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nobilefratrum. The self-complacency of the 'OtagoDoily Times 'is
amusing ina sadsort of way.

The 'Lyttelton Times' then quotes from thb 'Daily Times,' anJ
continues :—":

— "Here wehave the admission of, and lament for, Auck-
land's defection. The combination which w:is so powerful in the
oession of 1872 lins been, as already remarked, completely dissolved,
and Otagomust accept for its University the position of an affiliated
college. Insteadof talking so very largely) about what the Province
has 'to give inanyproject for union,' and what it ought toreceive,
the'OtagoDaily Times' wouldhave acted far more judiciously in tho
interests of higher education if it had frankly acknowledged the
positionin which the question has been placed by the goodsenseand
intelligence of theColony." Referring to the curriculum, the

'
Lyt-

telton Times' says :—":
— "Itis not probablethat the Council of theNew

ZealandUniversity willalter its regulations to suit the ideas which,if
the

'
OtfigoDa'ly Times' is to be taken as an index, prevail'in that

Province,nor is there any reason why it should. The regulations,
bofhas regards scholarshipsanddegrees, havebeen framed, so far as
wecansee,with theview of promoting tho highest pos-ible culture in
the widest sense of that term."

THE HAUHAUS AND THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC.
IWAS recently informed by a gentleman in tlie Wiikato that one
strong reason why thekingnatives, or the more respectableportion of
them, are so aversetoEuropean intercourse is their dread of liquor
and its fatalfruits. How far this may be the caseIr\nnot tell. The
gentlemanIallude to ishimself aresidentin tholicgcountry,andallied
to thenatives by blood. Whether my informant be correct or not,
thisIdoknow of my own personalknowledge, that a petitionagainst
the issue of aliquor license wassent uj» to the Licensing Magistrate?,
atHamilton, from theresidents ofa certain Waikato village,and the
majority of thepetitioners wereMaoris, most of them H-iuhaus,Ibe-
lieve. Isigned the petition myself. This occurred very recently.
One ofthe grounds upon which the petitioners objected to the license
in such a locality, was that the commonsale of liquor in such aneigh-
bourhood wassure tc demoralize the natives and lead to scenes of
disorder, andprobably bloodshed amonu thfm, andEuropeansalso,as
it had done ineveryother place where itwas introduced. The native
clergyman exerted allhis influence with the people andauthoritiesto
prevent the dreaded issue of the license,andso did theEnglish clergy-
manof the district. Thelicense was refused. There are,of course,
counter-influences at work, anditis much to be feared the license will
yet be granted,let the consequences be what they may. Sir,I
but think that apetition ofthis kind, having been signed t>y so^many
natives,upwardsof 30 m number, reflects great credit on thenative
race, more especially when we consider that, like his whilebrother,
the Maoriloveshis glass well. We know to our cost that the uatire
has nosmall share ofphysical courage;and wesee by his signingsuch
a petitionas this that he possesses nota little moral courage too, ora
spiritof mortification and self-denial, which is the highest kind of
moral courage. Imaybe told that the natives did not attach their
names to this petition as free agents, but that they acted under
pressure

—
under

"
undueinfluence

"
oftheir clergyman and others in

doing so. Itis easy tosay,or insinuate, that such was the case;but
for my part,untilitbe provedIwillnotbelieve it.

J. W.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.
St.Patrick's cathedral.

At the xnornirg ser\i.:e »t t-t Patrick's Roman Catholic ChurchFatherDilworthpreached auio-t interesting sermon, and at its con-clusion announced 'hat ameeting wouldbe held at 3 o'clock to con-sider the questionof the etvetionof the Cathedral. The meeting was
most numerously attended, a number of the ladies having to be
accommodated in the gallery. Dr.Croke stated that he hadalreadyinhandover £1700, buthe beHeved that it would take at least £6000
tobuild the edifice he would like to see erected in this city. The
Church would be content tostart the work on receipt of £4000, leav-
ing it to the Catholic body andothers to join in the good cause;and
as he had already giveu £200, which he contemplatedsupplementingit (annually till it wasbuilt) with anadditional £100, he hadreason tobelieve that the necessary £2000 would, when required, be forth-
coming. He waspleasedtobe in the position to state that various
sums of money hadbeen subscribedby partiesnot connected with hisflock, andit was truly a sourceof pleasure tohim to express thehope
that the good work,evenif he were numbered witli the dead, those
who contributed, or their descendants, might view theiraction in the
present,and think in their last moments that they had-,however small,
evincedtheir desire to add to the cost of the erection of n templededicated to their God. A collectionwas then made, when £265 was
receivedt

— 'Weskly News.'
A TOTJCHIITGCEREMONY.

AtSt. Patrick's Cathedral, on Wednesday, a very interestingceremony took place. Shortly after 11o'clock the childrenattendingthe various Catholicschools, to the number of 400, assembled in thebody ofthe Cathedralto "
renew their baptismal vows." The Litany

was first sung by the children, after which the promises madein
baptism were renewedby all present, the prescribedform being clearlyand most intelligently read by Miss Staunton. Ria Lordship theRiffhtReverendDr. Croke then addressed the children;pointing outto them thenecessity oftheir resolving tobe good, and the method tobe adoptedby them in order to secure the carrying outof their reso-lution,viz., to say their prayers properly andregularly, to bepunctual
andattentiveat school, tobe obedient, respectful and loving to their
parents, to attend to their religious duties, and toavoidbadcompany.
The simple language and earnest mannerofhis Lordship were calcu-
lated to make a lasting impression on the minds of His youthful
hearers. Ahymn closed this mostpleasing aud edifying spectacle.

THE ATALANTE.
Admiral Roussain, accompanied by hi9aide-de-camp and theCommander ofthe French frigate Atalante, paid an official visit on

Tuesday to the Right Rev. Dr. Croke, Ronmn Catholic Bishop of
Auckland. The party wereconducted by Mr l).B.Cruickshank, vice-consul of France. After a cordial reception at the Bishop's palace,theparty inspected theConventand Nunnery schools. His Lordshipreturned the visit yesterday, accompanied by the Rev. FathersMcDonald,Dilworth, O'Dwyer,andHoran. They we-e conveyedon
board in the Admiral's gig. The fine ship -was inspected, and theparty wtre well received onboard. A salute of seven guns was firedwhen the Bishop leftthe ship. The chaplainofthe Atalantehas alsovisited the Bishopandschools.

A STEALINGEXAMPLE.
The Catholics ofGrahamstown are making strongefforts to pro-cure for their children a Christian education. At a meeting

adjourned from the previous Tuesday— which they held onMondaylast in the local church, educational matters -were discussed. Itwasdecided to withdraw the Roman Catholic children from the commonschools, mid to establish conventual schools. Over £300 was sub-scribed at once for thepurpose of building a school, and a Committee-was appointed to collect, further subscriptions. Bishop Crokepresided.

JUDGE GRESSON ON THE LABORING CLASSES.
The following is the full text of Mr Justice Gresson in reference to
the abovesubject,made in the courseof his address to theCanterbury
GrandJury:

—
Itis ueplorable that so many frauds shouldhave been committed

at such a time, when there is such a scarcity ot labor that all who
are willing tindable to work may find employment at highly remune-
rative wages lampersuaded that so long as the present demand for
lubor continues (andIhaveno reason to doubt, its continuance,) an
agricultural laborer of sober and proxidenthabits may,in a few year?,
become a small farmer

—
the owner of a freehold acquired by his own

savings, witli moreof independenceand of the comforts of life abouthim, andgreater lacility for educating hi>. family, than ne couU have
acquired iv any part oi theUnited K.iigdomby a long life of unremit-
ting toil and privation. Imust admit that there is another side of the
picture ioo often witnessed in this Colouy, lor winch however tlie
individuulhim»elf andnot the Colony is responsible. It very often
happens tliat the laborer and mechanic, finding thab they can earn
here much more than enough to support their daily wants, either
work only half time or spend their earnings in the public house, thus
misting theirsubstance, injuring tlieir health,and leaving their families
ina much worse position than if they were leceiving the .vhole of
tlieir earnings at lower wages. Ithink that the forgeries and embez-
zlements "vhichhave become frequent in this and other districts, fire
mainly attributable to this spirit of self-indulgence and extravagance
which are causedby the abuse of high wages. Not that"Idesire to?ee
the.standard reduced below the highest rate tliat farmers and other
erop'oyerscan afford to pay. What Idoearnestly desire,iv common
with those wlio haveat heart the bestinterests of the Colony, aud of
the working-men, whoso interests are identified with it, is, that they
wouldavail themselves of the opportunities which vhis country uu-
doubtedly affords, of ,-ealizing an independence by steady industry
aud frugality, and of educating tlieir children in such amanner na to
fit them for thehonorable position to which they may reasonably hope
to attainin this most promising Colony.

As aproofofthe thirstof the Irish foi knowledge,and the diffi-
culties which are overcome by perseverance, Anderson in his
sketches oftheIrishsays,

"
Clii.dren have been kuown toacquire the

first elements of reading, writing,andarithmetic, without a book,with-
out apen, withouta slate! Andindeed theplaceof meeting was none
other thana graveyard. The long flat stones, with their inscriptions,
were used instead of books, while a bit of chalk, and the gravestones
together, served for all the rest." This also was a meansofYouag
Pat acquiring aknowledge of the deadlanguages.

THE OTAGO UNIVERSITY.
(Abridged fiom the 'Lyttelton Times.')Those who h ive<aken;and— fortunati-iy for the Colony- still take an

active interest in the promotionof higher education,must havelearnedwith satisfaction that theso-called University of Otago will inall proba-bility take itsproperstatus asoneof theProvincialaffiliatedcolleges "Onthe onehand, ' says the <Daily Times,' " wehavetheUniversity of NewZealand deliberately dof\ing tlielaw which caveitbirth,and conti aven-
m<j ,ilmo«t ."very regulation of the Act which created it;on the otherthe On«o University, without the status it deserves, workin* in un-obtrusive quiet, and denied th* few privileges which it requires for itsproper eflicienry. Itwouldhave been well, in making such a com-prehensively sweeping assertion about the University of New Zealandto back that assertion iip by a clpar statement of facts In whit
respect is the University of Kew Zealand deliberatelydefying the law"which gave it birth, andconti«aveni:ij< almost every regulation of theAct which created it? We are under the impression, and till ampleproof to the contrary is adduced must remain so, that the Universityof fccw Zealand has from the first conducted its affairs instrict accor-dance withboth the letter and the spiritof the Act by which it wasconstituted When the

"
Otago Dui'y Times' supports its charge byevidence, the justice of the former canbe measured hy the value ofthe latter In the meantime, the Unive.sity of New Zealand is en-titled to claim complete acquittal. Evea the people of Otago wiUreturn averdict of"not provtn."

What, iv the estimationof the 'Daily Times/ is the status whichtheUniversity of 9tago deserves? This University 13 now in thetlnrd yearot its existence and weareentitled to inquire what has itdone? Ihe 'Otago Daily TiM.es* tells us that it has been andisworkingm<unobhusive quiot." This, we take it, is a close approxi-mation to the truth We have not heard, for instance, that anystudent of the OtagoUniversity has distinguished himself in the ex-animations for University scholarships. On the contrary, the classhat ofthe last examination wjlshow that Canterbury and Nelson—thoughnot obtruding theireducational establishments on the noticeofthe Colony-carry awayall thehonors. Otago is not quite at theottomof the list, for a lower depthstill is found in Auckland— Par
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