
The Auckland '.Evening Star,' writing on the relations of the
Agent-General with the Government,professes to beat a loss' which
mostto admire—his infinite impudence,or the.extreme coolness with
which the Government

'
tolerate his- continuance in office and nis

astounding effrontery. The Dunedin'Star
'

remarks the same qi/es-
tion'must'suggest'itself to theminds of all whoread the immigration
correspondence. ■ < "

"Thb 'Hawke's BayHerald' says that'Hawke'sBay iskept back
inevery:wayby. wantoflabor " settlers and othershave'made arrange*
ments, relying upon the promises of the Agent-General, and hard
surely some righttoask why thosepromiseshaveriot been fulfilled.

A correspondent draws attention to the fact that though Dr
Featherston has advertised in 47 'English, and Scottish .papers for
domestic servants, he has not advertised in asingle Irish paper for
them. Itmaybeof interest to mention in connection with this fact,
that at Wellington, it is complained that the present immigration
system is anutter failure as regards the wantoffemaleservants,cither
in townorcountry. A considerable number of girls are sent out*,But
the bulk of them are of a class quite unfit to be admitted into
respectablehouses. At Timaru, "That domestic creature,maid-of-all-
work, is just now at a very high premium, in fact being well nigh
unpurchaseable"

Thb 'Hawke's'Bay Herald
'

remarks:
—

Mr Staffordhas retired
from tho Leadership 'of the Opposition. So yesterday's telegrams
informedus. Inthis morning'snewsitis hinted that MrFitzherbert
may take the covetedposition. This io rather an nnkindcut to Mr
Ycgel,if true, seeing that the latter has so thoroughly met the views
of the formerin the master of aProvincial loan. Mr Stafford'sretire-
ment will, we think, be regrettedonallhands.

The number of immigrants nominated in Canterburyduring the
last four weeks, is said to be-nearly 600. No doubt Dr Featherston,
with his characteristic coolness, will in dome future despatch claim
credit for getting them.

From aParliamentarypaper,itappears that the total amount of
the contracts taken for the construction of railways, is £1,136,450
14s 6d, divided amongst the Provinces as follows:

—
Auckland,

£229,889 2s; Hawko's Bay, £49,345 j Wellington, £49,918 Is 6d;
Taranaki, £41,000— Total, North Island, £370,182 3s 6d. Otago.
£474,627 Us lid;Canterbury, 147,109 17s; Canterbury and Otago
half each, Waitaki bridge, £28,064 16s 8d;Marlborough, £80,309 ;
Nelson, £11,989 6s 4d;County Westland, £24,167 193 Id— Total
MiddleIsland, £766,268 lls.

The Government, itis reported, intend to legislate during the
session for the inspection ofsteamers, and to prevent them'overload-
ing and being shorthandedorinsufficiently ballasted.

The "Waikato Times
'

writes:
—

To overcome thenativedifficulty
is the question of all others that interests the settlers in this1 district.
By our telegraphic columns it will beseen that it is proposedby thn
Government to appointnative councils. We suggested somemonthi
back that this step would be politic, for the reason that it wouldgo
far to convince the natives that there wasno intention either on tho
part ofthe Government or of individuals, to juggle them out oftheir
land. * * * * There needbo no fear that these couueils will act
for any length of time as impedimentsto the acquisition ofland. The
natives have become accustomed to European luxuries, and to a
greater extent unaccustomed to work or to live less luxuriously than
temporary necessity compels. No matter how opposed someof the
chiefs may be to the disposalofland, theirfollowers will force them to
yield. A native,as a rule, does not look beyond to-day;if lie can get
whatgratifieshis passions for the time being, he is quite willing to
leave the future tochance. Itwill, ofcourse,be the duty of the legis-
lature, ashas hitherto been thecase, tomake sufficient land inalienable
to support the nativesif disposedto work. Woanticipate goodresults
from thebill, of which,however we haveonly a meagre sketch.

A Napiebexchange thus writesupon the sale of adulteratedii-
toxicatingdrinks:— Wo maintain that tho Government is as much
bound to protectthepublic in thematter ofalcoholic drinks as it is in-
the weights and measures of groceries and bread;and this being
granted, so long as the Governmentneglects taking measures to en-
sure the retailingof harmlessly-adulteratedalcohol, so long is it re-
sponsible for the disastrous consequences resulting from the sale of
poisonous drinks.

The Auckland Weekly
'
News/says.:

—
Some twelve years agoMr

Richard Hudson felt himself in thatposition which many have been
in, thatof boing unable tomeet his engagements with his creditor*.
He acted differently,however, thanthe majority do under such circum- 1*
stances. Instead of taking tho protection of the bankruptcy laws,
whichunder any circumstances is questionable honesty,MrHudson
resolved that, with time given him, he would do his utmost topay all
his just audlawful debts. Since that time he has paid some£750 out-
standing debts, aud his creditors are so well satisfied withsuch rare
honesty that they havepresentsdhim witha beautiful time-piece and
ahandsome gold ring, as some mark of their estoein. Mr Hudson
acknowledges the compliment paidhim in the following terms :—":

— " To
Messrs. Thomas Cheeseman, JosephNewman, and the subscribers to
B. Hudson's Testimonial Fund.

—
Gentlemen,— Permit mo to thank

you most sincerely for the elegant testimonial youhave thought proper
topresent me with in acknowledgment ofthe liquidationby ma of
cjrtain old obligations incurredabout twelve yearsage. WhenIwas
first asked togive my consent to such aproposal,Ireplied that on two
groundsIshould be happy to do so. The first— That to all future
generations of my family'sname suoh anheirloom might descend as a
worthy inheritance and memento ofpast times. And second

—
That

possibly some good mightresultpublicly in the wayofimitation. For-
it cannot be esteemed a light thing for any individualor community
tobe possessed with the conscientious principle that debts, like other
duties, are sacred things, to be fulfilled and discharged whenever
circumstances permit, the benefit of the Act to the contrary notwith-
standing. Trusting that sucb ends may be answered by an action
which has given me greatpleasure to perform,andagaiu thanking you
for your kind appreciation,

—
Iremain, gentlemen, your obedient

servant, Richard Hudson."
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tion inorder to preserve the faith of their children. Per-
sonally, we have not the least desire to see any.more
trish Catholics come to this country;we should prefer to see
themremain in their native land,vrhere their faith and that
of their children will be safe. And if we have raisedour
voice in reference to thissubject, it has notbeen through any
desire for Irish and Catholic immigrants, but in consequence
of the natural and reasonable indignation that arose from
beholding the perpetration of agrievous andinsultinginjus-
tice. Moreover, we spoke as colonists anxious for the
prosperity of theColony.

WEEKLY EPITOME.
The expenditureoftheproposedAuckland milHon loan, tha 'Southern
Cross' says, wouldhe as follows :— For the purchase of native lands,
£180,000; immigration, £200,000; schools and school-houses,
£30,000 ;harbour improvements, East Toast, £20,000 ; gaols, hos-
pitals, asylums, £30,000 ;railways, including a railway to the Thames
from Waikato, £540,000. "

There can, says the 'Cross,' be no doubt
but that the several objectshere mentioned, if properly carried out,
would confer great advantages upon this province, and would far
morethan counterbalance the additionalburden which the interest of
another million would layus under for some time to come. The great
desideratum of the colony is immigration, and the province of Auck-
land more especially stands in need of increased population as a
guarantee 6ffuture progress and prosperity. In the same view, the
morerapidalienation of native lands for purposes of settlement is
essential to the peace andsecurity of tlie country. Ifmoney can be
obtained for these objects on equitable terms, we see no good reason
for discouraging thepropositionas a whole."

Dr. Featherston's affectionate solicitude for the interests of
Shaw,Saville,audCo. (remarks the 'Post') is really touching. From
someadditional telegraphic correspondencelaid on the table on the
sth inst., we find thaton the 4th ofJanuary Messrs. Vogel and Rey-
nolds telegraphed tohim from Melbourne, " Do not renew Saville's
contract withoutexpress authority." To this Dr. Featherston on the
10thJanuary replied,pathetically protestingagainst these instructionaby' saying, "Don't imperil thousauds' lives intrusting service inexperi-
enced hands." The anxiety was, we fancy, as much on the probable
loss of thousands ofpounds to Shaw,Saville, and Co., as the proba-
bility of anylives being lost in ships flying a different house-flag. At
any rate,it is.apity the sameanxiety was not shown for the lives of
the children onboard the Bebington, whose deaths,according to the
evidence,might in allhumanprobability havebeen averted had there
been onboardaproper supply of farinaceous foodand medical comf-
orts.

If the statement of the Wellington correspondentof the
'Daily

Times'beanything like correct, theNationalBa k stands a chance of
getting the Government account. After referring to the petition
presented against the name of the Bank,he goes on to say

— "
In

fact, theBank of New Zealandis evidently not very much in favor
with the House, and especially with the Auckland members. A
motion of Mr Swanson's, for the production of some correspondence
with the Bank on the subject of the public account, gave rise to a
good deal of talk the other night, in which many members pretty
freely expressedan opinion that the Bunk was using the Colony as a
kindof milch cow, and theGovernmentwasblamed for allowing such
large sums to be extracted from iton various pretences. Ishould not
be sm-prised if an effort was made soon to get the public account
transferred to someother ban!;."

No"W that bo much attention is beiug given to the undeveloped
coal fields of the Colony,it may bo interesting to mention that are-
turn laid on the (able of the House of Representatives shows the
total import of coal during thepast three years to be: IS7I,93,048
tons;1872,93,815 tons; 1873, 108,523 tons, the year ending on June
30, ineach case.

A questionhas beenput to us ('Southern Cross ') whichhas 'a
meaning we arenot in a position to answer. It has, however, an
importantbearing. We are asked whetherboys,and, too often,girls,
employed atvarious flaxmills in thd province, are permitted to enter
into engagements of themselves, and without any sort of Government
supervision. Itis said thatmany of these lads so engagedare greatly
overworked as to hours;that they are very roughly housed, and
sometimes not too well fed. The larger proportion are stated to be
parentlessand without education. Asmaybe expected,at some ofthe
tnill9 noattentionis paid to the moraU of theyouths, and no check is
placed on their indulgence in foul language, their proclivities to pilfer,
to smoke, or to drink. In fact, that beyond the work that can be got
of them they are iv no way cared fnr. The subject is really a serious
one, andif only a very small partof whatis statedbe true, legislation
must be invoked to deal with so great a social evil before itbegins to
fester and spread.

At the Catholic Church, Gmhamstowu, on the Sunday after his
arrival,

t
and, at the conclusion of morning mass, Father Norris wus

presentedwith an address of w elcome prepared by Mias Margaret
AlcSweeney, onbehalf of the Catholic* of the Thames. The Church
wascrowded to tho door. Father Norris, in reply toMiss McSweeney,
said he felt deeply grateful for the kindly feeling displayed towards
him in the address. They had couched their welcome in terms of
great respect, andhe petclown that welcome asbeing far greater than
anything which ho could merit. There were two things which
especially pleasedhim. The first the truly Catholicspiritandwarm feel-
ing that was prevalent amongst them, and which found expressionin
many ways;and the second was the great care whichhe foundhad
beenbestowed upon the young, in the wayoi Sunday Schools, andin
other directions. Ifc was right that cai'e shouldbo takenof the young.
He (FatherNorris) could not conclude without oncemore thanking
his friends for their address aud the trusting love and confidence
expressedtherein.

6


