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HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

By the Abbé J. E. Daynas.

(Translated from the Frencl for the New ZEALAND TaBLKT.)
?1.—TESTINONY OF AUGUATES CONFMRMING THE REALITY OF
THE OENSUS RECORDED BY THE (F0SPEL.

Hzne iy the answer. OFf ol the historians of the tims of Augustus,
unguestionably the one best informed of the evenis of -his reign, ia
Angustus himself, Now some fow years ago there was discovered, an
historical summary of the reign of Augustus, drawn up by that
prince’s own hand, and cut, by his order, on the famous marbles of
Ancyra, known in our day to all the learned men of Turope. The
Roman Emperor, little anticipating how obnoxious hia testimony
would one day prove to the Sophists of the XIX. ventury, inseribed
om his marble reccrds, not * gome partial statistical operations,” but
three general enrolinents, made within the Empire, under his
direction : the firet in the year of Rome, 726., (28 yeara B, V. B
signed with the namwe of Avgustus and that of Agrippa, his colleague ;
the tlird, in the year of Rome, 767., (14 V. E.) bearing the names of
Augustus and Tiborius. T, - Evidently, neither this Inst census, nor the
fivet, has any reference to the one mentioned by St Luke; the Arst,
preceded the bivth of Jesus Christ by 28 yeavs; the last, was taken
at least 14 years subeeguent to that epoch 3 the former bore the names
of Augustus and Agrippa ; the latter those of Angustus and Tiberius,
whereas the imperial edict veferred to by St. Luke, could have borhe
only one name, that of Cosar-Augustus: Exiif edictum o Cdesare
dupusto, 2. But there was an intermnediate enrolment; the marbles
of Ancyra record itin thess siguificant termrss “ I, alone, invested with
consular power, closed the second lustrum, under the eonsulate of
O. Conserinus and O, Asinivs.” In the course of this lustrum, a capita-
1ion conens of the Ioman citizens was made ; their numbér amounfed

to four millions, two hundred and thirty thousand. 3.

‘We hiave here before us a text which is wmanifestly not the pro-
duction * of a Christian author,” neither can * the statement lsve bee .
borrowed from the Gospel of St. Luke,” for the best posgible reasort
that Augustus was dead forty years before 8t. Luke wrote his Gospel.
The suspicion of connivance 1s simply impossible. Now, the marbie
colnemn of Ancyra holds precisely the same language as 8t. Luke.
The sgreement between them is perfect. The second Iustrum, that is
to gnyy the time that elapsed from the last earolment, was closed by
Augustus under the congulate of €. Oensorions amd C. Asiniua.
Thus spenks the marble inscription, The date of this consulate
is known to us. Tt occurs in the year of Rome 746,—precisely one
year before the birth of Jesus Christ. This circumstance in itself is
decisive ; for Jesus Christ wes born in Judea, in n Province remote
from Rome, where the enroluent eould not have taken place till after
it had been completed in Italy, and the countries more immediately in
the neighbourhood of the metropolis. Nor is thie all. By a singular
exception, this general census is the only one of the threc' effected by
Augustus, which that prince has consecrated by affixing to it his nome,
without joining t0 it that of any other colleagiie; so that in reading
on the marble of Avcyra, the imperial expression s I, alone, invested
with the copsular power, closed this lwattumh,” ik is impossible to set at
naught the rigorous exactoess of 8t. Luke, whe will tell us further oo,
* In those days thero went out a deeree from' Cmsar Augustus, that
the whole world should be enrolled,” This leaves ua very far from
“some partinl statistical arrangements™ decteed by Auwgustus, and
inappropriately applied * to the province of the Herods,” on the
authority of writers who apprehended, or of * Christiun authors who
borrowed their statement from the Giospel of St, Luke” The inscrip.
tion of Ancyra has the 1igidity of marble; it does not lend itself in the
least degree to tho flexibility of the rationalistie lunguage. “ Al the
Roman citizens were enrolled by capitation™ says the Emperor, wiich
clearly rhows that all, and each one individuatly, appeared before the
imperial delegate. Tire question was net simply then “of some partial
statistical arrungements.” “Their number amounted, continuea the
marble inecription, to four million two hundred and thirty tivousand.”
Now, we know that st no time did the Roman race exceed three
hundred 1hovsand in number ; 4. the census them, in order to reach
the official figure inecribed by Augunstus, must bnve embraced the
entire range of the annexed provinces, subject or allied to the Empire,
wherever the title of Roman citizen had been granted to auny family.
Tt will be remembered that this lutter was in a speeial manmer the
o1se with regard to Judea; Antiputer the Tdumean,—futher of Herod,
—havine received, as s signal favor, this tisle, which thefolly of Cara-
ealla had not us yet extended to the entive universe.

(1.) Column v, lib. ix., eol. iii. lib, i, of the Gresk text discoversd by
Hamilton Bactch, tom, ifl, page 89. {2.) Lue, cap, i, 1
(3.) (Alteru)m consulmi cum Imperio Instrum solus  feei )
Censzorinfo eb Jo.) Asinio eos Quo Lustro cumaa saet civium
Romunorum, (capita) Quadragiens centum millin ot ducenta
triginta trin wmillia (ii column, 5, Cres. Aupust, Index rerum 2 pe

gessarum, Fd, A. W, Zumpt,. 1854, page 30.)  (4) Conquille, Tes
legistes, page ix, introd.

CATHOLIC TOLERATION,

O’NEBILL DAv®T, in o late Home Rule speech at Dublin
Catholic Toleration says: *Tiook at the Parliamentary elections. My
Rev. friend, Mr Galbraith, with his lavge heart and clear head, and
e apirit of thorough fair play, took the troubls of analyzing a number
of returns by which he showed that the Catholic ¢
great majoridies, as freely gave their votes to Protestant as to Catholie
candidates. T remember come iustances of this Oatholic spivit of
impartiality ; but a mere list of names is tiresome so F poss over.
They illustrate the good spivit thnt actuated the Catholica of Treland.
While ardently attached to their own creed, they seorn the wratehed
bigotry that would intrude sectarian distinction into the domain of
politics. Look, again, at our municipal bodies. For more than thirty
yeurs you have had a Catholic majority in the Dublin Corporation,
Have not the Cathelic members frankly chosen Protestant Loed
Mayors alternately with Cathélics P Have not the other Irish Corpora-
igns in like mammer given full fair play to their Protestant Mmembery ?

» veferring to

lectors, when in |

Tt is true that in thus actiig they had only done Hieir duty ; but it
is right to keep their conduct hefore the public mind, s it farnishes
an unmistakeable pledge of their hearty and honorable rendiness to bas
come interfused on fair and egual terms wil b their Protestant eountry+
men—aatisfied with equality befors the law—not oaly not seeking
ascendanzy bub regarding it with aversion us being incompatible with
nationel welfare {applauss]. I ask all alarmists to oontrast the cona
duot of the Irish Catholics in this important regard with that of the
Scoteh Presbytorians or the English Protestants. Why, tho Scotch
electors would no more dream of returning a Catholie to. Parliament
than a Mahometan ; indeed I believe thut of the two they would
prefer the Turk.

And out of the five hundred English members of Parliament there
ave just two Cotholics, aud I believe that one of them became & con
vert since his election. Catholics in Irsland are certainly not less tole-
rant than Oatholies elsewhere; and of the wny in which those issues
are maneged on the Continent T can read you some testi mony. Of
Hungary, Mr Gleig, o Protestant clorgyman, writes ; )

* From the Cutholics, though the dominant porty in the State,
the Protestunts receive no anmoyance. The most pezfect havmony, on
the contrary, prevails. , , . . Thespirit of tolerance is more con~
spicuous among the Romanists than among their rivals-”

And from a book entitled ' Austria,” by P. E. Tarabull, F. R. 8.,
I take the following passage :

“In the Austrian possessions at this moment, every farm of reli-
gion may be equally professed and exercised, At Vienns arent proseat
consistoria) congregations of Luthernons and Oalvinists, Fowish synago-
gues, and churches of the Oriental Greeks ; but persons of every shade

.of religious croed are admimssible to all stations of the army, law, and

oivil government indifferently.
some countries, a mere legal and not practical vight.”

Now, the fears entertained, or pretended to be entertained, in a
few quarters, that Home Rule would eventuate in sowme tremendons
mischief to Irish Protestants, are unesnctipned by the character of the
Irish Catholics, and are in fact, mere ghosts conjured up by a guiliy
politicul conseience [cheers.} ‘

At the time of the memorable Clare election in 1828 it was
0'Conuell’s policy to oppose every gofernment that did not make
Catholic emancipation a Oabinet guestion, So now, too, if a compact
and resolute band of sixty or seventy Home Bule members made a
point of opposing, upon evary guestion, every governmrent that res
fused to coucede Homo Goverument to Iveland—sf I say, sicty or
seventy of pur representatives had the firmness and Firtae to persevere
in such & policy as this—our rulers would soor begin to discover that
it wowd be u great convenienes to send sueh intractsble gentlemen
back ta College-groen [cheers.]

Neither is this, as may be the case in

. “NON ANGLI SED ANGELI FORENT.”

*T'was in the Roman Forum
Twelve lundred yeara ago,

A band-of 8axon children stood;
Set there for sale and show. -

A holy father passing, -
Inquires, Who may they be 7

They tell hiw, they are Angli,
From isles beyoud the sea!

Fhen saith the priest witl smiiing eye
“Non Augli sunt, sed Angeli.”

 Hust heard of (Fod ? hast read of Chrlst P
To one the old man said ;
The blae-eyed boy laoked wondering up, !
And slowly shook his head :
For in the iand Le came from
God's name was then nnknown,
Meu blindly worshipped images,
Grods mads of wood and stome,
8o said the priest with weeping eye
* Non Angli sunt, sed Angeli

Then straightway sailed for Englund
8t. Austin with a band
Of holy men, to preach of Christ
Throughout the Angle-lund ;
Of joy beyond the grave, ’
To teach how Jesus came on eurth
The souls of men to save: o
Then true fndeed the old man’s cry o
“ Non Angli sunt, sed Apgeli.”

Bnnt Angeli, for ever sings
Hath Iinglands proud bopst been

To spread abroad through ol the land
Clrrist’s glad BEvangeline !

Where’er the bright sun shineth,
Ier messengers ave found

With sword in hand and girded loin
Bpreading the joyful sound.

Bo true was—is—the good priest’s cry
*“ Non Angli sunt, sed Aungeli”

D. M. Corermar
Sydney, 1873.

The Pope has issued a brief, suspending the convoestion of the
Comitiwfor the election of new generals for the religious orders, and
confirming the present generals in the enjoyment of theiv benefices,

“1t has been stated,” says the * Itelie,’ * that the Pope hns myde
to the Czarine s present of two fins mogaics, from the workshops of
the Vatican. Persons who frequent the Catholic antechambars stater
that the Empress in retwrn has sent. to LIy Holiness 8 ehalice
masssive gold, quite 4 chef d'wuyre of grt” :



