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GRAND ORANGE DEMONSEBATION IN AUCKLAND.

THE above was & most orderly and respectable affair. It wust have
been hifhly gratifying to Orangemen, but I hardly think Protaatan!:u
generally in this part of the world will be very much pleased with it.
To Catholics it must, T think, have been most satisfactory. The
spenkers bore testimony to the vitality, power, and progess of the
Catholic religion especially in the Australian Colouies in language the
most emphatic. As a Catholio resident in Auckland, I for one render
them my most grateful acknowledgement for the service they thus
did to the Oatholic cause, We can readily pardon them for the old-
fashioned calumnies and misrepresentation about Catholic doctriaal
offaire which they repeated, and which many of their respectable
hearors obvionsly swallowed as * proofs from holy writ” and the
allezed pernicions character and tendency of the Catholic system.
Czn it bo possibly that their ignorance on such subjects at this time
of day is excusable and innocent befors God P

NOTES ON BOOKS, OLD AND NEwW, IN THE

%gg%LAND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE SOCIETY'S I1.1-

Y.
AN ceeasional shert notice of some of the more popular and important
books in this library may poasibly be useful. It may induce some
Catholies aud inquiring Protestants to aubseribe to the library or
purchase the books noticed.
Tye OnveeH oF TBE FATHERS, by Dr Newman.

This small book must have had o great sale. A fourth edition
wos issued in 1868. It consists of short sketches of certain eminent
and snintly persons of the fourth century—Basil the Great, Aregory,
Antlony, Augustine, and three others ; one of them a Roman lady of
the higheat fumnily and grent wealth.

The sketehes weve first published in 1833, and are the earliest
eompasitions of what is ealled the Oxford or Tractarian school. They
were written, as the author himsolf tells us, ** to illustrate as far as
they go the tone and modes of thought, the habits and manners of
the early times of the Chuvch *

We now know that it was partly such studies ns these which
under Gtod, led the distinguished author, and so many others of the
learned and pions English Protestant clergy and lsity into the Catholic
Church. Then began that movement towards the Catholiec Oliuweh in
England which has been going forward ever since, znd ia now 8o pro-
minent a feature of the age in which we Iive., Dr Newman and. his
friends beheld in the lives of these enrly fathers of the Catholie church
such & degree of sanctity and heroic self-denial as they looked for in
vain in the Protestant Churech of England, or any other Protestaut
Church. They saw also in the Church of that eurly age renl “ unity,”
o thing which never has existed in sny Protestont Church for any
length of time, and which certainly is not to be fownd in the Churches
of England or Scotland. Heresies, indeed, of a most petnicious kind,
did exist in those early nges, but these only exhibited in & more strik-
ing light the unity and power of the Church, which east out all
hersties from her communion, and condemned their doctrines in a bold
and straightforward mauner, acting ss an institntion invested with
divine suthority.

Where are the powerful and numerous sects of prond and defiant
Avinns of those times now, and where are their doctrines ? They are
where the Protestants of our day and their heresies will in due time,
according to God's sppointment, be—blotted out of existence ; while
the Church of the Fathers and her pure doctrines, will, as now,
flourish in immortal youth. Strange as it may seem, there ave at this
hour Iirglish Profestants of the highest sociai position, even ministers
of State such us Mr Home-Secretury Bruce, who actustly do not know
that such a movement as that referred to is now going on. They say,
and no doubt believe, that any accessions to the Catholic body in
England are move Catholic natives of Ireland who come over to Eug-
land.  People are often fain to remain in ignorance of what they are
ufraid to know. I uould buve sent Me Bruco a copy of the Aucklund
* Daily Southorn Cross’ nontaining a leng list of English Protestant
tlergy end English Protestant nobility and gentry, who within the
last few yenrs have entered the Catholic Chureh. He might even
Iiave known that the late venerable Duchess of Kent, the honored
mother of our beloved Queen, was received into the Catholic church
on her desthbed, or shortly before. This fact is chronicled in the
Catholic * Register,” published by autherity, and has never, go far as 1
know, been contradicted.— Yours,

A MEMBER OF THE AUCKLAND CHRISTIAN
DocTRINE SOCIETE.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

By the Abbé J, B. Dauras.
(Trauslated from the French for the Naw ZEATAND TABLET.)

Chapter IT —Preparation for tho Grospel.—§ L. Vision of Zuchary.
1. ZionarY, FATHER oF Sr. JOBN THE BAPTIST.—THE ANGEL
GABRIEL AT THE ALTAR OF PER¥UMES,

“TEERE was in the days of Lerod, the King of Judes, a certain priest
named Zachary, of the course of Abis, and his wife was of the
danghters of Anron, and her nome Elizabeth. And they wers both
just before God, walking in all the commandments and justifications
of the Lord without blame. And they had no son, for that Elizabeth
was barren ; and they both were well advanced in yesre. And it
cumue to pass when he executed the prieetly function in the order of
his course before God. Aecording to the custom of the prieat}iv office,
it was his lot to offer incense, going into the temple of the Lord. And
all the multitude of the people was praying without at the hour of
incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Tord, standing
on the right side of the altar of ineenss, And Zachary seeing him
woa troubled, and fear fell upon him; but the angel said to him:
Fear nct, Zachary, for thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elizabeth
hall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call Lis name John. And thou
halt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice in his nativity.

For he skall be great before the Lord: and shall drink no wine nor
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from
his mothet’s womb. And he shall convert many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the
epirit and power of Elias; that he may turn the hesrts of the fathers
urto the ehildren, and the incredulous to the wisdem of the just, to
prepare nuto the Lord a perfect people.” And Zachary said to the
angel : * Whevoby shail T know this? for I am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years! And the sngel auswering esid to him:
‘I am Glabriei who stand belore God; and am sent to speak to
thee, and to bring these good tidings. And behold thou shalt be
dumb, and shalt not be abls to speak until the day wherein these
things ehall eome bo pass ; beeanues thon hast not belisved my words,
which skall be fulfilled in their time. And the people was waitiog for
Zachary ; and they wondered that he tarried ao long in tho temple.
And when he eame out he could not speak to them, and they undar-
8tood that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he made signg
to them, and remained dumb. And iit came to pass, after the days of
his office were mecomplished, he departed to his own house, And
after those days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and hid herself five
months, saying : ¢ Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the fays
whar:ei:l(lgie hath had rogard to take awsy my reproach among
men.”’ '
2. ExTriNsio PROO¥S OF THE AUTIENTICITY OF THE GHOSPET
NARRATIVE. -
i~ This page opens the evangslical nareative, It is deawn from the
first chapter of &t. Luke, which chapter, nlonf with tho gecond, all the
Rationu]li)sts agree in ranking among the legendary interpretations
added to the original recital by the oredulity of subsequent ages (2).
A miracle, at the outset of the history of Jesus Chrisi ! The Ratiounal-
ists oannot bring themselves to admitit. It is then in the name of
Batural order, immutable in ite laws, as science has revealed shom
that the power is denied to God of manifesting His oracles to a Jewish
priest, and of speaking to him by the ministry of an angel! Unfor-
tunately for the disciples of Strauss, the miracle this tine prevails
over them on all sides. To cacape that of the vision of Zachary, they
Pprecipitate themselves inlo a whole series of prodigies, The first page
of 8t. Luke, according to you, is sn apocryphal addition, Be it so.
Then it is the pen of forgery that bas writien on the cradle of John
the Baptist this sentence : * The multitude will rejoice on the day of
his nativity.” Yet if this prophecy is the work of an impostor, why
has it been realised 7 Wy ia it that each year the day of the nativity
of B, John the Baptist is calebrated over the entiro world? Are
there many persons, think you, in the world at present who know or
celabrate the birthday of Alexander or Cmsar P ¥et these lntter made
& sofficiently illustrious figure in nistory, And behold, over the
cradle of an obscure child of Aavom, an impostar, o forger predicts
#hat the world will never lose the mewmory of so glorious a notivity !
This prophecy—iseredible, absurd, if viewed in tbe light of an his-
toric probability—is nevertheless accomplished to the vury letter,
After eighteou hundred and seventy years the world persists in cele-
brating the birth of John the Baptist. In two thousand years to
come, if the universe be destined to reach that age, it will be the samey
and yoa will find that quite natural, A legend | nothing ia ensier to
imagine ; but to introduce it into the evangolical text, more obatacles
are t0 bo met with than the Rationalists ecems to think. St. Luke, in
the four verses which form the prologue to his Gospel, and the
authenticity of which has never been called in question by any known
exogetist, gives notice tlat he resumes the historic recital of the
Incarnation from the beginning(4), and that he will pursae it accord-
ing to the chronological order(d). Such are the two features which
he points out beforchand as being exelusively charncteristic of his
work. Now, the two first chapters of St. Luke—that is to say, the
birth of Johu the Baptist and the history of the first yeara of Jesus
Christ—being suppressed, in what would the Glaspel of St. Luke be
dietingnished from that of St. Mark, since it commences like the latte:
with the baptism of the Jordan?(5). How would he justify the
intention previously implied of reseming the recital from the begin-
ning~~that 1s to say, further back even than 9t. Matthew, who starts
only from the Annunciation? 8t Luke eould not-hars understood his
own meaning, then, when he was tracing, with his inspired pen, the
prologie of his Grospel? And heve is a gecond miracle which the
Bationaliste will have to submit to in eompensation for thot of the
vislon of Zachary, which shocks them so mneh. They wiil axplain
how an evangelist, who did not andetstand his own meaning, has been
able to subjugate the fute of the universe. This iz not ell. This
impoator, this falsifier, whe, in the second or third century, is sid to
huve interpolated the iegend of 8t. John the Baptist, must needs have
been a true thaumsturgus in order t0 succoed. Hia greatest miracle
would have consisted in rendering himself invisible, In offect, no one
snw him, no one suspected him, in the whole series of Christign
history ; he escaped all researches. Origen, in the year 200, had not
seen him ; and to escape the motice of Origen, more than ordinary
8kill was necessary. But, above all, in the year 150, Celsus, the pagan,
the esemy of the Gospals, did not see him, To elude his gaze, 8O
full of hatred, would require finesse almost approaching to & miracle,
Now, Celsus, the philosopher, cites the first chapter of 9t. Luke, and
be tnkes occasion to endeavor to turnish the immaoulate name of
Mary(6). 'Where, then, mako place for your invisible forger in an
historical period so serupulously guarded ¥ Tertullian, Irenmus, prior
to Origen, did not know him. '3t. Papiss, whose precious testimony
Euscbins notes with so mueh eure, had not the least suspicion of his
existence. Xeep, then, along with your other myths, these miraculous
apocrypha. The Gret page of 8t. Luke could not have been invented
a3 an sfter stroke by o posthumous forger. -

1) Lize. i. 6—-253 (2) Vie da Jesus, introd., pag. xii; (5) Lue, 1, 3; (4) Ibid; (8
R ; (8) Origen, Contra Celsum, Jib 4, oa.p.<xxxi.t. re )

It ia estimoted that Towa alone consumed 6,000,000 bushels of
corn this past winiter for fuel, beeause it conld not be aent to market

ot a profit. It takes five bushels of corn to pay the freight of one
bushel from Iowa to New ¥ork,



