
Sir— Whatever falls in publicfrom the lips of Sir 0.G. Duffy is
lietened towith attention andrespect. Itis with that impressionthat
Ireadhis lecture on the presentstate of European nations, as pub-
lishedin theNew ZealajtdTablet. ButImust confess that Iwas
not a little surprisedandevendisappointedat some assertions of the
grave statesman. Iwillingly forgive him his preference for demo-
cracy;besidesIhavenothing to forgive in this matter;everyone is
free to cherishone form ofgovernment more than another. To au
Irishman whohas seen his country so long robbedaudmurdered by
modernPharaohs, with the assistance/jfacruel,haughty, andhypocriti-
calfaction,itis difficultnot tobe a democrat inheart. He thinks that
democracyis the only efficacious means tosweep away huge and long-
rooted iniquities. However, oneshouldnotallow his judgment tobe
warpedby politicalpreference. For instance the illustrious lecturer
"wouldmakehis heavers regret withHim the fall of Thiers inFiance;
well,all the good men in France and elsewhere rejoiced at it.
Itis true that Thiers led France through twoor three years of peril-
ous difficulties;but whatis the first and prime cause of perils and
difficulties to France ? Revolution. The late revolution in that
country in September,1870, wasmore fatal toFrance than the Prus-
sian enemy. Itdeprivedthatunfortunatenationof the services of its
best men, because jealousy and despotic revolution would not have
them for leaders. Now let it be known M. Thiers is for revolution
practically and theoretically. He saidhimself thatbyinclination and
habithe is essentially revolutionist, and he proved it all his lifetime
he gave lessonsand examplesinmaking revolutions;inliis works,in
his speeches,he praisedthe worst men of the first grand revolution
save Robespierreand his gang. Thiers overthrew all governments
henever supportedone for any length of time. Thiers helped and
succeeded in throwing down theKing ofFrance, Charles X,his bene-
factor in1830. Thiers brought about the revolution of 1848, whicli
sentLouis Philippe into exile. Thiers by his determined opposition
prepared the downfall of Napoleon 111., and the esptilsion of his
dynasty. Atlast he having become the leader of France inan hour of
difficulty,he was acting most tyranically against the majority of the
assembly,siding withGatnbetta,faciliating the election of Communists
for the sake of his republicor rather for the sake of a power ofwhich
inhis old age he was most tenacious. M. Thiers belonged to that
class of liberalpoliticians who, under the mask of liberty, hide
monstrous despotism. In 1830 he encouraged by his presence the
sack of the palace of tlie Archbishop of Paris, and when national
guards weremarched to protect the palace, Thiers was there, Thiers
the littledespoticdeputy was thereto keep away military «2 rce, and
feast his eyes oijt the spectacleof the destruction of church property.
That is the way Tlrierg attackedunprotected property and paved
the road for the wild socialists. Thiers was an unrelenting enemy of
the Jesuits;they have no right, he said in parliament, except the
right of exclusion. That is a sample of Thiers' love for religious
liberty. Thiers was still a great opponent of liberty of education,
against parents,against the Church, againtt all who differed from him.
He wouldhave all theyouth of France cast in ths mould of aninfidel
or nearly iufidel university, to hisownmould. Thiersis aDeist. Such
is Thiers,Ist him be knownbyhis acts. We do not deny the services
hehas renderedto his country,butthey are the services ofaman who,
with others, having kindled a destroying conflagration, and being
appalledat its progress, throws on the fire Borne buckets of water or
directs the fire brigade more or less skilfully to put out the fire.Thiers fell. Goodpeoplewerepersuaded that France was Bavpd at
least for a while. The financial world gave its verdict;tho French
funds rose immediately. JJet noman who lovesFrance regret the fall
of Thiera.

—
Iam,&c, A Rejjdeb o* thb T^biet.

EMIGRATION,
TO THE EDITOR.

Sib,— Itis amatterof surprise tomany tosee yourecommending
theIrish people to direct their course tosomeother country rather
than to seek ahome in this land of our adoption.

Youmust have verystrongreasons impelling youto sucha course,
let. Youought toknow that the climate hereis better than thatof
Ireland;and that Irish peoplecould seek a home no where southof
theline, where they wouldbe morelikely topossess goodhealth than
in this ProvinceofOtago. 2nd. The labor market here ia everasking
for freshhands;andinnopart ofthe SouthernHemisphereare wages
better. To me it is evident, (but of course,Iwill notask you,Mr
Editor,to changeviews), that ifmenbe careful and industrious, they
willbe sure to be respected,torealize competency,andbefore many
years to see themselves the ownersof happy homesteads, even though
they may havearrivedhere penniless. There are many, who camehere
withouta farthing to spare just a few years since, now the ownersof
broadacres, contented and independent,and insuch positions, as they
could not dreamofinearlyyoutu. How didtheyaccomplishthat ? By
industry and sobriety, exercised ona truitfulsoil. The landis good,
the climate is good, and in most cases

— owing to the salubrity of the
climate

—
the generalhealth ofthecommunity isexcellent. Iadmit we

have many wet andcold days,even weeksherein Otago;yetitought
to be remembered that allwasnot sunshine athome. The green fields
ofIrelandare loved by the Irish, andmay their love of their native
land ever grow stronger; butIdoubt no5, ifmany at home got the
opportunity ofexperienceing the advantagesofliving in this fair land
ofours, they wouldnot love the less ardently. Itis an excellenttrait
in the characterof any people to love theland of their birth, and their
forefathers,yet withall that devotion,Ithink itis the duty of every
colonist to lovemoreardently the landofhis adoption. Imnst admit,
Idonotlike tohearone worduttered to discountenance immigration
to this,my adoptedhome.

MrEditor,you seem to feel keenly the apparent reluctance of
the promotersof the immigration scheme to seek for Irishemigrants.
Perhaps those concerned fancy they are right. It appears that now
theMinister ofImmigration seems desirous of getting the Irishout
here. Woulditnot be well to help him, instead of thwarting him ?
If, as your leaderoflast Saturday would imply, itis not good for the
Irish tocomehere, owing to the peculiar circumstances of tke case,
and the antipathyof those in power, then, Ifancy, youought tobe
thankful to the Agent-General for not getting them to come. You
seem at firstsight to admit that it would be well they came only for
the intolerenceand dislikes of those in power; and that because of
that intolerenceyourecommend the Irish to stay away. With great
respect,MrEditor, foryour sounder judgment, Iamofopinion that
since theprejudiced wish tokeep the Irish out, they ought to make
the greater efforts to come here. No stronger proof couldbe offered
to any people to induce them tocome to this country thanthe desire
of those who dislike them to prevent their coming. If it be a fact,
then, that the Agent-General was opposed to Irish immigration,or
that the Governmentonly want to get a few, or a proratanumber,
intending immigrants ought toknow that this is the veryphwe for
them. Ifit werenot excellent,others would not be making aneffort
tokeep it for those of their own nativeland. Yousay better for the
Irish tostay at home. Isay so too, but emigrate they will, and,
therefore,Iwould say to them come here. No doubt for Irish
Catholics there are many difficulties—

many obstacles in the way of
educating their children, andrearing them in accordancewithCatholic
doctrines;many dangers to which the youthof this youngcommunity
are exposed,from which there would be an escape athome;but it
must be remembered that,if these Irish Catholic* go to theUnited
States of America or ot Canada, theyand their children will have a
great deal with which to contend there,similar to the many obstacles
with which tho3e of their lace and faith ha-ve to battlehere. In
Otsgo,a3 well as in the other provinces ofthe colony, therearesecular,
Godless, and sectarian schools

—
principally here, iv Otago, these sec»

tarian schoolsare Presbyterian— in fact, as those professingPresby-
teriaui^m were the first to come into this district, they haveseizedthe
government andmanagement of theprovince;andthey tax all other
portionsof the commuuity tosupport Presbyterianschools. Of these
schools Catholic3cannot avail themselves, without running the immi-
nent danger ofhaving the faithoftheir children tampered with; and
theboobs in the schools are still Presbyterian in toneand teaching,
a.id are full of virulence against the Catholic faith. No doubt there is
a promise on the parb of the Board of Education to remove these
books, but they are tobe replacedby books purely secular and God-
less, scarcely evermentioning thenameof God, and that only at
insome scraps ofpoetry. Then all the teachers must be Protestant,
and tor the most part they ate of thePresbyteriandenomination;and
one of their principles appears to be to enlighten their benighted
Catholic neighbours. Hence many of them fancy ita duty to instruct
Catholic childrenin Presbyteri-innotions, and to showthem what they
call

"
the errors of popery." The difficulties to be met withhern,in

Otago,on account of this state of things, aye discouragiug to those
whose greatest treasure is their iaith. But to ray mind the way to
meet the difficulty is nob by leaving those at present suifering under
the Otagosystem unaided, butby bringing larger numbers to aid m
bearing the double burdenof educating the Presbyteritius, for which
the Government unjustly toses the Catholics, and to join together to
help ineducating their own children in accordance with their prin-
ciples and the Catholic doctrine. As they can have plenty of work
and pay, they can struggle to accomplish both these tasks, until v
more liberal spiritshall seize the Otago Government, andmake them
ceasedoing the Catholics a gross injustice.

—
You*s,&c, A.

August 21, 1573.
[Our correspondentgives us the followingextract froiu the Lon-

donlTimes
'

regarding a field for emigration toNew Zealand,which
has been studiously ignored by Dr Featherston :—":

— " Irish Emigration
Statistics.— From a return sent in by the General Register Olfice,
Dublin, it appears that 29,577 males and 20,005 females emigrated
fromIreland during the first six months of 1872, and 35,150 males

SaturdayNovember 1,1873.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
THE AUCKLAND SUPERINTENDENCY CONTEST.
IntheAuckland'Herald

'
we read that Mr Somerville a Tauranga

candidate for a seat in the Auckland Provincial Council, whospoke
remarkably well,"deplored the education tax

—
a tax that was being

collected at thepointofthebayonet, and wasa disgrace toNew Zea-
land." Mr Somenrillnalluded to the variouscandidates for theSuperin-
tendence MrLusk's policy was that ofa subtle lawyer pleading on
his ownaccount. MrDargaville's wasparely and entirely a policyof
bombastandclap-trap. Mr J. S. Macfarlane had no policy atall;
whileMr John Williamson'spolicy (cheers) wasoneofenlightenment,
liberality,andprogress. (Applause.)"

TheWellington 'Independent' says:
—

For theSuperintendency
of Auckland there are.practically only two candidates —Mr JohnWilliamson,M.H.R., and MrDargaville. It is justpossible that Mr
H.H.Lusk may venture to contest,and itis not improbable, even at
this late period,that MrGillies may seek re-election,but the probabili-
ties of the case are that the contest will rest betweenMr Williamson
and Mr Dargaville;and, according to all appearances, the former
gentlemanhas thebestchance of election.

The Auckland'Herald* gives the followingextract from aprivate
letterofa member of the Legislative Council toa gentleman inAuck-
land :—":

— " Mr Williamsonis going on very steadily, and bids fair for
the Superintendency. Mr Macandrew,ofOtago, told mehehaddone
morefor theProvinceof Auckland, and introduced moreimmigrants,
thanall the other Superintendents together. He also added that if
Mr Williamson were againelected,he would introduce 20,000 immi-
grants in the first eighteen months of office. Mr Gilliesin his speech,
has been representingthe province tobe in a stateof impecuniosity.
Mr Williamson toldme he hadhimself on apreviousoccasion assumed
officeunder greaterdifficulties, andhe wasprepared,if elected, to carry
on theGovernment." The 4Otago Guardian,' which appears to have
anintimate knowledgeofAucklandmatters, puts Mr Williamson as
the winningman. So also does the Auckland correspondent of the'
Daily limes,' who, we think, itis thathas described Mr Williamson

as having whatthe other candidates hadnot— aparty.
These are the only opinionson the subject that we haveobserved

in our exchanges.

SIR C. G. DUFFY ON M. THIERS.
TO THEEDITOR.
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