
Saturday,August 9, 1873.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
offairu, as requiredby law, of sixteen gold-mining companies in theThames and Coromandeldistrictsare published for general informa-tion. The aggregate nominal capital of those sixteen gold mining
companies is £280;800. The greater numberof thecompaniesreferredtohave been inoperation. They were all being worked, save one,when the returns were sent in. Only four ot the sixteen companieshare declared dividends, and these aggregate only £8576 155."Another view, and one which possibly may not place things insogloomy a light, is suggested by a complaint of a correspondentof theWest Coast Times of the manner in which the balance-sheets of
miningcompanies are gazetted. He instances the AjaxCompany, andsays;- In the sheet referred to,although the company has been inexistence for eleven months, there is no statement of profit and lossand consequently onlj a select few, say the directors and manager,
2V\ ioo" an?thlDg as to whafc Portion of the large sum expended,viz,

uv
' iIUSiIUS gOne toward9improving the mine, and thus possiblyenabling future operations to be conducted more economically orwhether it has cost the wholeof that sum toproduce €10,96616s lidthe amount realised from gold andcrushings.."

"
MrRichardson stated in the House of Representatives, on theto,",? a

fc there wuß oulv a balance of £80,000, out of the*300,000 voted for waterraces on GoldFields, available,and that wastukenup by applications^ulreadysent in.
OTAOO.

The Lawrencecorrespondentof the 'Daily;Times *
writes :— AttheBlueSpur, oneofMorrisoVs shareholders has sold his interestatapretty goodprice. Another of the same party advertiseshis sharefor sale. This company ia working its claim very rigorously, butthere isa great quantity of ground to wash away yet. No remarksa/c.made about following UP the resulfc of th« Court of Appealcase.AtManuka Hill theminers are putting their shoulders to the wheelThey werekept back forsome time by want of water,but they havehad noreason to plead this lately. Ibelieve the Manuka Hill Cowill washupin abouta fortnight, when no doubta gooddividend wilibe declared. The Bruce Quartz Mining Company, limited, andDyer s Company have amalgamated their claims, and their unitedefforts wihnodoubt >how themselves in someactivity with regardtotheir mine. Both arepretty wellversed insuchmatters. All the°minersseem tobe well occupied,and there is but littlefurther news to relateabout them.

A correspondentofthe 'NorthOtago Times,' living at the Maere-whenua diggings, states that no effort was made by theGovernmentto test the golden resourcesofthe block sold as pastoral land to theHon. R. Campbell. Popany man to state positively that the block inquestion (we arenot now referring to the known gold workings) isnot auriferous, is in effect tohazard a class opinion on a subject aboutwhichno statistics havebeen sought. The Government should haveappointed> practical;Mining Commission to test the quality oftheblock.
Writing of the Muerewhenua goldfield, the j« North Otago

Times says :— On this field there are five sluicing claims. In Reidand Hogans claim, up to17th December,45 ouncesof gold liasbeenunearthed. After deducting expenses, there was from;Ls torL6"perman per week. Cooper's claimhas given to twomenL8per man perweek. Nimmosclaim lias yielded to three men200 ounces Thewaterraces run a length (total) of over 38 miles, with a carryingcapacity of 56 heads, and the total of miners interested number 24*All these yields represent merely a partial workingofAgroundbelievedby the surveyors who officially report to bo highly payable. Withinthe applicationmade by the miners, there is a total of 5300 acres ofauriferous ground. With reference tomeansofaccess to the diggings
the surveyors report that the natural advantages aregreat, andcan bemade moreconvenient by artiHcial means which would involvecom-paratively little cost, andsuch expenditure would be almost immedi-ately reproductive. The chief immediatereqnirement is abridge forwhicsh an excellent site is reserved. We haveread all the reports onthe subject of the sale of the Maerewhenua block to the Hon RCampbell, and we feelconvinced that the landiv question is nothing
morenor less thana veryrich goldfield admittingof almostindefinite"xtension.

The Provincial Engineer has reported|upon the proposedsludgechannel at Waipon. In his report, he says :— For the present, thedrainage requirements can be limited to a distanceof four anda halfn-iles, the new channelconsequently need only extend between apointsituatedholf amile below the township, and its outlet at the river orstream. The fall is onlyat the rateof 6 6 feet per mile, but this willbe sufficient for the drainage purposesalluded to The cost of for.n-X^oJ *el.of » affic«"it depth and general sectional area will be£5,800, anda further sum of £500 will be necessary for river diver-
sion. The total cost will be thus £7300. This expenditure willpermit ofa large extentofauriferousgroundbeingprofitably wroughtThe Provincial Council have passed a resolution:reeommendin«AheGeneral Governmentto sanction this highly remunerative work

"
w t w !v! v Tltn<*" correspondent at Orepuki writes :— MrWarden Wood arrived here on 21st ult., and has been kepfc verybusyever since. Several cases ofimportance arebefore the Court To theastonishment ofa greatnumber, the Warden has beengranting severalagricultural leases some of 200 acres. It does not Lpear°to be apopular thing withmoat of theminers here, and there is likely to besomestir made m the matter.

' UB

.Mr Grant, the legal manager of ithe Shotover Terrace GoldMining Company has roeeiwd a telegram from one of theQuoensSwndirectors, and the working manager,announcing the resultof the veryimperfect and interruptedworking during Jul>, to be 163 ounce!ofgold. Now that the weather has improved, and that miners can behad at reasonable wages,it is stated that a steady improvementin theyieldmay be looked for. The directorsdonot propose to declare anydividend until the returns to31st August have been received, whichwill, infact, represent a periodofsomething like six weeks
'

The NorthernEscort arrived in Dunedin late on the night ofTuesday, the sthmst.,with the following quantitiesofgold.J/g

xneuiyaecorrespondent of the 'DailyTimes' says:-"The Molt.near is now rapidly fulling, and should the frosty weather conKthenvermay soonbe expected tobe low enough to allowTome of thabeaches to be worked The steam dredge Salamander hasnow gofchernew machinery into position. It has been tried, and is said ?o

andhasbeen suedby oneor twoof the workmen,wtolSre go?ffiments and executions. The bailiffadvertisesthe plant for slle S»

the Company to employ one man for every 1000 th«maximum sue ofthe claim to be 15,000 feet. This oug?f to be alargeenough claim,as it willaverage100yards wide.... WEST COAST.

Among lat.> items from the Inangahua district the 'Herald*furnishes the following:-The Ajax Company haveaboatfifty tonfofstone raised from the shaftbeiugputdown from the low level tanaelwhich isestimated to yield l*oz to the ton. The shXis dovm26ft
ao
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° f th? asm of Lake Hochstetter is being made, withhe object ofascertaming the highest flooJ level,andalsoV determn-mg the long existing suppositionthat there are other outlets for theimmense drainage which comes into the lake, besides the onlymean,of egress atpresent known, which is the valley ofNelsonCreek. Thework is going onat theexpense ofthe General Government,andsomeengagedon it were formerlyemployedon the surveyof theLakeHoch-rn^S/T6' ThVIaU t0 be followed "the cutting "trackround the Lake, some distance inland, so that if there is-aain allprobability there must brother outlet in the directionofthehead«Stt?Z a "yer'lt7IUJ>ce
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and cap"city of the basin itself, ,tis hard to believe that the comparativelyE£?lT Fi?' rTfT fl° Win? dOWU NelßOn Creek is allthr'S£ £l tt, rt
w»WTO»- » " understood to be the intention£ S nfh ,.°^ctl7hioh maybe found> and by fcWs meansZf» IW f
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h9/el3° a Creek °PeninS' fchus increasingthlvolume available for theHoehsLetter and NelsonCreak Water-raw.
Tf " °m- he'WestP°r fc Tlmes' we learn that the Fiery Cross andJustin-Time Companies have arranged to erect quarte crushingZ°^V° m& andfr°üm Pl'esonfc»*»Hon. it is anticipated thatthe yieldofgold from either claim will average three ounces to the

Thereappears to have been a considerable depressioniaminingon the West Coast. The chairman of the County Council, in Sfspeech to thatbody,said that themarked decrease in the item ofgoldexportduty (the estimated amount of which was £6600, and actual£5619 7s lid), is partly attributable to the prevalence of dryweather for severalmonthsat the beginning of the year,and also tothe chvemon of labor from goldmining to the public works Thedecline inthe receipts from local sources of revenueare indicativeofa lessening yieldof gold, and this will be the caseuntil the construe-irTf0!^ F ,h
Water"raCeßtakeS place> or fresh auriferousdeposits%f? « fl° rS° enc"raSemenfc of prospecting, it is satisfactorytS^ofS^SZT"0?* are offering ***»-*&_ The Lyell and Uoper Buller correspondent of the Nelson Ex-aminer writes t-Mimng news is much the same as in my last, theExcelsiorstone is looking well, and hopesare expressedthatit will gofrom 2to 4 ozs. to the ton. It was reported last evening that theAlpine Company has just struck a rich leader,butIhavenot heardanythingcertain on«hb matter. The Break-o'-Day are blocking oufcsomeexceedingly rich quartz, their crushing is eagerly lookedforwardto, thestone isestimatedtogo at the lowest10 ozs. to the tonA find of gold has recently been made on one of the terracesbordering on the Wangapeka river, that is calculated once more tobringprominently before thepublic that once famous butnow aW,.
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Queenstown ...
Oardrona
Arrow ,«.
Cromwell
Clyde
Alexandra
Teviot
Blacks
Mount Ida �,

Palmerston ...
Macraes ...
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ozb. dwk.
876 1
531 2
253 0

1498 16
170 0
629 11
432 9
500 0
708 5
35 1
65 11


