friends in his own community by
the step ke has tuken, and is not iikely to gain much respeot from
others outside bis denomination by acting so inconsistent a part, let
this motives be ever so pure.

The political power of the Giood Templars, #0 far as they possess
any, will of course be exerted agninst the Catholic Church. Bus thera
Are various ways in which Grood Templars may indivectly contribute
to the benefit of the Church. First, Catholics from their position are
much mixed with Protestants. When Protestants become sober men,
their Catholics corapanions may become a0 too. That would be g
grent and direct gain to the Catholic Church. Moreover, the en.
thueinsm of the Templar may communicate 1tself to the Catholic, and
fnduce him to join the Father Mathew Socisty, now organised and
working under the patronage of Bishop Croke. That would be a still
further gain to us.  Again, whatever promotes real practical Churis-

+

tianity among Protestants, is a gain to the Catholie Church for this |
reason, that it prepares thewn to see the light of Cutholic truth. Most
of the modern converts to the Church are from the ranks of good Pro-
testants, and the Good Templars may furnish some—who knows?
Many Protestents who join the Catholic Charch long practise Catholic
obaervances, and strive to imbibe a Qutholic spirit ers they leave the
Protestant ranks openly.

When a Cathalic has no reasorable chanes of obiaining a seat in
tho Provineial Coancil or House of Ropresentatives withont flying in
the face of his own Church, and insulting its authorities, a sense of
decency and respect for himself should keep him from aspiring to such
an honor.  Au educated Cutholie like Mr Kirby cannot fail to know
that the highest authority in the Chureh to which he professes to be-
long, the Pope himeelf, Las condemued in the mest publie, formal, and
emphatic manner the prineiple of excluding the Catholic religion and
the authoriby of i's ministers from schools in which Cathiolie children
are to be educated. Te must also know that the secular, or Iriah
Natioual system of education is one of the greatest national grigvances
of which Ireland has new to complain,—so far a3 corcerns the Catholis
people,—and that they are makiug strenuons efforts to obtain justice
in that,as in other mutters at the present monient, by Home Hale or
some other means,

QUBR COMYON SCHOOLS ANDTHE LIQUOR TRADE
WiTE reference to these Auckland schools, a very severe remark waa'
made by the Resident Magistrnte, Captain Beekham, the other day, on
the occaeion of & poer Catholie child of 11 years of oge being brou,a-hf,
beofore him drank.  Xe snid that the Proviacial Grovernment by their
achool system had begun at the wrong end in their altempts to educate
the people. They wore raising public money to be expended on
aduenting the children of those who eould very well afford to support
their vwn sehools; while the poorest cluss—the gutter children, such
as the unfortunate child before him--were permitted to grow u;; un-
gdizeated, He added that a case like this was a disgrace not merely to

any-one individual particularly, but to the entire community, the town
of Aanckland, . He.was right. As a Catholie I feel that. riot the least
portion of that disgrace attaches to us of the Catholic community,
The mother of this unhappy child is & drunkard, and the boon com-
panion of men as disgipated and shameless as horself. The town is
overrin with public houses, and Mr Beckham hirself may well feel
some strong qualms of conscience to think that he, as a licensing
Justico, is respoosible for this state of things in no slight degree. But
for the multitude of the grog-shops the community of this tawn would
nat be scandlized by the appesrance of so many drunken men and
women—not 5 fow of them Catholics —aa we now see brought before
him every day of the week. The Catholis Bichep, clergy, and school-
masters are laboring with unwearied pains to promote religion and
morality among the Catholiec people, old and young, in this places
but their efforts are being in a great measure rendered futile by the
power of the liguor trader. He reigne enpreme over all classes. 'The
power which he possesses now far exe.eds that which he possessed in
Father Mathew’s time, and it is growing in strength every Year, as the
incrense of the excise revenue and many other circumstancss incon-
testibly prove. Where are we to look for a remedy? In popular
{Temperance sovisties by whatever namo they may be called T fear
we can place but small vonfidence, and still less in any leogislative
remed;y against intemperance; any good they do now can be but
partinl and temporary; for this reasun that to a great extont so many

{ of bath Catholic and Protestant people have lost their conscience,

and are posaessed with a spirit of religious indifference totally
incompatible with any high moral tone, If a remedy is to be found at
all it must be found in the power of religion ; and if relizion anywhere be
powerful, it ought to be in the Catholic Church. The Catholic Churchk
possesses in itself a moral power great beyond all caleulation when
Church and people work in concert. Did wa not sea this in
the case of Father Mathew? It was pot merely as a patriot, philan.
thropist, and enthnsiast, but as & priest of the Catholic Church that he
succeeded as ke did in putting down the power of drink, in 8 manner
that appeared superhbuman or miraculons. But Father Mathew had
a * tail,” & following worthy of himself and his preat cazse; and who
were they? for the most part, poor Diish Catholica. What a
spiritless and degenerate race of Irish Catholic Ixity have we in this
provinoe at this moment, compared with their generous and noble-
hearted fathers and grandfathers who strengthenefl the hands of
Futher Mathew in his terrible war against Kiog Drink. But they ars
not all degenerafe ; there is a remnant left, and it muy yet increase,
small though it be. We have scen of late among Aucklund Catho-
lice some of the first gigns of a vevivil of the heroic spirvit which
animnated Father Mathew and his diseiples in days gone by,

- If the Catholic people of Auckland would only muster strong
in this cause tney would not long want a leader well qualifed
to head them. Bat what ean a leader do without sufficient fol-
lowers? A Father Mathew society i3 already estublished in
Auckland, and in working order, But it is working like the
Church of which it is a sort of emblem apsinst fearful odds; and
if it were suppnrted as it ought to be, the weans of strengthening the
hands of our clergy, and wiping off that foul blot which drink is daily
rendering more damaging to the character of the Catholic laity in this
town and province. That we are not worse than our Protestant
neighbours is a small consolation to us. We onght to be much better
than any of them, and would be so too if we wers even moderately
true to our religion, The Catholic Church ia the legitimate source of
“ all power,” mnot only in the relizions, but in the moral nad civil or
political order of saciety ; that is when Catholics act an honest part,
and are loyal to their principles, but not otherwise. We often rail at
our enemics of other creeds, but seme of our worst snemies are to be
found amoung our own community.—Correspondent.

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.
KO. 1I. .

Troven I started by teiling of eatacombs and fanerals, I do not intend
that all my reminisceaces shall be so zloomy. In this number I shail
try to deseribe the Carnival. For three long days Rome forgets the
gravity which years and sorrows have brought her, and sets herself to
play and frolic with all the lightheartedness of an infunt city like
Dunedin. This half a week she gives to enjoyment from morning tall
night. Gay garments and emiling fuces ave the order of the day, and
woe to the dullard who by sombre garb or sullen brow refuses to pay
homage to King Cirnival. His punishmont is speedy, hia sentence, to
be smothered in flowers or erushed in bunbons.  This annual holidny
is enjoyed by the Romans with a keenness which it is inpo
witnoess without, in & certein degree, sharing in it.  Gicls in Rome ars
brotight up with a strictness of whith their sisters in Australia have uot
en ides, never going out nlone eveun to Mass, and rarely being taken to
any place of amnsement. The Carnival is almost tieis only distraction,
and young ladies who enjoy balls, races, operas, &e. nil the year round,
and yet sigh for amugement, can readily imagine that if all their outs
inge wore to be condensed into three days, that half week would be a
fever of delight Iong looked forward te, and ardently wishad fur

From ono end to the other of the Uoreo, mirth und mischisf iold un-
disputedsway. Windows and balconies ave packed with eagercombatants
who wage a mimic war with the merry crowd below. Revellers from all
patts of the world join in the fun, and rival and improve on the anties
of the Romuens, The srmour for this warfure consists of & funtastie
dress of some bright-colored ealico, blue, pink, mauve, or what you
will, and a guard of fino wire-work for the fuce. Flie ammunition is
groat sacks of confetti made of Lime instead of sugar, avd pyramids of
Howers. These are for the unknown enemy, but thero are Hrenely
eweetmests and exquisite bruguets to throw to one’a friends.

" There are two ways of sesing tho Carival, both of wlish I tried.
The safor but less enjoyable method is to have soits in o boleony
From thie elevated position one sees all the sport without much risk of
being attacked, excopy from the oppo-ite windows. The carriazes
pasa below in two rows, one line going up the atrvet, the vther retupns
ing, ond are all filled with imps, clowns, demons, raiiors, and every
grotesque coatume that it is possible to imagine, As well ns with




