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their wurehouses, and put them on board the inter-provineial steamers,
a4 the same trouble and expense as they presently‘incur in sonding thém
to the railway station, their enterprise would br much better rewarded,

A GENTIEMAY in Wellington telegraplis tous that nearly all the
Irich immigrants by the Douglas had been nowinated by their friends.

Tue Loudon correspondent of the * Age’ writes:—*“It ja corifi.
dently stated here by persoms likely to be well informed that Sip
Charles Gravan Duffy will fnafly leave Victoria in Apwil next. He
will af that time have completed his sixtieth year, and will be able
to leave the Colony without the necessity of returning within two
years. Should the gencral elaction for the House of Commons take
place before the arrival of Sir Charles in England, he will in all proba.
bility be mominated in his absence for some Irish constitueney,” It
&ppeers, says the Melbourne ¢ Advocate,’ from a statement Sir Gavan
himself made in the Honse, that the rumour ia rot incorrect.

Mz BrADSHAW'S Act  to provide for employment of fomales in
workrooms and factories,” is now in operation. The Act, we learn
from asummary of it in the ¢ Daily Times,’ deals with the employment
of all women and femsle children at * all kinds of manwal work and
labor in the preparing or manufacturing articles for trade or sale, not
being contract or piece-work.” It prohibits the employment of any
female between thie hours of 6 p.m., and 9 a.m., or for more than eight
hours in one day ; so that females employed between 9 a.m, and 6
P.W., must get one hour duyring that period to themsslves. The Act
also orders that every female shall have holidey after 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, as well as the whole of Suudsy and all days sob apark as public
holidayg, without thersby incurring sny loss of wages. KEvery place
in which femules are employed must be properly ventilated.
Employers guilty of contravening the Aot are liable to & maximuwm -
penalty of £50 for each offvnce, the penalty being recoverable before
two Justicos in a snmmary way “ by any persen who may sue for the
same.”  Although, however, any oue may put the law in motion,
provision is made for the inspection of work-vooms Qiring working
hours. Such inspection may be made by any person who obtains the
necesgaty authoriby in writing from the Residedt Magistrate,” We
hope this Act will have a salutary effect upon those employers who
keep girls at work until Sunday morning, instead of letting them away
at a reasonable hour on Saturday ovening, and that if this practice
continues, steps will be taken to see the law enforced.

TaE Bright Smile Company, daring the last half-year, declared
dividends to the amount of £5,775,

THE establishment of a Chamber of Commerce
by the ‘ Hawke’s Bay Herald.’

AT & meeting of the Provisional Directors of the National Building
Bociety, held at the office of Mr C., B. Chapman, a prospectue was
approved of, the rate of interest to be charged on loans was fixed, and
a sub-committos appointed o vevias the rales, The roll of directors,
und purticulars with regard to the Society, will be found in our adver-
tiging columns,

TuE Lyell correspandent of the ¢ Grey River Argus’ says he would
“not be in thoe slightest degree artonished to hear of a new and
extensive gold fleld being discovered in the unkuown ranges lying
between the Buller and Mokihinui rivers. A party of miners have
applied fo the Survey Departinent for all the inlormation that can be
gathered regarding the natuve and lay of the country, with the full
intention of making good use of it this snmmer.” .

Prorrm, remarks the Auckland corrospondent of the *Daily
Times,’ aré much disgusted at the great increase of pay to Ministers,
sad contrast them, their glory, their travelling expenses, and
their private seeretaries, with the wiserable, alinost parsimonious man-
per in which they are oblige to conduct the.r own Proviueciul affuire
and Provincial Institutions.

‘W5 read in the °Tyttelton Times® that the Rev. Futher Eouyer
is taking steps for the formation of a school committes; that he
mtimated to his congregation that of course Cutholics would now have
te depend on themselves for the support of theiv school, and urged
upon them the necessity of their being united, so that their school
might be efliciently maintuined. .

¥ Norrons " in the Girey River ‘Argus’ pays tribute of homage
to the powers of the Home Rule vote. Referring to the Maori M.H.R’s,,
he eays :—** Like the Irish members in the House of Commous, the
Muoris ave sometimes masiers of the situations,”

A NoTEWORTHY STATEMENT,—The Melbourne telagramsg to the
newspapers, say: ‘It is considered that the Education Ast las
broken down.” 8o much for that perfect system.

A MINER makes this suggestion through the columns of the * Rogs
(Guardign’ :—If the Banks have combined between themselves to
reduce the price of gold, thereby teking e mesn advantage -of the
miners, why shounld not the miners combine and bind themselves to
sell their gold at a fair price, say of £3 173 per ounce?

Ar Macetown, according to the ‘Arrow Observer, a case of
attermnpt at roobery of & tsilrace occurred on Sunday, 21st ult., the
thief being a Chinaman of the name of Hong Hai, and the victims
being Messrs Jenkine end party. A great amount of uneasiness has
existed wmongst the miners for a long time, thero being grave reasons
for believing that a systematic plan of robbing the claima and tail-
races was being cavried ou. . -

In the debate on the Provineisl Loans Bill, Me Hunter, the
member for Wellington city, remarked incidentaly that he had
obtained iuformation with reference bo the amount of depogits in the
baoks throughout the Colony. There was in ail £3893,000. Mors
than two millions out of this sum wwas not benring interest at all ; the
vest bore interest at three per cent. There would liave heen no diffi-
oulty in raising the Provincial loans st or below six per cent. |

As illustrating the lossos by floods incurred by residents in West-
poth, it is said that only one, among the hundreds'in business since its
ssttlement by Europeans, continues in the premises originally arectad.

Iz will be recollected that in December last it was reported that a
storekeeper named James Hayes, who bought gold for the banke,
reported that he had been robbed of 366oz of gold and sundry
moneye, while journeying from Ahaura to Greymonth, The offer of
a reward of £200 did not lead to discovery of any trace of the

ot Napier is urged

robbers; and recent occurrences led the parties interested to doubs
whether a robbery, 8s reported by . Hayes, ever took place. Hayes
haviug been brought back from Melbourme on a charge of attempting
to defraud his creditors, is now charged with Jatceny of £1500, en~
trusied to him by the Bank of New South Wales in Greymouth,

Mgsses KiNoar, MoQueen, & o, of the Vulean Foundry,
Dunedin, have just completed the hull of & steamer for Messrs Coamp-
bell & Richardson of Napier. The stesmer is built of iron, and is .
sixty-five feet in length, thirteen feet beam, and depth of hold six foet,
and will be furnished with high-pressure engines of twenty-five horsg-
pawer nnminal. The highest water-line is three feet, thongh it will
probably, when laden, draw about four feet astern. It will be of about
thirty-five tons register, and, when completed, will cost about £2800,
It will bs under the command of Mr Campbell, ane of the owners,
and is destined for the Poverty Bay and Napier trade. The hull was
built at the foundry, and taken on a carriage to the water, the transit
being much delayed by the badly formed streects,

Mzsars S1M3 & Brown of Auckland have lately laid down the
keel of & new serew stoamer to bo built by them for & frm st Napier,
Her dimensious will be 56f6 keel, beam 11ft Gin, depth of hold 5tt.
8he is interded for towing purposes in Napier harbor, is to be strongly
built, and to have engines of great power.

THE following ectentric advertisement appeared recently in the
*8outh Canterbury Times’:—* Invitation.—If the peraon or parsons
who some time ago took from the Ship Hstel, Timara, an old china
tea-cup will aall ab the hosel, he oan receive the saucers to mateh, and
take koa, bread, butter, and shrimps with the owner.”

*. A TREMENDOUS hailetorm occurred on the 25th ult., on the plains
to the westward of Burnham, Canterbury. The hailstones lay on the
ground to the depth of five inches,

THE six new ehips now building for Messrs P, Henderson and Co.,,

“of Glaagow, for the Now Zealand trade, are to be named respectively,

Waellington, Cantecbury, Auckland, Nelson, Dunediun, and Invercargiil,

I'mg Provincial Council, at i's last session, em powered the Govern-
ment “ to obtain, as soon as possible, the services of a competent
geologist,™ for the purpose of completing the geological survey of the
Proviace, begun by De Hector. Oaptain Hutton, F.G.8., for many
years connected with the Colonial Greological Department, has been
appointed to the situation.

Me Sewger, who is suid to hava a * ernze,” sinee he vetired from
the Fox Ministry, of exnmining the finineial positien of the countr A
recently stated iu the Upper House that the ¢olony owes £10,398,734,
and that we have anthorised works and inenrred liabilities that bring
the debt up to £16.445,791.

AT the lost Patea land sale the prices ranged between £5 to £7
per acre. Competition was most spirit>d and rapid. Three times the
quantity of Idnd could have been sold if offered. Patrick Barke, a
West Coast miner, bought s large quantity of land, and placed his
dsposit of £800 cash on the table,

WE are’ glad to ses that the unjust Education Bill has been
thrown out by the Legislative Council. ~That body having the courpge
to resist the eandeavor to tux the poor for the edueation of the rieh,
refected the clauses providing for modsl schools, The Couneil, it may
by wmentioned, spproved of the cumulative prineipls, thereby giving
minorities & chance of reprasentation. The unrepresented of the
Colony, and thoge in favor of denominational education have reason
to be deeply grateful to the Hon. Dr. Grace, and the Hons. Major
Richardson, Captain Fraser, Col. Brett, and the other gentlemen who
rpiged their voices in defence of right and justice. '

Tux ¢ Bruce Herald’s” Irish news by the mail consists of o fright-
fol murder by & lunaticund a horrible murder by a publican.

8oxE ten days ago, says the Queenstown puper. o stalwart son of
Vulean in a neighboring town bade firewell to sin.ls bleasadness, and,
to celebrate the happy event, o number of his townemen adopted the
orthodox fashion of * tin-kettling ” and other boisterons tokens of
showing their friendiy feelings. The worthy Benedict became wroth,
aud made a descent upon his tormentors, more than oue of whom he
tather severely handled. OQue gentleman got the worst of it, and ap-
pealed to the law to vindicato his injured feelings. The result was
that ecaeh and ali—incluling the groomsman—were served with
summonses. On second thoughts the offended bridegroom declined
to prosecute, and the churges were dismissed; he himself was fined
255 for assanlt. The moral of all this is, that * tin-kettling ¥ should
be kept within bounds, and that these who receive the ** honor”
should preserve their tempers, and meet the evil halt-way.

A PATAL accident ocenrred in the bay on the lat inat., by which
o man name | Peter Wilson, able seaman on board the ship Petor
Denny, was drowned, Tt appears the decessed and another min,
named Andrew Maconochie, went on board the kereh Fanny, lying
off Cavey's Buy, about two o’clock in the morning. Betweeon fve und
six o’elock the decensed went up en deek, and the other man Learing
o aplash proceeded on rleck, but could not see anything of decensed,
The body was afterwards recovered.

Tme lnst Northern Escort which arrived in town, brounght the
following quantities of gold : —~Queenstown, 17743zs ldwt ; Arrowtown,
8480zs 18 Iwts ; Cardrons, 503.2s 18 lwis; Cromwell, 30380z, 8dwts ;
Clyde, 250vze; Alexandra, 628o0zs; Teviot, 7480zs 10Jwks ;- Blacks,
76Cozs; Dunstan Creek, 600czs; Mount Ida, 1190ozs 18dwt 3
Palmerston, 1000zs ldwt ; Macrues 187023 ddwts. ‘Lotal 10,5780z3
i3dwt.

Tue prospect of the new Tariff of New Zesland causing this
Colony in the futurd to import more of its goods direct from tho
United Kingdom instead of wie Melbourne, has naturally eaused the
Molbourne merchants to grumble ab the prospeet of e diminution
of their trade. :

¢ Harper's Weekly’ soys : —* Physicians affem that extiusordinary
mervous disordera ave appearing among the children of the present
generation. Bleeplessness is not an uncommon malsdy in children
now-a-days. It is believed that the excessive brain wort in olose
echoolrooms, which is now demanded of childre., is produeia,; the mast

pernicious results, )



