
views of those who look at theappointBent through the medium ofprejudice, the wantof ability,or inexperience,cannot be imputed toMrButler. r

0CarcoarChronicle.')
IfMrParkeshadkepthis promise tohis colleague, the appoint-

ment wouldhave givensatisfaction toprobably more than that of SirJames Martin. No one questionsMrButler'sability as a lawyer, orhi# integrity as a gentleman;while inhis steady application to workhe isdecidedly, we think, Sir James Martin's superior. Objectionshavebeenraised in somequarters toMrButler on the ground of hisbeing a RomanCatholic;but ina country whereall formsof religion
are equalbefore the law, suchan objectionought never to have beenhintedat. IfMrButlerhadreceived the appointment, we are cer-
tain that his religion wouldneverhave interfered with the dischargeof hisduty to the country, orgiven abias tohis decisionson the judi-cial bench.

('MaitlandMercury.')
Under thecircumstances, we cannot wonder at MrButler coming

to the conclusion thatMr Parkes, though repudiating the influenceof
sectarian pressure, hadreally yielded toit. We cannot wonder, underthe circumstances, that MrButler regarded tho actionof theGovern-
meatas theresult of anti-Catholic influence, and that he resolved atoace to quit the ministry rather than, by retaining office, lecd his
sanction to the impositionof a civildisabilityuponhis fellow RomanCatholics. And, as we think,Mr Butler viewing the matter thus, hasactednot only withcommendable spirit,but witha moderation,a self-control,and a dignity that will raise himgreatly in the estimationof-the community.

("Hawksbury Times.') |
\ We have witnessed and read of many soeniß inourLegislaturewhichwe would wish to expunge from its proceedings,or over which

we would at leastdrawa veil,butnone thatequalsthis. TheColonialSecretary found nosympathizers on eitherside of the House; theSecretary stood alone— not alone in virtuelike Chatham,beating down
the hounds of faction that howledaround him, by the power of his
majestic intellect, but alone inmeanness and trickery

—
the inventor

md perpetrator of one of the most crooked and slippery political
dodge* thathas evorbeen practisedin this community.

(♥BraidwoodDespatch.";
The conduct of Mr Parkes, whose treatment of MrBufeler in

promisinghim theoffice and then drawingback from his word ia any-thingbut whatitshould be.
('Southern Argus.')'The real truth we conceive is, that Mr Parkes, with all his

vaunted ability to holdthe reins ofgovernment,ha political coward.
('Wagga Express.')

With anatural facility for humbug that couldhardly be exceededby the very oldest of serpents, Mr Parkes has beguiled his late
Attorney-G-eneral. Whether Sir JamesMartin will devolope into a
betterChief Justicethan would MrButler,need not enter into the
calculation. The silk gown of aQueen'BCounsel which he abandonsfpr thascarlet vestment which clothes a Chief Justice,and is typical
of theLady ofBabylon,may give a certainweight to the appointment,
that MrButlermayluck. But if we handicap by previous official
performances, thequestionassumesa differentappearance.

THE PRIMITIVECHURCH.
('TheTablet.')

The great crime of the Church of Rome, as every right-thinking
Englishman knows,is to have "corrupted"both the form and the
oreed ofthePrimitive Church. The newspapars say so, and they are
not oftenmistaken. A good many preachers agree with the news-
papers. Yetasnothing seems to be easier than to "revive" thePri-
mitive Church, an operation which a multitude of" pure and re-
formed" communities have effected with complete success, the
Church ofRome has not done so much harm after all. Atall events
fhemischiefhas been extensively repaired. Itis quite astonishing
whatanumberofundoubtedly PrimitiveChurches there are just now
in the world. Incertain soils they seem to be a natural growth, and
spring up spontaneously. There are said tobe about one hundred
and twentysects, each of which, though differing from all therest,
boasts tohavereproduced, to the great confusion of theChurch of
Rome, exactly the faithanddisciplineof the PrimitiveOhurch. And
they are all equally confident, by clear demonstration of Holy Writ,
that theirs is the true and genuine article, and that every other is
spurious.

There is our old friendin the Church of England, whichevery-
body admits— at least everybody whohas the good fortune to beloug
to it— tobe an exact copy of the original institution. The resem-
blance is perfect inevery particular. We must suppose, therefore,if
wehave the privilege to be Anglicans, thitin the Primitive Church,
whichwehave so happily revived in our England, it was usual to
practise Confession,and to revile it at the same time;to exalt the
Priesthood, and to laugh at it;to adore the RealPresence, aud toridicule it;tobelieve in Regeneration by Baptism,and to deny it;
to abhor heretics, and to remain ia communion with them j to call
schism a crime, and to rejoice in every fresh exampleofit;to con-
siderunity essential, and to be in communion with nothing andno-
body. ThePrimitive Ohurch may have been this, as iis Anglican
restorersappear tobelieve,but perhaps the evidence ofthe fact isnot
quite decisive.

Then thero is the great Russian, or ''Orthodox," communion,
■whichis also entirely Primitive, though ifc owes its present form to
Peter the Great,nnd is dividedinto as many irreconcileable sects as
the Anglican. It has notonly seDarated itself from Constantinople,
whichitused tocall its sourceaud mother,buthas persuadedGreece
andBulgaria todo likewise. According to the Russian view of the
PrimitiveChurch, that institution was governedby a Tsar, with an
official"Holy Synod," submissive tohis faintest whisper,anddirected
by oneofhis aides-de-camp. No doubt the Apostles wouldrecognize
thisat once as the veryChurch which they founded. St.Petersburg

wouldbe to themanimprovedJerusalem. Perhaps theaide-de-camp
wouldpuzzle himalittle, particularly if he treated them as he does
hi*own Bishops

—
whioh wouldhardly be a safeproceeding

—
whiletheTsar might possibly suggest unpleasant reminiscence! of anotherCmsar with whom they were more familiar.

Other PrimitiveChurches, whichare neithernationalnor official,
andhaveno wish tobe co, consider priests a delusion, Bishops anabomination,and Sacraments"a fond thing vainly " invented." I«itnot so writtenin theScriptures? Theirprophetis themild CaMu,thediffidentEnox,orthe respectable Wesley. They allprofess tobedisciplesofPaul,"and do not caremuch aboutPeter.TheDslhngeristshave just made quite a newPrimitive Church,
whichdiffers a gooddeal fromall others, but has special merit* ofitsown. According to its more or less inspired founder, the original
Primitive Church remainedin its perfection till after theCouncilofTrent, of which the canons ought ta'be reverently received by allchristain men;then was totally lost to view till about the year1872;when itwasgloriously revivedby % few G-erman professors, the only
people in the world who reallyknew anythingabout it, aidedby somegentlemenofHolland,particular favouritesofHeaven, and almost as
wisa,modest, virtuous,and"notas othermen are," as the illuminatiofBonnandMunich.

Amidsomany PrimitiveChurches,by which the corruptionsof
theChurchof Borne are so happily repaired, and of which wemayhope tosee agood many moreif welivea few years longer, wemust
not forget the Quaker?, -whose only fault is that they claim tobe morePrimitive thanall the rest, whichis perhaps invidious. Letus noticealso respectfully the Irvingites, who justly resent thepretensionsof theQuakers,sincethey alone haverevived,notonly the PrimitiveChurch,buteven the original Apostles,besides angels andarchangels,and weknownot whatelsebesides, Ifany restoration might seem to defy
competition,it is surely this. Yet while doing full justice to theIrvingites,and to a host of others, among whom our admiration is
impartially distributed,it mustbe admittedif there is anything inaname, that the "PrimitiveMethodists

"
beat themall.Itis evident, then, that nothing is easier, as we have alreadyobserved,than torevive the PrimitiveChurch, inspiteofthe impotent

stratagemsand generalmisconductof the incorrigibleChurch ofBorne.And this is surely a consoling fact,upon whichour fallenrace maybe
warmly congratulated. Let Borne do what she likes,she cannot ex-tinguish the PrimitiveChurch, but only createsndozen in place ofone. Peoplemay say,indeed, for there is no limit to human pjrvw-
Bity, thatas these new PrimitiveChurches differ from one anotherquiteas freelyas they do from theCatholic Church,andon questions
of themost tremendous gravity, theycannot possibly be all true por-
traits of the same original;and further, that if any one of them is a
good likeness to it,all the rest must tehorrible caricatures. But theobjection may be dismissedas weak and trifling. May it not havebeen theparticularmerit of thePrimitiveChurchthat itcould resemblehundreddifferent things at once? "We offer this suggestion as ourpersonalcontribution to the general subject. It is true that,as far asweknow, noonehas yet discoveredananimal whichis at the sametimea fish, an ox, a rat, a zebra and a pelican. If the PrimitiveChurch really resembles the multitudinoussects— Russian, Anglican,
Irvingite, and therest

—
which claim tobe its mirrorand faithfulpre-sentment,itmust have been all these animals at once, and a good

many more. But in that case wemust shift our conclusion and say,
wehope withthe concurrenceofourProtestantreaders that theRomanChurch canhardly be blamed for "corrupting

" it; off the the face of
the earth,andsubtituting for such aPrimitiveOhurch a less grotesque
monster.

On the whole we advise our contemporaries, who will certainlynot takeour advice, tosay as little as possible about the PrimitiveChurch. They will only get themselves into difficulties. No manlivingcan belong,in any sense whatever, to the Chmcb. of the first
century, unless hebelongs to that of the nineteenth. Itis not per-
mittedto theBritish citizento transferhis allegiance fromVictoria-toWilliamRufus or Canute,inspite of the greatmerits ofthoseremotesovereigns j and theBritish Christian is subject to the samelaw. Ifhe is notloyal to the Church ofhis ownage, he is a rebel against theChurch ofevery other. She is nomorecapable ofchange or corrup-tion than her founder;and if St. Peter who was the first Vicar ofChrist, should revisit the earth, it is certain that, inspite of the attrac-
tionsofsomany (Primitive Churches of recent origin,he would recog-nize that one alone, against which all the rest are in revolt,andwouldtake up his abode with the prisoner of the Tatican. We
suspect that in their secret heart most Protestants are of the sameopinion.

Ifsome, for whom theUving and incorruptible Spouseof Christis notsufficiently pure andchaste, have gone back to what they call
thePrimitiveChurch, others, by amore violent recoil, have gone alittle further. Weavy of somany " puve and reformed"Churohes ofwhich themultiplicity serve3to convince them thatChristianityis afable, they haverelapsedinto thepaganismwhich wasanolder formofhuman belief. We must avow a certain sympathy with these ex-Christians, who have strayed like comets beyond our theologicalorbitandpassed into the far-off regions of space. They are not whollywithoutexcuse; Ifwe believed with them thatthe ChristianChurchis one of themost contemptible ofhuman institutions,always fallinginto errors and corruptions, and only existing to be periodically
"reformed"— -likeahouse in wantof whitewashopabunglingActofPar-liament,—-by anyadventurousspirit,Anglican,Dollingerist,or Irringicewho feels mov^d toundertake thejob,we should probably think of theChristianreligion andits Founder pretty much as they do. Men whohavebeen gravely assured, for example,eversince they wereborn, thattheAnglicanEstablishment,with ita twenty differentreligions,isa gen-uine representativeofthe Primitive Church,may well refuse toadmitthat the latter has any claimto their respector thatthoAlmightycouldhave anything todo with it. Our esteemed contemporary the « PallMall Gazette

'
is evidently ofthis opinion. He goes in for

"
MagnaRoma," and that sort of thing. The State, he says, i8i8 more sacredthanany Church, and,considering whathe understandsbya Churchi
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