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BIBLE-READING IN THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS.
Inthe

"
Star

'
of Nov. 7 wenotice an extract fromthe * Bruce

Herald' re the Catholic clergy and Tokomairiro Main School.The Colonial Government ordered a sworninquiry to bemadein reference to thiß case. Mr Maitland, the Commissionerappointed for that purpose,declared theinquiry to be strictlyprivate,anddirected that no use should be made of the evi-dence till the Government hadgiven itsreport on the matter.We consider that most persons would have abstained frommaking commentson asubject, the facts andcircumstances of
which could become known to them oDly by specialpermis-
sion,untilthe Government grantedpermission touse the evi-
dence. Here we find three persons who,by specialpermis-
sion, wereallowed to bepresentat this swornprivateinquiry,
coming forward with their opinionsandspecialnotes,

—
which

are worth nothingby the sideof sworn evidence,— andstating
that " theprincipal witnessespTovedthat the whole story was
a fabrication." Another used a trite, bigoted expression,—" that theold spirit of the Inquisition wasnot dead, but only
slumbered;" and again, that "it was totally unjustifiable
under the circumstances for anyman, still less for a man in
the position and holding the office which Father Coleman
does, to repeat such a gross, unfounded slander againstbisfellow-man, when he had ample time and opportunities for
inquiring into the truthor otherwise of the report." Again,
"it was clearly acase of the three black crows. The pioofthat the boy was neverbeaten is that the boy was in Mr
M'lntyre'sclass." Now,if hereafter itshouldbe found that
Mr Rossalways taught the Bible-class,and in the same room,
week after week, is not that room Mr Ross'a for that timeeach day, as much as itisMrM'lntyre's atother times1 See
what an effort is made to prove an alibi by these gentlemen.
Again,Mr Gillies states that it is admitted that this Catholic
hoy Curran was alwayspresent atthe Protestant Biblereading.
If it should afterwards appear that nd intimation was ever
given to Curran's father of this fact;and if Curran swore
that he told the boy not to have anything to do withthe
Bible reading,and that the boy Currau swore that the father
never toldhim sucha thing;and ifMr Ross toldMrM'lntyre
that he wouldinquire as to whether Curran was a Catholic,
anddidnot inquire, and swore that he didnot considerithis
duty to inquire,— we think fcbat though the boy denied thab
he was ever beaten, yet there will be clearly established thefact that Catholic childrenaie tamperedwith in their faith in
the Government schools. We donot think it advisable to say
moreon this subject until,as weexpect, theGovernment will
give their decision on the whole case: andwetrust that the
entire evidence, with the correspondence,willbe printedby
the Government, and copiesof it supplied to those concerned.
Then we shall seehow far there were substantial grounds for
making the complaint,and the public shall have an oppor-
tunity of judgingwhoitwas thatgave currency to the report.
We ask thepublic to suspend their judgment till theyhave
the sworn evidencebefore them.

COMMERCIAL.
DUNEDIN SHAREREPORTS.

REPORTS,MrFebdbmck H. Evans reports that, as anticipated, thesharebusiness of the week consisted mainly in the transferringof NationalInsurance shares at from 20s to 22s 6dpremium, andeven 25s was
given privately. The announcement,however,that theformationofanew Insurance Company was on the tapis, rendered buyers (withoutany cause) a little shy;yet only on Saturday lastIplaceda parcel at20d premium. It,however,gave our Auckland friends anopportunity,they -were too wise to let slip,and accordinglyweare gravelyinformedthat National Insurance shares hud fallen7s. But where? Why inAuckland—if itbe a fact. Butis that a reason why weare toacceptthe quotation-of one man in theNorthern Province for the whole ofNew Zealand? Let shareholdersand intending purchasersjudge forthemselves withoutcontinually quotingpricesaffectingonly those who.'do morebusiness in one day than we do in a week, especially whensome object has tobe gained. Itmay be andhas been argued "Butif Ican buy cheaper there than here, why shouldInot"?" Ionlypay in reply—" Try it; and you willfind out yourmistake.'' AlbiouCoal shares are decidedly firmer, but no business to report. ArrowRiver Gold Mining Cj.'s share* are well held in town;andIam in-formed per Telogmm from Queenstowu, that they have just changedhands at a good prein.um. Bank of New Zealand stillcommand Ll6toLIC2s 6d. Daily Times and Witness shares offered at150 onL4Opaidup. Dunedia Water Works placed at £16. Friendly Societies'Hallbuyersat 30d, ForburyPark shares ore difficult to be met with.GreyRiver Coal Shares are more saleable at the Grey thanhere stillpar or a smull premium couldbe obtained. Guardian Bbares arenowwell held for 30s. National Banks, no business to report, holdersasking 7s 6d premium. South British Insurance shares are at12 7s 6d. The Mosgiel WoollenOo.'a shares are now allotted,and a
premiumisalready placedupon them. The Walton Park Co.'slistisIam informed, well fillingup,

Mr J.B.Bbadshawreports having sold National Insurance at255; anda lot of tforbury Park at £23 each.

TO ADVERTISERS.
Advertisements intended for insertion in The Tablet, shouldreach the Publishing Office, Mills,Dick, and Co.'s, Stafford streetI).;nedin, not later than 10 a.m.,of each Friday for the town, andWednesday evening for the country edition.Subscription to The Tablet:-Single copies, 6d.; Halfvearly,bypost,12s. Gd., in advance. Remittances to be made payable to theSecretary to the *. onipany.
The Tabletis deliveredinDunedin on payment of 12s 6d perhalf-year,inadvance, to theSecretary.
Mr Macedo,Bookseller,Princes street, south,has beenappointedsn Advertising Agent for Dunedin to the Tablet.

SECULAR ANDDENOMINATIONALEDUCATION.
The secularistshave been combating the movementen-tered on by the Ohui'c"h of England Synod advocating
denominational education. The arguments used by tlie
members of the Synod are cogent where they deal with thedirect question; in fact, they give the arguments of the
Catholic Church, which may be adopted by anyone wish-ing for truth. People are made up of soul and body.Thebody must benourished—

so must the soul. The soulhas faculties,and these must be cultivated; the spirit ofjustice,and truth, and love must be cherished and nur-tured. It is to point out the best way for promoting thesoul's powers that educationists are directing their best
efforts. Wealth and industry mast be promoted;;obe-dience to law and order have tobe successfully inculcated;and, according to most people, the future happiness of
maninafuture state is the main objectof man'sexistence.Parentshave the duty of reaxing their children in such a
manner as to promote tlieir present and futurehappiness.
The goyernmenb of a country lias to look to the peace and
well-being of the members composing the community overwhich it rules. Educatioa is the word thatexpresses one

6

TV/T W. H A W X I N S,

Accountant and Oohmission Agent.
Office: Princes-et., Dunedin.

Mb.Hawkins is prepared to undertake all liuds of financialbusiness-, to negotiate Loans on freehold or leasehold properties,
repayableby instalmentsif required;tomake Advances on mercan-
tilepattoral,agricultural,or other approvedsecurities ;and to act as
Agent'for absentees,trustees,or executors.

lyT 'OORMACK & DAILEY,
B0.0 TH A X B B S,

Near Caledonian Hotel, Walkor Street.
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BOOTS MADE TO ORDER.

v— Fit and Workmanship guaranteed.

NOTICE.
Ttt'O MORE HEADACHES.— ThePanamaHat is a certain cure
■*■' for troubles in the head, brought onby profuseperspiration.
The iuperiorventilatingqualities of the Panama, and its lightness
obviates all uneasiness in the upperstorey.

C»n only be hadat V. ALMAO & COs., Princee-st., Opposite
B.nkofNew Zealand.

6Doz.,BrusselsLeather HatCases.
YEEND'S SOUTHERN' LINE OF COACHES.

T HAVING theEmpireHotel,High Bt., every Mondayat 9 o'clock"U for Tokomairiro, Ealelutha, and Tuapeka, The comfort and
"ftfety of hisPatrons will be the sole study of (heProprietor.

HENRY YEEND, Proprietor.

BISHOP KORAN'S APPROVAL.
The mannerin whuh i\c NewZealandTablet has beenhithertoconducted is deserving of approval. Ihave no doubt the futuremßnngement will be inaccordance with thepast, andthat this journal
will continue to be an excellent Catholic newspaper. Under thesecircumstances, Icon Imro no hesitation iv saying it deserves thegenerous supportof allCatholics in thisColeny. Ibeg torecommendit to their,moat earnestly.

GivenatDunedin, IstbJuly,1873.
fP. Moean,

BiehopofBuuedin.


