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16.—Rationamstic Cbiticish.

Thereis in theperusal alone of the Gospel such harmony.of tone,
such exquisite simplicity, combinedwith amajestic loftiness of style,
that no further demonstration is needed to bring conviction to the
mind. It is thepeculiarcharacteristicof the Wordof God to carry
withitits own light,and to'requireno justification other than itself.
Evidencehere isso obvious that itneeds no proof to demonstrate it.
Henceit is in vain for Rationalism, to tell us that theCanticleofMary
is

"one ot those conventional processes which form the essential
feature of the apocryphal Gospels." 1. Invain to seek to persuade
us that we have before our eyes

""
a worthless legend,apuerileampli-

fication." 2.-. Isit true that in the Old Testament a Godj Saviour of
the,world, was promisedia'Eden, foretold by'all the Prophets, ex-
pectedby all suceeding ages ? This fact cannot be denied unless by
annihilating history. Itis true that Jesus Christ has been adoredfor
the past two. thousand yearsas Saviour, asSon of Godineternity,as
the Sonof Mary in time? Unless by denying one's own existence,
this fact cannot be contested. Nowinorder that a singlehumanbrow
should be Dent in prostrate adorationbeforeJesus Christ (anditis by
thousands of thousands thatHis adorers are counted) the history of
Jesus Christ must needs havebeen surrounded by incontestable signs
of credibility. The morepages you pluck from' His divine history,
the more possible will you render faith in His divinity. _ The
miracle ofhaving believe! withoutproofs, would then surpass, in aa
infinite proportion, theproof of the miracles whichyou deny. Thus
you think you have said all by rejecting the "Magnificiat" as the
work of a forger; annihilatedall by ranking thenarrative of the Visi-
tation among the fallacious inventions of an apocryphal writer.
Nevertheless,by withdrawing these pages you have but multiplied
inextricable difficulties. Let us suppose then, if you will, that St.
Lukedidnot write this passage;that it is the productionof an un-
known pen, in the second century of the Christian Era. It will be
necessary for you at least todate the work, though you may not be
able, inyour hypothesis, to nameitsauthor. Letus take the second
century,but not going further bock than the year 150, for at that
epoch, Celaus, thepagan wasacquainted with the Gospel of St. Luke.
He readit then,evenas wereadit today;and if lie had suspected
the imposture ot a legendary,he would not have failed tonotify it.
Now,your apocryphal writer of the;early partof the second century
puts in the mouth of Mary, a prediction—clear, precise, positive;"

All generations,says the Virgin of Narareth, shallcallme blessed!' -
To ascertainif thisprophecy has beenrealized, youhave but to open
your eyes to-day, and behold what passes around you. The entire
world resounds with the praisesofMary; and you will have it that
an obscurelegendary should have guessed that it wouldbe so,eighteen
hundredyearsago, at a time too, wheuthe world adored the divinity
ofthe reigning Cassar,and burned incense plentifully upon all the
altars ofVenus! Itis to be too lavish of the gift of prophecy, to
att-ibute itso liberally toall theunknown powers of the Ist Age of
the Christian era. If it is so easy a thing to prophecy, why
donot the learned men of our day, who arenotapocryphal writers,
exercise the gift of prophecy? And when,by chance, aay of them
dees attempt it,howia it that it always fails to be verified? The
prophetio faculty outstrips all the efforts of science,—all the inspira-
tions of human genius. The most common-place intellect cannot
mistake it. Hereis the reason th»t men have believed, do believe,
ami evento the end of time, will believe in the Gospel. The pro-
phecies,with which it abounds,have their verification everywhere;
their control is insuch a manner within the reach of all understand-
ings, that, to establish their realitybeyond a doubt,it suffices tohear
themenunciated.

(1.) ViedeJeaus,Inttod.,pagexli. (2.)Ibid.

THE EMERALD ISLE.
Ob Ireland fboh Faibhead To Caps Clear.

(CatholicStandard.)TH«E* are few countries in the worldthatcan furnish a richer storeofmaterialsforthe historian, the philosopher,the poet, the man ofobservation,andparticularly the thoughtful Catholic, than Ireland.To prove this weneed only refer toFather Burkes Lectures. If wetake history we shallEnd that the annals of Ireland furnish facts andincidents thatteach us deep lessons on questions touching the variety
ot races, themethodsof governing, the policy of statesmen, and theevils of oppression.
a If7* ke pOetry we Bhall find thafc Inland furnishes manytheme* for themaninstinct with poetic feelings. The early periodswith their memoriesof theKings, theBards, the Warriors, the Saints,tne Scholars and the People of ancient Erin, or the Middle Aces,replete withnarrativesof the gallant, long continued resistance of a
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broads of the AngloNormans, fullof tales of stately

aDDeys, loftyand embattled castles, mountain fortressesand secludedTetreats;both theseperiods ©f history abound with the most pictur-
esflueand interestingnarratives.Coming down to more modern times we have the attempts totoree theReformation on Ireland, the Elizabethan devastations, thet-romwellian settlementand thePenalLaws. And even in our ownday* whatscenespresent themselves to theconsideration of a thought-fulman. Is there any country in the world save Ireland, that couldfurnishmorepathetic incidents to movethe greatheart of humanityWe seeinIrelandacountry that is inhabited by abright, intelligentpeople,a peoplewhose religious faith is strong, and whose domesticfeelings are deep. Yet thia people is doomed to see,establishedin"L» e

j
y 8t an<JBUPPorfced by their funds, a Church, which iheyregardednot only as false but as anti-national,not only as heretical, Ibutaaalien. Theirfaith was outraged by its doctrines, their nation-ality offended by its origin, their poverty insulted by its wealth,

tneirdomestic feelings wounded through the operations of its laws.Ana this AlienChurch wassupportedfor three long centuries, it wasimpoMdon thepeople by force,maintained by power, resisted withperseverance, and only overthrown a few years ago. During theperiod ofltsdominationit producedthe leviesof tithes, andheartlessevictions. What suffering was causedat various times by levies andevictions only Godknows. But weknow there has beenenough tofurnishmaterials for many apathetic narrative.But there areotherevents thatcan be described. The Angel of
De*thhas movedover the green fields of Erin many a time and oft.The black year ofFamine, when thelandlay as if cursed by a male-diction fromHeaven, and thepoor perishedin thousands,has not yet
been forgotten,nor yet the enormousExodus which followed it andwhich swept wholelegions ofpeople over the Atlantic, some to dieon
the voyage,some to perish amongststrangers, Borne tobe shipwreckedonbleak coasts, come to sinkinto the abysses of the ocean, butmore,
thank God, to reach the Landof Promise, and by their strong armsand willinghands tobuild up for themselves homes under the starrybanner of free America.

Butnot only does thehistorianand thepoet find amplematerialtorthe exercise of their respectiveabilitiesin the rich,storeofincidentthat Ireland affords,but also thephilosopher. The social, moral, and
economical sciences cangainmuch by astudy of Irish peculiaritiesasdeveloped under the peculiar circumstances of the country. Takepolitical economy,for instance, and wesee in Ireland how a countrycan bekeptpoor, how its resourcescanbe left undeveloped,and how
its manufactures canbe repressed. Itis a stern lesson,but one thatought tobe studied by everyIrishmanandby everyone who isanxiousfor the welfareof the human race. Irelandhasharbors,resourcasanda fertile soil, andshould be wealthy. It is not so, and the reasonsought to be known.

The thoughtful Catholicshould fool an interest in Ireland. ItsCatholicity datesfrom theCouncilofEphesusand is still active. The"
persecutions that religionhas undergone ia Ireland and the presentstate andconditionofthe faith in thafccountryare bothdeeplyinteres-
ting, andhave been brought prominently forward by the late con-
secration of the Island to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, so beautifullyillustratedby the poem of DenisFlorenceMcCarthy, published threeweeks ago in the "

Catholic Standard.' Ireland has a great part toplay in the futureof theCatholic. Church,perhaps eveu greater thanwhatitplayed in thepast.
And whatis the outcome of Irish history? Is the old race ex-

'tincfe or enfeebled? Has its nationality become a dream, and is itsfaith forgotten? Our readers know to the contrary. St. Patrick's
Day was celebratedin every clime as the combined religious andnational feast ofthe Irish people. When the faith and traditionsofIreland wereinsultedby the Zeogli judgment, the whole country w,asxnablazeof indignation,and whenanorator likeFather Burke arises,
Who can touch the bidden founts of feeling, itis plainly seen by all
that the old race »ti!l lives,and that the great Celtic heart stillbeats
responsive toeloquent words, as its hornofold answered to tho skil-fulhandofthe bard.

For thesereasons wepropose, in thisand the following sketches,
togiveaccountsof the historical incidents, famous personages, cele-brated places, scenery and legends of Ireland, together with, thecharacteristicof its people.

The People andihsir Antiquity.
.An Islandso beautiful must havebeen early inhabited,but by

whatraceofmen, andin what stage ofcivilizationarequestionsofthe
deepest interest and of no less obscurity. That it was before theChristian era seemsadmitted by all the learnedmen. The traditions,
annals, genealogies,and legends of Irelandgive details ofmany events,
■which reachback to the most remotedate known tocolonization,viz:Noah'sFlood! But,however absurd thismay appear to a sneering
critic there must be some truth underlying all these details. Two
things are certain as regards Irish History

—
and thefirst is thatIre-land wasvery earlypeopled,as early,ifnotearlier, thanGreatBritain,

and that itpossessedinhabitants thathad obtained greatproficiencyitt someofthe arts of civilization. This is manifest by two facts:its
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earlyarchitectureandits 'primitive religion. InIrelandthere canbe
shownancientremains which,inpoint ofstrengthof vustness, arenot
tobe excelledby those of any other country, save probably those of
China. The Cyclopean remains of the fortresses of Aileach, CahirConree,Dun Aengus,at once impress the mind withawe andvesera-
tion. The beholder will be skepticalindeed when he is told thatbar-*bariansor savagesraised these mighty piles. Aileach, once the royal
fortress and oft the royal seat of Ulster, the Acropolis of Deny,
Columbkille (Londonderry), is on the top of a mountain eight
hundred feet above the sea level:Cahir Conree is' situated on the
top ofa hill in one of the most mountainous parts of Kerry, and
Dun Aengus overhangs the Atlantic, abovewhichit isperchedon the
top of one of the moat precipitous cliffs of Arran. The stone*
composing these structures, albeit not hewn or polished with the
laborshown in the monuments of Borne or Egypt, fromtheir vast
masses, must haverequired,on the part of thuse who quarriedthem
andraised them to their presentpositionsin thesemountain citadels,a
knowledgeofmechanics unsurpassedby themostlearned engineers or
buildersof thepresent day.

In Aileach there are gateways, doorways, ramparts andgalleries
passing through the middle of its mighty walls. Under ite shadow
musthave risen oneof the ancientcitiesof Ireland,one ofthe Regia*,
perhaps,ofPtolemy. There arescoresofgiganticearthworks through-
out the island, some of them capable of holding small armies, and
constructed witha skill unexcelled by anything of thekind,whether
ancientormodern. Leaving the military monuments of our pagan
forefathers, we come to the funereal, and we find that thepyramids of
New Grangeare only excelledinsice by thepyramidsofEgypt. v

As regards its early religien, we find thatin Irelandthere are
traces of sun worship, of sacrifices, of every early tradition.
And these two fusts, mysterious and ancient buildings and early
religions traditions,prove the early settlement of the land whichwas
anciently known as Ogygia, or laisfail, or Eire, or as the"IsleofMists," and morerecently as Ireland.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
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