
hZ%*$T'l"Bl?Mi96nt \QtcLJudeab* ugaßtu9 J «*d «» Tacitus,thatheheldthe rank ofconsul, that he wasthe friend of theemperor! andthe preceptorof his grandsons. These ddtaih, it is true, prove thecontradictionof the entic. But the sileireewith which the criticsur-rounds them, attests, at the same time, the scrupulous delicacy withwhichheiseeks to veil the'spefetacleof thin contradictionfromthe sight

THE ENGLISH WORKING MEN AND THECATHOLIC CHURCH.
The article on '« The Church of Rome," which recently appeared intheLondon "

Daily Telegraph,'staged that for the past forty years thepoorer portionofthe English peoplehavebeenin thehabitofattend-ing Lathoho plaoes of worship, and judging for themselves of thecharacterof the Catholicreligion. With reference to this,Iremem-"r.wadinga bookpublishedsome30 years ago or more,on the con-onion of-the working classes of Eni'land and some otherEuropeanStates. The author of the book was a Mr Kay, brother ofthe Sirdamea Kay Shuttleworth,who took a leading part in theGovernmentscneme ofeducation in those days. MrKay mentioned,among otherwnngg, that great numbers of the poorer classes were even at thattime 'going over to Rome," that the priests in tho various largemanutactunng towns were acquiring great inflaence over them. H©£aa been told asmuch by an English clergyman, of the Establishedynurch, who,he paid, wasneither a bigot inhis ownreligion, nor yetindifferent to it. He added,if the Anglican clergy did not exert them-selves the entire English poor, he believed, would ere long becomeOl"110'ICs
-

MrKayendeavoured toaccountforso strange a fact. -Hesaid theEnglish poor saw that the English Church wasnot thepoormans church;and,moreover, the ritual or external form of worshipm tlie Catholic Church was far more attractive to them,as it strucktne senses"more,and was not so intellectual as the English Churchservice. Hementioned,moreover, that odo of the noblestbuildings
inamerearchitecturalpointof view, in Manchester, the commercialcapital ofEngland, was a Roman Catholic OUnreh, erected almostentirely by the pence of the poor. The English working man isnaturallya wise and understandingman, and, when emancipated fromprejudice, almostcertain to form a sound judgment oa whatho hearsandsees. Tho only hopeof keeping him from becomingaCatholicisto keephim in ignorance of what tho Catholic religion really is, andwhatare the realmotives or springs of aclion which.influence thosewn.oprofess it. But it is not easy,or rather impossible,tokeephimf£ lon1ono

l
t>anee of tliese things now with so manyCatholicChurches openthroughout the country, ivmany of which sermons are being preachedby priests whoat one time were w=jllknown as zealous ministersoftheEstablished Church, and even in some cases Nonconformists. Notmerely the schoolmaster,but the Catholic priest'is"abroad

"
inEng-landnow-a-days, and they are playing into each 'Others hands. Itwsimply impossible tokeep any Protestants from becomingCatholicsifthey be welleducated, andat the same time be sincerely religious, ifthey havepiety,and charity,andhumility,«uoh asbefit trueChristians,

lueJinghsh workingmenmarks the conduct of theCatholicpriest"he contrastshis self-denialand zeal with the loveofease,money andpleasureof the bulk of theProtestant clergy ofalldenominations andlie naturallyinfers that the cr^ed of the Catholic n>uet be the true oneeven without any learned and critical examination into its grounds!■tie feels as it were by a sortofreligious instinct that a religion whichproducessuch fruits must be from Gtod, and that, therefore, he oughtto embrace it. See an illustration. A simple minded but mostamiable Catholic priest,an Italianandchaplainof anEnglish militarystationm India, whereIwas oa«e qnlrter^d, rela'ed tome the follow-inganecdote. AProtestaotrsoldieroneday came tohimandasked to.be admitted into the Catholic Church. The priest said—" Butdoyou know the tenets of tho religion you propose to embrace?" Hereplied—" No, sir,Ido.not. Iam no scholar, but a poor soldier.My wife isa Catholic. When Isee her conduct, and observe herpunctuality, and the fidelity with which she performs her religiousduties, ard all the duties of her state of life as a wife,amoiher,and a neighbour, jl c-mnot doubt but that the religion she pro-teases v the true one, and that it is my duty to embrace it."JNow,here is an unlettered man, who knew the "grammar of assent"by mstmct, and even a great deal better than Dr Newman couldteach it «to him. Itis by such a process of reasohing as that,Iverily believe,that thousandsofhumble souls amongthe workingmenofEngland and America,andsome possibly in New Zealandto°o, arebeingconducted— humanly speaking— into the Catholic Church,butultimately,of course,by the graceof God. Ifwe lay-Catholics gene-rally were toexhibitto others such an edifying example as thepoorbuthonest soldier's pious wife above referred to did, wo should soonhave the Catholic Church filled to overflowing. We wonder howProtestantscan resist the proofs in favour of the Catholic religion.
Our wonderought rather to be ho.v so many of them do embrace itseeing there is often somuch in theconduct of lay Catholics torepelthem, and eveatojustify their worstprejudices against it. By far theworstenemiea of the Catholic religion are to be found not amongProtestants, but among the Catholic laity themselves. Perhapsitiswronginme tosay so, but suchis my opinion, foundedonmuch ob-servation and experience in this and other countries, as well asonwhat1read.
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By the AhUJ-

E- Dahbas.translatedfrom theFrenchfor theNuwZeaiaicdTablkt.)
-t * " " IdenticalTestimony of Tertuxlian."r?»&Oinfcls Pro7ePro7ed

T
;we might be dispensed from insisting furtherJJw-"??:, Nevertheless, the time ia come to elucidate more£?- "? j?I the Pomts that sophistry has tried to obscure. Wentll £ the teßt 'raonie3— Roman,Greek,andJewish-ofAugustus,TacituS Suetonius,Dion Cassius, Josephusj "they mean, in veryS2" ♥) % Je beOM raade to B&y' they do nofc horrow fche^statement from the Gospelof Luke;

"
and yet they speakas he did.

iTO,08'"" rt»e7 nncre*er existed— that they arenull and void— therewouLilstill remain a host of witness whose word wouldcarrycon--victicvn with it,and whose inconvenient testimony rationalism in vain
«" V ltße f of« b7b7 unking them in the suspected category ofChristian authors." Every day we hear of the tribunals acceptingthe evidence of the "Christians." What right fcM rationalism toenow moreseventy here than the magistratesf Letus judge of itbya single example. Towards the year 204 of our era, a famouslawyer,whose decisions figure in the Digest,beside those of Papinian, Tre-P°mUß » apdUlpian. went from Carthage to Rome. He was born,and badliveda long time in Paganism. The courage of the martyrs,whose intrepidity in death he witnessed daily, madehim a Christian.Jdisname ofTertullian— already illustrious,at a time wheo thescience"ot law was the highway to honour -became still more-notorious bythe fact ot his conversion. The Roman world was curious to learnwhat there could bo in the despised doctrine of Clmsttoseduce aneminentjurn-consult. In this peculiar situation wemay.feelassuredthat the questionsof fact will beput by Tertullian with the accuracy
familiar toBarristers. Now, here is what Tertullian wroteat Romein the year294: « The original documentsof the censusof Augustus
arepreserved iv the archivesof Home. Their evidencerelative to theDirtn ot Christ forms an authentic testimony."* Thus speaks a.Koman lawyer to a whole society on the wutch, -ready tolay holdofand criticise the smallest inadvertence in his language. Itis thugheexpresses himself only a hundred and ii% years after the death ofAugustus, when the remembranceof that glorious reign was stillaslivingm Rome as thatof LouisXlV. can be inFrance; when thesubject of debate was a fact,such as an universalcenau*— basis of alltaxation, deeds of property, hereditary prerogatives attached to the- title of citizen-of all the conditions of birth, family, or rank in theempire. Andour sophists pretend to believe that Tertullianevokest7 p. emen,fc wholly new to the Romans, "borrowed from.Uifce! When the jurisconsult appeals to the public archives ofBotne, to the original documents of the census of Augustus, do our■literati take that to mean that Rome has noother archives, no otheroriginal -vritings than « the Gospelof Luke?" In truth, this wouldbe tomake too great a sportof human reason onbehalfof rational-ism The testimony of Tertullian oi itself would suffice to overturn*thefamous syllogism ofStrauss, developedas itis by theparaphrasing■otinsnew disciples. .

24. UNEXPECTED AND ItnrOLTOTABY TESTIMONY OT MoDßfctf
Rationalism.

But rationalism lias prepareda freshsurprise for us. We have
justheard it affirm that

"
the textsby which it is sought toprove thatsome of the operations for statistics and tribute commanded by Augus-

tus must hive extended to the dominionof the Herods,either do°notmeanwhat they have beenmade tosay,or are from Christian authors,whohaveborrowedthis statement from the Gospel of Luke." Now,.here, m the same paragraph, without any transition whatever,we are'told tnat the census of Judea wasmade in the 37th year from the eraofAchum, by Quinnus, the Romangovernorof Syria. Is it possible.that rationalism should be ignorant that Augustus was still reigninginthe 37th rear from the era of Actium ? Itis a well-authenticatedfacthoweve-,that the first Roman emperor died, a septuagenarian, in theyear 44 from the era of Actium:consequently, in the year 37, thecensus ofJudea, uadeby Quirinus, waseffected in thenameof Augus-
tus. But listen to the very -words of the critic: such a contradiction13 rather too unlikely. ''

The census effected," he says, "by Quirinusto which legend attributes the journey fromBethlehem, is at least tenyears later than the year in which, according to Lukeand MatthewJesus was born. The two evangelists,ineffect, place the birth ofJesusunder the rei2nofHerod-(Matth. ii, 1, 19, 22
-

Lukei,5). NW thecensus of Quinr.us did nob take place until after the depositionofArchelaus,ic., ten jeorsafter the death ofHerod, the 37th year fromthe eraof .Actium— (Josephus, Ant.,xvii,xiii,5, xviii,i, 1,ii, 1). TheI
inscription iormerly brought forward toprove that Quirinushad leviedtwocensuses is recognised as false— (see Orelli, Inscrip. Lat.,No.623and the supplementof Henzenin thisnumber;Borghesi, Pastes Con-nlaires [yetunpublished], in the year 742)." Impossible to be mis-takenhere. The critic fays positively that "in the 37th year fi-om theeraofActmm, after the depositionof Archelaus, not a partialenrol-ment,but a regular census,of Judea was made by Quirinus" NowArchelaus wasdeposedby Augustus. Archelaus was son of Herod"
'his territory' was violated by Augustus. Quirinus was sent intoJudeaby Augustus. Augustus survivedfor sevenyears the 37th yearfrom the era of Actium. Then, modernrationalism, which one wouldaot suspect of borrowing "its statement from the Gospel of Luke,"Wd whose word"implies," invery truth, acontradiction^teachea withTertulhan andSt. Luke that there wasa census of Judea made underAugustus! What does jtmatter that- ordinaryreaders shouldnot beinformed what emperor reigned in the 37th year from the eraof Ac-lium ? What dotsitmatter that they should uot evensusnecfc Arche-Jaus of having anything in commonwith

"
the Heroda'"!* They may.bepermitted to ignore thenameof theprince whodeposed Avchelaus.yo one is obliged to know, as Josephus did, that theKomanprocu-

THE PILGRIMAGES TO PARAY-LE-MONIAL.
The population of Paray-le-Monial does not exceed fouu thousandsouls. This fact will conveysome idea of the wonderfulappearance
the town and its sanctuaries presented on the 2dth of Jane whentwenty-five thousand pilgrims, principally men, received Holy Com-munion. On theFeast of3.8.Peter andPaul, thepilgrims numbered
o^er fifteen thousand, includingnearly a hundred members of theNationalAssembly, and the greater part of these also receivedtheBlessedSacrament.

Saturday, November 22,i873.] NEW ZEAXANDTABLET.
HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
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