
(Froma Correspondent.)
At a meeting of Irishmen held in the Waimea district, it was
unanimously resolvedthat the Home Rule movement in Ireland is
worthyofthe supportofall Irishmen in New Zealand. A committee
was at once appointed to carry out the intentions of themeeting,
which are to collect subscriptions in the Waimea district, and to
solicit theco-operationof allIrishmen ivNew Zealand.

This caneasily be done by the formationof Committees,and
wherepracticable,of Central Committees.

We contemplate the formation of a Central Committee for the
West Coast, to receive the moneysof each local Committee, and the
amounts so received willbe credited to each district and acknowledged
in the cNation,' 'Irishman,' andNew ZealandTabiet,newspapers.

Where from unavoidablecircumstancesa Central Committeecan-
not be appointed, the local Committee can remit to the following,gentlemen, members of the Council of the Home Rule Association,
whom wehave selected joint Treasurers, themoneys tobe collected.A.M.Sullivan, Editor Nation, Isaac Butt, Q. 0., andM. P.,JohnMartin,M.P.,Professor Galbraith,T. C.D., and MrO'NeilDaunt.

The effect of the adhesion of the Irishmen of New Zealand to thismovement, willbe tostrengthen thehandsof theHome Eule Associa-tion immensely. Itwill be conferring an amount ofmoral supportmuch more valuable than themoney wemay send, andit will serve toshow that though wehave becomecolonists ofNew Zealand,wehave
not ceased tobe Irishmen.

By inserting the above you willnot onlybe forwarding themove-ment, but you will also be conferring a favoronyour correspondent.[MrJohn M. O'Toole, Waimea, is bon. Secretary to the Com-mitlee.]

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.
A writes in the

'New Zealand Church News,' says :—'«lt:
—

'« It isoften
assumed that the introduction of aGovernment system ofeducation
necessitates the abandonmentofChurch day-schools. This assumption
largely influences even those who wouldgladly see Church'schools
flourishing and doing their work, if it were possible. Itseems foolish0

to waste one's energies against windand tide, ifit be the fact that the
Governmentsystem is sure to occupy the whole educationalfield, that
it commandsthe sympathy of the people at large, and that Church
schools in the nature of things, canonly prolonga miserable existence.
Let us examine this position. There is noevidence asyet thatChuroh
schools, if courageously supported at the present juncture of affairs,
willnot thrive. They have thriven in England, in a marked way,
since the introduction of Governmentschools. Colonial townsare, at
any rate,sufficiently likeEnglish towns tojustify expectationof some*
whatsimilar success, if anything like the same zealbe shownin the
cause. They are beginning to thrive again in America, although the
secular system for many yearsheld its own there. InAustralia with
Governmentaid, Church schools did very well; since its withdrawal
many havebeengivenup, but the Government system is only onits
trial, and there is no evidence as yet that Church schools will not
again be found toanswer. There is noevidence as yet that aGovern,
ment system, without daily religious instruction, and open to all
scholarsalike, good and bad, children of well conducted homes, and
children of the gutter,will command the sympathy of the peopleat
large. The evidence inEngland is very strong the other way. Inall
probability,probability amounting almost to a certainty, Church
schools well conducted,in the chief towns of the Diocese of Christ-
church, wouldmeet withample success. The promotersof suchschools
have ia view somethinghigherand better even thanintellectual attain-
mentsfor their children,and betstoreby religious andmoralinfluences
intheir choice ofa school.

FREE NOMINATEDIMMIGRATION.
Mb Adam, during his visit to Southland,particularly impressed upon
thosewhointerviewed him the desirability of their taking full advan-
tageofthenew systemof nominated immigration.

The first tendays thenominated free passage system wasin forceat Napier ninety passages applied for. The « Telegraph
'

remarks;
The free system of nomination takes a vast deal eftrouble and res-
ponsibility off the shoulders of the Government on the arrivalof the
immigrants, as those whonominate thepartiesnaturally are prepared
toreceive them.

THE CLASS OF IMMIGRATION AGENTS NEEDED.
('Tuapeka Times.')

The motives of our immigration appointments are simply motives of
personalfriendship and of political partisanship. These motives are
transparentin a lamentable degree. If we only enlist the Britishpress inour favor, half the battle of colonisation is won. Andnone
buta fluent andpractical agent cando this. Itia absurdto suppose
that one lecturer, even for the province of Otago, willbe able effec-tually to influence the millionsof England's inhabitants. Anefficient
agent would commune with himself:" It is true that wageshavegreatly increased at home:butitis also true that thousandsof thesewagesmen and women will never be freeholders;and if wages arehigh, not merely may that wage elevationbe temporary, but it is
associatedwith taxes equally high, and with a liability to war with
rival nations, from whichthe colonies aredoveorJess free. The latterhave moreelbow room,more broad acres. The careerin the coloniesis a moreequalrace 5 whereas the wagemanat homeis handicappedfrom thefirst. "We, in the colonies, havea better climate, and con-sequently better health, and we can therefore rear and enjoy betterfamilies. Iwill tell all this to the people ofEurope. But how ?
The meansstandsnear me. They consist of the publicplatform andthemighty press. By pamphlets [will addressfamilies;by the dailynewspaper Iwill address millions ;by the voiceIwillpersuade morenillions." In this waya lecturer with sterling ability would, at thecudoftwelvemonths, removetheprejudices whichnow are placedinthepathofNew Zealand immigration.

IMMIGRATION BUNGLING.
MOIIEDISCIOST/KES.

THEfollowingextract fromaletter from, anintending immigrant to his
brother— Mr Shanly, ofNapier

—
puts ina verystronglight the intoler-

able obstructiveness thatrules in theNew Zealand ImmigrationOffice
ivGreatBritain. The sum of £21 was paidby Mr Shanly under the
regulations thenin force for the passagesof his brother and family,
and the passage ticket was sent home. The extract gives us theeequel;—

THE VICTORIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM.
The followingfrom theMelbourne

'
Leader

'
isanother tardyadmission

that the free, secular and compulsory system of Victoriais a costly
failure :—"MrHarkerhas takenanopportuity ofelicitingfromtheMinister
ofEducation why the compulsory clauses of the EducationActhave
not been putinto operation. Thisclause ofthe statuteis undoubtedly
the vital principle;it was intended to net all children apparently
neglected, or whoseparentsused their labor asameans ofliving, and
up to thepresent time ithas beeu a dead letter. The explanation Mr
Stephen gives is not a satisfactoryone. It is impossible, he says,to
putthe compulsoryclauses into operationuntilnew schoolsareerected.
Does Mr Stephenby this imply that the evasions of the Act are so
many that if the children not attending school werebrought into the
fold the schools could not accommodate them ? The reply involves
more thanabsurdity,because, in the first place, the clausehasnot beeu
tested,nndMr Stepheu cannot possibly know how far itis evaded;
andif it were tested,it isreasonable toassume that the additionto the
schools wouldnot, distributedover the whole colony, be somany that
theestablishmentscouldnot accommodate them. Perhapsas anexperi-
ment Mr Stephen will put the law in force inone district, where
schoolaccommodation is alreadyample,andletusknow to what extent
new schools will be needed when the compulsion in the matterof ,
schoolattendancebecomes ofgeneralapplication.

MR. CASHEL HOEY.

Not verylong ago, when Cashel Hoey was appointedSecretary to6he
Victorian Agent General, the 'Australasian'loudly demanded toknow
-who

" this CashelHoey
" was,as if MrHoeyhadnever been heard

of before. It appears, however, that that pnper has beeu better
informedsince,andhas not onlyascertained that MrHoeyis not quite
the obscurepersonit tookhim to be,but has even learned that his
wife, Mrs Hoey, is a well-knownpopular novelist. The following
announcement appears in the 'Australasian' of September 27:

—
la

next week'sissue of the 'Australasian will appjar the first portion of a
newnovelby Mrs Cashel Hoey. The new story is named

'Out of
Court,' and judging from the great popularity which Mrs Cashel
Hoey's novelshavealways secured,a similarsuccess may be reasonably
anticipatedfor thepresent one."
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neitherFather BinsfeldnorI,as far asIknow, have made a single
Btep for thatpurpose. Tf FatherBinsfeld went np the country,it was
on his usualquarterly visitto MassacreBay;a plan thathe made long
before Mr O'Conor cameas a candidate for the Superintendency;and
whocanbring me asingle man whocan tell me thatIwent to townto
speak to him about the elections P Indeed, Ididnot do anythingof
the kind, becauseIconsidered the election of Mr Curtiscertain. But
because these reports have been freely circulated,Imust say that
althoughIwould feel too proudto see aRomanCatholic, ifhe werea
truly practicalone, holding the office of Superintendent, (andIam
sure, insuch a case, Mr Curtis wouldappreciate my motive for giving
him myvote),yet as Mr O'Conor inhig address did not inany way
allude to the subject for whichIfeel aparticular interest,Imeanedu-cation,Isuppose he will still propose the amendmenthe had proposed
in the last session of the Council, a measure which is considered
dangerous;ButIthink it wouldbe safer to leave for thepresent, atleast, the Education Act as it is, rather than to bring an alteration
whichmight be very injurious to separate schools. In the present
circumstances therefore,Ihave no reason to vote against Mr Curtis;
theCatholics of theProvince are indebted to him for the support he
has obtainedfor their schools, and should he not be the successful
candidate, in voting for himIwould have stillthesatisfactionofhaving
paid him a tribute of gratitude.

"Ihave safely received the passage ticket, for]Jwhich, whstherI
useit or not,Igive you mybest thanks. Ihave communicated with
MrFeatherston, the Agent-General for New Zealand,and in return
have been,soto speak,inundated witha lotof official papers, one of
whichinforms me that official notification has been receivedby him
of the purchase of the ticket in Napier, and informing me that the.
first ship sails for Napier on the 28th October. Some of the papers
sent to me for filling up rather grate against my feelings;they seem
so much asit were in formapauperis, and in no placeof them doI
see any allusion tocircumstances where the passage has b6enprepaid.
One of themis a certificate from two householders, who must declare
their belief that Icannot pay more. AsIhave not to pay anything,
and they do not know what you can pay,how can anyone certify to
this? Among others is one that Ifully intend to work for wagesin
the colony, whichIdonot. Mr Culley, the agent here, says that no
doubt the prepayment supersedes many of these forms, buthe does
not seem to fully comprehend the matter. Isuppose prepayment is
not common."

We (Hawke'sBay paper) should like to knowby whose authority
thesigning of objectionableand offensive formslike those describedis
made obligatory. We venture tosay it is the first that the public
generally has heard of thorn. The Legislature seems to have lost all
control over the immigrationdepartment. _ Itis managed by a gentle*
manresponsibletonoone, and managed in a spirit directly opposed
to the wishes of thepublic. The sort of immigrants whom it would
be most desirable to introduce are precisely ;>those who wouldrefuse
tosign such forms as^those referred to.
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