
HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFITSOCIETY.
OPBHIN& OP THE CHBISTOHTOCH BBANCHWb give the following report of the opening of theb'ranch of thisfnrbVed^r«c» o

afip°t:9:i.greater portionof wwoh
--

The ceremony of opening a branch of the abovein OhristolmrehMr/rBter
i
ay"2?fc Pat?Ck 8?aU« Barb«*oes street,'at 3S??*l '° dele§at° from the Dunedin Lod^ attendedtoconduct the ceremony,and a goodly number of intending memberswere also .present. The branch having beenduly openid, 40 newmemberswere initiated out of 58 names submittedto the secretarYthe remaining18coming forwardfor initiation next lodge ni<»ht. ThYSdgS")lt"" thß Biad °ac ° f the S° ciety °Pened'WM ""titutedfand the following officers were then appointed, on a ballot to theChnstchurchjbranch of the H.A.C.8.5., viz. MrJam*Taafe j vice-president, Mr Constantino Walsh; treasurer Mr DMcGuraness } secretary,MrE.O'Connor j warden,Mr Martia Dono^hue;guardian, Mr Patrick Pope.

At the conclusion of the business a hearty vote of thanks was?aßß^ T^^Boberfc Oarroll> <*cDunedia delegate, on the motionofMrE. O'ConKob,seconded by MrD. MoG-uinnessMr Cabeollinreturning thanks,stated thathe hadreceived theutmost kindness since his arrival, in Christchurch. He was quite
Isatisfied that the members could not have made a better selection of|officers, especially in placingMr Taafe in the position of presidentaposition -whichhe (Mr Carroll) felt sure Mr Taafe would^fiU with
iability, he having had a good experience as a member of anotherbenefat society, andbesides waa well deserving of the presidentshipId theevening the members of the society and their friends, tothe number of about one hundred,met in the St. Patrick's Hall tocelebrate the formationof the "society iv the orthodox waycommon toallBritons andIrishmen, viz.,a dinner.

The hall was nicely decorated with flags, &c, kindly lent byMessrs Jones andTippettsof the railway department,and the tablesalso were prettily furnished with pot plants, Ac. The Catering forthe dinner was in the handsof MrRingwood,ofthe ProvincialLarderand the wines were supplied by MrD. M'Guinness, of Mill's Hotel'andbothgentlemen acquitted themselves admirably. The chair was"occupied by the Rev Father Ecuyer,P.P.,supported on his right1byMr Taafe, Presidentof theChristchurch Branch of the H.A.CBSand Dr Campbtll, medical officer, andon the left by the Rev. FatherChervier, P.P.,and MrRobt. Carroll (delegate from Dunedin.) Thevice-chairs were occupiedby theRev.Father Le Forrestiere,CC,andMr M.Duncan. Grace was said and thanks returned by the RevFather Ecuyer.
On the removal of the cloth,
Mr Taaeerose topropose the first toast,"Our Holy FatherPoaePius IX." y

The toast was drunk with the utmost enthusiasm.The Rev.FatherEcinrßß responded. Inthe courseof his remarkshe mentioned that the present Sovereign Pontiff Pius IX. was the"only occupant of the chair of St.Peter whohadoccupied thepositionfor over twenty-five years,Pius IX. having been Pope for twenty-
sevenyears. J

MrTaase then rose to give " thehealth of Her Most G-raciousMajesty QueenVictoria." [Cheers.] As loyal subjects it was theirduty and pleasure alike to honor the Queen and -Royal Family[Cheers.] *'
The toast wasdrunk with the greatest enthusiasm.Mr Taafe thenproposedthe health of "' HisHonor the Superin-tendent and the ExecutiveCouncil," which was drunk amid cheersSong—

"
The ExileofErin," MrPope. ■ . '.

Mr Cabeoll then proposed the health of "Kindred BenefitSocieties," viz., the Foresters, Oddfellows, and Hibernian Societies.The toast was also duly respondedto.
MrTaafe respondedon behalf of theKindredSocietiesivapithyspeech.
Song—" The Harp that Once," MrO'Connor.
Dr. Campbellthen gave the toast-of "Prosperity to the Hiber-nian Australasian CaOiolic Benefit Society. He remarked it spokevolumes for the Catholics of these colonies that thej were able,toestablishso many branches (82 ) He wished the;n a hearty success,

and that God's blessing wouldbe with them.
The toast was received with cheers, Mr F. Weber playing "St

Patrick's Day." " ' '
MrO'Connor respondedon behalf of the ChristchiirLili branch.He stated that he had received a telegram from. Mr F. «T. .Bunny,

secretary of the Dunedin branch, asking to be kindly rememberedtothe brethren assembled. Ha (Mr O'Connor) considered that themembers were under obligation to MrBunny, for the large amount of
information he had given them necessary for the opeaiog of the
branch.

Mr Cabeoll,iiv replying on behalf x>£ Mr Bunny, said that this
was the fourth branch of the society opened in New Zealand dmiag
the last six mouths. Wheu ho (Mr Carroll)arrivedinDuuedinfrom
Melbourne some seven mouths ago, he found a fe.v gentlemen-cn-deavoi-ing to open a branch. They had since succeeded inso doing,
and the branch was progressing favorably. ■Mr Bunny deserved a
great deal of credit for baring worked so hard to open the Dunedinbranch, and also for giving instructions for the opening of .other
branches throughout the colony. There was oue thmg he could nothelp referring to, that was the great prosperity that hadattended the
society since ithad been founded. Little didihose few gentlemenby
whom it was first established think that in so short a space of urns
so many branches with so large a membership would have beeuformed, andgreat must bo their gratification at its success. He con-sidered that every branch owed these gentlemen a debt of gratitude,
and the only wayin which they could repay them was by boing obe-
j'dient to,and carryingput strictly, those rules laid down for tlieir use
and benefit. By so doing,and working in harmony a3brothers,every
branch wouldliveand flourish. He would now concludeby wishing

NEW ZEAXAND TABLET. [Saturday,September 20, 1873
pondence on the part of the Agent-General had been coached in
language that should not have been adopted towards, the Govern-
ment. While some members would blame the Agent-General,itshould be remembered that he had had very great difficulties- tocontend against, and besideshad suffered from verysevere illness. Hehopedmembers, would not travel out of the subject beforethem todiscuss the fulfilment by the Agent-General of his duties. TheGovernmentwerequite content to false upon themselves all the res-ponsibility in thematter. The system of the nomination ofimmigrants
tfce Governmentwere desirous of pushing and extending, whileat the
same time the Agent-General wouldhaveto examine nominated immi-
grants as to their fitness. The Government were also intending to
publish apamphlet,in the preparation of which the assistance of thevarious Superintendents would be invited. The pamphlet wouldbecirculated throughout the UnitedKingdom. Regarding the shipping
arrangements, the Government were awareof the loss the Colony had
sustainedby reason of the existence of amonopoly. They were glada local companyhadbeen started,and hoped it weuld succeed. TheGovernment, however,were as much averse to a local as toahomemonopoly, and would endeavor to foster a wholesome competition.
Ministers felt that an advantage would be gained by first-classships
being laid on the line, so that those coming out might convey to theirfriendsat home good impressions,not only of tho Colony,butof thepassage out. The Government felt that they should have the sole
control of the immigration arrangements at home, theProvinces con-tenting themselves with seeing to the immigrants on theirarrival.MrReevea said the occupation clauses of the Bill were such as"would materially interfere with the proper working of the scheme.He wouldaddress himself to the general subject of immigration. Itwasmatterof surprise to him that a discussion on the subject hadbeen delayedso long. The true reason. why the question had been-shirked was because it wasnot the interest of the Government toraiseit, while upon it the remnants of the Opposition were divided. Theinstructions sent home to theAgent-Generalhadnot been actedupon.
The Agent-Generalwasnot the rightman in the right plai-e. He.didnot possess the qualifies necessary for thepost. Undoubtedly he hadhigh integrity, but not the other necessary qualities. Hisown des-
patches(from which MrReeves quoted at length) provedthis. His
utter disregard of the clear,instructions sent home showed an utter
wantof method andbusiness ability. His wantof subordination wasequally clear. Inspiteof the latitude given him,and the deferenceshownhim,he had displayed au utter disregard of his instructions.Hehad received.the most definite instructions, but for many monthstook noaction in these matters. His lack of business ability wasshown in his shipping arrangements. Instead of breaking up the
monopoly (as with thebusiness is handhe could easily havedone), hehad confirmed it. Enumerating the Agent-General's blunders,and
referring to theshortsupply of immigrants,Mr Reeves said a want of
judgment todiscern the difficulty of his work hadbeen conspicuous,
andithadled hini to go in opposition to the wishes and advice of
valuable subordinate agents, andconsequently his own anticipationsof
the result of his labors had not been fulfilled. The conclusion he(Mr Reeves) had arrived at was that the Agent-General should berecalled froaa a position to wliich he should never have -been ap-pointed, and that the business portioa of his duties should beper-
formed by a second ©fficer. While blaming the Agent-General,
he couldnot pass over the responsibility of the GovernmentMinister
for Immigration, who seemed to be totally devoid of all fixedideason the question. At one moment, for instance,he suggested givingfree passages, and at the nest he expressed different opinions.The House had received the announcement that the Colony would
undertake the conduct of immigration, with.pleasure;but the Go-
vernment had allowed the work to slip through their fingers. The
errors of the Agent-General hadbeen tbe cause of Otago taking up
the work again, and of Canterbury following suit. The -system of
free nominated immigration Tvas most desirable. The Colony re-
quired tbe greatest accessions to its population. , He believed thatfree immigration wouldhave to be adopted. If this were done, itwould be well to give the friends of those already in the Colony thepreference. The experienceof Canterbury as to nominatedimmigra-
tion showed the value of the system. The adoption of this, and the
giving of-some aasissance toemigrants before their embarkation,would
turn the tide ofimmigrants to this Colony.

A discussion arose as to whether the debate shouldbe adjourned,
ithaving travelled bovoiid the limits of tho Bill, aud members bein<*
unprepared to discuss the question ofthe Agent-General'sadministra-
tion. The debate was adjourned.

There wasquite a scenein theHouse on tho17th. Mr Stafford
and Mr Fitzherbert spoke most strongly, insistinu on the productionof the suppresseddespatch to Dr Featherston. The Government usedall sorts of excuses, and tried by every meaus to preventhaving toproduceit, evensaying that tho Governo" objected to thatbeing dime.Mr FilzherbPitdenied the right of the Governor, to refuse theproduc-
tion of apaper whichin no way affectedImperial matters. Mr Vogel
threatenedto divide the House on the matter; but the feeling of theHouse was so evidently against him that ho did not divideit. Thedespatch, which bears the Hon Air Pollen's signature, was verystrongly worded. It wus laid on the table.

The Immigration questionis regirded as theprincipal one of thesession, and a test of tho Government'sstability.
KXTNUOIiDIXCr INFLUENCE.

In the Legislative Council the Otago Waste Lands Bill was
thrownout by 25 to 3, the Councilobjecting to the system ofdeferred
payments for laud. C-ipt. Eraser, who introduced the Bill, said he
knewitMould not pass, as ruuholdiug capitalists were soinfluential intho Council, and woulduse allmeans to prevent the poor man from
obtaining land.

The Pope,m a speech on Jlay 26, declaredthat he ever prayedforFrani-e, but that ho would now pray with greater confidence, torthe electionof McMuhon io tho liead of that country was a guaranteeof order and juitico to civilization,which was menaced on 'all sides.
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