
IrishChurch, oreven aidtoCatholic schools,under MrForsfer'sBill,
would everhavebeen obtained. We aresufferinga grievous wrongat
presentin this colony by the manner in which we arebeing taxedfor
educationalpurposes. Ourbishops andclergy,backedby the Tablet,
protest,bat protestinvain,againstthis injustice. Thereisnoorganised
Catholicparty to give force to their remonstrances, and tostandby
those atpresent few just and generous Protestants who advocateour
cause. The timeIsuspecthas not yetcome for the formation ofsuch
aCatholic partyhere asit would be desirable to have,but things are
visibly drifting in that direction, and the time cannot be far off when
we shall see one inactiveoperationin this colony. There are signs of
Catholiclayorganisation,unity, and zealineverypart ofChristendom,
andeven inAuckland itself. Happily it is a zealof the right sort— r
an enlightened zealor enthusiasm, tempered withchariry. The world
has oftenseenaburning or furious Catholic zeal without charity, and
its fruits havebeen thecause of much scandal and protracted injury
to Christianity and liberty. The revival ot such anevilspirit among
Catholicpeople is never likely to takeplace. They arenow wellper-
suadedthat they can only hope tobe politicallypowerfulinproportion
as theyare faithful to the duties their Church imposes upon them,and
free from guilty ambition. Why is it that despots of all kinds-
Catholic,orProtestant, or infidel

—
shew such a sensitive dread of all

Catholicassociations existing for moral or religious, educational or
charitablepurposes ? Theydread theirpoliticalpower, andnotwithout
reason. The Catholic Church, herself is a-greatpoliticalengine, and
from her very nature cannot be otherwise. The Pope, her visible
Head,bishops,priests,and lay associations, exercise apoliticalpower
in influencing the destiny of nations, such as the fleetsandarmies and
Cabinetsof temporalprinces do not and cannot posses*. The Pope
may smile at all the ironclads and improved moderninstruments of
war,inso far as they aredesigned to oppose his power. He virtually
defies them all, supportedashe is by the moral force of themillionsof
Catholicsubjects over whom,in Christ's name,he rules. The present
generationmay notpass ere they see the formidable fleets andarmies
ofEngland andFrance made indirectlysubservient to thepowerof the
Catholic Church, and the interests of theparty.

Auckland. J. WOOD.
FIRE INDUNEDIN.

At about twoo'clockon}Thursdaymorning, a fire brokeout inGeorge
street, which destroyed the block of wooden buildings in which it
originated,namely, the premisesoccupied byMessrs Schmidt,Durie,
Jolly, Chiaroni, Wilson andMorrison,andG. I.Merrie. The amount
of insurance on theblock was,webelieve,about £1500, whichmustbe
greatly below thevalue of thepropertydestroyed. The buildingson
the opposite side of the street,and the Royal George Hotel had a
very narrow escape;at one time, we hear, the European Hotel was
actually on fire,but ahose belongingto thepremisessoonextinguished
the fire and kept the premisessafe. Some of the shops adjoining
the Hotelhad the windows broken. There seems to have been- a
delay of tenminutes in ringing the fire-bell, and the firemen were not
at allprompt in attending. Fortunately,however,the fire was cou-
fined to the one block of woodenbuildings. A curious circumstance
is thata littleshop occupied by Mr Jolly, junr., around which the
flames raged fiercely, wasuntouched by the fire.

MR. FOX ON MORMON MORALITY.
MoBKONiSM, remarks a Northern paper,has been preached in the
House this session. We find Mr Fox, in 'Hansard,' approvingly
quoting from Dr Leesthe following words

— "Evenindistant Utah,as
1saw, thepoor ignorant Mormons,once the pariahs of Britain, born
toconditions worse thaa their masters' horses, had, by means of tbe
safeguard ofprohibition, founded » coluny and a city,conquered the
obstaclesofnature,made the wilderness blossom like the rose, and
createda stateof society which, for wealth,comfort, and morality, the
absence of lunacy and pauperism,corruption and crime, shames the
proudest capitals and cathedral cities of so-called Christendom,
demonstrating that a true principle andlaw will effectmore to further
the genuine civilization of mankind, that all themoral andmaterial
appliancesof Church andState vhen underlaid by the sensualieing
machinery ofthe liquor traffic." This is the first time any public man
inany partof theBitish dominionshas heldup for imitationMormon
morality.

NOMINATED FREE PASSAGES TO NEW
ZEALAND.

('Mount Ida Chronicle.')
Itis anoteworthy feature of the Order inCouncil referredtoabove
that any Colonistcanbring out any person who is willing tocome

—
wepresumeahealthy adult

—
free of cost, by simply nominating him

or her at the Government
'
offices in New Zealand. This is a capital

feature in theprogramme, for nothing.*canso conduce to thecontent-
ment ofColonists as having near thenfriends with whom they have
beenearliur in life associated.

THE IMMIGRATIONBREAK-DOWN.
The 'NorthOtagolTimes'says:

— "Railwayswithouttraffic, acresminus
homes, wealthunequally distributed,taxationrenderedheavy owing to
an insufficiency of taxpayers

—
this is the inevitable prospectheld out

to the colonists should populationcease to flow to our shores. This
is theprice we will pay for that party government which fills the
ImmigrationDepartment with politicalnominees,whose sole qualifica-
tion for thebillet consists in their ability to receive the wages of cor-
ruption. The recent disgracefulreceptionofimmigrants at Auckland,
and the melancholy fact thatboth Canterbury and Otago are sending
home agents of theirown,are twodamningproofsofthe incompetency
of both the London and Colonial Immigration Departments. We
shouldnot cast immigrants onour shores as it they were somuch rub-
bish. By advice, and by paternal anticipation ofthe new comers'
wants, wemust prove to thenewly-arrivedcolonist that he or she has
not beenpersuadedto emigrate by false pretences. Nay, we would
evenBuggest that a Court should be established for the purpose of
dealing solely with complaints preferred by immigrants against the
Government, andby the G-overnment against the immigrants."

MR VOGEL'S INTENTION.
('Wakatip Mail.')

Ouitcontemporary, the " G-uardian,' has clearly pointed thefinger at
that which we hinted last week— viz., thecause of recent changes in
the Cabinet. It boldly indicates Mir Vogel's assumption ofthe office
of Minister for Irrmigrationas a stepping.stoneto the Agency-Gene-
ralship. We had no doubt of Mr'Vogel'agreat desire to re-visit
Europe asPremier. We havemore than once said so, and what we
now say is, that M> "Vogel is entitled to the position and the honor,
be whatit may. We would like to add that we consider all these
things should be clearly doneabove-board, and without concealment
of intentions.

THE PERMISSIVE MEASURE.
The *Tuapeka Times

'
has

"doubts as to the workableness of this
measure. Itwould, we fear, subject the community to repeateddis-
turbances which might not be advantageous toitas a whole." Thera
wouldbe ceaselesscanvassing on the sides of advocates of the law and
thepublican, which would lead to

"
a kind ofinsidious bribery and

corruption." It is of opinion that
" decisive measures ought to be

taken withsly groggeries."
Tbe 'Nslson Examiner

'
on the same subject comes out very

dcciled. The Permissive Bill, which became law under thenameof
the LicensingBill,the

'Examiner
'

refers to asthebill <s overwhicK
MrFox and some of tbe other

'intemperate' members of theLower
House made somuch ado." The lExaminer

'
adds

— "
It has since

been describedas a bill which willbefound utterly inoperative. Host
people willbe disposedto add. So moteitbe."

A slight incidentat Munichhas made a great impression. The
Commander of the Armybai given orders that the troops;shouldnot
takepartin the Corpus Christi procession unless the King himself
werepresent. TheKing cancelled this order,and insteadgaveorders
that thesoldiers shouldgo to theprocession.

THE 'TABLET' AND 'OTAGO TIMES'— A NEW
ZEALANDCATHOLIC PARTY.

It is satisfactory to observe that the
'Otago Times' confirms the

favorable opinion whichBishopMoranhas expressedof the mannerin
which theN.Z. Tablet is conducted. The cTimes

'
seems rather sur-

prised tbat the Tablet,being professedly a religious journal, should
discuss the principles and conduct of its opponents in a spirit of
moderation and courtesy. Religion in hi9mind,andin themind of
many others in this Protestant country, seems to be inseparably
associated with ideas of intolerance, violence, and injustice—

and no
wonder. It is fortunate, therefore, that the Tablet is conducted in
such amanner as to show that the Catholic religion,at least,is not
necessarily allied to uncharitableness or rudeness, but the contrary.
One fault the

'
Times

'
thinks youhave committed, andin his eyesitis

a grievous one. You advocate the formation of a New Zealand
Catholic party. If, indeed, the Catholic party you wish to see in
existence and active operation were the unscrupulous, selfish, and
greedy association which the 'Times' supposes it would be, then
indeed you wouldbe fairly open to the censurehehas passedon you
for your advocacy of suchaparty. Buta Catholic party,if worthyof
the name,must be andwouldbe a partyof justice

—
not of selfishness.

Itwould claim nothing for Catholics which it would not readily
concede to its fellow-citizens of other.creeds. Itwouldbe well if the
Protestant, andparticularly thePresbyterianparty in this colony were
to treat their Catholic fellow-subjects on this principle. But the'OtagoTimes'knows they do not;and were they todo so,it is even
doubtfulif they would meet with his approval. Without a Catholic
party in the United Kingdom, does the 'Times' for one moment
guppoee that Catholicemancipation and thedirect abolishmentof the

Saturday, November 1, 1873.} NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Thb Bank ofNew Zealand has declared a dividend of12} per

oont per annum.
ThbprospectusoftheImperialBuilding andInrestment Suciety

i3to be found in our advertising columns. At a meeting-of the
shareholders of the Society, held at the offices of the Society,Ex-
change Chambers, Princes street, rules for the working of the Society
wereadopted,andother important business transacted. ThisSociety
is now fully embodied,andpromisestobe oneof the sure and solid, if
not ofrapidgrowth.

Itis rumoured that in theplace ofthe abolishedMayor's Court,
it is proposedto establisha Court of Petty Sessions in Dunedin, for
the disposalof criminal cases, and that it is intendedthatMrH. S.
Pish,Jun., whohas beenpermitted toretain his title ofR.M., should
beappointedChairman of thesame.

The shareholdersof the Dunedin Water Works Company, nave,
by a majority, resolved that inview of the generalrise and increasing
value of the Company's property, the sum formerly offered and
recently renewed,by theCorporation, of £15 pershare does not repre-
sent the fairvalue of the shares;and have empoweredthe directors
torefer the question ofactual price to the arbitration of arbitrators
unconnectedwith the Cityor Province, and to be mutually chosen.
The Corporationdecline toproceedto arbitration.

As willbe seen by anotice whichappears inanothercolumn, the
monthly meetingof theNationalBuilding Society for the receiptof
subscriptions,&c., willbe held at Mr C. K. Chapman's offices on
Mondayeveningnext,between6and 8 o'clock. We understand that
the directors haveappointedMrJ.B.McCulloch, the well-knownand
thoroughly competentaccountant, of this city, to act .as secretary,
and thathe willenterupon his duties in a few days; This willcon-
sequently be the last meetingof the Society whichwill be heldatMr
Chapman's office. This Society intends immediately to establish
agenciesinall the country districts, togive persons in the countryan
opportunityof becoming members.
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