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NEW  ZEALAND TABLET:

Sermons, leciures, and speaches on this subject sre the order of the
day. The newspapers are oblized st last to refuso admission to the
correspondence, which is therefore carried on as advertisements. , ,
The Catholics, meantime, prescrve a dignified silence, and if they can
only continue proof against the ineults and contumely heaped upon
their religion, they will rise immensoly in the estimation of all who
look with concern st this uprising of & narrow bigotry.” He then
shows that this unhealthy agitation is being * revived for parely politis
o8l purposes by a fow knowing individuals here.” Onae point is worthy
of epecial mention. * Amid the united band who are devoting their
best energies to the creation of discord between their own flocks nnd
the Roman Catholie friends with whom they have bitherto and for so
many yeard jived in peace and amity, I should,” he writes, * add thst
the Presbyterian ministers, and notably the Rev Mr Broce, their
Moderator, havo kept aloof from this controversy; which attacks not

80 much the doctrine as the character und morals of the whole Catho-
lic community.”

IMMIGRATION,
[We cotjltinue Me O'Rorke’s lotter' of Febraary last to Dr Feathei-
ston :—

It ie the opinion of the Government that this number of imimi-
grants is absolutely required to save the scheme of Public Works
from jeopardy during the year. Increased oxortions on your part are
indispensable to enable the Colony to meet the demands on the labaus
market, not only on accouxst of public works, but also to enabie the
ordinary agricultural and pastoral pursuits of settlers to be carried on
with reasonable prospeets of sucoess,

Turning to another subject, I obgerve by the accounts you
recentlv furnished to the Treasury, that youw have increased the salury
of Messrs Birch, Farnall, und Seaton, from 18s per diewm to £700 per
anpum, You have not favoured the Government with any explana-
tion of your rerson for doing so, and in addition to this, you have
granted back pay to these gentlemen from their arrival in England, to
the following amounts : - To Mr Birch, £175 11a1d: to Mr Beaton,
£170 18+ 8d ; to Mr Farnall, £114 5y 6d.

In the absence of any explanation from you of the rensons for
more than doubling their originsl salavies and grantinr this buek-pay,
F'can otly eay that these increases of pay are unsatisfactory to the
Qovernment, and are aure to be so 10 the House of Represontatires.
These gentlomen went homo, as L understand it, primarily on private
business, with a recommendation. that you should avail yoursel! of
thoir services during a temporary stuy in the United Kiugsom. Any
obligstion that may have been incurred by the Government in re-
commending, and by you in employing them, has, in the opinion of
the Goverramont, been now fulfilled, and the Governmont dovolves
upon you the responsibility of enying. whother you consider the ser-
vices of these gontlemen as emigration agents should be retained.
Balaries of £700 per aonum will not be passed. If you desire to ro-
tain their services at the salaries you oviginally fxed, and report from
time {0 time the results of those services, the Gorvernment, if satisfiad
with the benefits accruing to the Colony from their exertions, would
aot decline to listen tv recommendations bnsed on tho advantages
wbtained,

If thess pentlemon are engaged in any important scheme of
smigration, us I learn from His Honor the Superintendent of Aumck.
land Mr Farnull is at present, and of which I have advised you by this
mail, I do not desire that he or any of them should be stopped short
in: accomplishing their respective objects, if, in your opinion, they are
likely to succeed. What the Government desires is, that their Agent-
Geueral should benr the whole reponmbility of the conduct of immi-
gration, leaving to him the power of appointing or removing sub-
agents. Haluries of £300 a year and upwards should reeeive the
sanction of the Government.

Mr O'Rotke writing by the same mail, says :—Herewith is for-
warded report of the Immigration Commiseioners npon the ship
* Glenlora,” which ship arrived at Wellington upon the L1th March,
1873 ; alwo the roport of the proceedings in the Resident Magietrate's
Court upon the prosecution inatituted against the ship by the Ewmigra-
tion Odticer under “ The Passengers Act, 1855," which vesulted in the
eaptnin being umerced in o fine of £25, with costs, in each case,

These enelosureg apeak for themselves; and it is only necessury
that I should ndd that it is anything but satisfactory to the Grovern-
*oent to find that the repeated remonstrauce of Mr Waterhiougse and
mysell, with regard to the inefficient inspection of ships and seleetion
of emigrunts, ave -0t only not attended to, but seem not to be con-
sidered worthy of notice in yonr correspondence.

Dr FEATREBETON, in replying to Mr O’Rorke says :—

‘Lhe Grove:nment seem to be under the impression that Measrs.
Brogden’s emigrasion was sn aid and aesistunce to me, whareas it
a3 it point of fuct & serious hindrunce to the conduct of emigration
by the Government. The Messrs. Brogden were formiduble voupeti-
tors with me in the feid of emigrasion, for the terms which they
offered were such as I should not have been justified in offering on the
part of the Grovernment,  Emigrants huaviag she terms oifered by the
Messrs. Brogden, naturally declined to nceept the iower terms offered

by the Government. I was so fully conaions of the disudvantage
under which the Government wus laboring by this competition that [
Placed the services of my whole staff nt the dispossl of Messrs. Brog-
den, with a view of enabling them 10 cemplete the contract for the
despateh of 2,000 emigrants within the shorbest possible period,
more eepecially as I was awnre that it wae sbaolutely essential for
the construction of reilways in contemiplation that a lurge proportion
of the erigrants should be of the cluss known we “navvies” It is
scarcely fair, therefore, on the part of the Government to deduct
feom the numbor of emigrants sent out by me those known as
* Biogden’s men.”

In consequence of the representations made to me by the Grene-
ral Government, that they were alraid I was starving ewigrution by
not offering sufliciently liberal terms, aud that, provided population

their positive instrucfions that I stiould diak'd' the ferms as libaral s’
those offered by any sther Government, I véry unadvisedly offered not
only fres passages so far as money payments were eoncernsd, but to
abolish the aystem of promissory notes ultozether. 1 had no sooner
promuigated these new regulutions {on the 10th March) than I per.
ceived that I had committed » grave blunder, and at onee (on the 17th
concelled them, intimating st the smme time to the sub-agents that al
promises made under these ill-advised regulations would be faithfully’
fulfilled 4 for I had no soaner abolished the systet of promissory notes
than I felt I had ecriously compromised the Government, both in
regard to past snd existing omigration contracts, For instance, the
Messrs. Brogden might have rensounbly complained' that while they
had boen called upon to give their own promissory notes at the rate of
£10 per udylt on all emigrants introduced by them, emigrants were
being introduced without beimg required-to pay any part of their
pasange money, or to give any promissory notes. The parties with
whom T have contracts for the introduetion of Gtermans, and Scandin-
avinns would have had an equal right to make w similar compluint.
And further, it would have rendered it difflcult for the Grovernment to’
collect the promissory notes alraudy given to emigrants. [ may add
thatjudging from my own experience, emigraiits a8 a rule do not objeot
to givo promissory notes in payment of their passage monoy. I there-
fore, for these reasons, admitting the blunder I had made, withdrew
the regulations of the 10th Mdrch, and substituted these of 17th, of
which you have already received a copy. The Hon. Mr O"Rorke will
find by u veturn forwarded to the Goovernment that his complaint with
respect o the nen-appointinent of agents, aud the inadequacy of the
advertisements in the newspapers of the South of Ireland (in thejustice
of which I guite concur,} has now been remodied. At the sume time,
I wust repeat that I am not responsible for the actions 6f peripatetic
agnta‘sent home by the Bovermuent,in whose appiintment I, have
been allawed no vaice, and who usnally act in defiance'of ‘my instrac-
ions. I would in conclusion add, that being now in = position to
Judge of the feture proapects of emigration in this country, I db not
for one moment share the gloomy anticipations which are constantly
being put forth by a section of the Colonial press, and which appese to
have somewhat alarmed the Grovernment. '

W3 republish from the ¢ Thames Advertiser® the following article on
the administration, or more properly the want of administration, of-
Tmmigration, The length of the article is enough to defer muny on
gluncing at it to pues it unread, but it is certainly worthy of perueal ~—=

* Tt is to be hoped that befors'the present session is brought to.a
close some Jeading member of the House will endeavour to raise a
distinot jssue on the general administrative ability of the present
Ministry, and more particularly as regards the reckless mantier in
which the immigration portion of their policy has been carried out.
It may be, as our Wellington correspondent has told ua that *the
Minietry are strong, snd they know it, and the Opposition are wenak,
and they know it,"” and that there would consequently be littls hope
of earrying an hostile motion against the present occupants of the
Trensury benches ; but the discussion which would be ruised by such
a motion might lead to great good ultimately, because it would.be the
means of drawing publis attention to s matter which will not bear the
light of publicity, Itis now time the immigration depavtment began
ta show something like business order and method in carrying out of
2 most important work, for there has been ample time to gain expe-
vience, and abundance of public money wasted in the purchasing of
that expurience. [t has indeed been danrly bought by this colony, for
we have had three yesrs of the most complete chaos, and yet vo
attempt appears to have been made to reasen the departinenr from
disorder, or to determine the exact position and powers of the Agent-
Greneral ; nor has any arnwet effort been put torch to amend the work-
ing of she administrative machinery, so that it might be made raore
useful and less expensive. We all know that during the past year
there has been n great poblic outery againat immigration, and
especinily sgainet the class of immigrants sent out nad the character
of veasels which wero emaployed for the purpose of briuging passengers
from Hoglund ; and this sgitation was spparently nos without good
cause.

* The whols story of the blugdering snd muddling of immigration
mutters 19 told in the eorrespondence between the Agent-General und
the Grovernent, which Lus been printed sud presented to the Assem«
bly. There are two sets of papers—the one containing letrers from
the Agent-General, the other containiug letters amd memoranda to Thr
Featherston ; and elthoagh us . general rule, state papers und otfcigl
despatohes are exceedingly henvy reading, the papers bufore us are
weoll worth perasing, as tliey are mwde readuble by a libcral sprivk-
ling of personalities, and an iatecchuvge of polite snuba between o
servant and his mosters-—between Ur Featherston and the Govern-
ment. Lhe Agent-General does not hesitate to tell the Ministry that
they have meddled anid mud-lled, snd boldly asserts that they bave
plunged the Colony into a serious unnusl sxpenditure which is * wholly
unnecessary,” whilst thev give such contradictory orders, and show
such ignorance of proviots mastructions, that it is impossible t undep-
stand the mind of the Governinent. Un the othey hand Mr O'Rorke
declavred that the actien of the Agent-Greneral has not met with the
approval of the Jdovernment, and then in several letsers he provesds tor
defend the Mimstry against the attucks of the Agent-General, and
declares that ¢ I, is not un urdinary state of affuirs for a Government
to huve to defend itself from the attacks of i1ts pwn officers; .bub seeiug
that you take credit to yourself for whatever is economieal, in the con-
duct of your agency, whilst you attribute all its waste and extrava-
ganee to the Government, it is right to eonsider wl;.ether your
apportionment of praise and blame is correct.” Mr Q'Rorke then
discusses the several appeintments that have been made by the
Government, and declares thut Dr Featherston had full power to
dispense with the services of the men who were * wholly unnecessary,’
and be ulio draws attention to the manner in which the Agent-Greueral

hus set aside definite instructions with respect to the introduction of the.
small farmer oluss of immmigrauts for settlement ou the confiscated

eould be poursd in, the eost was of sesondary importance, and likewise | lands, Thore has yet been 1o time fox an nnswer from Dr Foatherston



