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views of those who look at the appeinbnont through the medium of
Eirejudme, the want of ability, or inexparience, cannot be imputesd to
r Butler.
: {‘ Curcoar Chronicle.”)

Tf Mr Parkos had kept his promise to his colleague, the appoint-
ment would hive given satisfaction to probably more than that of Sir
Jamos Martin. No one questiona Mr Butler's ability as a lawyer, or
his integrity as & gentleman ; while in bia steady application to work
he is decidedly, we think, Sir James Martin’s superior, Objections
have been raised in zome quarters to Mr Butler on the ground of his
being a Koman Oatholic ; but in & country where all forms of religion
ate equal before the law, such an objection ought never to have been
hinted at. If Mr Butler had received the appointmens, we are cer-
tain that his religion would never have interfered with the discharge
of his duty to the country, or given a bias to his decisions on the judi-

cial bench,
(* Maitland Mercury.')
Under the circumitances, we cannat wonder at Mr Butler coming
to the conclusion that Mr Parkes, though repudiating the influence of

sectarian presaure, had really yislded to it. 'We cannot wonder, under

the cirecumstances, that Mr Butler regarded the action of the Govern-
mént as the result of anti-Catholic influence, and that he resolved at
once to quit the ministry rather than, by retaining office, lerd his
sanction to the imposition of a civil disability wpon his fellow Roman
Catholies. And, ay we think, Mr Butler viewing tho matter thns, has
acted not enly with commendable spirit, but with & moderation, s self-
control, and a digoity that will raise him groatly in the estimation of
the community.
(* Hawksbury Times.")

" We have witnessed and read of many scenss in our Legislature
which we wovld wisl to expunge from its proceedings, or over which
we would at least draw a veil, but none that equals this. The Colonial
Secretary found no sympathizers on either side of the House; the
Secretary stood alone—not alone in virtue like Chatham, beating down
the hounds of faction that howled around him, by the power of his
majestic intelloct, but alone in meanness and trickery—the inventor
uni perpetrator of one of the most crooked and slippery political
dodges that has ever been practised in this community,

{(* Braidwood Despatch.”)

The conduct of Mr Parkes, whose treatment of Mr Butler in
promising him the office and then drawing back from his word is any-
‘thing but what it should be.

(*Southern Argus.’)

- The real fruth we conceive i3, that Mr Parkes, with all his
vaunted ability to hold the reins of government, is a political coward.

- (‘ Wagga Express.”)

‘With & natural faeility for humbug that could hardly be exceedod
by the very oldest of serpents, Mr Parkes has beguiled his late
Attorney-General, Whether Sir Jamos Martin will develope into a
better Chief Justice than would Mr Butler, need not enter into the
calenlation. The silk gown of & Queen’s Counsel which he abandons
for the scarlet vestment which clothes a Chief Justice, and is typical
of the Lady of Babylon, may give a certain weight to the appointment,
that Mr Butler may lack. But if we handicap by previous official
perforinances, the question assumes & differont appearance,

THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH.
(* The Tablet.”)
wuE grest crime of the Church of Bome, as every right-thinking
Englishmen knows, is to have “ corrupted ” both the form and the
oread of the Primitive Church. The newspapars say so, and they are
not often mietaken, A good many preachers agres with the news.
pupers. Yet as nothing seems €o be ensier than to * revive ™ the Pri-
mitive Church, an operation which a multitude of ““ pure snd re-
formed” communities have effected with complete success, the
Church of Rome has not done so much harm after all, At sll events
fhe mischief has been extensively repaired. Ttis guite astonishing
what a number of undoubtedly Primitive Churches there ara just now
in the world. In certain soils they seem lo be a natural growth, and
gpring up spontaneously. Th_ere are aaid to bq about one bhundred
and twenty sects, edch of which, though differiug from all the rest,
bonete to have reproduced, to the great confusion of the Church of
Rows, exactly the faith and discipline of the Primitive Church. And
they are all equally confident, by clear demonstration of Holy Writ,
that theirs is the true and genuine article, and that every other is
{ous.

P There is our ald friend in the Chireh of England, which every-
body admita—at least everybody who has the good fortune to belong
to it—to be an exact copy of the original institution. The resem-
blance is perfect in every particular. 'We must suppose, therefors, if
we have the privilege to be Anglicans, thit in the Primitive Church,
which we have so happily revived in our England, it was usual to

ractise Confession, and to revile it st tho same time; to exalt the
Priesthiood, and o laugh ab it; to adove the I_lea.l Presence, and to
ridicule it ; to believe in Regeneration by Baptiem, sud to deny it;
to ablor heretics, and to remsin in communion with them; to call
gchism a crime, and to rgjoice ip every fres_h example of it ; 1o eon-
sider unity essential, and to be in communion mt_h nothing and no-
body. The Primitive _Ghureh may have beqn this, a8 i3 Angliean
restorers appaar to believe, but perhaps the evidence of the fact is not

i eciyive.

qmt.eT%Bn there is the great Russiau, or *Orthodox,” commuuion,
whith is also entirely Primitive, though it owes its present form to
Pater the Groat, and is divided into a8 many irrecoocileable secte na
the Anglican. It bas mot only separated itself from Constantinople,
which it used to call its souree aud wother, but has porsuaded Gireece
and Bulgaris to do likewise. According to the Russian view of the
Primitive Church, that institution was governed by a Tsar, with an
official © Holy Synod,” submissive to his faintest whisper, and directed
by one of his nides-descamp. No doubt the Apostles would recognize
this at once as the vory Church which they founded, 8t. Petersburg

would be to them an improved Jerusalem. Perhaps theaide-de-camp
would puzzle him alittle, particularly if he treated them as he does
his own Bishope—whioh wonld hardly be  safe proceeding—while the
Tear might possibly suggest unpleasant reminiscences of another
Crmsar with whom they were more familiar.

Other Primitive Churches, which are neither national nor official,
and have no wish to be so, consider priests & delusion, Bishops an
sbomination, and Sacraments “& fond thing vainly “invented.” Ts
it not so written in the Seriptures? Their prophet is the mild Oalvia,
the diffident Knox, or the respectable Wesley. They all profess to be
digciples of Paul,” ard do not care muach about Peter.

he Dalimgerists have just made quite a new Primitive Church,
which differs & good deal from all others, but has special merits of its
own. Acoording to its more or lems inspired founder, the original
Primitive Church remained in its perfection till after the Council of
Trent, of which the canous ought €o'be reverently recoived by all
christain men ; then was totally lost to view till about the year 1872 ;
when it wes gloriously rovived by a few Glerman professors, the only
people in the world who really kuew snything about it, aided by eome
gentlemen of Holland, particular favourites of Heaven, and almost as
wisa, modest, virtuous, and * not as other men are,” as the illuminati
of Bann and Munich,

Amid e0 many Primitive Churches, by which tha corruptions of
the Church of Rome are eo happily repaired, and of which we may
hope to see a good many more itP wo live s few years longer, we must
not forget the Quakers, whoss ouly fault is that they claim to be more
Primitive than all the rest, which iy perhaps {nvidious. Let us notics
nlso respeetfully the Irvingites, who justly resent the protensions of tha
Quakers, since they alone have revived, not only the Primitive Chursh,
but even the original Apostles, besides angels and archaungels, and wo
know not what else besides, Ifany restoration might seem to defy
competition, it ia surely this. Yot while doing fult justice to the
Trvingites, and to o host of others, among whom our admiration is
impartially distributed, it must be admitted if there is anything in e
name, that the * Primitive Methodists ” beat them all.

It is evident, then, that nothing is easier, a3 we have already
observed, than to revive the Primitive Church, in spite of the impotent
stratagems and general misconduct of the incorrigible Church of Rome.
And this is suvely a consoling fact, upon which our fallen race may be
warnly congratulated. Tet Rome do what she likes, she cannot ex-
tinguish the Primitive Church, Lubt only creates a dozen in place of
one. FPeoplo may say, indeed, for there is no limit to human psvver.
sity, that ag theee new Primitive Ohurches differ from one another
quite as freely as they do from the Catholic Ohurch, and on questions
of the moat tremendons gravity, they cannot possibly be all true por.
traita of the same original ; and furiher, that if any oue of them is a
good likeness to it, all the rest must he horrible carieatures. But the
objection muy be diamissed as weak and trifing. May it not have
been the particular merit of the Primitive Church that it could resembls
hundred different things nt onco? We offer this suggestion ns onr
personal contribution to the general subject. It is trae that, aa far as
we know, no one has yet discovered an animal which is at the same
time o fish, an ox, a rat, a zebra and s pelican. If the Primitive
Church reslly resembles the multitndioous sects— Russian, Anglican;
[rvingite, and the rest—which claim 0 be its mirror and faithful pre.
sentment, it must have been all these aniwals at omce, and a good
many mors. But in that case we must shift our conclusion and say,
wo hope with the concurrence of our Protestant renders that the Romen
Charch can hardly be blamed for © corrupting ™ it off the the face of
the earth, and subtituting for such a Primitive Church a less grotesque
monaber.

On the whole we advise our contemporaries, who will certainly
not take our advice, to say as little ps possible about the Primitive
Church. They will only get themsslves into diffculties, No man
living can belong, in any sense whatever, to the Church of the first
tentury, unless he belongs to that of the nineteenth. Tt is not per-
mitted to the British citizen to transfor his allegiance from Victoria to
William Rufue or Canute, in spite of the great merits of those remote
sovereigns ; and the British Christian i8 aubject to the same law, IFf
he is not loyal to the Church of s own age, he is a rebel against the
Charch of every other. She is no more eapable of change or corrup.
tion thau her founder ; and if 8t. Peter who was the ficst Viear of
Christ, should revisit the earth, it is certain that, in spite of the attrac-
tions of so many |Primitive Churches of recent origin, he would recog-
nize that one alone, against which all the rest are in revolt, aud
would take up his abode with the prisouer of the Vatican. We
suapect that in their secret heart most Protestants ave of the same
opinion.

If some, for whom the 'iving aud incorruptible Spouse of Christ
{s not sufficiently pure and chaste, have gone back to what they coll
the Primitive Chureh, others, by a more viclent racoil, have gone
litele further. Weary of so many puve and reformed ”* Churches of
which the multiplicity serves to sonvince them that Christianity is s
fable, they have relapsed into the paganism which was an older form pf
human belief. We must avow n certain sympathy with these ex-
Christians, who have strayed like comets beyond our theologieal orbit,
and passed into the far-off regions of space. They are not wholly
without exouse: If we believed with them that the Clristian Church
is one of the most contemptible of human institutions, always falling
into errors snd corruptions, and ouly existing to be periodically
“reformed”—~like & house in want of whifewash or a bungling A et of Par-
liawment,—by any adventurous spirit, Anglican, Dillingerist, or Trringire
who feels moved te undertake thejob, we should probably think of the
Christian religion and its Foundor prefity much as they do. Men who
have hezn gravely nssured, for example, eversince they were born, that
the Anglican Establishment, with its twenty different religions, is a gen-
uine representaiive of the Primitive Ohurch, may well refuse to admit
that the latter has any claim to their respeet or that the Almighty could
have anything to do with it. Our esteemead eootemporary the ¢ Pail
Mall Gezette” is evidently of this opinion. He goes in for Magna
Roma,” and that sort of thing, The Btate, he says, is more sacred
than any Church, and, considering what he understands by a Chureh,



