
MINING.
The 'Wellington Independent,' writingon the development of goldfields, says:

—
A mere glance at the world's gold fields and their his-

tory from the days ofUphir to those of this Colony shows that they
arenot readily exhausiedandabaudoned. Itis probablethat at this
day menarc exacting £>old fromthe same fields whence Solomon de-
rivedhis supplies forliie beautifying of the Temple, and we findCali-
fornia not onlyrnaiutaiuing, but steadily increasing its product.
Already Otago, our oldest gold field, is steadily increasing its yield,
and the western coast oftheMiddleIsland, and tJie mines of Auck-
land will soon follow its example, The gold at first is merely
scrambled for by men working singly orin small parties, and with the
crudest mechanicalaids. Anew goldfield is a Tom Tiddler'sground,
wherenoone sets in to honest work,but rushes about from spot to

spot, oftenleaving rich ground to seek something still better, and be
the first to enjoy it. Law is almost unknown, and a communistic
feeling prevails thatevery worker should have a chance, andcapital
be preventedfrom interference, so that pioneers may reap the first
harvest. This is it which tempts prospectors, and attracts the mostadventurousof gold-seekers in theirtrain. As the news of discovery
gradually widens its circle, others follow till the country is over" rushed," and although greatseeming prosperity exists, it*is almost
certain that at such a time the average earnings of (hose on the field
aremuch less thanafter the first ebb of the rush, and when the groaaproduct is less. Gradually,aa the easily gotten gold—

mostly increeksand river beds— becomes scarcer, it is found necessary to induce
capital and competition for the working of the ground, and mmm"only becomes a high'.y-skilled handicraftin all its stages. ..."The first golddiscovered is generally alluvial, the working of whichgenerally leads to (he discovery of auriferous quartz reefs. Of bothclasses there aremany mines tliroughont the Colony, but as the,allu-vial are the oldest, their developmenthas received themost attention
and is being largely aidedby theParliamentary vote for watersupply.
This voteof £300,000 is, we believe, all appropriated,and although"itis too soontoexpectresults, there canbe nodoubt that they will bosatisfactory,and induce a much larger grant for the same purpose.

Some of these canals will cost from £10 000 to£60,000, butarepigmies compared with some in California . .
InCaliforniaare some canals directing 25 headsof water, with a pressure of 300 and more feet through a single

nozzle, which gives such force as to tenr down and disin-
tegrate cement beds, which would scarcely yield to the pick.
In claims worked with abundance of water,brought under pressure
in wrought iron pipes from a greatheight, asmuch as 20,00.) tons ofearth are washedawaydaily,andahigh authority states that less than
ten-penny worthof gold to the cubicyard will afford a fair price fotwater,and leave a handsome profit. 60UO miles of canals have been
made inCalifornia, where one canal delivers 6000 tons of water per
hour. Theearth washedaway is oftenas much as 300 feet in depth.
A sample claim is prehaps better that a general description, and weabridge from the report of the U. S.A. Commissioner, Raymond, a
description of the Little York Mining and Western Co., California,
which owns 240 acres of mi. ing ground, with an aggregate depth ofone hundred andseventy feet,of which30 feet is hard cement. The.
Company have two crushing mills, but have ceased to use them on
account ofthe superior facilities they enjoy for the construction of
dumps (falls,) whichserve to break up and disintegrate the hardest,
cement, the claims having an outlet of 600 feet fall. The Company
have 6000 feet of woodentroughs, five feet wide, for carrying water,
andnearly four miles of iron pipe for conducting the water from the
ditches to their mines, where they use sixty heads of water with the
hydraulic nozzle, which enablesone man to divert the whole stream toanypointhe chooses within 200 feet. Fron the same authority we
learn that the oldest Goldfields of America are only scratched, andthat, " from the light at present thrown on the subject, the writer, if
compelled to hazard an estimate of the area of the deep 'placers,'
wouldplaceitatbetween 400 and 500 square miles, with an average
depthof120feet, and would feel confident thathe had rather under-
stated than exaggeratedtheamount."

In this Colony an enormous area of ground, as yet almost
uutouched, isknown to be auriferous, and wouldbe profitably worked
by the simplest appliances,if water were available;and plenty of par-
tially worked ground would pay to rework....... Gold
mining for many years willrequire anincreasing water supply, us tho
poorer the ground is, themereitis necessary toeconomise its working,
by a largeruse of water.

A correspondentof'the
'

West Coast Times,' writingiv regard to"Bogus voting
"

at the elections of directors of mining companies,
says :—":

— "
Th<? Mining Act, asit at present t-tands, has no remedy for

whatImay term
"bogus voting.' Iwill give youacase inpoint. At a

recentmeeting of shareholders ina niiuins company which was held
lately at Greymouth, for the purpose of ck-chug directors, it waa
thought by those interested that there wouldbe some «lose running,'
the general feeling being anything but favorable towards the oil
directors. Butat the eleventhhout,whatdo someof our olddirectors
do but actually transfer tono less than thirteen residents at the Grey
a large number of shares— to some 250 shares each, and toothers 200
each. Then, getting the proxies of those persons, the old" directors
by this system of

'
bogus voting' g>t themselves re-elected to office."

Now, in this company the directors are five in number, two of them
beingbank managers of branches of the jume bank, one tituatedat
the Grey and one at Hokitika. Two out of the three remaining
directors are customers of the same bank, and so you will seeat a
glance that with the two bank managers as directors, 0..c more
director constitutes a majority. Well, tosay the least,it is very sug-
geitive of whatIwill leave your readers to determine. So that we
have onefree and independent director out of five. Imay further
add that all these self-elected directorsare Grey men, except thebank
manager of Hokitika referred to above. To me ithas a very suspi-
cious aspect to see twobank managers directors out of abody of five,
and bothof thembelonging to the same bank;and that which con-
firms my suspicions is when such dirty means are resorted to for
electing themselves."

The NelsonProvincial Government fGazette
'
of14th July,gives

the halfyearly statement for June this year, of twenty-two mining
companies that areor havebeen carrying on opera'ions at the Ljell
and Inangahua districts;ofthese twenty-two, eight have ceased opera-
tions. The totals areus follows :—:

—
Aggregate Nominal Capital £480,780„ Sub-CapitalPaid-up 184,803„ Calls made 37,748„ Dividends declared ... ... 5,879

Thus the excessof calU over the dividends hns been £33,869 ! The
Bame Btate ofmining affairs existsin the North, as willbe seenby the
following remarks of the

'
Southern Cross'of 12th July :—":

— "In the
ProvincialGovernment* Gazette

'
of yesterday, the statement of the

?.. NEW ZEALAND TABLET, [Saturday,August 9, 1873.
agreatsuoceaa. There were present 800 persons, including Sir James
andLady Ferguson.

Gbahamstown,August s.— The Bank of New,Zealand willship
3414 ounces of gold toAuckland to-day.

AUSTRALIA.
Sydney.

—
The Pacific Insurance Co. has declared a dividend of

8per cent.
A deputationpresentedto theGovernmentapetitionbearing1000

signatures,in favorof a 40 days'San Francisco service costing £68,000,
instead of a45 days' service costingL48,000. .

Adelaide.
—

The Ministerial policyis not yetdeclared.
Some stone from the Northern Territory yielded at the rateof

20oz to50oz per ton.
Flour is dullat £13 10s to £14. Country flour is at £18 5s (?).
The Governor's speech onopeningParliament refer* to the pros-

perity of the Colony.
Instructionshave been telegraphed to the Agent-G-eneral tosend

twoshiploads of agriculturalpeople beforenext,harvest.
A Port Darwin telegram states that the miners say the Northern

Territoryis a great reefingcountry.
Captain Whitcombe, ofthe barque Zingard, was brutally mur-

dered in the roadsteadby fivemenput on board by the police from
the gaol,preparatory to the vesselsailing.

Hobart Town.
—

A fracas occurred outside the Legislative
CouncilChamber,MrKennedy threatening Mr Crowther withper-
sonal violence.

Melbourne,July 26th.
—

Mr Parkas offers to carry the letters of
all theColonies toLiverpool,via California, at letter rateonly, with-
out subsidy. Mr Francis declines theproposal until the negociations
are completed;but bothTasmania andQueensland accept it, and the
latter will reciprocate it with the Torres Strait route.

—
Smart and

Phillips, the trustees whorobbed the testatorJacobs's children,have
each received a sentence of three ycaiß' imprisonment.— L2OOO has
been subscribedfor the families of men lost in the schooner Rip.

—
Leases having been issued by the Government to claimholders, a
collision between the latter and the jumpers is anticipated.

—
The

motion for enfranchising thepolice was lost.— Madame Goddard offers
te propitiate the'Argus

'
by appointing as heragents the Collinsstreet

music firmwhichreceives that journal'spatronage.
—

Bates,a thea'ricalfltar, has arrived from California.
—

Mr Fitzgibbon, the Melbourne
Town Clerk,married Miss Dawson to-day. The bridebrings afortune
variously estimated at from L10,000 toL3o,ooo.— The conclusion of
the mail negociation with New Zealand is anxiously looked for.— The
priceofflour will probably reachLl3 next week.

Sidney.— Itis proposed toestablish a tweed factoryatBathurst.
CABLE TELEGRAMS.London,July 22nd.— TheCarlistsaremasters of Carthagena,and

have seized foui* fligates in that port.
Anew Ministry has been formed atMadiid.
The amountpaidup for theNew Zealand MeatPreserving Com*

pany is £200,000.
July 23rd.

—
Dr Kenealy ha* commenced the defence in thelich-

borne trial,and sayshe has a hundred witnesses to swear to the iden-
tity ofthe claimant as the trueRoger Tichborne.

The Colonial Court at the Vienna Exhibition has made a deep
impressionbothin Austria andGermany.

London, July 4.
—

The New Zealand Land Improvement Co.,
with a capital of £500,000, is announced— The New Zealand Trust
andLoan Co. has decUreJ a dividend of 10 per cent.

—
A Company

has been formed with a capital of £150,000, to work a gold mine in
New South Wales.

—
The outbreakof cholea in. London has created

much alarm in Great Britain.
—

The French Assembly have passed a
voteofconfidence in thepresent Ministry.

—
TheCarlist insurrection is

spreading. DonCarlos has a force of 30,000 men
—

The competition
in the iron tradehas led to a further reduction inpig iron, the priceof
whichis now £5 9s per ton. Copperis at £90 per ton.

—
Tlie Carlists

after their reverse on the Ebro, received large reinforcementsandcap-
turedIgualadu, nearBarcelona. A new Ministry has been formed

—
The harvestin France will, itis feared, be an inferior one.— At the
ViennaExhibitiou seventeen awards havebeen made in favour of the
Colonies.

London, July 25th.
—

The conditions of peace between Khiva
andRussia are thepayment of an indemnity by the Khan of two
millions of roubles, the payment to extend ovor a period of seven
years,during which a Russian force under General Schwattan will
occupy Kuugrad. The Khivan possessionson the right bank of the
Ammo river have beeu ceded to Bokhara,as a reward to the lattev for
assisting Russia.

A Gorman frigate hus captureda Spanish steamer named the
Insurgent with Internationalists oa board.

The Commercial Treaty between England and France has beeu
signed. Its main feature id ths renewal of the Treaty of 1860 until
June 1877.

The Carlists haveask<>d France to recognise them as belligerents.
At a Coniistory Council heldat Rome, the Pope nominated two

Bishops— one each f>r the Reman Catholic dioceses of Perth and
Adelaide.
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