
their warehouses,andput themonboard the inter-provinoialsteamers,
at thesame trouble andexpense asthey presentlyincurin sending themto the railway station, theirenterprisewouldb^much better rewarded.A gentlemaninWellington telegraphß toils that nearly all theIrish immigrants by theDouglashadbeen nominatedby their friends.TubLondon correspondentof the " Age

'
writes:

— "It is confi-dently stated here by persons likely to be well informed that SirCharles Gavan Duffy will finally leave Viotoria in April next. Hewill at that time have completed his sixtieth year,and will be ableto leave the Colony without the necessity of returning within twoyears. Should the generalelection for the House" of Commons takeplucebefore the arrivalof SirCharles inEngland, he will in allproba-bility be nominated in his absence for someIrishconstituency." Itappears, says the Melbourne
" Advooate,' from a statementSir Gavanhimselfmade in theHouse, that the rumour is rot incorrect.MbEradshaw'sAct "
toprovidefor employment of females inworkrooms and factories," is now in operation. The Act, we learnfrom asummary of itin the " Daily Times,' deals withthe employment

of allwomenand female children at
"allkinds of manual work andlabor in thepreparing or manufacturing articles for trade or sale, notbeingcontract or piece-work." It prohibits the employment of any

female between thehours of 6 p.m., and9 a.m.,pr for more thaneight
hours inone day;so that females employed between9 a.m. and 6p.m.,must get onehour during that period to themselves. The Act
also orders that every female shallhave holiday after 2p.m. on Satur-day,as well as the whole of Sunday and all daya set apart as publicholidays, without thereby incurring any loss of wages. Every place
in which females are employed must be properly ventilated.Employers guilty of contravening the Act are liabletoa maximum"
penalty of £50 for each offence, the penalty being recoverablebefore
twoJustices ina sntnmary way "

by any person who may sue for thesame." Although, however, any oue may put the law,in, motion,provision is madefor the inspection of work-rooms during workinghours. Such inspection may be made by anyperson who obtains thenecessaryauthority in writing from the Resident Magistrate." Wehope this Act willhave a salutary effect upon those employers whokeepgirls at work until Sunday morning, instead of letting them awayat a reasonable hour on Saturday evening, and that if this practicecontinues, steps willbe taken toBee the law enforced.
The Bright Smile Company, during the last half-year, declareddividends to the amount of £5,775.
The establishmentof a Chamber of Commerceat Napieris urgedby the 'Hawke'sBayHerald.'

#
Axameetingof theProvisionalDirectorsof theNationalBuildingSociety,held at the office of Mr C. R. Chapman, a prospectus was

approvedof, the rateof interest to be charged onloans was fixed, andaBub-committeeappointed to revise the rules. The roll of directors,andparticularswithregard to the Society, willbe foundin our adver-
tising columns.

TttE Lyellcorrespondentof the
'Grey River Argus

'
says he would

"not be in the slightest degree a»tonished _to hear of a new and
extensivegold field being discovered in the unkuown ranges lying
between theBuller and Mokihinui rivers. A party of miners have
applied to the Survey Department for all the inlormationthat can be
gathered regarding the nature and lay of the country, with the fullintentionof making good use of it this summer."

P^OPiE, remarks the Auckland correspondent of the " DailyTimes,' aremuch disgusted at the great increase of pay to Ministers,
and contrast them, their glory, their travelling expenses, and
theirprivatesecretaries, with themiserable, almost parsimoniousman-
ner in which they are oblige to conduct thetr own Provincial affairs
andProvincialInstitutions.

We readin the 'LytteltonTimes
'

that the Rev.Father Ecuyer
is taking steps for the formation of a school committee; that he
intimated tohis congregation that of courseCatholics wouldnow have
to dep«nd on themselves for.the support of their school, and urged
upon themthe necessity of their being united, so that their school
might be efficiently maintained."

Notions
"

in the Grey River 'Argus' pays tribute of homage
to the powers of theHomeRule vote. Referring tothe Maori.M.H.R's.,
heeays;

— "
Like the Irish members in the House of Commons, the

Maoris are sometimes masters ofthe situations."
A Noteworthy Statement.

—
The Melbourne telegrams to the

newspapers, say: "It is considered that the Education Act has
brokendown." Somuch for that perfect system.

A miner makes this suggestion through the columns ofthe'Ross
Guardian':

—
If the Banks have combined between themselves toreduce the price of gold, thejeby taking a mean advantage -of theminers, why shouldnot theminer* combine and bind themselves tosell their gold at a fair price,say of £3 17s per ounce?

At Macetown, according to the 'Arrow Observer,' a case of
attempt at roobery of a tailrace occurred on Sunday, 21st ult., thethief being a Chinamanof the name of Hong Hai, and the victimsbeing Messrs Jenkins and party. A great amount of uneasiness has
existedamongst the miners for a long time, therebeing grave reasonsfor believing that a systematic plan of robbing the claims and tail-races wasbeing carried on.-

Ltr the debate on the Provincial Loans Bill, Me Hunter, themember for Wellington city, remarked incidental that he hadobtained information withreference to the amount of deposits in thebanks throughout the Colony. There was in all £3.893,000. Morathan two millions outof this sum wasnot bearing interestat all " the
rest bore interest at threeper cent. There would havebeenuo'diffi-oulty in raising the Provincialloansat or below six per cent.

As illustrating the losses by floods incurred by residentsinWeat-porj;, it is said that only one, amongthe hundreds inbusiness since itssettlement by Europeans,continuesin the premises originally erectedIT will be recollectedthat inDecemberlast it wasreported thatastorekeepernamed James Hayeß, who bought gold for the banksreportedthat he had been robbed of 3560z of gold and sundrymoneys,while journeying from Ahaura to Greymonth. The offer ofa reward of £500 didnot leadto
'

discovery of any trace of the

"HarpersWeekly' says:— "Physicians affirm that extraordinarynervous disorders are appearing amohg the children of tl.e presentgeneration. Sleeplessness is not an uncommon malady in childrennow-a-days. It is believed that the excessive brain wori. in closeschoolrooms, which is now demandedofchildren,is producing themostpernicious results.
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robbers; and lecent occurrences led the parties interested to doubtwhether a robbery,as reported by .Hayes, ever took place. Hayeshaung beenbrought back from Melbourneona charge of attemptingto defraud his creditors, is now charged with.larceny of £1500 en-trusted to him by theBank of New South WalesinGreymouth

'
Messes Kinoaid,MoQtteen; & Co, of the Vulcan FoundryDunedin,have just completed thehullof a steamer for Messrs Camp-bell& Richardsonof Napier. The steamer is built of iron, and issixty-five feet in length, thirteenfeetbeam,and depthof hold six feet,and will be furnished withhigh-pressure engines of twenty-fivehorse-power nominal. The highest water-line is three feet, though it willprobably, whenladen, draw about four feet astern. Itwill be ofaboutthirty-five tons register, and, whencompleted, will cost about £2600.It will be under the command of Mr Campbell,one of the ownersand is destinedfor thePovertyBay andNapier trade. The hull wasbuilt at the foundry,and taken ona carriage to the water, the transitbeingmuch delayed by the badly formed streets.Messrs Sims &Brownof Auckland have lately laid down thekoelot a new screw steamer tobe built by them for a firm atNapierHerdimensionswill be 56ffc keel, beam lift6in,depth of hold sft.She is intended for towmg purposes inNapier harbor,is to be stronglybuilt, and tohave engines of greatpower.

°
The follqwing eccentrio advertisement appeared recently in the'South Canterbury Times':— « Invitation.— Ifthe person orpersonswho some time ago took from the Ship Hctfl,Timaru, an old' chiaatea-cup will cill at the hocel, he canreceive the saucers to match, andtake tea,bread,butter,andshrimps with the owner."" ;A tremendous hailstormoccurred on the 25th ult.,on theplainsto tTie westward of Buraham,Canterbury. The hailstoneslay on theground to the depth of fire inches.
The six new shipsnow building for Messrs P.Henderson andCo.of Glasgow, for the NewZealandtrade, are to be uained respectively'Wellington, Canterbury, Auckland,Nelson,Dunedin,and fnvercargijj!
TheProvincial Council,at iils lastsession,empoweredtheGovern-ment "to obtain, as soon as possible, the services of a competentgeologist," for thepurposeof completing the geological survey of theProvince,begun by Dr Hector. Captain Hutton,F.G.S., for manyyearsconnected with the Colonial Geological Department,has beeaappointedto the situation.
MrSewjbel, whois said to havea "craze," since he retired fromtheFox Ministry,of examining the fin incial positieuof the country,recently stated in the UpperHouse that the colony owes £10,396,736,and that wehave authorised works and incurred liabilitiesthatbv'msthedebt up to £16,446,791. s
At the last Patea land sale the prices ranged between £5 to £7per acre. Competitionwas most spiritedand rapid. Three times thequantity of hftid could have been sold if offered. PatrickBurke, aWest Coast miner,bought a large quantity of land,and placedhisd'ipontof £800 cash on the table.
We are' glad to see that the unjust Education Bill has beenthrownout by the LegislativeCouncil. That bodyhaving the courage

to_resist the endeavor to tax "the poor for the education of the rich,
rejected the clauses providing for modelschools. Tlxe Council,itmaybementioned, approved of the cumulativeprinciple, thereby giving
minorities a chance of representation. The unrepresented of theColony, and those in favor ofdenominational education havereasontobe deeply grateful to the Hon. Dr. Grace, and the Hons. MajorRichardson, CaptainFraser, Col. Brett, and theother gentlemen whoraised their voices in defence of right andjustice.

The
'

BruceHerald's
'
Irish news by themail consists ofa fright-

fulmurder by a lunatie'unda'horrible murder by a publican.
°

Some ten days ago,says theQueenstown paper, a stalwart son ofVulmn ina neighboring town b;ido firewell to single blessedness,and,to celebrate thehappy event, a number of his townsmenadoptedtheorthodox fashion of " tin-kettling "
and other boisterous tokens ofshowing their friendly feelings. The worthy Benedictbecame wroth,andmade a descent upon his tormentors,more than oae of whom he'ratherseverely handled. One gentleman got the worst ofit, andap-pealed to the law to vindicate his injured feelings. The result wasthat each and all

—
inclu ling the groomsman

—
were served withsummonses. Onsecond thoughts the offended bridegroom declinedto prosecute, and the charges were dismissedj he himself was fined25s for assault. Themoral ofall this is, that " tin-kettling" shouldbe kept within bounds, and that those who receive the "honor"'should preservetheir temper*, and meet the evil half-way.

A fatalaccident occurred in thebay on the Ist inst., by whichaman name1 Peter Wilson, able seaman on board the shipPeterDenny, wasdrowned. It appears the deceased and another man,named Andrew Maconochie,went on board the ketch Fanny, lyin»offCarey's Bay, about two o'clock in the morning. Betweo-.i five and
'

six o'clock the deceased went up on deck, and the> other manhearinga splash proceededon fleck,but could not see anything of deceased"The body wasafterwards recovered.
The last Northern Escort which arrived in town, brought the

followingquantitiesof gold:—Queenstown, 1774.3Z3 ldwt;Arrowtown81-Boz318 Iwts;Cardrons, 5030zs18 lwts j Cromwell,30380z5, 3dwts;Clyde, 2500z5; Alexandra, U2Bozs;Teviot,"7430za lOdwtj;
-Blacks'75Cozs; Dunstan Creek, 600ozs;Mount Ida, 1190ozs lSdwt "

Palmerstou, 109ozs ldwt j MacrutS 1370zs 4dwts. Total 105730zsJ3dwt.
The prospect of the new Tariff of New Zealand causing thisColony in the future to import more of its goods direct from theUnited.Kingdom instead of via Melbourne, has naturally caused the

Melbourne merchants togrumble afc the prospect of a diminutionot their trade. ;
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