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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

IRELAND AS A MISSIONARY NATION.

In mentiouing the fict that at the mid summer term of St. Purrick’s
colleze, Thutles, o nwnber of the ‘tudents ot whom ecelesiastical de.
gress were conferved, wers nominated for fureign missione, o journal
thus allucles to Trelan | asa missio ey nacion :—-But in whatever «lse
Old Irolund hae declined, she main€ains her pre-ciinence as a groat
missionary nation ; the Fuith is hors quick snd fruitful of good
works ne ever. Churches and religious houses of all’ kinds are
amltiplying, and there is no evidence of poverty of any kind in the
offerings that are laid on the altar, They are etill rich enough to
mske great sacrifices for their celigion, and they present the grand
spectacie of & people fast multiplying their Temples as they themsolves
are rapidly declining in numbers. And not only in that respect, but
al3o in ite missionary enterprise, is it distinguished for its Oatholicity.
8till to the most distant parts of the world it is sending forth its chil-
dren to prench the Gospel, :

EDUCATION V. CRIME.
In this age of false notiona, of social quackery, and of superficial
thought, one may find so vast s multitude of popular errors to attack,
that it would be diffcult te select one more especially deserving of
reprobation than another, A vecent address, however, 'of Governor
Heymour, of New York, before the National Prison Reform Congress
of Baltimore, puts us upon the track of one with which we may graple
with entire propriety. In this admirable address oecura the following

Bge i— :

*“In the gocinl edifice pauperism and crime are kike fires, over
kindling in its different parts, which are to be kept under by watch-
fulness and care. If neglected, they burst out into the flames of
anarchy and revolution and sweep away forms of Government.

*“ These enbjects must be studied directly in their moral aspacts,
There is & prevailing idea in our country that the spread of knowledge
will check ctime. No one values lenrning mora than I do, but it is no
epecific for immorality and vice. Without moral and religious train-
iug, it frequently becomes an sid to crime, Hcrence, mechanical skill,
8 knowledge of business affai=s, even the refinements and accompliah-
ments of life are used by offenders agninst law. Knowiedge fights on
both wides in the battle between right and wroug in this ags. The
moat dungerous oriminul is the educated, intellectual violator of the
law, for he has all the resources of art at his command ; the forces of
mechanics, the subtleties of chemistry, the knowledge of man's WAYS
and passions. Learning of itself only changos the aspect of im-
morality.  Virtue is trequently found with the uneducated. Sur~
rounded by glittering objects within their reach, our servant girls
veaist more temptations thun any class in society.™

Wheteupon, the Baltimore * Sun,” nn emi
ond independent paper, remarky ;—

* Gov. Seymour inculeates an important lesson wken he teaches,
that without moral and religious {raining, learning becomes frequently
an aid to erime, Ia this ke will §nd jt eagy to sustain himaelf by the
statistics of erime in all countries. That excellence of mind has po
more to do with morsl worth than it has with benuty of physical pre-
portions is a watter which every map’s daily otservation ought to_be
sufficient to prove.

“ Mr Beeoher, in his lecture on compulsory education, when he
indicated that the education of the brains, as he called it, was the
panacea for all the socinl ille, with the qualification that morality
conld be taught in the schools, exhibited very little respact for the
education and intelligence of those wha heard him. In those Eara-
pean States where education is compulsory, the results as to crime do
not sustain his theories ; and even if morality were one of the common
school branches, i% is most effectually tanght by practical example and
prece{nb. and it cannot be comveyed in * easy leasuns * for young begin-

"ners, like spelling aud reading” .

Agatust these calm und weighty sta*ements we shall have theorigta
objecting only with routine statistics of the illiteracy of eriminals, or
of the majority of them. But these who make up these atatistics with
the view of upholding that pet theory of the influence of illiteracy in
promoting eriminality, mistake, as enthusiosts always do, an incidental
ciroumstance of no material bearing in the case for a fact of primary
significance. 'We admit that criminals are in g groat measureilliterate,
but it was not the wane of literary troining which made them what
they are; for if literary training availed we should have no forgers,
no public speculators, no genteel murderers, no invaders, in high
stations, of the peacs and honor of fumilies ; it was avil associations
(from which ¢ven University men ave not free) ; it was low habits of
life, which, while they eonfined them to the gocieby of other crimingls,
withheld them from wll desire, or perhaps from all opportunity of
acguiring knowledge ; it wus intemperanee, agninst which the highest
cultivation is no bucrier; it was tle absence of all moral restraint at
home or elsewhere, It is one of these causes, or a combination of
them, or cauzes ot a like character, which operate in recruiting the
criminal class. It is not the luck of rudimentary knowledge, ns
claimed by the theorists (public schion] mer), which poisons the con.
science of a man, and makes him who would otherwise have been o
good citizen a eriminal,

The most eultivated of the ancient nations were given up to sensu.
ality, cruelty aud selfishness, and the inuet caltivated people of modern
times, without God and without roligion, as the ancients were, will
commit the like excesses; wilnesy the atheists of the first French
Revolution and of the more recent Paris Commune, whoss lesders and
maoy of whose tools were nien of culture, and the great mass of whom
wersa at least possessed of an os'diuary edecation,

The illiterate class of any nation, if it be governed by moral ideas
does not suflfer in virtue from the lack of educetion. Individuals may
be met with, even in this generally educated eountry (the civilizatios af
which, by the bye, is fust undergoing a dry rot) whose humanity, ten-
derness and integrity are conspicugus, though they may not know a
lotter of the alphabet. If ignorance were necessarily allied to orime,

this Jarge number of persoxs should be ocoupants of the jails and
penitentiaries of the land.

nently just, couservative, .

11

Burrounded as we are, here, by influences that in past yoars have
educated nations and peoples, living in a country where edueation is a
requisite in the political and social order, and t4 o great degrae, in the
moral order, also, let us never be drawn by a zeal for the canse we
love, inlo funtastic and dangerous theories. Education has its proper
pluce, and moruls have theirs. But the firmer can nsver *ubstitute
the latter.  Let us never be 80 base as to assooiate the ignorance of the
virtuous poor with eriminality, in any degree. If education and not
morals were to make a man virtuous, the Divine Founder of ous
religion would never have sslected ignorant fshermen as the world's
Apostles.~' Georgetown College Journal.!
..., AN Omp THEORY DEMOLISHED.—It has always been supposed that
illiteracy aud crime went together, bus statistics gathered from the
official report upon the condition of the Blackwell's Tsland Peonitentiary
show a different result, The great majority of those confined in that
institution during the past year were not illiterate persons. The total
humber of committals during the Year was 2100, Out of this aggre.
gate, no lees than 16523 could read and rwrite well; 119 were sble to
read and write' imperfestly ; and only 467 were entirely uneducated,
Thut is to eny, fifieen out of twenty criminals who were sent to the
peuitentiary from New York for offences sgainet property or persons
had received an educational training suflicient to lift them, if they had

been inelined to be so lifted, into the ranks of the honeat and intell-
gent workers.

AMERICA AND NEW ZEALAND CONTRASTED.
(Auckland News.) ‘

It is a frequent Emtm with some colonists to disparage New Zealand,
and loudly sound the praises of the * Great Republic.,” Those fail-
ing to succeed here imagine that, were they to reach the United
States, they wounld find everything to their satisfaction. The land
would be far superior to that of this colony ; the climate would be ali
they could desire; and, in short, that there they would find every-
thing which wonld be conducive to their mater; prosperity. A few
yeara ago eoversl eettlors left this colony for America, in the hope of
bettering their condition; and others, amongst them the lste My
Young, of the Grange, visited the agricultural districts of the States
for the purpose of selecting & suitable place, should they find the
rospects of success in America so much better than in New Zealand.
gt[r Young returned mote satisfied with Aunckland than he had
formerly been. The best portions of California he found inferior to
many districts of this province, and others who hastily left Auckland
for America have since lived to regret their choice, The following
extracts are portions of a private letter received by a gentlgman in
town from a rolutive who left ihis district and went to Amoerica o fow
yeara ago. They show plainly that the best land in America is inferior
ko the land here, cither for farming or grazing purposes, and that the
much vaunted prairie lands de not deserve the high eharacter they
have received. It will also be acon that Auckland has elimatic
sdvantages far superir to anything the writer has met with in
America. The letter was written in April last from Olympia in
Washington Territory, on the west cost: of the Unitod States, ‘The
writer aays:—* Having spent some time this winter in looking for land, I
am now sble to give you a bettor description of the country than I
was able to do before. The greater part of the land in Washington
territory is very heavily timbered. You can find more heavy timber
growing here upon oue acre than you can on the szme area of land in
any other part of the world. The soil is very poor in general. Thera
is very little zood land ; but you can find patches of good land along
the creek and river bottoms.” The prairie land has gravelly soil.
It is of no use for farming, and of very littls use for grazing. There
is good gruss growing on the praivies before thay are stocked, but
when they are stocked with cattle or sheep the grass dies out. Thera
were a few pood prairies with pretty good land, bit they were of small
extent, and have been taken up some time ago. They were covered
with lern before they were taken up. Whore I was looking for land
this winter is the best land in the territory west of the Cascade Range.
The Cascade Range is a continnation of the Sierrr. Nevada that rans
through Califoruia. The beat land here is on the creck and river
bottoms, and i3 covered with timber, not pine timber, but maple, alder,
and nsh.  'Tha pine land is of na value for furming purposes, There
are pleces to take up wifh very fine timbor upon thuem, but they are
being fast tuken up. In a few years all the good farming land will
be taken up,  Where I was looking for lend this winter is
called the best grazing land west of Cascade Range. There iz very
little timber upon it, but it is situnted too far from market to grow
grain profitaly. The climate is not very cold. There is not much
frost and enow, but the winters nre very wet, The stock live here
throughout the winter without beins Nonsed. The summers ara
very fine, but there is often frost late 1 the spring thit does o great
deal of harm to the craps. The climate of British Columbin {3 about
the same as it is here. Thera is o railroad being built through
Washington Tervitory. It 's a continental rolrond, and the terminas
is not far from here,  This line will be abrut 2,000 wmiles long. The
Government gave the Company every other section of Jand for 30
miles back ou each side of the road, fo help to have it built. Phe
Government Isnd on each side of the line of the ruilroad is open for
settlement, You can take up, under the Homestead Act, 80 acres or
re-empt 160 acres. Anyono taking up a homestead has to live on it
E)r five years before getting the title, which will cost him about £3 for
fees, the Government giving the land. You can pre-empt 160 acres
by paying 2% dollars (10s) per acre, and living on it six months, after
which you can get the title to it, The railrond ocompany sell their
land at from 2 to 10 dollars per acre, Qutside the railroad limits you
oun homestead 160 acres by living on it for five Yoars, and paying
15 dollars (£3.) for fees ; or you can pre-empt 160 acres by paying
1} dollars (5s.) per acre. The Government of the United Statos do
not sllow the monopelist to buy up all the Government lund ag they
doin New Zealand. The largest quantity one can buy here is 160 atres,
The Northern Prcific Railrond goes through the Territories of Wash-
ington, Idaho, Montana, and LUakots, aud the State of Minnesots.



