
InEurope society is profoundly moved, and great changes
are impending. In Germany the insane persecution of theChurch continues,andconsequently the very foundations ofthe new Empire are being undermined. The governmentthere is industriously preparing the instruments of its owndestruction. Persecution cannot destroy the Church, but itcan weaken the State, and by a just retribution precipitatethe ruin of its authors;andthis is likely to be the casebeforelong with the German persecutors.

Thepositionof France is critical, and deeply interestingThe longsuffering, patienceandhopes,of genuineFrenchmenj
seem at length on the po'nt of being rewarded. Notwith-standing her many and disastrous revolutions, France is stilla great Catholic nation. As a chastisement revolution hasbeen permitted to run riot overher for three quartersof acentury; and an audacious and violent minority has beenpermittedto wieldher politicalpower. But the daysof trialappear to be hastening to an end, and it is probable thatbefore longa scion of her ancient race of kings will ascendthe throne of his ancestors, amidst the congratulations andjoy of a loyaland enthusiastic nation. Such an event hasbeen longprayed for and expected;holy personshave prophesiedit. The mocking, unfeeling worldhas of course waxedwitty and profane over these prophecies, but the faithfulhave hopefully looked forward to their realization ; it is notunlikely that their complete fulfilment may be seen beforevery long, inthe coronation of HenryV and"the restorationofthe Patrimony ofSt. Peter to the Holy Father.

The Italian,or rather the sub-Alpine Government,is evi-dently very uneasy; and the rvolutionary party is nowagitatiugfor theneutrality ofItaly. Theydesire anEuropean
gaurantee tLat Italy shall be as Switzerland— neutral terri-tory. Thisbetrays their sense of insecurity, and their con-viction that the end of the reign of anarchy and spoliation
is last approaching.

Spain is still in the agony of a deadly faction fight, butthe partyof Don Carlos, which is that of order, legitimacyand lehgion,is not only holding its own, but gainSig in re-sources andinfluence. Here too therevolution has been metand checked. Oa the whole the prospects of society, andgood government in Europe seem to be brightening Thesecret societies have been used as insturments to chastisenations tor their enmes;but the dayof these sectaries seemsto be fast approachingits end.
Have we nothing tosay aboutJlreland? Well, not verymuch just now. The harvest promised tobe a plentifuloneand wages of all sorts were good; but the peopleare stillflyingfrom the land m tens of thousands. Those who remainseem, however, to be prospering. Politically there is notmuch agitation;stillnothing is clearer than that the people

THE IMPROVEMENT OF MANNERS BYTHEACTION OF THE CHURCH.— Continued.
We must not,however, imagine that the conduct of the Church inher mission of improving Manners,always brought her into collisionwith force. We also see her employ indirect means, limit herdemands to whatshe could obtain, and ask for a little in order toobtain asmuch as possible. Ina capitulary of Charlemagne, givenatAix-la-Chapellein813, andconsisting of25 articles, which arenothingmore thana confirmation andresumi of the five councils held a littlebeforeinFrance, we find in an appendixof twoarticles the methodofproceedingjudicially against those who, under pretext of the rightcalled focda excite tumults onSundays,holidays,andalso on workingdays. We havealready seen Bbo*e that they had recourse to the holyrehcs to give greater authority to the oaths of peace and friendship
taken by kings towards each other— an august act, in which heavenwasinvoked to prevent the effusionof blood and to establishpeace onearth. We see in the capitulary which we have just quoted that therespect for Sundays and holidays was made use of to prepare theabolition ofthebarbarous custom whichauthorised tlie relations of amurdered man toavengehis deathin thebloodof the murderer Thedeplorable state ofEuropeansociety at that time, is vividly paintedby themeans -which the ecclesiastical power was comptlled to u«eto diminish insome degree the disasters occasioned by the prevailingviolence. Not toattack, not tomaltreatanyone,not tohave recourseto force to obtain reparation, or to gratify a desire of vengeanceappears tous to be so just,bo reasonable and natural, that we canhardly imagineany other way of acting. If, now, a law were pro-mulgated, to forbid one toattack his enemyonsuch and such a dayat such andsuch anhour, it would appear to us the height of follyandextravagance. Butit wasnot so at that timo j such prohibitionsweremade continually, not inobscurehamlets,bufc in great towns inverynumerousassemblies, wheu bishops were present in hundredsand to which nockedcounts, dukes, princes, andkin»s. This law bywhich the authority wasglad to make theprinciples of justice respect-ed,at least on certain days— principally on the feast solemnities— thislaw, which now would appear to us so strange, was, in a certain wayand for along period,one of the chief pointsof public and private lawinEurope. Itwill be understoodthatIallude to the truce of Godaprivilege of peacs very necessury at the time, as wesee it very?oftenrenewed invarious countries. Of all thatImight say on this »ointIshall contentmyselfwithselecting alew of the decisionsofcouncils atthe time. The Council of Tubuza,iv the dioceseof

'Fine, inUoussil-lon, heldby Ghufrod, ArchbishopofNarbonne,« 1041,established thetruce of God from the eveningof Friday until Monday morning Soone, during that time, could take anything by force, or revenue any
injury, or require any pledge in surety. Those who violated thisdecreewere liable tc the same legal composition as if theyhadmeriteddeath;m default of which they wereexcommunicated and banishedf.-onithe country.

The practice of the ecclesiastical regulations was considered soadvantageous, thatmany other councils were held in France durin*the same year ou the same subject. Moreover, care was takento repoat the obligation, as we see by the Council o( St. Giles ivLanguedoc, heljin 1012. and by thatofNarbonne, heldin 1015 Inspite of these repeatedefforts,they didnot obtainall the desired fruit-thw v ludicaUdby the change which we observe iv the regulationsofthe law, Thus we see, that in the year 1047 the truce of Godwas fixed for a less time than in 1041 The Council of Teluiia
inthe same diocese ofElne, held in 1047, only ordainei that it is ior-biddeu to anyone i«\ all the conUof Roussillon to attack his enemybetween thehours of noon on Sunday a..dprimeon Monday " the lawwas thenmuch less extensive thanin 1041, when, as wehave seen thetruceofGod was extended fromFriday evening to Monday mornin<*.We findin the same council a remarkable regulation, the object ofwhich was topreserve from all attack men who were going to churchorreturning from it,or who wereaccompamintr women. In105-J. thetruceof Godhad gained ground. We see itextendednot only f.-omFriday evening toMonday morning after sunrise, but over consider-able portions of theyear. Thus we see that the Couucil ofNarbouneheldby Archbishop Giufred, in 1045, after having included ia the'
truceof God the truce from Friday evemrg till Monday morning
declares it obligatory during the following peiiods:from the firstSunday ot Adreat to the Octave of theEpiphany3 from QainqageaimaSunday till the Octavo of Easterj from the Sundaypreceding Ascen-
sion till the Octave o( Pentecost;the festivaldays ofoar Lord of StPeter,of St.Lawrence, ofSt.Michael, of AllSaints, of St. Martin ofSt.Just of Pasteur, titularies of the Church of ISarbonne;and' allft.s ing days,under painof anathemaandperpetualbanishment ThesameCouncil gives some otherregulations, so beautiful that we can-
not pass over themiv silence, when we aro engaged in showing theinfluence of the Catholic Church ia improving matmers. The 9tli
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areunanimously determined onhavingHomeRule. In theProvince ofUlster several largemeetingslately passed resolu-tions infavor of this measure. At one of these,held in theCounty Cavan, not less than ten thousand men were as-sembled. It is pretty certain thatat the nextgeneralelectionone hundred out of the one hundred and five members re-turnedto the ImperialParliament, will be pledgedto support
a measure of Home Rule forIreland. Every loveroi Irelandand justice willrejoiceat all this;the old land can neverexpect full justice from an Imperial Parliament, nor canher recources ever be developedunless under the fostering
care of an IrishParliament. It seemsstrange that England,which grants Home Rule to her most insignificent Depend-encies,andhas forced responsiblegovernmentonsome of them,should persevere inendeavouring to keepher foot upon theneck of Ireland.

to more concentrated and earnest thought on political and
socialsubjects, and amore thorough sifting of them "by public
writers.

Taking for granted, however, for the sake of argument,
that deadlocks are a great calamity, will the changing the
Council from anominatedintoanelected body prevent them.
Thismay notonly be fairly doubted, l.ut it will not be goingbeyondtherange of probability to say, that the chances ofdeadlock, willbe just as great after the change as beforeit.Experience,it appears to us,establishes this.

But it strikesus there is a way out.of the difficulty, a
Way, too, recommended byexperience:couldnotboth houses
vote together as one chamber on certains questions when
agreement wouldbeotherwise impossible? TheGrandDuchy
of Hesse affordsa practical illustration of this mode of pre-venting deadlocks. In this Duchy, there are two legislative
chambers, the upper oneis composed of the princes of the
reigning family, the beads of anumber of noble houses, theRoman Catholic Bishop, the chief Protestant Superintendent,
the Chancellor of the University of Giessen, andlife members
nominatedby the GrandDuke not exceeding ten innumber.These houses, like our own,hold their deliberations apartand
pass their measures in theirrespective chambers;but on cer-

'
tain occasions, as for example, when a proposition of the
Governmenthas beenaccepted by one House andrefused by
the other and an immediate decision is urgently required,
both Houses vote together as oneHouse. Here then is aplan, which would seem a solution of the great difficulty,
the apprehension of which causes such greatalarm to ardentdemocrats. Itis worthconsideration,and weplace itbeforeour readers as a suggestion which it wouldbe wellto examine
and discuss.
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