Saturday, October 11, 1873,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

13

THE REAL AND THE IDEAL.
The author of the following is nu Frish poetess, blind from early
" childhood.

'Tis long ago! we have toiled and traded,

Have lost and fretted, have gained and grieved,
Binee lust the light of that fond faith faded ;

But friends—in its day—what we believed!
The poet’s dream and the peasant’s stories—

Ob, never will time that trust renew !
Tet they wero old on the earth before us,

And lovely tales—had thoy been true!

Home epake of homes in the green wood hidden,
Whore nge was fearlees and youth was freo —
‘Where none at life’s board seemed guests unbidden,
But men had yeavs like the forest tree :
Groodly and fair, and full of summer,
As lives went by when the world was nsw,
Ere over the angel steps passed from her—
O, dveamers and bards, if hat wore trua ?

Bome told of a proud and stainless standard—
Of hearts that enly in denth grew cold,-
Whose march was ever in freedom’s vanguard,
And not to be stayed by steel or gold, -
The world to their very graves was debtor——
The tears of hor love fell there like dew :
But there had been neither sluve nor fetter
This day in her realms had that boen teue !
OQur hopes graw strong as & giant-slayer ;
They told that life was an honest game,
‘Where fortune favored the fairest Mayer,
And only the false fonud loss and blame—
That men were honored for gifts and graces,
And not for the prizes folly drew ;
But there would be many u ehhoge of places
In the hovel and hall, if that weve true !

Bome said to our silent souls, what fear ye ?
And talked of » love not bised on clay—

Of faith that would neither erave nor weary,
With all the Juet of the pilgrim’s day :

They said that Fortune nnd Time were changers ;
But not by their tides such friendship grew ;

Ob, we had never been trustless strangers
Among our people, if that were true!

And yet, since the fairy time hath perished
‘With all its freshness from hiils and heuvts,
Tha last of its love, so vainly cherished,
Is not for these days of schools and marts.
Up, Up! for the heaven still gircles o’er us;
There’s wealth to win, and there’s work to do,
There’s sky above and a grave before us—
And, brothers, beyond thew all is true!

IRISH HISTORY IN IRISH SCHOOLS.
¢ Now York Tribune.’
WEAE arc the ways of “ etatesmauship,” and espociolly of English
“ stntesmanship,’” so far as all Irish affaive are coneerned. We are
glad to selze the opportunity to direct attention more to phases of
English effoit to denl with the problens of Irish education.

The Irish youth, it seems, ave not to know Trish history !  What
would be thought of an American school system which took care that
the pupils should know nothing of American history?  Of course, the
cases from ome point of view are sob alike; but the uestion is,
whether an TIrishman bes nob o right to be sequainfed with the
history of hiz country? Irish history cannot be legally taught in
Irish scl:ools!

Now, the shame of this is thot it is keeping up, in a small way,
the numerous and outragecus provisions of the old Irish Code, with
all its harraseing deteils, and with all its sanguinary peanltics. Why
shouldn’t Irish history bo tnught in Irish schoola? ‘Why should
English statesmen be so shamefaced about the sins of theis anceslors ?
To us this seemns the greater folly because wo believe that an Irishman
well read in Irish history would be infinitely more lilely to be a good
citizen., An Trish school which dees nob teach Inish histery is an
anomaly and an annchronism.

SHADY DOINGS OF THE WELLINGTON
EDUCATION BOART.

AN exchange from the province of Wellington calls attention o n pro-
vision in the Ordinance, exempting children attonding private schoole
from paying thoe capitation rafe, on n certifients being produced from
tho tencher that the child had attended three months at achool previous
to July. It then asks, * What 3 the mesning, then, of the Board’s
attempting to colleet the rate in defiance of this provision, or without
distinguishing between those legally liable to p=y, and those who are
wot. Of conrsc (our contemporary remarks) it cannot be on the
ussumption that parents are ignorans of the provision, But neverthe-
less it is perfectly true that somo have paid the fee in ignorance, and
are entitled to havo it returned.”

Commenting on this conduct, ¢ Argus,” in the Wanganui ¢ Herald,'
unveile bis mind in these terms :—t The misor esid to his gom, ¢ Grat
money honestly if you can, but get money.! The Education Bosrd
follow the same principle, and draw funds inlo their exchequer by
means which, to say the least, ave questionable. To serve a notice
calling upon parents to pey 5s per head for all children not axceeding
four, between the nges of five and fiftecn, under n penaity of 40s,
without ingerting a clause to the effoct that ontside education exempts
from the tax, deserves the stromgest reprobation. Under the Hgis of
non-responsibility, the Board attempt that which would stomp shady
on any ordinary business transaction,”

HISTORY OF QUR SAVIQUR JEBUS CHRIST.

By the Abbé J. B. Daveas.
{Translated from the French for the NEW ZBALAND TAnLET.)

4.~ ERESENTATION AND EDU0ATION OF MAEY IN THE TEMPLE-
THE Esrovusirs.
Ir was under the shadow of the sanctuary, amidet & host of young
virging, confided to the cave of the Sacerdofal tribe, that the childhood
of Mary was passed. (1) Thie historic fact—formally recovded by
tradition—was already so well esteblisghed in the VI. century, that
Maliomet himself thought it mecessary to envegister it: © Speak
of Miriam,” says the Koran, “relate in what manner she quitted
her parents, how she went towards the east of the Temple, and eovered
her face with a veil, which hid her from their sight.” (2.} Astonishing
conformity of evidence! The sureola with which Catholic faith sur-
rounds the celestinl form of Mary, pierves the clouds of Mohametanism,
ond ifs roy lluminates all succeeding apes. The Presentation of the
Immaculute Virgin in the Temple of Jerusslom is an event which
forms an epoch in the annals of the huwman race. The doctors and
fathers, unanimously state that Mary was thenceforth brought jup
under the cave of the priest Zachary, her kinsman. The sanctunsry of
the most High had, from the time.of Moses nnd in the sequel of
Jewish history, bren surrounded by pious women and young virgins,
The Temple of Zovobabel, after its restoration by Herod, had a
quarter specially appropristed to the service of women, isoluted by
cloistors, having two doors, one opening on the city, the other on the
Temple. (8) In this sonctuary of prayer, recollection, and pions
lnhovs, with noue bub angel-witnesses, glided away the first years of
the humble Mary. At the period of the nge of majority, which, with
Jewish women, eounted nt fourteen years, Zuchary .onsigned the
Young Virgin into the honds of her parents ab Nazareth, that she
might there be espoused according to the Hebraical law, A temporel
posterity waa the glory of women in Israel. All the blasgings of the
sncient covenant were linked with it. The future of the world de-
pended on the porpotuity of the race of Abralam, which was to give
to the earth the blessed seed through which the nations were to be
faved, Mary, sprang from the Royal line of Duvid, must, nceording to
the terms of the Mosnic law, espouse her next of kin. Now, the Booz
of the new Ruth, was a holy old man, named Joseph, son of Jacob,
and brother of Cleophas. He wns descended from David by the line
of Solomon ; even a8 Mary was descended from him by the ancient
line of Nathan, Mury was esponscd therefore to Joseph, accarding to
the nccustomed rites, in the Hebrew month of Sebeth (28 January,
737) It was in the interval that elapsed belween the ceremony of
espousals and that of the definitive marrisge that took place the
glorious messnge of Gabriel to the Immaculate Virgin (25 March.)
Nazaveth, theatre of this divine monuneation, mesns, in the Hebrew
language, “Flower.” Thus, says 8t Bernard, * Jesns Ohrist, the
flower of Fesse, would be born of a flower, in o flower, in tho season
of flowers.”
§ IV.——THE VISITATION. BIRTH OF JOHN THE RBAPTIST. KAGNIFICAT.
15. After thto celestiul communication, “ Macy, rising up, weat
into the hili countay, with haste, into a city of Judu ; and she entered
into the house of Zuchary, and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to
paes that whon Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the infant
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the iHoly Ghost
ond she eried out with a loud voice, and said, ‘ Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fnit; of thy womb. And whenes is this to
me, that the mother of my Losd should come to me? For behcld, as
soon 08 the voice of thy ealutation sounded in my ears, the infant in
my womb leaped for joy. And blessed art thou that hast believed,
beeauso those things shull be aceomplished thet were spoken to thee by
the Lord.! And Mary suid: ¢ My soul doth magnify the Liord, and
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. Because Ho Lath regarded
the humility of His handmeid ; for behold from henoeforth all genera-
tiona shall eall mo blessed. Becanmso He that is mighty hath done great
things Lo me, and holy is His name, And Mis mercy is from genaration
uato generation, to thew that fear IMim. He hath showed might in
His arm ; e hath scastered the proud in the conceit of their heart.
He huth put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exnlted the
humble. He hath filled the hungry with good things, sud the rich He
bath sent empty away., He hoth received Israel his servant, bejng
mindful of his mercy. As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham, and
to his secd for ever” And Mary sbode with her about throe months,
and she vefurned to her own house.” (4).

v (1} Gregor, Nyss, Orat, de Nativ, (2) Roram, cap. xiv, vers, 16. (2) Josephus.
lib, v, cap xivyxvl. {(4) Lue, 36-—56.

THE WRECK OF THF ATLANTIO.--The Rosiry in the Rigsing.
The *Pilot’s® correspondent from Halifox, writes :—* Incidents
witlboat number have been related of the wreck and the mounner of
regeae ; but the following, which was told me by o passenger, has not,
83 far us I nm awars, been made public.  Dwuring the weary hours on
the rigging that morning, when some thirty or forty men tenaciously
elung to the sbrouds, many partly naked, with the lower limbs frozen
and stiff with the cold, the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin was recited
by an Irish emigrant passenger, and all who surrounded kim——Catholics
and Protestants ulike, responded fervently and devoutly. Soma of the
Protestants—the gentleman in partieuler, who wns o cahin passenger,
balonging, I believe, tv New Ross, Ireland, said it was the firat time he
had evar heard the Rosary vecited, and etanding thera in the presence
of death, with mony stouter than he dying around him, he thoughty
the prayer of thot huinble emigrant—who supplicated the Virgin Mother
for protection, was the most beautiful he had ever listened too, Like
many others around him he eheerfully responded  Lord have merey
on us” and “Pray for us,” with s much devotion as the mast devout
Catholic. The ineident made a deop impression upon hin, which may
bo beneficial to him hereafter. The supplication fo the Holy Mother
of God by these slmost exhansted men, was not unheeded. The heroic
fisharmen of Prospect came to their reseuo, and landed them safely

upan the island.



