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tion in order to preserve the faith of their children. Per-
sonflly, we have not the least desire to see any more
Irish Catholics come to this country ; we should prefer to ses
them remain in their native land, where their faith and that
of their-children will be safe. Aud if we have raised our
voice in reference to this subject, it has not been through any
desire for Irish and Catholic immigrants, but in consequenca
of the natarsl and reasonable indignation that arose from
beholding the perpetration of a grievous and insulting injus-
tice. Moreover, we =spoke as colonists anxious for the
prosperity of the Colony.

WEEKLY EPITOME.

THE expenditure of the proposed Auckland mil'ion loan, the ‘Southern
Cross’ says, would be as followa :—For the purchase of native lands,
£180,000 ; Immigration, £200,000; eschools and school-houses,
£30,000 ; harbour improvements, Test (“omst, £20,000; gnols, hos-
pitals, asylums, £30,000 ; railways, iocluding a railway to the Thames
from Waikato, £540,000. ¢ There can, says the ‘Cross,” be no doubt
but that the several objects here mentioned, if properly carried out,
would confer great advantases upon this province, and would far
more than counterbalance the additional barden which the interest of
another million wounld lay us under for some time to come. The great
desideratum of the colony is immigration, and the province of Anck-
land more especinlly stands in need of increased population as &
guarantee of future progress and prosperity. In the same view, the
more rapid olienation of native lands for purposes of settlement is
ossential to the peace and security of the couniry. If money can be
obtained for these objects on equitable terms, we see no good reason
for discouraging the proposition a8 & whole,”

Dxr. Frarunpatox's affectionate solicitude for the interests of
Shaw, Saville, aud Co. (remarks the ‘Post’) is really touching, From
some additional telegraphic correspondence laid on the table on the
5th inet., we find that on the 4th of January Mesars. Vogel and Bey-
nolds telegraphed to him from Melbourne, “ Do not remew Saville’s
contract without =xpress authority.” To this De. Featherston on the
10th Fanaavy replied, pathetieally protesting againat these instructions
by saying, “ Don't imperil thousands® lives intrusting service inexperi-
‘enged hands.” The anxiety was, we funcy, as much ou the probable
loss of thousands of pounds to Shaw, 8aville, and Co., 83 the proba-
bility of any lives being lost in ships flying a different house-flag. At
“any rate, it is.a pity the ssme anxiety was not shown for the lives of
the children on gonrd the Bebiogton, whose deaths, according to the
evidence, might in all human probability have been averted had there
})een on board & proper supply of farinnceous food and medical com-

orfa.

IF the statement of the Wellington correspondent of the ¢ Daily
'Limes * beanything like correct, the National Ba k stands a chance of
getting the Governmeut sccount. After referring to the petition
presented againet the name of the Bank, he goes on to say—*“In
tact, the Bank of New Zealand is evidently not very much in favor
with the House, and especially with the Auchland members. A
motion of Mr Swanson’s, for the production of some correspondence
with the Bank ou the subject of the public sccount, gove rise to a
good deal of talk the other night, in which many members pretty
frecly expressed an opinion that the Bunk was nsing the Colony as a
kind of mileh cow, aud the Groverument was biamed for allowing such
large sums to be extracted from it on varicus pretences. T should not
be surprised if an effort was mnade soon to get the public aceount
transferred to some other bunk.”

Now that so mueh attention is being given to the undeveloped
coal fields of the Colony, it may be interesting to meution that a re-
turn laid on the table of the Iouse of Representatives shows the
tolal import of coal during the past three years to be: 1871, 93,048
tons ; 1872, 83,815 tons; 1873, 108,528 tons, tho year ending on June
30, in each case.

A QUESTION has been put to us (* Southern Cross') which has ‘s
meaning we are not in a position to answer. Tt has, however, an
tmportant bearing. 'We are asked whether bogs, und, too often, girls,
cmployed af various flaxmills in the provinee, are pernitted to enter
mnto engagements of themselves, und without any sort of Government
supervision. It is said that many of these lads so engaged sre greatly
ovorworked as to hoursy that they are very roughly housed, and
sometimes not too well fed.  The larger proportion are stated to be

purentless und without education. As may be expected, at somos of the
mills no attention is puid to the morals of thoe youths, and no check is
placed on their indulgence in foul language, their proclivities to pilfer,
to emoke, or to drink. In fuct, that beyond the work that can be gat
of thew they ave in no way cared fo. The subject is really a serious
oue, and if only a very small part of what i3 atated be true, legislation
must be invoked to denl with so great a social evil before it begins to
fester and spread.

A7 the Cutholic Chnreh, Grahsmstown, on the Sunday after his
arvival, and, at the conclusion of wmorning mass, Father Norris was
prosented with an address of weleome prepared by Mise Margaret
MoSweeney, on behulf of the Cuthiolies of the Thames. The Church

was crowded to tho door. Father Norris, in reply to Miss McSweeney,
said he felt deeply grateful for the kindly feeling displayed towards
him in the address. They had couched their welcome in terms of
groat respect, and he sek down that welcome as being far greater than
anylhing which he could merit. There were two things which
especially pleased him. The fivst the truly Catholic spivit and warm feel.
g that was prevalent amongst them, and which found expression in
many ways; and the second wss the great vare whieh he found had
been bestowed upon the young, in the way of Sunday Schools, and in
other directions. It waa right that eare should be taken of the young.
He (Father Norris) could not conclude without onee more thanking
his friends for their address and the trusting love and confidence
expressed therein.

Tax Auckland ©Evening Star,” Writiig on the relutions of the
Apent-General with the Grovernment, profesees to be at a loss which
most to admire—his infinite impudence, or the.extreme coolness with
which the Government tolerate his- continnance in office and his
astounding cffrontery. The Dunedin ‘8tar’ remarks the same qife's-
tion mmat.suggest itself to the minds of -all who fend the immigration
-correspondence, : st '

Tog ‘Hawke's Bay Herald® says that-Hawke's Bay is kept back
in every‘way by.want of labor | settlera'and otliers have made arrange.
ments, relying upon the promises of the Agent-Glensral, and have
surely some right'to ask why those promises have viot-besn fulfiiled.

A. CORERESFONDENT draws atiention to the fact that though Dr
Featherston has advertised in 47 'Eunglish, aad Sdottish papers for
domostic servauts, he has not advertised in a single Irish paper for
them. It may be of interest to mention in tonnéction with this fact,
that at Wellington, it i complained that the present imamigration
aystem is an ufter failure as regards the want of female servants, sither
in'town or coutitry. A considerable number of girls are sadt onf, but
the bulk of them ave of & eluss guite unfit to be admitted into
respectable houses. At Timara, “ That domestie crgaturs, maid-of-sll-
work, is just now at a very high premiam, in faét being well nigh
ur:purchasesbles ’ L

Tae ‘ Hawke's' Bay Heruld’ remarks :—Mr Steiford has retirsd
from the Lesdership of the Oppositio.. 8o yesterday's telegrams
informed us, In this morning's'news it is hinted that Mr Fitzherbert
may take the coveted position. This is rather an unkind cut to Mr
Vogel, if true, sceing that the latter haa so thoroughly met the views
of the former in the matter of o Provincial lcan. Mr Stafford’s retive-
ment will, we think, be regretted on all hands.

Tae number of immigrants nomirated ih Canterbury during the
last foar weeks, is said to be-nédarly 800. No doubt Dr Fentherston,
with his characteristic coolnes, will in some future despatch elaim
eredit for gotting them.

FroM a Parlismentary paper, it appears that the fotal amount of
the contracts taken for the comstruction of railways, is £1,136,450
14s 6d, divided amongst the Provinces as follows :—Aunckland,
£229,889 25; Hawko's Bay, £49,345; Wellington, £49,918 1s 64;
Taranaki, £41,000—Total, Nerth Islind, £370,182 3s 6d. Otago,
£474.627 ils 11d ; Cantdebiury, 147,109 17s; Cruterbury and Otago
half each, Waitaki bridge, £28,064 168 8d ; Marlborough, £80,309;
Neleon, £11,889 6s 4d; Oounty Weatlund, £24,167 19 1d—Total
Middle Teland, £766,268 1ls.

Tax Government, it is veported, intend to legislate duringthe
session for the inspection of steamers, and to prevent them ‘brerload-
ing snd being sharthanded or insufficiently ballasted.

THE * Waikato Times ' writes :—To overcome the native difficulty
is the question of all others that interests tho settlors in this’ district.
By our telegraphic columns it witl be seen that it iy proposed by the
Governmesant to appoint native councils. We sagpested some months
buck that this step weuld be politie, for the reason that it would go
far to convince the netives that there wus no intention either on the
purt of the Government ov of individuals, to juggle them out of their
land, * % % % There nesd be no fuar that thesa couucils will aot
for uny length of time as impediments to the acqnisition of land. The
natives huve become accustomed to European luxurivs, and to a
greuter extent unaccustomed to work or to live less luxuriously thun
temporary necessity compels. No matter how opposed some of the
chiafs may be to the disposal of lsnd, their followers will force them to
yield. A native, as a rule, does not lonk beyond to-day ; if he can get
whab gratifivs his passions for the time being, he is quite willing to
leave the future to chance. It will, of course, be the duty of the legis.
lature, as has hitherto been the case, to moke sufficient lund inslienable
to support the nativea if disposed to work. W anticipate good results
from the bill, of whicl, however we have only & meagre sketeh,

A NAPIER exchange thus writes upon the sale of adniternted i1
toxicating drinks :—Wo maintain that the Grovermment is s much
boand to protectthe public in the matter of alcoliohe deinks us it is ine
the weights and measures of groceries snd bread ; and this being
granted, so long as the Grovernment neglects taking wsasures to en-
gure the retuling of harmlesaly-adulterated aloohol, so long is ib ve-
sponsible for the disastrous consequences resuiting from tae sale of
poisonous drinks.

Tae Auchlund Weekly * News,” says. :—Some twelve years ago My
Richard Hudson felt himself in that posmtion which many huve been
in, that of being unuble to meet his engagements with his creditors,
Ho acted differently, however, thun the majority do under such circuni-)
stunces. Jfastend ol talking the protection of the bunkruptey laws,
which ender noy circumstances is quessionable honesty, Mr Hudson
resoived thut, with time given him, ho would do his urmost to pay all
his just and lawful debts. Since that time he has paid some £750 ous-
standing debts, and his creditors are so woll satisfied with such rare
honesty that they have presentad him with 2 besutiful time-piece and
a hundsome gold ring, as some murk of their esteem, My Hudsen
ackuowledges the compliment paid him in the following terms :— To
Mesara. Thomas Cheesemian, Joseph Newman, and the subscribera to
R. Hadson’s Testimonial Fund.—Gentlemen,—Permit me to thank
you wmost sincerely for the elogant testimmonial you have thought proper
to present me with in acknowledgment of the liguidacion by ms of

artain old obligations incurrsd about twelve years agc. When I was
first asked to give my counsent to such a proposal, I rerlied that on two
grounds I shonld be happy to do so. The first—That to all future
generations of my family’s name such an hewrloom might descend 2a a
worthy mheritance and memouto of past times. And second—That
pessibly sone good might result publicly in the way of imitation. For-
it cannot be eateemed a light thing for any individual or community
to be possessed with the conscientious principle that debts, like other
dnties, are saered things, to be fulfilled and discharged whene.ver
viroumatances permit, the benefis of the Act to the contrary notwith-
standing. Trusting thut such ends may be snswored by an action
which las given me great pleasure to perform, and agaiu thanking you
for your kind apprecistion,—I redaiu, gentlemen, your obedient
servant, RICHARD Hubpson,”



