
For he shall be greatbefore the Lord:and shall drink no wine norstrongdrink; andhe shall be filled with the Holy Ghoßt evenfromhis mother's womb. And he shall convert many of the children ofIsraelto the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in thespirit andpower of Elias;thatbemay turn the heartsof the father*unto the children,and the incredulous to the wisdom of the just, toprepare unto theLord a perfect people.' And Zachary said to theangel:* Whereby shallIknow this? for Iam an old man,and mywife is advanced in years.' And the angel answering said tohim:*I am Gabriel who stand before God;and am sent to speak tothee, and to bring these good tidings And behold thou shalfc bedumb, andBhalt not be able to speak until the day wherein thesethings shall come to pass;because thouhastnot believed my words,
whichstall be fulfilled in their time. And the peoplewas waiting forZachary;and they wondered that he tarried so long in the temple.
And whenhe cameouthecould not speak to them, and they under-stoodthat hehad seen a visionia thetemple. And he made signsto them,andremained dumb. And jit came topass, after the days ofIns office were accomplished, he departed to his own house. Andafter those days Elizabeth his wife conceived,and hid herself fivemonths, saying:« Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the Says
wherem He hath had regard to take away my reproach amonsfmen.'" (1)

°
2. extbinsic peoofs op thb authenticity ox thb gospeti

Nabbativh.
t- This pageopens the evangelicalnarrative. If; is drawn fromthe'

""
first chapterofSt. Luke, which chapter, along with the second,all theRationulists agree in ranking among the legendary interpretations
addedto the original recital by the credulity of subsequentages (2).A miracle, atthe outset oftile history ofJesus Christ! The Rational-ists cannot bring themselvesto admit it. It is then in the name of
natural order,immutable in its laws,as science has revealed themthat thepower is denied to Godof manifestingHis oracles toa Jewishpriest,andof speaking to him by the ministry of anangel! Unfor-tunatelj for the disciples of Strauss, the miracle this time prevailsover them on all sides. To escape thatof the visionof Zachary,theyprecipitate themselvesinto a whole seriesofprodigies. The first pageof St. Luke, according to you, is an apocryphal addition. Be it so.Thenit is the pen of forgery that has written on the cradle of Johnthe Baptist this sentence:

"
The multitude will rejoice on the day ofhis nativity." Yet if this prophecy is the work of an impostor, whynas itbeenrealised ? Why is itthat each year the day ofthe nativityof St. John the Baptist is celebrated over the entire world ? Aretheremanypersons, think you,in the world at present who know oroelebratethe birthday ofAlexander or C»sar ? Yet these lattermade

& sufficiently illustrious figure in history. And behold, over thecradleof an obscure child of Aaron, an impostor, a forger predictsthat the world willnever lose the memory of so glorious anativity!This prophecy—incredible, absurd, if viewed in tbe light of anhis.toric probability
—

is nevertheless accomplished to the very letter.After eighteenhundredand seventy years the world persists in cele-brating the birth of John the Baptist. In two thousand years tocome,ifthe universe be destined toreach thatage,itwillbe the same*and you will find that quite natural. A legend !nothing is easier toimagine;but to introduce itinto the evangelical text,more obstacles»re tobe met withthan theBationalists seemo to think. St. Luke inthe four verses which form the prologue to his Gospel, and themthenticityof whichhasnever been called inquestionby any knownsxegetist, gives notice that he resumes the historic recital of the[ncarnation from thebegiiming(3), and that he will pursue itaccord-ing to the chronologicalorder(4). Such are the two features whichtie points out beforehand as being exclusively characteristic of biswork. Now, the two first chaptersof St. Lube— that is to say,thebirth of John theBaptistand thehistory of the first years of JesusDhrist— beiugsuppressed,in what would the Gospelof St.Luke beiistinguished from thatofSt. Mark, since it commenceslikethelatterwith the baptism of the Jordan?(5). How would he justify theintention previously implied of resuming the recital from thebegin-ning—-that is to say, further back^even than St. Matthew, who startsonly from the Annunciation? St.Lukecouldnot-haveunderstoodhis
ownmeaning, then, whenhe was tracing, with his inspiredpen, theprologue of his Gospel? And here is a second miracle which theRationalists willhave to submit to in compensation for that of the
vision of Zachary, which shocks them so much. They will explain
how an evangelist, whodidnot understandhis ownmeaning,hasbeen
able to subjugate the fate of the universe. This is not all. This
impostor, this falsifier, who, in the second or thirdcentury, is said tohave interpolatedthe legendof St. John theBaptist, must needs havebeen a true thaumaturgus-in order to succeed. His greatest miraclewouldhave consisted in renderinghimself invisible. Ineffect, no one
saw him, no one suspected him, in the whole series of Chri&U'Snhistory ;he escaped all researches. Origen, in the year200, had notseen him;and to escape the notice of Origen, more than ordinaryskill wasnecessary. But,aboveall, in the year150, Celsus, thepagan,
the enemy of the Gospels,did not see him. To elude his gaze, sofull of hatred, would require finesse almost approaching to a miracle.Now,Celsus, thephilosopher,cites the first chapterof St. Luke, andhe takes occasion to endeavor to tarnish the immaculate name ofMary(6). Where, then, make place for your invisible forger in an
historical periodso scrupulously guarded ? Tertullian,Irenseus,prior
to Origen, didnot know him. St. Papias, whose precious testimony
Eusebius notes withso much care, had not the least suspicion of hisexistence. Keep, then, along with yourothermyths, thesemiraculousapocrypha. The first page of St. Luke couldnot have been invented
aa an after strokeby aposthumous forger.
(I)Luc.i.6—25; (2) Viede Jesus, introd., pag. Hi;(3) Luo. 1,3; (4) Ibid;(5)Marc1;(6)Origen,Contra Celsum,lib,i.cap.xxxix.

By theAbb6J. E. Dakbas.
(Translated from theFrenchfor theNew ZealandTablet.)

ChapterII—Preparation for the Gospel.— § I. Visionof Zaohary.
1. Zaohabt,Fathbb o*St. John theBaptist.— The Angel

Gabbiel at the Altabof Pek*umes." Thkbe was in the days of Herod, the KingofJudea, acertain priestnamed Zachary, of the course of Abia, and his wife was of thedaughters of Aaron, and her name Elizabeth. And they werebothjust before God, walkingin all the commandments and justificationsof theLord withoutblame. And they had noBon, for that Elizabeth
was barren;and they both were well advanced in years. Anditcame to pass when he executed the prieetly function in the order ofhis course before God. According to the customofthepriestly office,
it was his lot tooffer incense,goinginto the temple of theLord. Andall themultitude of the people was praying without at thehour of
incense. And thereappearedto him an angel of the Lord, standingon the right side of the altar of incense. And Zachary seeing him
was troubled,and fear fell upon him;but the angel said to him:Fear net,Zachary,for thy prayeris heard 5 and thy wife Elizabethhallbear thee a son, and thouBhalt call his name John. And thouhalt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice in his nativity.
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GRANDORANGE DEMONSTRATIONINAUCKLAND.
Thb abovewas amost orderly and respectable affair. Itmu»t havebeenhighly gratifying to Orangemen, butIhardly think Protestantsgenerally in this partof the world will be verymuch pleased with it.To Catholics it must, Ithink, have been most satisfactory. The
speakersbore testimony to the vitality, power, and progess of the
Catholioreligion especially in the Australian Colonies in language the
most emphatic. As aCatholioresident inAuckland,Ifor one render
themmy most grateful acknowledgement for the service they thusdid to theCatholiccause. We can readily pardonthem for the old-fashionedcalumnies and misrepresentation about Catholic doctrinal
affairs which they repeated, and which many of their respectable
hearers obviously swallowed as

"proofs from holy writ," and the
alleged pernicious character and tendency of the Catholic system.Can itbe possible that their ignorance on such subjects at this time
of day is excusableandinnocent beforeGod? J.W.

NOTES ON BOOKS, OLD AND NEW, IN THEAUCKLAND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE SOCIETY'S LI-BRARY.
Anoccasional shortnoticeof some of themorepopular and important
books in thia library may possibly be useful. It may induce someCatholicsand inquiring Protestants to subscribe to the library orpurchase the books noticed.

The Ohubch of the Fathebs, by Dr Newman.This small book must have had a great sale. A fourth editionwas issuedin'1868. Itconsists of short sketches of certain eminentand snmtly persona of the fourthcentury— Basil the Great, Gregory,Anthony, Augustine,and three others;one of thema Roman lady of
the highest family andgreat wealth.

The sketches were first published in 1833, and are the earliest
compositionsof whatis called the OxfordorTractarian school. Theywerewritten,,as the author himself tells us, "to illustrate as far asthey go the toneandmodes of thought, the habits and manners ofthe early times of theChurch"

We now know that it was partly such studies as these whichunder God. led the distinguishedauthor,and so many others of thelearned and piousEnglishProtestantclergy and laity into theCatholicChurch. Then began thatmovement towards the Catholio ChurchinEngland whichhasbeen going forward eversince, and is now sopro-minent a feature of the age in which we live. Dr Newman and-hisfriendsbeheld in the livesof these early fathers of the Catholic churchsuch adegreeof sanctity and heroic self-denial as they looked for invaininthe Protestant Church of England, or any other ProtestantChurch. They saw also in theChurch ofthat early age real « unity,"a thing which never has existed in any Protestant Church for anylengthof time, and whichcertainly is not tobe foundin the Churchesof England or Scotland. Heresies, indeed, of a most perniciouskind,didexist in those early ages, but theseonly exhibited ina morestrik-
inghght the unity and power of the Church, which cast out allheretics fromher communion, andcondemned theirdoctrines inabold
andstraightforward manner, acting as an institution invested with
divine authority.

Where are thepowerfulandnumeroussects of proudand defiantAvians of those times now, and whereare their doctrines ? They arewhere theProtestants of our day and their heresies will in due time,
according toGod's appointment, be— blotled out of existence;whilethe Church of the Fathers and her pure doctrines, will, as now,flourishin immortalyouth. Strangeas itmay seem, there are at thishour English Protestants of thehighest social position,evenministers
of State such asMrHome-SecretaryBruce, whoactuallydonot know
that such amovementas that referred to is now going on. They say,
and no doubtbelieve, that any accessions to the Catholic body inEngland are mereCatholic nativesof Ireland who comeovertoEng-land. People areoften fain toremain in ignorance of what they areafraidtoknow. Ioouldhave sent Mr Bruce a copy of the Auckland'
Daily Southern.Cross' containing a long list of English Protestant

clergy andEnglish Protestant nobility and gentry, who within the
last few years have entered the CatholicChurch. He might evenhaveknown that thelate venerable Duchess of Kent, the honoredmother of our belovedQueen, was received iuto the Catholic church
ou her deathbed,or shortly before. This fact is chronicled in theCatholic 'Register,'published by authority,and has never,so far asIknow, been contradicted.

—
Yours,

A Membeb op the Auckland Christian
Doctrine Society.
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Itis estimated that lowaalone consumed 6,000,000 bushels ofcorn this past winter for fuel, becauseit could not be sent tomarket
at aprofit. Ittakes fivebushels of corn to pay the freight of onebushel fromlowa toNew York.


