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pondence on the part of the Agent-eneral had been couched in
language that should not have been adopted towarda the Grovern-
ment. While some members would blame the Agent-Greneral,
it should be remiembered that he hsd hLad very great difficulties to
contend againsf, and besides had suffered from very dovere illness. He
hoped members, would not travel cut of the subject beforo show fo
discuss the fulllment by the Agent-Genoral of his duties. The
Government wero quite content to take upon theweelves all the res-
ponaibility in the matter. The systern of the nomination of immigrants
the Government were desirous of prshiug and extending, while at the
same time the Agent-General would have to examine nominated imumi-
grante ag to their fitness, The Goverament were also intending to
publish a pampliet, in the preparation of which the assistance of the
varicus Buperintendents would be invited. The pamphlet would be
circulated thronghout the United Kingdom. Regarding the shipping
arrangements, the Government were aware of tha loss the Colony had
sustained by resson_of the existence of a monopoly. They were glad
& local company had been started, and hoped it weuld succeed. The
Government, however, were' as wuch sverse to a local as fo & home
monopoely, and would endeavor to foster a wholesome compesition.
Ministers felt that an advintage would be guined by firet-class slips
being 1aid on the line, 4o that those coming out might convey to their
friends at home good impressions, 1ot ouly of the Colony, but of the
paseage out. The Government felt that they should Lave the sole
control of the immigration arrangewents at home, the Provinces con-
tenting themeelves with seeing to the immigrants on their arrival.

Mr Reswes s2i¢ the occupation clanses of the Bill were such as
would materially interfere with the proper working of the acheme.
He would address himsell to the general sybject of immigration. ¥t
was matter of surprise to him that o disenssion on the subject had
been deloyed =0 long. The frue remson. why the guestion had been
shirked was becuuse it was not the interest of the Government to raise
i, while upon if the remzanté of the Opposition were divided. The
instruetions sent home to the Agent-General bad not been acted upon.
The Agent-Gtencral was nof the right man in the right piace. He did
1ot possees the qualities necessary for the post. Undoubtedly he had
high integrity, but not the other necessary qualities. His own des-
patches (from which Mr Reeves quoted ot length) proved this, His
utter disregard of the clear instructions sent home showed an utter
want of metlsod and business ability. His want of subcrdination was
equally clear. In spite of the latitude given him, and the deference
shown him, he had displayed au utter disregard of hLis instructiona.
He had received.the most definite instructions, but for many months
took no setion in these matters. His laek of business ability was
shown in his shipping arrongements, Instend of breaking up the
monopoly (as with the business in hand he could easily have done), he
had confirmed it. Enumeraiing the Agent-General's blunders, and
referring to the short supply of immigrants, Mr Reeves ssid a want of
Jjndgment to discern the difficulty of his work had been epnapicuous,
and it had led him to go ia opposition to the wishes and sdvice of
valuable eubordinate agente, and consequently bis own anticipations of
the result of his Iabors bad not been fulfilled. The conclusion he
(Mr Reeves) had arrived ot was that the Agent-General should be
recalled from a position to which he should never lLave' besn ap-
painted, and that the business portios of his duties skould be per-
formed by » second efficer. While blamirg the Apeut-General,
be could not pass over the responsibility of the Gtovernment Minister
for Immigration, who seemed fo be totally devoid of all fived ideas
on the question. At one moment, for instance, he suggested giving
free passages, sud at the mest he expressed different opinions.
The House had received the sonouncemcent that the Colony would
urdertake the conduct of immigration, with pleasare; but the Gho-
vernment had allowed the work to slip through their fingers. The
errors of the Agent-General had been the cause of Otago taking up
the work again, and of Canterbury following euit, The. system of
free nominated inmigration was most desirable. The Colony re-
quired the grentest accessions t¢ its population. , He believed that
free immigratiou would have to be sdopted. If this wers done, it
wenld be well to give the friends of those already in the Colony the
preference. The experience of Canterbury as to nominated immigra-
tion showed the value of the system. The adoption of this, and the
giving of some assissance to emigrants before their embarkatioy, would
turn the tide of immigeants to this Colony.

A. disoussion arcse as to whether the debate shoald be adjourned,
it having travelled bevend the limits of the Bill, and members being
unprepared to disetes the question of the Agent-Grencral’s adininistra-
tion. The debate was adjourned.

There was quite s scene iu the Flouse on tho 17th. Mr Stafford
and Mr Fitzherbert spoke most strongly, insisting on tha production
of the suppressed despatch to Dr Featherston. The Government uwsed
all sorts of excnres, sud tried by every means to prevent having to
praduce it, even saying that the Governor objected to that being done.
M Fitzherbert denied the right of the Governor, to refuse the prodac.
tion of 4 paper which in no way aflvcted Tmperin} matters, Mr Vogel
threatened to divide the House on the matter; but the feeling of the
House was so evidently against him that he did not divide it. ‘Lhe
despatch, which bears the Hon 3r Pollen’s siznature, was very
gtrongly worded. It wus laid on the table.

The Immigration guestion is reg wded ns the principal one of the
session, and a test of the Govenunsut's stability,

RUNIOUDING INFLUENCE, .

Iu the Legislative Council the Otago Waste Lmnds Bail was
thrown out by 25 to 3, the Counvil oljecting to the system of deforred
payments for land. Capt, Braser, wio introdueed the Bill, said he
knew it would not pass, as rusholding capitalists were 2o jnflnential in
tho Council, and would use all meuns to prevent the poor man from
obtaining land. -

The Pope, m a speeck: on My 26, declared that he ever prayed
for France, bt that he would now pruy with greater confidence, for
the election of Meduhon 10 the head of that country was 3 gaorantee
of ovder and juitice to civilization, which was menseed on all sides,

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
) SOCIETY. : 1 . ¥
. OPENING OF THE OHRISTORURCH BRANCH,
ng_ fweb %1& _f:l]}t:winhg rep&)rtl_; qfhthe opeuing of the.branch of, this
actety a 1stchuren, and for the greater . partion of whi
indel;)ﬁleld to the* Pre;s ' of Sept. 9 :—g P hich we are
e coremony of opening a branch of the above in Cheistelin
taok place yesterday in St. Patrick’s Hall, Barbadoe: straet,” ats E}l p,n;:f
Mr Robert Carrcll, a delegate from the Dunedin Lodge, attended #o
conduet the ceremony, snd & goodly number of intending members
were also present. The branch - having been duly opened, 40 new
msmbers‘were initiated out of 58 names submitted to the secrotary,
the remaining 18 coming forward for initiation next lodge night. The
Lodge, which is the 82nd one of the Society opened, was constity tog
and the following officers were then appoiiited, on a ballet, ta the
Christchurch.branch of the H.A.0.B.3., viz. :—Presidens, Mr Fanmea
Taafe; viee-prosident, Mr - Constantine Walsh; treasurer, Mr D,
MoGuinness ; secrotary, Mr E. O’Connor ; warden, Mr Martin Dong-
hue; guardian, Mr Patrick Pope. -

At the conclusion of the business o hearty vote of thauks was
passed to Mr Bobert Carroll, the Dunedin delegate, on the motion of
Mr E. 0'CoNNOR, seconded by Mr D, MoGursNEss -

My Canmorn in retmrning thanks, stated that he had received the
utmost kindness since his arrival.in Christchurch. He Wi quite
satirfled that the members could not have made a better selection of
officers, especially in placing Mr Taafe in the position of president,
& porition which he (Mr Carroll) felt sure Mr Tasfe would flt with
ability, he having had a good experience as:a member of another
benefit society, and besides was well deserving of the presidentalip.

In the evening the members of the society and their friends, to
the number of about one huudred, met in the St. Patrick’s Hall fo
calebrate the formation of the socisty in the arthodox Way common ¢o
sll Britons and Irishmen, viz,, a dinper. ’

The hall was nicely decorated with flags, &e., kindly lont by
Messte Jones and Tippetts of the railway department, and the tables
also were prettily furnished with pot plants, se. The eutering for
the dinner was in the hands of Mr Ringwood, of the Provincial Larder,
and the winea were suppliod by Mr 1), M‘Guinness, of Mill's Hotel,
and both gentlemen acquitted themselves admirably. 'The chair was
occupied by the Rev Mather Eeuyer, P.P., supporced on his right by
Mr Tuafe, President of the Christehureh Braneh of the HAQCBS,
and Dr Campbell, madical officer, and oun the left by the Rev. . Father
Chervier, P.P', and Mr Robt. Qarroll (delegate from Dunedin ) TPhe
vige-chairs were occupied by the Rev. Father Le Forrestiers, ¢! O., and
Mr M. Duncan. Grace was said and thanks returned by the Rev.
Father Eeuyer.

On the removal of the cloth,

M: TAs¥E rose to propose the first toast, * Que Holy Father Poje
Pius TX.”

The toast was drunk with the utmost ¢nthusinsm,

The Rev. Father Bovyes responded. Inthe course of his remarks
he mentioned that the present Sovereign Pontif Pius IX. wns the
only ogeupant of the chair of St. Poter who had oceupied the position
for over twemty-five years, Pius IX. having been Pope for twenty-
soven years.

Mr Tad¥m then rose to give * the health of Her Most Grasious
Majesty Queen Victorin.” [Cheers.] As loyal subjects it was thefr
duty unii pleasura alike to henor the Queen and -Royal Fanily,

Cheers.,
[ The toset was drunk with the groatest enthusissm. .

Mr T44¥E then propused the health of +* His Houor the Superin-
tendent and the Exeeutive Couneil,” which was drunk amid cheers,

Song—* The Exile of Erin,” Alr Pope. : -

My Cakgosl then proposed the health of = Kindred Beneflt
Societies,” viz., the Foresters, Oddfellows, and Hibernian Societies.
The toast was also duly responded to. .

Mr ‘Taars responded on behalf of the Kindred Soviekies iu a pithy
speech. ,

P Song~—* The Harp that Ones,” Mr O'Connor. .

Dr. CaMPBELL then gave the toast of “ Prosperity to the Hiber-
nian Auatralasian Catholic Beneit Socisty. He remarked it spoke
volumes for the Catholics of these colonies that they wers able.to
establish so many branches (82) He wished them n hearty susosas,
and that Grod’s blessing would be with them. .

The toast was received with cheers, Mr F. Waber, playing
Patrick’s Duy.” ’

Mr O'Coxxonr responded on behulf of the Ohristclurch branch.
He stated that he hud received a telegram from Mr B, J. Bunny,
secrefary of the Dunedin braneh, asking to be kindly remombered bo
the brethven assembled, He (Mr O'Connor) considered that the
mombers were under obligation to Me Baany, {or the large amount of
information he lad given them neeeasary for tho opening of the
branch.

3fr CamroLT, in veplying on behalf of Mr Bunny, said that this
was the fourth branch of the society opened in New Zealand durving
the lust six montha. When he (Mr Carroll) arrived in Dunedin-from
Melbourne some seven montha ago, he found a fov gentlemen- en-
deavoring to open a branch, They had since succeeded in so doing,
sud the branch was progressing fuverably. - Mr Bunny deserved s
grout denl of credit for haying worked so bard to open the Dunedin
branch, and also for giving instructions for the opening of .other
brunches throughous tlie colony. There was oue thung he could pos
Lelp referring to, that was the great prosperity that had attended the
society since it had been founded, Little did those few gentlomen by
whom it was Hrst established think that in eo short = space of time
g0 many branches with so large a membership would bave been
formed, and great wust bo their gratification at its suceess, e con-
sidered that every branch owed these gentlemen a debt of gratituas,
and the only way in which they could repay them was by being obe-

it e

“dient to, and carrying out serictly, those rules laid down for their use

and benefit. By so doing, and working in harmony as brothers, every
branch would live and flourish. He weuld now conclade by wishing



