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THE AUCELAND SUPERINTENDENCY CONTEST.
Ix the Auckland * Herald® we read that Mr Somerville a Tauranga
candidate for a seat in the Auckland Provincial Council, who spoke
remarkably well, “ deplored the education tax—-a tax that was being
oollected at the point of the bayonet, and was a disgrace to New Zea-
land. Mr Somerville alluded to the various candidates for the Superin-
tendency. Mr Lusk’s policy was that of o subtle lawyer pleading on
his own sccount. Mr Dargaville’s was parely and entirely a policy of
bombast and clap-trap. Mr J. 8. Macfarlane’ had no poiicy at all;
while Mr John Wiiliamson's policy (cheers) was one of enlightenment,
liberality, end progress. (Applause.)”

The Wellington * Independent’ says :— For the Superintendeucy
of Auckland there are ypractically only two candidates —Mr JTohn
Williaruson, M.B.R., end Mr Dargaville. It isjust possible that Mr
H. H. Lusk may venture to contest, and it is not improbable, even at
this late period, that Mr Gillies may seek re-election, but the probabili-
ties of the case ere that the conteat will rest between Mr Williamson
and Mr Dargaville; and, sccording to sll appearances, the former
gentlempn has the best ckance of slection.

The Anckland ¢ Herald * gives the following extract from a private
letter of » member of the Legislative Council to & gentleman in Auck-
land :—* Mr Willismson is going on very steadily, and bids fair for
the Buperintendency. My Macandrew, of Otago, told me he had done
more for the Province of Aucklund, and introduced more immigrants,
than all the other Superintendents together. He also added that if
Mr Willlamson were again electad, he wounld introduce 20,000 imma-
grants in the first eighteen months of ofice. Mr Gillies in his speech,
has been representing the provinee to be in a state of impecuniosity.
Mr Williamson told me he had himeelf on a previous ogcasion assumed
office under greater diffculties, and he was prepared, if olocted, to carry
on the Government.” The ¢ Otago Gruardian,’ which appenrs to have
on intimate knowledge of Anckland matters, puts Mr Williameson as
the winning men. 8o also does the Auckland correspondent of the
¢ Duily Times,” who, we think, it is that has described Mr Williameon
as having what the other candidates had not—a party,

These are the only opinions on the subject that we have observed
in-our exchanges,

SIR C. G. DUFFY ON M. THIERS.
TO THE EDITOR.
8rr~—Whatever falls in public from the lips of 8ir O, G. Duffy is
lietened to with attention and respect. Tt is with that impression that
I read his lecture on the present state of European nations, as pub-
lithed in the NEW Zranawp TaBrer. But I must confess that I was
not a little surprised and even disappeinted at some assertions of the
grave stabesman. I willingly forgive him his preference for demo-
cracy ; besides I have nothing to forgive in this matter; everyone is
free to cherish one form of government more than ancther. To an
Irishman who has seen his eountry so long robbed and murdered by
modern Pharachs, with the assistance[of a cruel, haughty, end hypocriti-
cal faction, it is dificult not to be a democrat in heart. He thinks that
democracy is the only efficacious mesns to sweep sway huge and long-
rooted iniquities. However, one should not allow his judgment to be
warped by political preference. For instance the illustrions lecturer
would make his hearers regret with him the fall of Thiers in Fhagee;
well, all the good men in France and elsewhere rejoiced at it,
It is true that Thiers led France through two or three years of peril-
ous difficulties ; but what is the firat and prime cause of perils and
difficulties to France? Revolution. The late revolution in that
country in September, 1870, was more fatal to France than the Pras.
sisn enemy. It deprived that unfortunate nation of the services of its
best men, because jealousy and despotic revolution would not hawve
them for leaders. Now let it be known M. Thiers is for revolution
practicutly and theoretically. He said limself that by inelination and
habit be i3 essentiully revolutionist, and he proved it all his lifetime
he gave lessons and exumples in making revolutions ; in his works, in
his speeches, he praised the worst men of the first grand revolution
save Robespierre and his gang. Thievs overthrew all governments
he never supported one for any length of time. Thiers helped and
guceeeded in throwing down the Xing of France, Charles X , his bene-
factor in 1830. Thiers brought about the revolution of 1848, which
sent Loujs Philippe into exile. Thiers by his determined oppaosition
prepared the dowafall of Napoleon IT1., and the expulsion of his
dynasty. At iast he having become the leader of Franee in an hour of
difficulty, he was acting most tyravically against the majority of the
assembly, siding with Glambetta, facilinting the election of Communists
for the sake of his republic or rather for the sake of a power of which
in his old age he wes most tenacious. M. Thiers belonged to that
clags of liberal politicians who, under the mask of libersy, hide
monetrous despotism. In 1830 he encoursged by his presence the
sack of the palace of the Archbishep of Paris, und wihen national
guards were marched to protect the palace, Thiers was theve, Thisrs
the little despotic deputy was there to keep away wilitaty <8 ree, and
feast his eyes on the spectucle of the destruction of chureh proporty,
That js the way Thiers attncked unprotected property and paved
the road for the wild socinlists. Thiers was an unrelenting enemy of
the Jesuits 5 they have no right, he esid in perlisment, except the
right of exclusion, That is & sample of Thiers’ love for religions
liberty. Thiers was still a great oppoment of liberty of edumoation,
apainst parents, against the Church, againe$ ali who differed from him.,
He would have ali the youth of France cast in the mould of an infdel
or nearly infidel university, to his own mould. Thiersisa Deist. Such
is Thiers, ist him be known by his acts. We do not deny the services
he has rendered to his ecountry, but they are the services af a man who,
with others, having kindled a destroying conflagration, aud being
appalled at its progress, throws on the fire some buckets of water or
directs tho fire brigade more or less skilfully to pubt out the fire.
Thiers fell. Good people were persuaded that France was saved at
least for o while. The financial world gave its verdiet; the French
ynde ¥ose immediately, Let no man who loves France ragret the fall
of Thiers.—1 am, &o., A RBADER OF THE TABLET.

EMIGRATION,
TO THE EDITOR.

S1B,—1t is & matter of surprise to many to see you recommending
the Irish people to direct their course to somo other country rather
than to geek a home in this land of our adoption.

You must have very strong ressons impelling you to such a course.
1st. You ought to know that the climate here is better than that of
Ircland; and that Irish people could seek a home no where south of
the Yine, whers they woulg bé more likely to possess good health than
in this Province of Otago. 2nd. ‘The labor market here is ever asking
for fresh hands; and in no part of the Southern Hemisphere are wages
better. To me it i3 evident, (but of courss, I will not ask you, Mr
Editor, to change views), that if men be careful and industrious, they
will be sure to bhe respected, to realize competency, and before many
years to see themselves the owners ot happy homesteads, even though
they wuy have arrived hera peuniless. There are many, who came here
without a farthing to spare just a few years since, now the owners of
broad acves, contented and independent, and in such positions, as they
could not dream of in early youtis. How did they accomplish that ? By
industry and sobriety, exercised on a truitful soil. The land ie good,
the climate is good, and in most cases—owing to the salubrity of the
climate—the general health of the community isexcellent. I admit we
have many wet and cold days, even weeks here in Otago ; yet iv ought
to be remembered that all wis not sunshine at home. The green fields
of Ireland are loved by the ILrish, and may their love of their native
land ever grow etronger; but I doubt noY, if many at home got the
opportunity of experienceing the advantages of living in this fair laud
of vurs, they would not love the less ardently. It is an excellent trait
in the character of any people to love theland of their birth, and their
forefathers, yet with all that devotion, I think it is the duty of every
colonist to love more ardently the land of his adoption. T must admit,
I do notlike to hear one word ustered to disconntenance immigration

" to this, my adopted home.

Mr Editor, you secm to feel keenly the apparent reluctance of

the pronioters of the immigration scheme to msek for Irish emigrante.
Perhaps those concerned faney they are right. It appenrs that now
the Minister of Immigration seems desirous of getting the Irish out
here. Would it not be well to help him, instead of thwarting him ?
If, as your leader of last Satnrday would imply, it is not good for the
Irish to come here, owing to the peculiar circumstances of the cass,
and the antipathy of those in power, then, I fancy, you ought to be
thankful to the Agent-Greneral for not getting them to come. You
seem at first sight to admit that it would be well they came only for
the intolerence and dislikes of those in power; and that because of
that intolerence you recommend the Irish to stay away. With great
respect, Mr Editor, for your sounder judgment, L am of opinion thab
ginee the prejudiced wish to keep the Irish owmt, they ought to make
the greater efforts to come here. No stronger proof could be offsred
to any people to induce them to come to this country than the desire
of those who dislike them to prevent their coming. If it be a fact,
then, that the Agent-Geeneral was opposed to Irish immigration, or
that the Government only want to get a few, or a preo raiz number,
intending immigrants ought to know that thia is the very place for
them. Ifit were not excellent, others would nol be making an effort
to keep it for those of their own native Jand. You say hetter for the
Irish to stay at home, I say so too, but emigrate they will, and,
therofore, I would say to them como here. No doubt for Irish
Oatholics there are many dificulties—many obstacles in the wey of
eduacating their childven, and rearing them in aceordance with Catholic
doctrines ; mary dangers to which the youth of this young community
are exposed, from which there would be an escape at home; but it
must be remembered that, if these Irish Catholics go to the United
8tates of Ameriea or ot Cauada, they and their children will have a
great deal with which to contend thers, similar to the many obstacles
with which thoze of their mee and faith have to battle here. In
Otsgo, as well as in the other provinces of the calony, there ara secular,
Godless, and sectarian schools—prineipaily here, in Otago, these sec-
tavian scliools are Presbyterian—in fact, as those professing Presby-
terianism were the fiest to come into this district, they have seized the
government snd management of the province; and they tax all other
portions of the commuuity to sapport Presbgterian schoola, Of thesg
schoola Cathplies cannot avail themselves, withour running the immi-
nent danger of having the faith of their children tampered with; and
the books in the schools are atill Presbyterian in tone and teaching,
a.d ave full of virulence against the Catholic faith, No doubt there is
a promise on the pact of the Board of Edueation to remove these
books, but they arve to be replaced by books pursy secular and God-
less, scarcely ever mentioning the name of Grod, and thut only at times
in some scraps of poetry. Then all the teachers must by Protestant,
and tor the most purt they are of the Presbyterian denomination ; and
one of their principles appears to be to enlighten their benighted
Catholic neighbours. Henca many of them fancy it a duty te jnstrucs
Catholic children in Preshyterian notions, and to show them what they
call ** the ervors of popery.” The difficulties to be met with hers, in
Otago, on account of this state of things, are discoursging to those
whose greatest treasure is their {nith. Bub fo my mind the way to
meet the diffenlty is not by leaving those at present su'fering under
the Otago system unaided, but by bringing larger numbers to uid m
bearing the double burden of educating the Presbyteviuns, for whick
the Grovernment unjustly taxes the Catholics, and to join together to
help in educating their own children in accordmuee with their prin.
ciples and the Catholi¢ doctrine. As they can have plenty of work
and pay, they can struggle to accomplish both these tasks, uutil u
more liberal spirit shall seize the Otago Government, and make them
cease doing the Catholics a gross injustice.—You' s, &c., A,

August 21, 1873.

[Our correspondent gives us the following extract frow the Lion-
don *Times’ regurding a field for emigration to New Zealand, which
has been studiously ignored by Dr Featherston :—* Imsh Emigration
Statistios—l'rom o return sent in by the General Register Olfice,
Dublin, it appears that 29,577 mules and 20,005 femules emigrated
from Ireland during the first six months of 1872, sud 35,180 males



