
The following is fullofinterest to the readersof thebeautifultransla-tion appearing weekly in our pages.
ErnestRenan having said inhis"Lifeof Jesus

"
tha thei properwayof proving amiracle is to Bhow one,a pamphleteer<l shows

"
onein a letter "Upon theEstablishmentof the ChristianEelieion" whichwehere translate:

-
6

'
Sib:— Permit me to-day to draw your attention again to theestablishmentof the Christianreligion— a face upon whichwenaturailydiffer inopinion. Like you, whenIhave striven toidentify its causewith themere forces of man,Ihave failed in my endeavor. Thesupernatural, then,has been the only conducting thread whiohhashelpedme to escape from the labyrinth, where IBee youcontinuallyseeking to rectify yourself, without everdoing it,and condemned toescape therefrom only whenyou shall have provedthat thereisnoth-ing miraculous in the establishment of Christianity. Pardon thislittle digression;Igostraight to the work. There is a religion calledthe Christian, whose founder was Jesu*, named the Christ. Thisreligion, whichhaslasted eighteencenturies,and which calls itselfthenatural developmentof that Judaism which, ascends near to the cradleofthe world,hadthe apostles for its first propagators. When thesemen wished*o establish itthey had for adversaries.:
The nationalpride of the Jews.
The implacablehatred of theSanhedrim.
The brutaldespotismoftheRoman Emperors.
The railleries andattacks of the philosophers.
The libertinismand caste-spiritof thepaganpriests.
The savageand cruelignorance of the masses.
The faggot andbloody games of the circus.
They hadan enemyin:

Every miser. Every murderer.
Every debauchedman. .Every proudmail.
Every drunkard. Every slanderer.
Every thief.

'
Every liar.

Not one of the vices, in fact, which abuse our poor humanitywhichdid not constitute itself their adversary.
To corrbat so maty enemies and surmount so many obstacles,

they hadonly.
Their ignorance. Their weakness.
Their poverty. , Their fewness.
Their obscurity. The Cross.

Ifyouhadbeen their contemporary at the moment when they
began their, work, and Peter had said to you, "Join with us, for
we are going to the conquest of the worldj before our word pagantemplesshall crumble, and their idols shall fallupon their faces;the
philosophersshall be convicted of folly;from the throne ofCaesar we
shall hurl theBoman eagle, andin itsplace we shall plant the cross;
we shall be the teachers of the world;the ignorant and the learned
willbe our disciples!"— heariLghim speak thus, you would havesaid,
"Besilent, imbecile!" And as you are tolerant from nature and
principle,you wouldhave defended him before the Sanhedrim, and
have counseled it toshut up the fisherman of Bethsaidaandhis com-
panionsina madhouse. Andyet,sir, what you wouldhave thought a
notable madness is to-day a startlingreality, with which Ileave you
face to face.

THE ELECTIONS IN ALSACE-LORRAINE.
J.G.K.— initials which we recognise as those of a young gentle-man who has borne a chivalrouspart indefending the temporalrightsofthe Sovereign Pontiff— writes in the « Crusader:-« The electionswhich have taken place during the last fortnight in Alsace andLorraine show that 'PrussianRule' is nomorepopular than it wasm1871. Outof about eighty elections, twelve arevoidou account ofthe Small number of votes given. The coutry districts are said tohavereturnea 'moderate' men, but this is not to be understood inthe wayinwhich the German organs explainit. The truth is that thecountry districtsare thoroughly CatholicandFrench,butthe leadingmenhaveeitheremigrated toFranceor are toomuchafraidofneriecu-tton tostate their opinions boldly. In Strasburg,however,the Q-ov-eminent candidates suffered a greatdefeat— M.Louth,the ultra-Catlio-he ex-mayor, whohas been deposedby thePrussians,being elected atthehend of tne pollby a largemajority. It is said that during theiiat too yearsabout 2,600 Germans have settled in Strasburg andhave oceuplaced on the register, but the total votes given for theGerman candidates didnet exceed 2,500, so few of theoriginal inhabit-ants cauhave votedfor their opressors.

AN UNFOUNDED STATEMENT.
THE 'EECOBD'S' WONDEBITOi SIOBY*.

Thebe recently went the rounds a big story to the effect that two
clergymen inEnglandnow holding livings in the Church of England
had been received into the Catholic Church, bub had received dis-
pensationfrom the Popeenabling them to hold jtheir present offices.
As many non-Cntholic readers are ignorant enough of the Catholic
Church to begulled by this, wehope that those J!few Zealand papers
in which the statement appeared will be unprejudiced enough to
pub.ish the followingregarding it:

—
"The story," says the London.*Tablet,'" wascirculated on the authority of PrebendaryBrooks,who

now writes to the'Record to admit that he has beenunable toadduce
any evidencein supportof it. We challenged Mi* Brooks to give the
names. The rev.gentleman expresses sincere regret that he should
have been deceived."

Itis butin very few instances that the authorshipof these reck-
less calumnies cau be traced, anditis in still fewer instances that the
person who first brings them intoprint has tho honesty andmanliness
to do whatMrBrooks has done~wurcly, to express his regret at
having published,what he has found tobe false, and to admit having
been the victim of deception.

MISCELLANY.
Inthebar parlor of a snug hotel in Kiltaore, somefew nights

ago, a discussion arose conceruiug the merits r.nd demerits of6ir
Charles Gavan Duffy. After much had been said for and against the
hon. member for Dalhousie, au impartial old gentleman deliveredhimselfofthe followingoracularremark ;—"; — "

FotIblameDuffy for wasfor bringing his pravious exsparienco into his afther career;but in
spoiteofthat Iforgiee him on account of the usefularity of the man."
The effect on the disputants was wonderful. A leading office-bearer
in the localHibernian Society cried "Hooroo!" and a Pastinasterof
an OrangeLodge shook the ashes from his pipe as he sententiouslyobserved,"Giveus the same agin, and tie the mule at the door."
The order was carefully attended to, and spoons weresoon heard togingle pleasantly against the sidesof the glasses.

In1848 the total stock of gold, coined and uncoined, inEurope
and America was estimated at £560,000,000.- The actual coinage ofgold at theprincipalmints of the world from 1848 to 1872 was :—:

—
England ... ... ... £123,608.000
Sydney ... ... ... 28,799,000
France ... ... ... 259,801,000
UnitedStates ... ... 185,579,000

j Total ... £597,787,000

A TRUE HEROINE.
I* Dona Mario de Bourbon, the wife of Alphonso, brother ofDonCarlos, were a G-anbaldian or aninternationalist, shewouldbe by thistiruo the greatest heroine of our Protestant contemporaries As elxohappens to be a Catholic she is not noticed by them, but she doesdeserve specialmention from her brothersin the faith This gallantladj lv.is accompanied heryoung husband throughall the fatigues ofthe campaign,dressed ma riding habit tuckedinto a thick pair of topbooio. She sleeps often in the open air, and rides not unfrequeutlvtweheho'm a day. She is described as a very beautiful young
woman,only rineteen years of age;she nurses the sick andencour-
u^Lb her youthfulhusband, who is oftendovvnhea;tednotwithstanding
l)i» frequent successes. Whenever they can this noble pair hear Massaud receive communion together. The country folk are enthusiasticm their praise ofla SenoraDona Maria de la Meves—the LadyMary
of Snow, for so is the infanta called. Her Highness is the daughter
ol the legitimate King of Portugal, Don Miguel, and the linealueecendaut of the fair and unhappy Inez de Castro. The Flenchpapers applaudher courage,her beauty and charity, and style aeramodel Catholic wife, who follows her husband through thick and fchininpeace and war.

— '
CatholicReview.'

'
Mr Butt,QC., and America.— The Philadelphia'Catholic Stan-dard says:"—

"
Ihere13 a rumour here that Mr IsaacButt, O 0 atthe urgent request of his f.iends and admirers, has consented todeliver a series oflectures 111 the United States on. Ireland and theIribh in thepresent day, and thathe willproceed to New Yorkin thefirst instance for thatpurpose in the courseof the cn9uingautuma

NEW ZEALANDTABLET. Saturday, October 11,1873.
AN AMERICAN VIEW OF THE SHAH'S VISIT TO

ENGLAND
There isanother celebrity in London and agreaterpersonage thanthe Shah

—
theheir to the crownofalltheRussias

—
but theLondonersonly wantone excitementat a time. Tobe sure, theOzarewitchjoins

all the excursions the Shah participatesin, butnobody notices him.Indeed,he is rather under a cloud;for many think he came here
onlj as a spy to take care that England makes no convention with the
Shah and treats hin? no more royally than Russia did. But if the
Ozarewitch be all his enemies declare, he is not a whifcmoremer»cenarythan England. Inthe following extract from oneof thelead-ingpolitical journals of London will be found,Ifear, the mainspring
of thisgreat uprising and outturning of apeopleto do honor to the
Shah:" Insignificant as is his kingdom," says the

'
John Bull,' andfeeble a creature as is the Shah himself, the geographical positionofhis country betweenour Indian possessionsand Russianterritory, andhis attitude, are important to some considerable extent to us in the

event ofRussia everentertaining the serious- design ofinvading India.We werenever of thenumber of those who suffer fromRussophobia;butitis evident that through Persia will be theRussian attack,ifeverthere is to be anattack at all. Itis well, therefore, thatinaddi-tionto having the independentprovinces whichform ournorthwesternfrontiers friendly tous, it would be well that the sympathy ofPersiawas withus. Russia already overhangs Persia on the west of theCaspian Sea;and when Khivais annexed it will overhangit on theeast j and the late history of the northern empire shows that in duecourseof timeit would have no objection to swallow and assimilatethedominions of the Shah. Nar-Ed-Deenhas doubtless senseenoughto see this, and has no wish to be swallowed up. To this wemay fairly attribute his visit to this country. This limo he hasvisited Russia and Germany and Belgium j but he hasplainly intimated England was the chief object of his journey.He probably understands that we have no wish to annext<^ritOry'thouS'1wenavesome interestin pioventing Russia doingso. We bynomeans grudge him all the attention hewill receive,northe cost at whichit willbe shown. Heis heartily welcome to it5 andif, after allhe sees andhears, he thinks it worth while tooffer himselfand his kingdom as a buffer to the advanceof Russia towards India,by all means letus accept his offer, and promise whataid we cangivehim towards maintaininghis independence."
A candid admission, surely! And this by no means the opinionof the editor merely. The Shahhas already seen two reviews of thetnghsh navy,andby this afternoonwillhave seen twoof the English,army. Heis immenselyinterested in the fighting powers of England"

and theEnglish, as if they recognised that they were on trial with theRussians, arestraining everyneive to impress him favorably. Manypeople inthis tax-riddencountry ate doing nothingbut counting thecost of this royalentertainment. Will itpay ? That is the questionWill the Shah's visitstimulate trade, and will itin the slightest degreediscourage Russia? If it accomplishes either of these objects, theEnglish will regatd the necessaryexpenditureas well laidout.

SHOWING HIM A MIRACLE.
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