
unfortunateaccident which was so suddenly fatal, acting as collectorfor the 'Guardian' newspaper. On Friday fortnight the deceasedsteppedon a Frenchnail whichpenetrated his boot and the ball ofthe foot to sucha depth that greatexertion wasrequired to withdrawit. On Fri lay week tetanus set in, and at four o'clock on Sundayafter having beeningreat agony he died. Deceased was thiity-fouryearsof age, and, by his activebusiness habitsand genialmanner, hadgained general esteem. He has left a widow and four children.
Mr J. B.Cueban's thoroughbred horse, Architect, has arrivedfrom Tasmania. Benvolio, the winner of the last Sydney Derby,and

which lately died, washalf brother to Architectby the sire side.
A gentlemanin Timaru writing toa friend in Dunedin, statesthat the Catholics ot Timaru, noticing in the Tablet the fact thatbranchesof theH.A.C.B.S.have been established in nearly all the

centresof populationin the Colony,and that other branches arepro-posedto be formed, feela grent desire to form a branch for Timaruand the surrounding district. The correspondent thinks the Society
wouidbring men together,keeping them from being careless in their
religious duties, and from being ledawayby drink, and hopessoon tosee abranch opened in Timaru.

Ata meetingof Catholics heldat ChristchurchonSunday after-noon a committeeof fifteen was appointed to manage tho Catholicschools,Barbadoes street. Amongst the committee are Count deLapasture,Messrs Loughnan (2), Sheath (2), Mask©! andPender.
Messks Jas. Stumbees &.Co.'s tender of £2800 for reclamationof landat Mussel Bay has been accepted.
Our Aucklandcorrespondent telegraphs on Wednesday evening,Business done :— South British, 44s 6d;Caledonian, £20 to £21, and£18 10s;Crown Prince, 16s;Royal Oak, 18s;Tokatea, 32s 6d to33;Union Beach, 27s 6d to 295.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
St. Joseph's cathedral.

On Sunday last His Lordjhip the Bishop ofDunedin preached atboth masses,andalso in the evening. v
The CatholicsofOainaru have presented to theirpastor, theRev

Father Donovan, a handsome horse, together with a buggy and
harness. The vehiclein questionis ofsuperiorquality,and the wholecost somewhat over £100. The presentation was madeby Mr Thos.Dunn, Presidentof theH.A.0.8.5. Many of thebrethernappeared*
in their regalia. The local paper remarks :—

" This presentation
Bhows the esteem inwhich the rev gentleman is held byhis congrega-tion,and it is the unfeigned desire of his congregation that the rev
gentlemanmay continuein the discharge ofhisimportant duties."

THE NATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY.
On Monday evening last anumerously-attendedmeeting of the mem-
bers of theNational Building Society was heldat the offi-es of Mr
C. B. Chapman. The Eules, as drawn up, were adopted, and
Directors appointed as follows:

—
Messrs O. R. Beeves, R. Ross-

botham,T. George,D.Baird,H.F.Hardy,R. Hudson,H.Marsden,A.
Rennie, and R. Smith. The first meeting for payment ofsubscriptions
wasappointed totakeplace on Monday next,20th insfc, from 6 to8
o'clock p.m., aid thereafter un the first Monday in every month.
A meeting of theDirectors washeld immediately after, when Mr A.
Rennie was appointedPresident for the first year. Some discussion
then arose as to the appointment of Secretary, when it wasresolved
to advertise for one, Mr C. H. Chapman to act as Secretary in the
meantime. Itwill be seen fromanother column that the first meeting
for receipt of subscriptions will take placeat Mr Chapman's office,
Young'sBuildings, on Monday evening,from 6 to8 o'clock.

The DunedinMayor'sCourthas been snuffed out of existence,
thelast sitting having been Weld on Mondiy last.

Public notice has been «i\-en that the Waste Lvid* B>ar<l of
Otago will not in future p-oteot the improvome its of persons squat-
ting onCrownLmJs withoutproper authority

A conrespondent to the
"

Bruco Herald' suggests that the Pro-
vincial Governmentshould offor aprize tor thebest essayon the pro-
bableeffects ofjudicious plantiag in Ota<jo. He rather pertinently
remarks:

—
What improvement would a few nice and well-disposed

plantationsmake in any part of this absolutely barren country so
monotonous andnaked;'tis time tho inhabitants sewed some leaves
together to hidoits nakedness.

A contemporahy sayß :
—

We are informed that there is every
probability of theGovernmentestablishingat an early date a system
ofstorm signals at the various ports of the Colony. There is little
doubt but that a necessity exists for some laoans being adoptedby
which the state of the windand weather may be notified on the coastline of New Zealand.

The Hob. C. J.Pharazyn has presented half of Mshonorarium
of 100 guineas, as a Legislative Councillor, to the Wellington
Athenaeum, and the other half to the Wellington Diocesan Pension
Fund.

The frequency of floods inBlenheimhas caused some of the in-
habitants of that town to resolve upon raising their houses some
heightabove the ground.

A oobbbspondent informs the'Timaru Herald' that the native
birds are being exterminated in the Waimatebush in the most ruth-
leas manner.

Fastidious, yiry.— During the discussion on the military esti-
mates,LordElelio asked whether the department could not advanta-
geously introduce Australian tinned meats. Sir Henry Storks replied
that the soldiers refused to eat them.

John Crottt,a miner,has been killed by the accidental fall of
some stone from the hanging wall of the lode in the RoyalOak cluitn,
Coromandel,whilehe was at work.

Wallace s whalingparty were so fortunate as tocapturea young
fin-back whale off the OtagoHeads a few days ago. It wasbrought to
Dunedin for exhibition. Ona subsequent day amonster whale,esti-
mated to be about 120ft in length, was observed by the Geelong four
miles off theHeads. Onrising from sounding it had tUe appearance,
of a large vessel bottom up. It is probably the mother of thecalf
lately caught, cruising aboutin search of its offspring.

Thb
'
Daily Southern Cross

'
says :—":

— "
It may not be generally

known that on theIst ofJanuary next quite a new series of postage
stamps willbe issued for use in the Colony. We hear that the p.ates
were received inWellington by the Government about a month ago
and'by one and allof those who have seen impressions, they are
acknowledged tobe themost artistic designs ofany stamps now being
used in the Australian colonies."

Intelligencereceived at Auckland from New Caledoniareports
the island tobe prosperous,and the state of tradebrisk. The copuer
minesare yielding splendidly, and the goldfields are increasing in
area.

The 'LyttcltonTimes' states that the manufacture of boots and
shoes by machinery in Christchurch continues to increase very
rapidly.

A Company is in courseof formation for the purchase of the
Moagiel Wollen Factory. The great success whichhas attended the
estalUhment of this important industry has rendered this step neces-
sary,additionalcapital being requiredto overtake the requirementsof
the business. The capitalof the Company is tobe £60.000, in 12,000
sharesof £5 each. Itis proposedto call up £3 insums of10s, extend-
ing overone year.

Saturdaylust was the first of the half holidays secured to the
youngwomen employed in the variousbusiness establishments in town
by MrBradshaw's Employment of Females Act. The streets at two
o'clock wererendered quite lively by thenumbers of young womenset
free from their weekly work,and who seemed to thoroughlyappreciate!
their new born freedom.

Another coach accident. This time it was Iveson'sDunedin and
Taiericoach, a wlieelof which, while thejeoach was heavily laden,give
way and was snuuhed topieces. Fortunatelynoneof themany passen-
gers was vuirt, but ie appears to have been pure ehauce that aerious
injury at least or loss of lifedid not occur.

At ameeting of the shareholders of the Imperial Building and
Investment Society was held in the Exchauge Chumbers, Princes
street. A large number of shares were taken up, and permanent
Directors were appointed. The memberspresent expressedgreat con-
fidence in tho suueuss of the Society, ilr W. Dalryniple, jun,'has
been appointedsecretary.

A serious andmelancholy accident occurred a few days ago, on
board the shipPeter Denny,Jnow lyingat thePort railway pier- A lad
named James M'Douald, about nineteen yearsof age, and anativeof
Glasgow, was passing a line down the hatchway, when, through not
noticingwhat was going on,abale of wool was rolled over thebulwark
on to the deck,which jammedhim against another bale, thus causing a
concussionof tUespine. He was immediately attended by Drs Wiiit-
tock (ship Surgeon) andDrysdale, whoare of opinionthathis injuries
mayprove fatal.

Great activity exists inbuilding mattersat NewPlymouth.
Latjs frostshave considerably checked early vegetationinHawke's

Bay.
The 'TaupekaTimes'isglad to able tostate thatMr Wilson Greyis

recovering, although veryslowly, fromhis sickness.
A coreespoudekt of the Press asserts that the Bank of New

Zealand in Christchurch
"

has initiated the pernicious system of
Sunday work."

The bakers of Christchurch have,been "considering their posi-
tion," andhavecome to the conclusion to fixrules andrate of wages.

We regret to have to record the death of M> John Cavalier,
formerly employed on the Dunedin

'
Evening Star/ afterwards for

someyears bookkeeperto the City Company, and,at the time of the

MR. SHAND'S TRAQUAIR APPLICATION.
MbJ. H.Harrisappearedin support of Mr James Sliand's appli-
cation to purchase 3270 acres, being part of tho Traquair Hundred.
,Mr Harris stated that by the operation of the Otago Hundreds Pro-
clamations Validations Act, 1873, which had just been passed by the
General Assembly, the landin the StuartandTraquair Hundreds was
now thrown open for application. Mr Shand's former applicationfor
this land was lodged on the previous day, and 10 per cent, on the
upsetprice was lodged. He therefore submitted that his client being
the first applicant, must, according to law, be declared the purchaser.

The Chairman pointed out that a great many applications for
landin the TraquiiirHundred had been mud* and rufused. A Valid-.ation Acthad beenpassed, and thepublic had been t;iken by surprise.
They hadnot nota copy of the Act, and they did not knowits tenor,
but it was tobe hopedit fairly considered the public, and would not
give uny single individualan advantage over others. He thought the.
Board had power, with the consent of the Superintendent, to with-
draw any lands from sale up toa certain date.

MrHarris remarked, with reference to the objections raisedby
the Chairman, that it was not for the Board to consider what was
right and propet;it was for them to act according to law. The
question to be considered was whether the Validation Act referred to
was in operation,and whether it was inoperationon the previousday.
Ifthat were the case, he contended that his client's applicationmust
take precedence above any other, and it was not for theBoard to con-
sider what was for the public interest whenit was a questionof law
that was involved.

The Chairman submitted a motion to the effect
"

that theBoard,
with the consent of the Superintendent,reserve and withdraw thist
land from sale, untilproperly advertised."

Mr Strode approvedof the intention of themotion,but was afraid
that such a decision wouldget theBoard into a difficulty. Ignorance
of thenew Act would be no excuse for the Board, and he would
hesitate before giving a vote that wouldinvolve themina lawsuit.

Mr Clark also thought that the courseproposed by themotion
wasa desirable one,but he did not believe they had the power-to
adoptit.

The motion wasput to the vote,theChairmanandMessrs Batter
worthandReid voting in favour of it and Messrs Bastings, Clar-
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