
QTJABTZ BEEFS.
Quartzreefing, which may be said to be only in its infancy;

should also be providedfor in the new Act. We beg toquote from
the Beport of the Miners' Conference at Tuapeka, 1872, thefollowing:—"Inthe caße ofquartzreefs or lodes,the right shouldbe given tothe holder to follow such veins in all their dips, variations, andangles toany depth, althoughthey may enter thelandadjoining."

LOCALLEGISLATION.Weagain availoursalves of theBeportof theMiners'Conference,
1072 j— ""The opinion ofthis Conference is that the minersare thebestjudges themselvesof therules and regulations by which they shouldbe boundin theprosecution of their avocation, and they wouldaskthe Governmentto appoint a Board of miners for the Province ofOtago, tobe electedby the miners from certain districts, whichmaybe either defined by tue miners or by order of the Governor inCouncil. That the Governor appointfrom among the electedbody achairman. That power be given to the saidBoard to make rules and
regulations in conformity with theGoldFields Act, which, onreceiv-
ing thesanctionand approvalof theGovernorinCouncil,may becomethe rules andregulations under any particular districtorprovinceof
the gold fields. The modeofelection, the time for which members
should be elected,and the defining of thedistricts,may be safely left*"in the hands of the Government."'

' -
We would' further recommend,that the members be paid at a

fixedratebj! the Government.
We believe that by the establishmentof paidMiningBoards (one

for every,Province which contains gold- fields), avastamount ofmoney:wouldbe saved to the country, and better legislationprovided for the1miner.
PRIOBITXOFBIGHT.

Priority of right is a rule which has longbeen recognised as a
fair and just,one' on the gold: fields, and is the basis of all mining
law.

It is almost indispensable, and if introduced in the now Act
would.simplify mining,legislation to a great extent. We beg^again to'
refer toBeportofMiners'Conference, 1872.

-■. MININGOr PBIVATB PBOPEBTY.
The timehas arrivedthat the attention-oftheGovernmentshould

be called to this subject. Wo are aware that it is out of your prot
vince to deal definitely with thematter, 6ut havingput ourselves in
communication withyou,wecouldnot close withoutbringing this sub-
ject under your notice and soliciting your co-operation, should it
measureof this kindbe introducedin the Assembly.

OnbehalfofOtago Miners' Association.
John A.MilXiEB,President.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE AMERICAN
UNION.

Wb clip the following from the.Lebanon'Advertiser':
— "Rev. Joseph

O'Connor, of Beading, Pa., delivered a lecture on this subject,on
Wednesdayevening, in the Catholic church of this place, to a very
largeand appreciative audience. Ho referred to the New England
style in which, allour school-books are written, the fulsome praise
bestowedupon the passengers of the May Flower, PlymouthRock,
and tho generalglorificationofpuritanism, to the exclusionofall other
classes j while the discovery ofthis country,and the troubles,anxiety
andsacrificesattending that momentous era in our history, andthe
heroismof (Christopher Colombus;a Catholic, inundertaking thehaz-
ardous enterprise, weredismissed withamere recital of the facts;and
the CatholicChurch whichhad instigated,promoted and carried out
this project toasuccessful termination, received not onemeritorious
word* The difficultiesencountered by the early settlers, theestablish-!
mentrofMissions,by the Catholics, and the gradual developmentof
thecountry were graphically-sketched. The activeand substantialaid
renderedby Charles-Carroll, of,Cawolton, a Catholic, and a signerof
theDeclarationof Independence,and others of the same faith,and
Washington's- letter acknowledging the prominent part taken by
Catholicsduring the war of the Revolution,and in theestablishment
of theUnited States Government werenext dwelt up^n. He paidhis
respects to

'Harper's Weekly,* that phenomenon of thenewspaper
world, by sayingthatnorespectable man would take such a paper;
that its offensivecaricatures andreckless assertions, particularly one
during the war,to the effect thatnowthe Catholic Church wouldseize
the opportunity tostab theUnionin the back, were contradicted by
thenoble position andconductof Catholiccitizens on questionsaffect-
ing thestability oftheGovernment,andshouldplace thatsheotbeyond,
the pale of recognized journalism. Tho late war has abundantly

i testifiedto the active friendship of the Catholic Church, as proved
by assistance supplied in treasure, in blood, for the mainte-
nance and perpetuity of Liberty and Union. The universal
dominion of tho Church was illustrated, by instances of Union
and llebel soldiers meetingand forgetting the animosities of war and
relieving each]other's wants, succoring the wounded and the dying,
and the unostentatious work of thePriesthood andSistersof Charity.
The false impressionprevailing amongProtestants about the worship
of images; the Confessional and tho power of the Priest were
spoken of. The silk stocking churches with their cushioned so.-its,
purchased pews, and exclusion of all but well dressed people,from--
hearing the wordof God, were handled without;gloves. Hopointed
withprideand satisfaction to the large number of poor peoplewho
werein daily attendanceupon,and tookpartin theCatholic religiou*
services. After commenting upon the corruptions existing in-tha
country inpublic places,he<believed that the influence of the Catholic
Chuvcli alone couldprevent it, because of the strict- accountability to
whicheverygood Catholic washold. The divorcesystem;the absance
ofChvist in thopulpit and thesubstitutionofpoliticalpreachingjth&>
spread ofdebasing doctrines andliterature,weroia turn touched*upon;'
uiiii t!c lecturer concludedwith a, beautifulaudstirring appeaMorthe
Catholic Ouurch.

THE NEW GOLD FIELDS BILL.
(Prom the 'Arrow Observer.')

The Executive,of the Otago Miners' Association-have forwardedthe
followingauggestipns to theGoldFields Committee of the House of
Representatives for their, consideration,witha view to their incorpora-tion."!,thepnposed consolidatedGoldFields Bill:

—
INTERPRETATION.

The word wclaimshould also include water race, as is ruledby
ooth.Distriefc Court audSupreme Court?.,The,words race." or." race" should be defined as headrape, tai} race far sluicingandgold saving purposes, anddrainage tailrace,. For.eachof these divisions specialapplicationformsand- certi-ficates of registrafciqn should be provided.Apph'eatipn.:formsshouldcontain questions as to exact locality,
length,&c, of( existingneighboring rights,onholders of whicha copy
bf the appjjcatioq,fqrmshouldbe served..Warden should bare powertoaddquestions, in writing to those
in printed forms.. . maiEß bights.

Theserights arebeyond daub.t the most valuableof mining pro-pertjes,and therefore requirespecial protection.'Miners, though theymay,object,to,increased taxation,would not complainof a reasonable
charge,for, water,say 5s per head.! The charge of £1 for eachcerti-ficate^an unfair charge,and willbeyond doubt retardmining opera-
tions. Many rights now.in existence scarcely furnish their ownerswithmore thanone or two.heads, while there are numerous partieswh.o have water,sources registered which jield themless thanonehead,and even thie quantity but for a limited period. On these
partiesauniversal charge wouldpress heavily,and for this reasonitisobjectionable.

With regard to the twoheads of water whichare reservedtorun
dpwna,creek if, required, we would suggest that thepriorright to oneheadof waterbe vestedin the Crown, and when wanted and taken
awayfromlicensed water rights holders the Government should com-
pensate them.

Tinder this head someprovision should also be made for water
supply for towns. The money thus invested could not fail to pay-a
Inirpercentageandcontribute to a very great extent to the healthoftheinhabitants.The right of any water should be granted, for any period not
exceeding 15 years,aaditshould be left to the option of the appli-
cant,topay in advance the fees for any number of years notexceeding
fifteen.

A clause shouldalso be insertedunder this head, making itcom-
pulsory fpr'drivera of cattle andsheep to give the ownersofthe waterracesnoticeof their intention to drive cattle or sheep across theirrace,in such places where there e*ist no bridges.

TAILINGS.
This subjectis one ofthe .greatest importance to the mining com-

munity, and should thereforebo dealt with by the Act. Under the
present system,allmining operationsare conducted illegally, and may
be,either,interfered with, or stopped altogether. It is oue of those
subjects that give rise to endless litigation. We would recommend
theGovernment tosettle this vexingquestion ina definite matter.

Parties intending to stack tuiliugs must apply for site. Ifmore
than one acre,is required,the application must be advertisedin three
consecutive issues of a newspaper circulating in the district. The
Wardenofany distiict tohave power to deal withobjections.

We wouldalso recommend thatall rivers in the Colony Bhouldhe
declaredmain tailraceSj for the purpose of carrying off the debris from
mining claims;but restrictions should be provided regulating the
size,etc., of failings, in accordance with the power of the stream j and
nostones.or other obEtructions should bo allowed tobe depositedin
the.bed.of any liver which would obstruct the flow ofany.river.

PBOSPECTINCh
The Warden of any gold-mining districtshould have power to

grantprospecting claims.
SPECIAL OLATMS.

We wishto call the attention of tho Gold FieldsCommittee to the
fact, thatthis wise provision will come into morefrequent requisition
aa,labor andmachinery are reduced in price,and access to the various
gold fieldsmade e»ay by tracks, facilitating the transportationof tim«
ber and other cumbersome mining.appliances.

The prosperity of thomining industry of New „Zealand.dopends
on the large tracts of auriferous deposits, whichbeing surrounded with
great physical difficulties, have hitherto defeated the- efforts of the
unassistedminer.

The development of thepe deposits requires capital, as well ns
labor j but the capitalist requires security., aad this is furnished Mm
by the provisionsof thia clause.

As miners -vo *afco this opportunity to express our astonishment
that thebenefisof this provision -re jidfc moregenerally recoguieed.
We may here aUo sta'o thut w»= entirely eudoran tho proposedaltHra-
tioamade in th^ Goli'iumiug Le>sa "Relation of the new Act, but
wouldsuggest .hut orjiy £1 ;>e? i.<.r«.bo cburgedinstead of£2 10b."

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,August 9, 1873;

forgottendistrict.. A few weeksago, say* the 'Nelson Mail,' anicelittleparcelofgold,consisting of 200oz wasbrought,intotown, being
the result of six w«eks workingbja party of three men, who havedroppedupona pjnof gold that they think is likely toafford themprofitable occupationfor sometime^to come. Just now, whenit is a
matterof moment to us toprove that wehavein the interior a coun-
try aboundingin,auriferouß wealth, a fact suchas this cannotbe made
toopublic.

Writing of theUpperBuller, a correspondentof the 'GreyBiver
Argus' says;:— Thebanks and beaches of the "Upper Buller and its
tributariesareallmoreor less auriferous (in fact, you can find the"color"anywhere), and, withbetter appliances than those now inuse,
shouldsupporta populationnumbaring thousands instead of the few
hundreds now enjplpyed. Those who are at workupthese riversdo
not complain,and,as a rule,areknown tobe doing very well

—
such athjn^,atallevents,as fromL3toL6per weekregularly.
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