
,_ ,,A t»" po»?»ap of the Dunedin 'Evening Star' writes fromWellington that the form the onslaught on Dr Feaiherston will takein the House willbe- » FeatliPrston failed here and everywhere:hispersonalinfluence is his only ment." It is a pity the Governmentdid not. recognise a fact patent at least to people in Wellington beforethey sent him home.
" TheFinnimore-Hduglitcncorrespondence, remarks the

'
Wan<^a.

nuiHerald, is exceedingly damaging to the former gentleman. Theoffer to purchase the confiscated laud was founded in a simplicitywhich might havebeen expected from second childishness;while theotter of half profits toa Governmentofficer if he would further theends of bis correspondent,has receivedits proper condemnation initsexposure. r ■

"^JaLBs" writes in the '
Australasian':—Purkes' Californiancontract ia so far mere moonshine— the company is only on paper "

the capital to buildhis mail steamers has not been subscribed and

single step,helps in no way to removethe dissatisfaction andIdiscontent of alarge portion of the community.
The injustice and tyranny of rampant majorities, for

example,in Otago andCanterbury, are permitted tocontinue
toreign and ruleunchecked;and as to the other provinces,
the majority is left at liberty to imitate their brethren in the
South.

In fact, the minority is handed over, bound hand andfoot, to amajority without conscience, decency, or theleast
care for the rights and duties of others. Further, there is no
provisionin this Billcalculated fco prevent a repetitionof the
scandalous inefficiency of Government schools, as lately re-
vealed in the case of the Dunediu High School. It is clear,
from the factof theintroduction of thisBill,that Government
is convinced the education systems of the rarious Provinces
are not satisfactory. But it is equally certain that the
GeneralGovernment is afraid of the Otago and Canterbury
vote. All things considered,it would have been better, how-ever,had theBill neverbeen introduced. Itisa compromisebetween duty and fear, and consequently of the characterof
suchcompromises— weak, lame, illogical, giving satisfaction
to noone.

Our object in noticing it at all is to poiDt it out to the
attentionof Catholic voters. A general election cannot be
far off, andCatholics ought to be put in possession of such
facts as this, that at the proper time they may be enabled to
treat the enemies of justice and fair-play as they deserve.Thepolicy Catholic voters ought to follow during the elec-tions, which cannot befaroff, is to vote against every candi-date who, either in the Provincial or General Assemblies,has
votedagainst aid to their schools,or in favor of Bonrds witli
merelydiscretionary power, no matter whether their oppo-
nents be, equally withthem,ourenemies ornot. Ourprinciple
shouldbe to punish the men who have deniedus justice.In the next elections, such a line of policy may be madeto tellto some purpose;butit is not quite so certain thatafter the next generalelections it willever again be in our
power to give even a kick. Politicians of all grades, andExecutives,whether Provincial or General, seem determinedthat if theycan help it,no more Catholics shall come to this
country. We say it advisedly, that the immigrationscheme,
though fair onpaper,has been purposely administered insuch
a waya& to shut out Catholic immigrants, particularly from
Ireland. Of this there can be no doubtwhatever. This,weknow, will be denied, butonly foolscan be deceivedby such
denial. Dozens of vessels with immigrants have been sent
here fromEnglandand Scotland. Has even one been sent
from Ireland.? Has any honest bonafide effort beenmade tofindemigrants inIreland1Not oneship has been despatched
from anyIrish port, xio honest effort has been made to find
emigrants inIreland;and Irishmen and Catholics are asefficaciously excludedfrom allparticipationin the grants forimmigration as'if'direct and positive instructions had beengiven to exclude them. There isa vulgar saying, which we
venture to give here, because it is expressive—" There aremany ways of killinga dog without hanginghim ;" and ourGeneral andProvincialExecutives, ablyaided by the Generaland Provincial Agents at Home, havekilled Irish and C?tho-lic immigration 'withoutany positiveenactment to that effect.Catholics, then, may have one chance of showing theyaremen,by justly punishing the astute and cowardlyenemiesof their religionand race, but it wi.lbe their only chance. Ithas been arranged that immigrationshall be so conductedas
to reduce their influence to next to nothing in the country;and thatgodless education shalldestroy theremnant of faithwhich, may be found anvmgstus. Thepolicy pursued inthis
Colony in reference to these measures isnot only unjust, butit is insultingly and monstrously unjust.

perhapsnever willbe. It is probable that another Californian linewillbe arrangedby New Zealandonthebasisof Victorian cooperation.
Thb 'New Zealand Herald

'
does not believe in Mr Brogden's

proposalsfor taking over the railways of New Zealand and ptacing
them in the hands of an English company. Itdoes not for amomentthink that Messrs Brogden's proposalswill be listened to First, be*
cause the Government will not be likely to entertain anything so
extravagant;and seeond'y, because the now existingGovernment, or
that which may come after it who favor the present public works
policy, willnot allow such anamount of patronage to slip through its
handsinto those of an English company of capitalists. To make useof a homely phrase," the scheme willnot wash."

With the failareof the immigration policy, writes "Observer"
iv the

"
Daily Times,' must follow the corresponding failure of thepublic works scheme, and then thebubble will burstas surely as any"South Sea Bubble

"
ever did.

Rifle Btoletspoe Natives.— The 'Cross' of the I9lh July
says :— ltis reported that a system of manufacturing rifle bullets in
Auckland for the useof rebel natives is in existence. If so,it is to be
hopedthat the Government will show themselves fully equal to theemergency,and that they -will soon succeed in sheeting home theoffence to the guilty parties.

Itis stated in lateEnglish papers that the Astronomer Royal hasselectedChnstchurch as the station in New Zealand for observing the
transitof Venus in1874.

Itis stated that a member of the firm of Messrs JohnBrodgen
andSons may be expected ia the Colony before long, and the princi-
palobject of his mission will be to further the proposal for handing"
over the construction ofmanagementof railways in New Zealand to
an English company.

The 'Norh OtagoTimes
'

extracts, with pleasure, the following
opinionon "Man versusSheep," from the * Dunedin 'EveningStar':— "" Men and womenare betteroccupiers of the soil than sheep and
cattle, andas there willbe plenty of land to be had when the new.
Hundredsar«» proclaimed, wehope they will realise the expectations
oftheir supporters, and provide happyhomes for prosperous families."

The DuneJin High Schoolbuildings were valued at £20,000, or
at six per cent.,a rental of £1,200 a-year. The total cost ofthe school
for the year,including the above interest onvalue ofbuilding, is about -
£3000, or nearly £30 aheadper boy. The 'Mount Ida Chronicle'
says :—":

— "Itbecomes a questionwhether this school is of value suffi-
cient to justify it being made a charge against the Province,and thinks
that those who willnot let ftieirboys mix among the common herdin
the district s hool shouldpay a fair rate for the education of the:*
precious toys."

IntheLegislative Council on the 29th ult., the Hou Captain
Fraser presenteda petition from the directors of the Dunedin Water
Works Company,praying that before any action is takenby the Legis-
lature in the matter of the petition for the repeal of the Dunedin
Water Works Act, thepetitioners may be heard in refutation of its
allegations.

The AucklandEducation Board have asked the Superintendent
to obtain the loan of £30,000, to enable them to build schools,
teachers' residences, &c. Itis also proposed to ask au additional£10,000. Of course, as usual, the Catholics will have topay their
share of the interest, and get noneofthe principal.

MbBabton,one of the candidatesfor Q.ueenstownin the General
Assembly, on being asked at a meeting "if he would support any
legitimatemeasure that might be brought forward providing for an
equal distributionof rerenue for denominationaleducation," replied
"thathe wouldsupport any 'legitimatemeasure,' but he wouldnot
support a denominational system." The querist:Ifeach class pays
the same, they should have an equal distribution. Mr Barton :.So.
they have;Catholics are not taxed as Catholics, but as colonists. AU
sects and classes are taredalikp. Hereuponthe querist (a Catholic),
whomight have said Catholicsgot no benefit inreturn, said,"We do
not get the samebenefit." MrBarton :You get all.thaithe country
can afford togive you. Mr WilliamPowell:Then lam to infer that
Mr Bartonis not in favour of denominationaleducation ? Irequire a
positiveanswer. Mr Barton replied that he wouldopposeitin the
House if he had to choose between the two systems. MrPowell:
Then why did you support Mr Macussey? Mr Barton:Because he
was a personalfriend of my own;but Itold himnt the time that, in
my judgment, he was in error on that question, Mr Barton has evi-
dently trimmed his sails on this question with, the^view of catching a
majority.

The QueenslandMinistry which was lately saved from defeatby
an opposition member suddenly ratting are said by a correspondentof
a Sydney paper to be doing the most "topet towns whose allegiaicc
is doubtful. The Education Bill is likely to prove a fertile sourceof
contention. Mr Palmer foresaw the row, and shrewdly threw itinto
the Assembly as an 'infernal machine,' to distract the attentionof
the public from the vealgame of his party. Like the Land Bill,he
threws down the Education Bill ou the floor of theHouse for mcmv
bers 'to worry.' Meetings of Eo..ian Catholics have been held in
Brisbane andIpswich, and resolutions condemnatory of the Bill,as
contemplating an act

' of spoliation and persecution,' have been
unanimously adopted.1' Writiug ona subsequent date the Melbourne
correspondentof the'Daily Times

'
iuformsus that "the highly liberal

EducationBill of the Ministry has been rejected by amajority of one,
and Parliamenthas been dissolved." We know the 'Daily Times

'
correspondent'sviewsof " liberality."

HenareMatau, the
'Huwke's Bay Herald

'
says, withhis "cony

mittee," has staited overland for Poverty Bay. He i3canvassing
actively for a seat in the House,which he hopes soon to see vacated
by Karaitiana. He will findHenare Polae,probably, his most formi-
dable competitor. He has adopted anotiou which is a novelty, at
leastin New Zealand electioneeringtactics. White rosettes, with the
colours

—
the red, white, and blue

— attached, arebeing sent about the
country, to be wornas badges by his supporters.

A telegram from*. \an undoubted authority at Wellington,'*
informs the Bay of Plenty'Times,' that immediately after presen^
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