
HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.THE REAL AND THE IDEAL.
J-ne^ author of the following is an Irish poetess, blind from early

childhood.'Tis long ago!wehave toiled and traded,Havelost and fretted,have gained andgrieved,Since last the light of that fond faith faded:But friends
—

inits day—
what webelieved!The poet's dream and thepeasant's stories

—
Oh,never will time that trustrenew !Yet they were old on the earthbefore us,
And lovely tales— hadthey been true!

Somespakeof homes inthe green wood hidden,
Where age was fearless and youth was free

—
Wherenoneat life's board seemedguests unbidden,

But menhad years like the forest tree;Goodly and fair,and full of summer,
As lives wentby when the world wasnew,

Ereever the angelsteps passed from her
—

Oh, dreamers andbards, if that were truo ?
Some told of aproudand stainless standard

—
Of hearts that only indeath grew cold,-

Whose march waß ever in freedom's vanguard,
Andnot to be stayedby steel or gold.

The world to their verygraves was debtor
—

The tears of her love fell there like dew:
But there hadbeenneither slavenor fetter

This day inher realms had thatbeen true!
Our hopes grew strong as a giant-slayer;

They told that life wasanhonest game,
Where fortune favoredthe fairest player,

Andonly the false foundloss and blame
—

That men werehonored for gifts andgraces,
Andnot for the prizes folly drew;

But there wouldbe many a change ofplaces
Inthe hovelaudhall,if that were true !

Somesaid toour silent souls, what fearye ?
And talked of a lovenot basedonclay

—
Of faith that would neither crave nor weary,

With all the dust of thepilgrim's day:
Theysaid thatFortune andTime were changers;

Butnot by their tides ouch friendship grew j
Ob, wehadnever been trustlessstrangers

Among our people,if that were true!
And yet,since the fairy time hathperished

With all its freshness fromhills andhearts,
Tho last of its love, so vainly cherished,

Isnot for these days ofschools and marts.
Up,Up! for theheaven still circles o'er us;

There's wealth to win, and there's work to do,
There's sky aboveanda gnve before vs

—
And,brothers, beyond them all is true!

IRISH HISTORY IN IRISH SCHOOLS." New York Tribune.'
Weak are the ways of" statesmauship," aud especially of English"

statesmanship,"so far as all Irish affairs are concerned. We areglad to seize the opportunity to direct attention more to phases ofEnglish effoit to deal with theproblemofIrisheducation.TheIrish youth,it seems, arenot toknow Irish history! Whatwould bo thought of an American school system which took care thatthe pupils should know nothing of American history? Ofcourse, the
cases from oue point of view are not alike;but the question is,whether an Irishman has not; a right to be acquainted with thehistory of his country? Irish history cannot be legally tauffht inIrishschools!

Now, the shame of this is that itiskeepingup, in a small way,the numerousand outrageous provisions of the old Irish Code, withall its hari'assing detuils, aud with oil its sanguinary penalties. Whyshouldn't Irish history be taught ii\ Irish schools? Why shouldEnglish statesmen be so shamefaced about the sins oftheir ancestors ?To us this seems the greater folly because we believe that anIrishmanwell read in Irish history would be iafinitely morelikely tobe a goodcitizen. An Irish school which does not teach Irish history is ananomaly andan anachronism.

By the AbbeJ.B.Daueas.
(Translated from the Frenchfor theNewZealandTablet.)

14.— Pbesentation and Education op Maey is the Temple-
The Espousals.

It-was under the shadow of the sanctuary, amidst a host ofyoungvirgins, confided to the careof the Sacerdotal tribe, that the childhood
of Mary was passed. (1.) This historic fact— formally recorded by
tradition— was already so well established in the VI. century, that
Mahomet himself thought it necessary to enregister it:

"
Speak

of Miriam," says the Koran, "relate in whatmanner she quitted
her parents,how she went towards theeast ofthe Temple,and covered
her face witha veil, whichhidher from their sight." (2.) Astonishing
conformity ofevidence!The aureola with which Catholic faithsur-
rounds the celestial form ofMary, pierces the clouds ofMohametanisna,
and its ray illuminates all succeeding ages. The Presentation of the
Immaculate Virgin in the Temple of Jerusalem is an event whichforms an epoch in the annals of the human race. The doctors andfathers, unanimously state that Mary was thenceforth brought Tup
undpr the care ofthe priestZachary, her kinsman. The sanctuary of
the most High had, from the time, ofMoses and in the sequel of
Jewish history, b-^en surroundedby pious womon andyiungvirgins.
The Temple of Zorobabel, after its restoration by Herod, had a
quavter specially appropriated to the service of women, isolated by
cloisters, having two doors, one opening on the city, the other on the
Temple. (3) In this sanctuary of prayer, recollection, and piouslabors, with nonebut angel-witnesses,glided away the first years of
thehumble Mary. At theperiod of the age of majority, which, withJewish women, counted at fourteen years, Zachary consigned the
young Virgin into the hands of her parents at Nazareth,that she
might there be espousedaccording to theHebraical law. A temporal
posterity was the glory of women in Israel. All theblessings of the
ancient covenant were linked with it. The future of the world de-pendedou the perpetuity of the race ofAbraham, which was togive
to the earth the blessed seed through which thenations were to be
saved. Mary, sprung from theRoyal line ofDavid,must, according tothe terms of the Mosaic law, espouse her next of kin. Now, theBooz
of the new Ruth, was aholy old man, named Joseph, sonpfJacob,and brother of Cleophas. He was descended fromDavid by the lineof Solomon;evenas Mary was descended from him by the ancient
line of Nathan. Mary was espousedtherefore to Joseph,according tothe accustomed rites, in the Hebrew monthofSebeth (23 January,737.) Itwas in the interval thac elapsed between the ceremony of
espousals and that of the definitive marriage that took place the
glorious message of Gabriel to the Immaculate Virgin (25March.)Nazareth, theatre of this divine annunciation, means, in the Hebrewlanguage,"Flower." Thus, says St Bernard, "Jesus Christ, theflower of Jesse, would be bornof a flower, in a flower, in the seasonof flowers."
§ IT.

—
THE VISITATION. BIRTH OP JOHN THE BAPTIST. MAGNIFICAT.

15. After the celestial communication, "
Mary, rising up, wentinto thehillcountry, with haste,into a city of Juda;and Bhe entered

into the house of Zachary, and saluted Elizabeth. Andit came topass that when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the infant
leapedin her womb. AndElizabeth was filled with the HolyGhost jand she cried out with a loudvoice, and said, 'Blessed art thou amongwomen,andblessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this tome, that the mother of myLord should come to me? lor behold,as
soonas the voiceof thy salutation sounded inmy ears, the infantinmy womb leapedfor joy. And blessed art thou that hast believed,
because those things shall be accomplished that were spokento thee bytheLord.' And Mary said:«My soul doth magnify the Lord, and
my spirit hathrejoiced in GodmySaviour. BecauseHe hathregarded
thehumility of His handmaid ," for behold froia henceforthall genera-
tions shall call me btasscd. Because He thatis mighty hath done greatthings to me, andholy is His name. AndHis mercyis from generation
unto generation, to them that fear Him. He hath showed might in
His arm:He hathscattered theproud in the conceit of their heart.Hehath put down the mighty from their seat, andhath exalted the
humble. Hehath filled thehungry withgood things, and the richHehathsent empty away. He hath received Israel his servant,being
mindful of his mercy. As ho spoketo our fathers, to Abraham, and
to his seed for ever.' AndMary abode with her about threemonths,
and she returned to her ownhousa." (4)., (1) Gregor.Nyss. Orat, de Nativ. (2)Koram, cap. xiv,vers.16. (3) Josephus.

lib. v,cap xiv,xvi. (4=) Luc,39— 6C.

The wreck op the Atlantic.
—

The Rosiry in the Rigging.
Tli^

'
Pilot's

'
correspondent from Halifax, writes :—

"
Incidents

withoutnumber have been related of the wreck and the manner ofrescue;but the following, which was toldme by apassenger, has not,
so far as lam aware,beenmade public. During the weary hours on
the rigging thatmorning, when some thirty or forty men tenaciously
clung to the shrouds, many partly naked, with the lower limbs frozen
and stiff with the cold, the Rosary oftheBlessed Virgin was recited
by anIrishemigrant passenger,and.all whosurrounded him

—
Catholics

and Protestants alike, responded fervently anddevoutly. Some ofthe
Protestants

—
the gentleman in particular,who was a cabin passenger,belonging,Ibelieve, to New Ross,Ireland,said it was the first time he

had ever heard the Rosaryrecited, and standing there in thepresence
of death, with many stouter than he dying aroundhim, ho thought
theprayerofthathumbleemigrant— whosupplicatedtheVirginMother
for protection,was the most beautifulho hadever lisiened too. Like
many others aroundhimhe cheerfully responded "

Lordhave mercy
on us "

and
"

Pray for us," withasmuch devotion as the most devout
Catholic. The incident made a deep impressionupon him, whichmay
bo beneficial tohim hereafter. The supplication to tho Holy Mother
of G-odby theso almostexhausted men, wasnot unheeded. Tho heroic
fishermen ofProspectcame to their rescue, and landed them safely
upon the island.

SHADY DOINGS OF THE WELLINGTON
EDUCATION BOARD.

Anexchange from theprovinceof Wellington calls attention toa pro-vision in iha Ordinance, exempting children attendingprivateschoolsfrompaying the capitationrate, on a certificate being producedfromthe teacher that the childhadattended threemonths at schoolprevioustoJuly. Itthen asks, "What is the meaning, then,of the Board'sattemptingto collect the rate in defiance of this provision,or withoutdistinguishing between those legally liable to pay,and those who arenot. Of course (our contemporary remarks) ifc cannot be on theassumption that parents are ignorant of the provision. Butneverthe-less it is perfectlytrue that some have paid the fee in ignorance, andareentitled to haveifc returned."
Commentingon this conduct,"Argus," in theWanganui 'Herald,'unveilslas mind in these terms :— "The miser ssid to his son, « Getmoney honestly if you can,but get money.' The EducationBoard

iollow the same principle, and draw funds into their exchequer bymeans which, to say the least,are questionable. To serve a noticecalling upon parents to pay 5s per head for all children not exceedingfour, between the ages of five and fifteen, under a penalty of 403,without inserting a clause to the effect that outside education exemptsfrom the tax, deserves the strongest reprobation. Under the JSgis ofnon-responsibility, the Board attempt that which wouldstamp sliady
oaany ordinary businesstransaction."
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