
OPBirixa OP THE MOUNT IDA BBA.ITOH.Wl take from the« MountIda Chronicle' the followingparticulars ofthoopeningofthe branchof theH.A.C.B.S.in thatdistrict:—A branch of theHibernian-AustralasianCatholic Benefit Society
wai openedatNaseby on the eveningof Mondayweekby MrFred.J.Bunny, the delegate appointed by St. Joseph's Branch No. 78,Ihinediii, The ceremony was opened by the Rev. Mr Royer withprayer. MrBunny, after reading the authorityhehadreceived fromMelbourne toopen thebranch, deliveredthe followingaddress:—Brethren,— We areassembledon this occasion for theperform-anceofaninterestingand important duty, the formal opening of anewBranchof theH.A.C.B.S. It is by such means the benefits oftheSociety willbe widely spreadthroughout Australia andNewZea-land, and its principles more fully understood. The object of oursociety in the first placeisby mutual co-operation to provide againstthosecasualtiesof life which all are subject toina corporealmanner,and further the advancement of our lives in the paths of virtue,-maaom,and happiness,by promoting the social,Jmoral, and intellec-tual condition of its members. He who would becomea brotherofttutnewbranch,mustprove his fitnessby submitting his character totheMutiny of those with whom he seeks toassociate, andif thatch«racter -will not bear a strict test, he is at oncerejected;nor canany branch neglect the solemn duty of testing the character ofitscandidate without sinking into degradation, andendangering its ownexistence. In opening this Branch, anotherlink in the social chainof theSociety is about to be accomplished, and thos» who becom*members ofit will takeupon themselvesa share ofthe responsibilityconnected with it. The ruling power of the Society, its ExecutiveEfcrectory, msanctioning the establishmentof thisBranch, doesso onthe express conditionthat the principleof subjection to the supremepower oftheSociety willalways be recognised,and that nodeviationftomits laws andregulations will at any time take place. The govern-mentofour association being elective,a participation in its manage-ment » open to all, but power without responsibility will not bepermitted, or office without ability and integrity tolerated; theseprinciples are no less enforced in its individual branches, than initssupremegovernment. Now,mybrethren,havingcalled your attentionto theaspirationsofthe Society,Ihave only tosay— RememberaudKeep the instructions and promises of your initiation,andmay you
S^?6'^ ored Wlth the bles9ing9 expressed through its mottoof"Faith,Hope, andCharity." The dispensation was then read andtoe delegate declared as follows:— By authority ofthe dispensation
W. v' £i d 1^6 ofmy Prerogative, Idohereby declare thisbranchNo.74. of theHA.0.8.5.duly opened,aud legallyestablishedfor the carrying out ofall theobjects andpurposes of the said Society,now w operation,or hereafter tobe adopted. The initiation of theMembers was then proceeded with after which the following officerswneielected and duly installed— President, Joseph Kealy: Vice-ft»sident, BernardGordon; Secretary, P. M.Moroney; Treasurer,MicfcaelLennane;Warden, John Clancy;Guardian, .Tames Byrne!O» delegate after delireringa closing charge to the Society spoke asfollows: Mr President, Vice-President, Officers, and Brothers-Icongratulate you upon the opening of a branchof the HibernianAustralasian Catholic Benefit Society in Naseby. The benefitsderivable from it are too numerous to mention,onegreat blessinghowever,to be derivedfromit is that it will be themeans of bringingthft Catholics closer and closer together, and thenagain you will beable to spenamany pleasant evenings at your fortnightly or monthlymeetings. Bye-and-bye whenyougrowricherandstronger, youmight
havealibrary inconnection withtheSociety— thewintereveningwouldtaenbe spentjas they shouldbe, viz.,inimprovingthemind. lamdoingmy utmost to open branches of the Society in Invercargill andLawrence, andIam determinednot to rest untilbranchesare openedin these places. Imay tell you that the Catholics of Ohristchurchhave been communicating with me regarding the establishment ofbranches in the Canterbury Province, and asIhave supplied thanecessary information,Itrust shortly to hearofbranches beingopenedinall the important districtsin the Province. Gentlemen,— Suppos-
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pe Old 5ge' and that ifc ia the wiliofProvidence^that.1shouldplodalong withont benefiting inany waymy fellowCatholicsyetIshall cast my dimeyes with feelings of pride upon the differentbranches of the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit Societyaadthe thought c-f the part that Ihave played in usherin- theminto Otago will make me to say to myself « Well, after all, myWe has not been altogether worthless!" Mr PresidentandBrothers,--.Let me again congratulate you upon the inauguratian of yourbraach. Isincerely wish you every success, andItrust the 21st Julywill everbe regarded as a redletter day by the Catholicsof NasebyItake this opportunity of thanking the Rev.Mr Royer for the deepinterest he has takenin the Society. 1canassure you that had it notbeen for your good clergyman, despite my arrival in Naseby,Icouldnothave openedthe Society. lamsure,mybrothers, that this branch"grow andnourish,because it has been openedby him withprayerandhe kindly intends to close it with the benediction of the Most?oy7e7
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The brethren afterwardsadjourned to Cohan's MelbourneHotel,Where refreshments inthe shapeof cake,wiaes, fruits, and confectionswere served up in tempting style, and in abundance. The Bey.Fwtherßoyer wasm the chair, and the newly electedPresident of theSociety,Mr JosephKealy,in the vice-chair.The President said that asthe Society wasreligious one,he wouldpropose the toastof"HisHoliness PopePius the IX
"

♥v!?*£ Fath6r??y!i'"Sref!n'|Qg t0 tQe toast just drunk,hopedthatthebrethren wouldattendstrictly to the dutiea imposedon theminconnection with this society, and trusted that,as true Catholics, theywoula exert themselvesto fulfil the duties expectedofthem
♥n.l^?re,Bidenfc nextBa"8 a"the ""

Queen and Royal family!" Drunkwithallthe honors. J

Saturday, August 2, 1873.J NEW ZE AXAND TABLET.
MrGordonsaid the Queenwas the greatestmonarchthat eversaton theEnglish throne. HehadnervedherMajestyon the battlefield,.aad would do soagainif occasionrequiredit.
Recitation—" The laatmomentaofMontrose."—Mr Bunny.
The President nextgave the "HealthofMr Bunny." with thousual accompanimentof"He's a jolly goodfellow."Mr Bunny thanked them for the warm and hearty reception'

given him. Since he arrived among them he bad m!et with the
greatesthospitalityfrom one andall.Song—" The MinitrelBoy," byMr Wilson,

MrBunny proposed"The Kindred Societies,".coupled with tire-nameofMrBrooke*.
MrBrookes,inresponding,said that sincehe hadbecome amem-ber of the orderof Oddfellows,behad seennothing but good fellow-ship existing,andhe was convinced the HibernianSociety wouldnotbe an exception to the rule. He expressed the wish that all the-

varioussocieties inNasebywould act cordially together, anJthat har-mony andgood fellowship wouldprevailamong all classes.Song—" Oh!Erinmy country,"by MrJ. Kealy.The President nextgave "
The Municipality ofNaseby," coupled

with the nameoftheMayor-elect '
The Mayor-elect,MrL. W.Busch,replied.
Song—" The Anchor's Weighed," by Mr Wilson.MrBunny gave /'Success to the NasebyBranch of theH.A.0.8»., coupledwith the nameofMrMoroney. Hehopedthat themem-bers would exert themselves to carry out faithfully the objectsof the

Society,and thatin doing so they would benefit themselves and be*
credit to the order.

Mr Moroney replied, and said that although it was the lastbranchof the parent tree that had shot out, yethe trusted it would
not be the least.

Song—" Ladies'Eyes Around,Boys,"— MrGordon."TheLadies," by thePresident, was responded toby MrBusch-.Recitation—"The SpanishChampion" —by Mrßu-nny.'"The Host andHostess," by MrBrookas, wasreiponde'd tabyMrOogan. l J

Song—" Annie Laurie"— by MrBrooke*."The Rev. Father Royer," by Mr Busch. The Rev gentlomv*replied.
Song—" The Shamrock"— by Mr Lennane.
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3 PJt??'" COttPled with the nameof Mr Wilson,by thePresi-dent. Mr Wilson replied.

ieveral other toasts and songs followed, ani themooting, which'was amost agreeableona,broke up atan earlyhour.

OPENING PUBLIC LIBRARIES ON SUNDAY.
xhb .Boston mot, ona petitionto open the Public Libraries onSuu-days comments as follows:— While we disagree with our Protestantbrethrenas to the ground on which we bwe our observanca of theSunday, and as to the degree of strictness with whichitshoull t»-observed, we certainly cannot sac tint any particular goodcan come-from the opening ofourPublicLibraries on Sunday. The fact is, andmenlike Joeiah Qumcy, who are bold enough to speak out theirhonest convictions openly proelai-n it,our Public Libraries arebegin-
ningtohare a demoralizingtendency, especially on tho young. Thoshelvesare filled withall the novels of the times,good,bid, and in-different; these are given outto applicants witUrmfcanydiscrimination,audat the counterof the library,as at the bar of the rum^hop, thatwhichtastes the strongest is most called for. Let anyone examinethe report of the books given out, andho willbegin to doubt whethersuch culture asour people,especially our youngpeople, get from book*taken from our Public Libraries be somd, anJ whether thereUnotneed to adoptsomeprecautionary measure other thanmerely koopin*the Liberties closed on Sunday. If these Libraries contained onlygoodreading we should flnJ no fault withopening themon Sunlay;but as the readingmuter most oalleJ for is sucha? wocannot aoproreweare atraid that the opening of these Libraries on SunJay "is

"
[hereitquotes the words of thapetition] "fraught with peril to thefoest interests of the community."

The Catholicsof Wichtia, Ledgwick Co.,Kansas-,havebought thePresbyterian Church of that place, and dedicatedit to thehonor ofSt. Aloysius. Father Lumborg,the pastor, has to attend the whals*south-westernpart ofKansas.

The London 'Universe' reads the following in the cßrus3el3cßrus3el3Courier. Itis well worthyof the attention of those English states-men, who have shown themselves so shallow as to approve of the-persecutionof theCatholic Church in Prussia :— Tho ancient presi-dent of the ministry, the Baron Manteuffel (a, Protestant) said theother day in the Chamber of Peers (protesting against the newiniquitous laws)— "They will ruin thoprincipleofauthority,already soweak;the day isnear at hand when the royal power itself will bequestioned. Iimplore tho Almighty to avert our dancer, fjr other-
wise the question will not be "priestsor royalty," but "monarchy orthepetroleura.'—AH mon of thought and whohave a love for theircountry are-coming round to the judgment enunciated long agobythe Church-. But their waking up to this wisdom is somewhat lateHeavengrant itmay not be too late.

A sI&NmoANT remark connected with Ireland is mentioned inthe last report oftheCivilService Commissioners. Tlia Com nissionersj^"""1
'

"may not be aninterß3tinJj to note that there is a greatdifference in the amount of success achieved by tha candidates forsituations in theExcise of the three kingdoms, more than one-half ofthe successful competitorshaving been examined in Ireland, less thanone-third in England, and less than one-tenth in SjotLuil; andfurther, that while the proportionofprizos won to canUlitos sentupwas inEngland not quite1outof 9,andin dcothndless th.m1in 12,
inIrelandit amounted to somewhat more thin loitof6." If thosoare the facts atpresent, what would Ireland do were her sons onceplacedonanequality as regards educational faoilitioa-a:Uadvantages
with theEnglish and Scotch competitors?
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