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HIBERIAN-AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY,

OPENING 0F THE MOUNT DA BEANOH,
‘W2 tske from the ¢ Mount Ida Ohronicle’ the following partieulars of
thia opening of the branch of the H.A.O.B.8. in that district i

A branch of the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit Society
waa opened at Naseby on the evening of Monday weck by Mr Fred. J.
Bunny, the delegate appointed by Bt. Joseph's Branch No. 78,
Penedin.  The eoremory wes oponed by the Bev, Mr Royer with

rayer. My Bunny, after reading the authority he had reccived from
E[ bourne to open the branch, delivered the following addreas s—=

Brothren,—We sre assembled on this cocasfon for the perform-
ance of an intereating and important duty, the formsl opening of a
new Branch of the H.A.0.B.S. Ttis by such means the bencfts of
the Society will be widely spread throughent Australiz and New Zua
land, and its principles moro fully understood. The object of our
socicty in the first place is by mutual co operation to provide againet
thase casualties of life which all are subject to in a corporeal manner,
and further the advancement of our lives in the paths of virtue,
wisdom, and happiness, by promoting the social, fmoral, and intellec-
tusl condition of its members. He who would hecome a brother of
this now branch, must prove his fitness by submitting his character to
"the Serutiny of those with whom he secks to associate, and if that
character -will not hear a strict tont, he is at onece rajected ; nor can
any branch neglect the solemn duty of testing the character of its
eandidate without sinking into degradation, and endangering its own
existence. In opening this Branch, another link in the social chain
of the Soclety is about to be accomplished, and those who becoms
members of it will take upon themselves a share of the respousibility
connected with it. The raling power of the Jociety, its Kxecutive
Directory, in sanctioning the establishment of this Branch, does so oa
the cxpress condition that the principle of subjection to the suprems

wer of the Society will always be recognised, and that mo deviation
g:m its lwws and regulations will at any time take placo, The govern-
ment of our association being eleotive, a participation in its manage-
ment i open to all, but power without reiponsibility will not be
permitted, or office without ability and integrity tolorated; these
principles are no less enforced in its individusl branches, than in its
supreme governuent. Now, my brothren, haring called your attention
to the aspirations of the Society, I have only to suy—Romember and
oop the inetructions and promiess of your initiation, and may you
ovor bo [favored with the blessings expressed through its motto of
* ¥nith, Hope, and Charity.” The dispensation was then read and
the delegate declared as foliows:—By suthority of the dispensation
Bow read, and in viriue of my prerogative, T do hereby declara this
besach No. 74. of the H.A.Q.BE.8. duly opened, and legally eatablished
for the carrying out of all the objects and purposes of the said Society,
now in operation, or hereafter to be adopted. The initiation of the
menmbers was then proceeded with after which the following ofMocoers
wore elected and duly installed—President, J oseph Kealy; Vice-
President, Bernard (fordon ; Secretary, P. M. Moroney ; Treasurer,
Michael Lennane ; Warden, John Clancy ; Guardian, Tames Byrna.
The delegate after delitering a closing charge to the Bocisty spoke as
follows :  Mr President, Vice-President, Officers, and Brothers—I
congratulate you upon the opening of & branch of the Hibernian
Australamsian Catholic Benefit Society in Naseby. The henefits
derivable from it are too mumercus to mention, one great blessing,
howoevor, to be derived from it is that it will be the means, of bringing
$he Catholics closer and eloser together, and then again you will be
able to spena maxy pleavant evenings at your fortnightly or monthly
meetings. DBye-and-hye when you grow richer and stronger, you might
Bave alibrary in connection with the Socieby—the wiater evenings would
ther be speatfas they should be, viz.,in i proving the mind. Iam doing
my utmost to open branches of the Society in Invercargill and
Lawrence, and I am determined not to rest unil branches are apened
iu theso places. T may tell you that the Catholies of Ohristehurch
bavo been communicating with me regarding the establishment of
branches in the Cauterbury Province, and as I have supplied the
Dgcepaary information, I trust shortly to hear of branches being openad
in all the important districts in the Provinco. Grentlemen,--3uppoa-
ing I live to a ripe old age, and that it fa the will of Providence that
L ehould plod slong withont benefiting in any wa my fellow Catholics,
ot I shall cast my dim oyes with feelings of p].'iga upon the diffsrent
branches of the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic  HBencfb Society,
and the thought of the part that I have played in ushering them
into Otago will make me to sy to myself « Well, after all, my
life haa not been nltogether worthiess I” Mr Presidant and Brothers,
—Let mo apgain congratulate you upon the inaugueatizn of your
bronch. I sincerely wish you every success, and I trust the 2lsh July
will ever be regarded as n rod letier day by the Cutholies of Naseby.
E take this opportunity of thaznking the Rev. Mr Royer for the deep
interest he hae taken in the Society. 1 can sssure you thab had it not
been for your good clergyman, despite my arrival in Naseby, I could
00t bave opened the Society. I am sure, my brothers, that this branel
will grow and fourish, bectuse it has beon opened by him with prayer,
and he kindly intends to closo it with the benedietion of the Moat
Holy Sacrameut. The ceremony was then closed} by the Rev. Mr
Royer with the benediotion,

The brethren afierwaeds adjouraed to Cogan's Melbourne Hotel,
where refroshments in the shape of cake, wiaes, fruits, and confuctions
wore served up in temping style, and in abundance, The Rev,
Futher Royer was in tha chair, and the newly elected President of the
Bocioty, Mr Joseph Kealy, in the vice-chair,

The President anid that nsthe Society was religious one, he would
propose the tosst of ** His Holiness Pope Pius the 1X.”

Rev. Father Royer, in reforriag to the toast just drunk, hoped that
the brethren would atfend sirictly to the duties imposed on them in
eonnection with this society, and srusted that, as true Catholics, they
would exert themselves to fulfil the duties expected of them,

The President next gave the ** Queen nad Royal family,” Drunk
with all the honors.

Mr Glordon said the Queen was the greateat monarch that ever sat
on the English throne, He had served her Majesty on the battlefleld,
and would do #o again if oocasion required it,

Recitation—'' The last moments of Montrose.”—Mr Bunny,

The President next gave the ' Health of Mr Bunny,” with the
usnal accompaniment of < He's s jolly good fellow.” y

Mr Buuny thaoked them for the warm aad hearty reception
given him. Bince he arrived among them ha had met with the
greatest hospitality from one and alt.

Song—" The Minstrel Boy,” by Mr Wilson,

Mr Bunny proposed *The Kindred Societies,” coupled with the
neme of Mr Brockes.

Mr Brookes, in responding, said that since he had become a mem-
ber of the order of Odcffellowu, ke had seen nothing but good fallows
ship existing, and he was convincad the MHibernian Society would not
be an exception to the rule. He expressed the wish that all the
rarious sacisties in Naschy would act cordially together, anl that har-
mony and goad fellowship would prevail amony all classes,

Song—*Oh! Brin my country,” by Mr J. Kealy.

The President nect gave “ The Municipality of Naseby,” coupled
with the name of the Meyor-elect.

The Mayor-cleet, Mr L., W. Busch, raplied.

Song—"“The Anchor's Weighed,” by My Wilson, 3 ,
Mr Bunny gave ' Success to the Nassby Branch of the H.A.C.B
8., coupled with the name of Mr Moroney. Hehoped that the mem-
bera would exert themselves to carry out faithfully the objects of the
Society, and thak in doing 30 they would benefit themsolves and be &
eredit to the order,

Mr Moroney replied, and said that althongh it was the las
branch of the paront tree that had shot out, yet he trusted it wonld
not be the least. -

Bong—* Ladies’ Eyes Around, Boys,”"—Mr Gord .

*The Ladies,” by the Preaident, was responde.l to by Mr Busch.

Recitation—" The Spanish Champion ® —by Mr Bunny,

+“"The Host and Hoatess” by Mr Broskas, was responded to by Mr
Oogan.
gSong—-" Annia Luurie”—-—b_y Mr Brookes,

“The Rev. Father Royer,” by Mr Basch.
replied,

Song— The Bhamrock ”—by Mr Lennana,

*Tha Press,” coupled with the nams of Mr Wilson,
dent. Mr Wilson replied, .

#overal other foasts and songs followed, ani the mesting, whick
wa3 & moat agraeable ons, broke up at an early hour.

OPENING PUBLIC LIBRARIES ON SUN DAY,
Tasg * Boston Pilot,” on 3 petition to open the Public Libraries on Suu-
days comments as follows :~—~While we dissgree with our Protestant
brethren as to the ground on which we biss our obsarvanca of tha
Bunday, sud as to the degres of strictness with which it shoull ba
observed, wo certainly caunot see thit any partioular good csa coms
Irom the opening of our Public Libraries on Saoday. The fact is, and
men like Josiah Quingy, who are bold enouzh to spsak out their
honeat convictions opealy proelaim it, our Public Libraries are begin-
ning o have a demoralizing tendenay, especially on tho young, The
shelves ave filled with all the novels of the times, good, bad, and in-
different ; these are given out to applicants withut any dserimination,
and at the counter of the libeary, a8 at the bar of the ruzmshop, that
which tustes the strongest is most oslled for. Tt wiyone examine
the report of the books given out, and he will begin to douwbt whather
sach culture as our people, especially our youag people, get from books
taken from our Public Libraries ba so nd, and whether there i3 nat

need to adopt some precautionary measure other than merely kesping

the Liberariea closed on Sundsy, IF these Libraries containel auly
good reading, we sh

ould fin 1 go funly with opening them on Junlay;
but a3 the reading watter mast aalled for i3 such as we cannob approva
wo are afrald that the opening of thess Libraries on Sunlay “js ¥
[here it quotes the words of the petition]  fraught with poril to the
pest interests of the community.” ’

The Rev gentlomaw

by the Prests

The London * Universe' rends the following in the °Brussals
Courier.” It is well worthy of the attention of those English atates.
men, who have shown themselves so shallow s to approve of the
persceution of the Catholic Church in Prussia :—Tho ancisnt presi.
dent of the ministry, the Baron Manteufel (a Protestant) said the
other day in the Ohamber of Peers (protesting agninst the new
iniquitous laws)=“They will rain the principle of unbhority, alrealy so
wenk ; the day i3 noar at hand when the royal power itsell will be
questioned. I implore the Almighty to svert our danger, far othor-
wise the question will not be * priests or royaity,” but " monarehy or
the pefroleurs,”—All mon of thought aud who have g love for their
country are coming round to the judzment enunciated long age by
the Church. But their waking up to this wisdom i3 somewlhat lata,
1Ieaven grant it way not be foo late.

A BIGNIFIOANT remark connocted wish Ireland is moutioned in
the last report of the Civit Service Commiisioners. Ths Com nissioners
say—"Ib may not be uninterssting to note that there i3 s great
diffsrence in the amount of suceess achicved by ths candidates for
situations in the Excise of the throa kinsdoms, mora than one-half of
the succeeaful competitors having heen examinad in Lrelsad, loss than
oune-third in Eugland, and less than ono-fenth in S:otlanl; gad
further, that whila the proportioa of prizas won to can il Libos ssab up
waa in England net guite 1 out of 9, and in Jeotlind less than 1 in 132,
in Ireland it amounted to somawhat mora than 1 o1t of 6.” If those
are the facts at present, what would Lreland do were her sons onee
placed on an equality as regards educational faniliticsand advan tages
with the English and Scoteh competitors P

The Catholics of Wichtia, Ledgwick Co., Kaunsas, have bought the
Presbyterian Church of that place, and dedioutod it to the houar of

8t. Aloysiug, Father Lumberg, the pastor, has to atbend the whols
south-western part of Kanaas.



