
A CHANCE FOR MR MACANDREW.
TO THEEDITOB.Sib,— MrMacandrew,in hishustings speech on the occasion ofthe Supermtendency contest, said :—:

—"
Well, gentlemen,Ishouldsay that noman is worthy of beingcalled a statesman— at all events a colonial statesman— unless his

great object is, and he uses his influence towards getting a regular
accession of industrialpopulationto our shores.— (Hear.) Ibelievethatany statesman is unworthy of the name, unless his aim is theattainment of that object."
Ithoroughly endorse Mr Macandrew's utterance;and to makethings morepractical,Iwill give him a hintof a way by whichhisbroadpolicy may be carriedcut the more successfully. Dr Feather-stemhas, onhis own showingby the immigration reportsjust tohand,

left some 25 counties mcentral and southern Ireland unworked as afield for immigration. Strong representations being made from- thecolony of his neglect of duty,he writes to showthat from the northof Ireland— taking into account therelative populationsof the homecountries—" a proportionate number
"

of Irish has sbeen sent out.What an absurd idea! The great medicineman acting as abalancerof nationalities— a la theScottish agoncy. Is itnotDrFeatherston'sbusiness— he has the spending of some £7000 in salaries and officeexpenses todo so— to work all the availablefields of immigration, and
get as many suitableimmigrants for the country as hepossibly canget,andso avert the failure of the great colonial scheme? Or, is itthe business of tbebalancer of nationalities, andis the £7000 a year
given for doing it, to do thegrand in tho WestEnd, andnot try even
m the slightest degree to turn New Zealand-wards the enormouscurrent of immigration daily flowing fromDublin andQueenstown totheUnited States and Canada? Also,isa civil servant,howeverhigh,
to set theGovernment at defianceand do ashe pleases, which he did
whenhe disregardedits instructions? Tho Governmentno doubt istoa great extent to blame by shielding him at first;but now thequestion appears tohave almost resolveditself to this:Shall they goout of office or shall he keephis appointment. No doubt a good Btiffvote of censure will be sufficient, and it will have the wholesomeeffect of making Dr Feathorston morecareful— willmakehim abjureeither his well-known policy or give up tho Agent-Generalship;andWill also have the effect of making the Governmentmore watchfuloverhim. Icould also refer at length to important omissions andblunders m regard to tlie working of England and Scotland;butthere areplenty from these countries to speak for them, andespeciallyfrom the latter. Iwillnot at least in this letter do so.

AgainIsax,hero ie afine chance for Mr Macandrew. Such anopportunity may not occur again of advocatinghis views, anditonly
remains tobe seen if he will aceup to what he has said. He is thesuperintendentalrepresentativein the House of the largest Provincein the Colony. As anOtago man,Ilook up to him, and ask him toredeemhis express promise,and move in thematter within24hoursfrom the time in whichhe sees the issue of-the 'New Zealand Tablet'in which this letterappearsin theParliamentarylibrary. lam surenr-.yreadera, at leastmy Otago readers,will expecthim todo the same.The notice of questionis,Has Dr Featherston given any explanation
of the fact whyhe did not takesteps to obtain immigrants from the
central andsouthern countiesofIreland? andalso, Doe» the Govern-
mentknow the groundson which-he dismissed Mr Farnall ? Was itbecause he set an example to Dr Featliarston of doing his duty?

—
I

am,&c,yours truly,
ViaiLANT,

NOTES.
(By a Layman.)

Who Take the Cream: Stbikes.
We have it dinned into our ears for ever

—
what nobody nowdoubts

—
that railways are an immense advantage to a couatry as ameans of promoting tiade and agriculture. While railroads are

building, the working classes, the publicans, and small storekeepers
havemoney in bothpockets. But after they are built, who gets theprofitsprincipally ? InEngland, certainly not the working classes,
or the middle class generally. It is found that they have beeuconstructed chiefly foi1the advantageof themonied men. The agri-
cultural and laboring classes inEngland arenow,andhave long been,
onpauper wages. The samemaybe said of the laboring classes gene*rally, though of late they have been better off. England has longbeen covered withanetwork of railroads, yet fourandahalf millionsof her populationare,during someportion of the year,in a Btate ofdestitution,livirg on publiccharity, and thereforeina degraded state

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, August 2, 1873.
THE DUNEDIN HOSPITAL.

n._ , (Contributed.)
THB Hospital supporters ought at once to organise themselves forthe purpose of securing the efficient working of shat institution.Theyought if possible to know from the government— lst. What istheamount to be expectedin aid ofits support? 2nd. A Committeeought to be formed under whose inspection, made weekly, or whenthey deem fit, the Hospitalarrangements in everydepaitment may beefficiently conducted. 3rd. We would suggest that theHospitalbedivided so as toadmit of classification according to the character ofthe inmates; taking care that notorious characters should not beallowed into the same ward with respectableand well-conductedper-sons. 4th. We feel certain that if special portions of the Hospitalwere allotted to the principal religious denominations,many advan-tages would follow to tha inmates from such a course. The Catholic
inmates have very oftenbeen annoyed by the distributors of Protes-tant tracts, leaving their articles on the bedsof the Catholicpatients,and by the oftrepeatedphrase, "Doyouknow the LordP" RomanCatholic clergymenhave had to complain again andagainof the overofficiousness of those notbelongingtothe CatholicChurch. We aremoreover aware that Protestantinstruction wasoftengiven aloud tothe entire ward at the same time thatsome Catholicpatients were inthe ward. If the different denominations had their separate wards,then all this trouble would be removed, and in the contributionshanded inby thepublic, the charge of favoritismwould be avoided jand thepublicspiritof the differentdenominations wouldbe effectu-ally tested. Ifthe Government gaveapro rota sum for eachpatient,and Borne such plan as that now suggested were adopted, it mayprovea blessing to tho inmates. Inour propositionthere is no clash-
ingofcreed withcreed;itis precisely to avoid the unpleasant circum-stances of the past, that we venture to propose the measure. Wethink itdoes not saymuch for the wisdomor prudenceof the Govern-ment and the Provincial Uonncil to takeaway from the Hospital thedefinite sum necessary for its efficient working, without at the sametime providing some sure resources for thatpurpose. Ifleftasit is,aa tosystem and the means of providing funds, certainly before atwelvemonthpasses many complaints vpll be forthcoming against theGovernment measure, and the usefulness of the Hospital will bediminished, without a counteracting advantage arising out of thecourseadopted.

THE 'NEW ZEALAND TABLET'AND THEPREMISSIVE BILL.
TO THE EDITOB.

Pitt street, Auckland,sthJuly.; s>ib,— Yourviewson the subject of thePermissiveBill appear tobarebeen formed under some misapprehension. It is not true,as yousnppose, that theMaine laws have proved a failure. Theymaybeindeed, often violated
—

what law is not? Yet they have provedeminently successful, inasmuch as they have emptied the gaols,andmade themost rowdyparts of populous townsquietandrespectable,and reducedpauperism to zero. Icould adduce themost authenticproof of these facts, fromofficial sources
—

the testimony ofAmericanjudges and governors,who, it maybepresumed, are the best qualifiedtogive anopinionon thepractical working or effectof laws amongthepeopleunder theirrule. Youmistake ifyou suppose that legislationcan do little ornothing either toencourage or repress intemperance.Experienceproves the contrary, The Licensing Acts which havebeen long inexistence hereandat home area direct andstrong incen-tive to intemperance, in consequence of the multitude of drinkingbars, which they permit tobe opened. You think thepeople shoi'Mhave no controlover the issue of licenses, because that wouldgive risetodissensionand illblood. By a likemode of reasoning, you mightrefuse anypopular franchiseatall to be used. You cannot elect anIf.P.0., ©»" M.H.R.,or themember ofany local public board,withoutthe risk ofcontention andill blood. You think the friends ofthePermissive Bill expect toomuch from thatmeasure. But do you noterron the other side by expecting toolittle benefit from it, -or more;whynot give ita triol ? It is, of course,only a subsidiary or auxiliarymeans of promoting temperance, anddoes not exclude religious andmoralinfluences, but co-operates with these without whichno vnor*.'
improvement ofany kind on a satisfactory footingcanbe hopedfor.You think the PermissiveBill would cause wrong and injustice. Butdoes thewant ofsome popularcheck in the issue of licenses not causeimmense or still greater wroug andinjustice tosociety ? You musfc,onreflection, see that itdoes. Iagree with youin thinking that the*o-called reformationdid much toencourage intemperanceand everyformof gross sensuality. This was truly the natural consequence ofmenand womenbreaking away from those salutory restraints which thefaith and discipline of the Catholic Church impose on human pas-
sions. Nominal Catholics, who seldom or never practice theirreligion,must be as bad ac Protestants in that respect,or worse.Archbishop Manning is not a man to underestimatethe power oftheCatholic religion toreform the vicious. Yet he isa strenuous ad-vocateof the Permissive Bill and Total Abstinence League amongCatholics,andnobly leadsin the cause ot licensing reform athoin

"
It is deeply tobe lamented,in my opinion, that you shouldbe leadingraan oppositedirection, or at least exercising your influence todampthe zealof the friends of the Permissive Bill and total abstinenceleagues among your readers. Ihopeyou may reconsider your views
on this vital subject, and yet go along with Archbishop Manning,We greatly want Catholic temperanceleagueshere.
Iam well awarethat much maybe reasonably urged against theexpediency ornecessity of Teetotal Leaguesor the PermissiveBill,byCatholics, and moreespecially under our circumstancesin this Colony,so few andscattered as we are. There is nothingpositively sinful inthe temperateuse of alcoholicliquor. The Catholic Church itsolf is agreat temperance league, though not a teetotal league. All its con-sistent andfaithfulmembers regard themselves as pledged to tempe-rance, and will keep their pledge. Those who are not faithfulCatho-lics, and who seldom or never approach thesacraments, will not pra.tice temperance

—
at leastout ofaright motive

—
though they belongedto fifty teetotal leagues. All moral impx-ovement which is*Budden orspasmodic, and not founded onfixed religious motives or principles,

is almost sure as a rule tobe evanescent, and will pass awaywith the
enthusiasm whichcreated it. We saw something of this in the case of.Father Matthew's movement— successful beyond allprecedentas he
was— yet the good effect of his labors was not permanent. TheChurch is not only the great teacher of the ignorant, butthe sole re-
former of the vicious, be they drunkards or any other kind of sinners.The one thingneedful, therefore,among Catholics is to get themtofrequent the sacraments. That being done, everything else thatisgood will follow, and temperance will be the rule amongus without;
any teetotal leagues, or Permissive Bills. Yet in sjitdof all this,teetotal leagues are, inmy humble judgment, desirable -and likely toproveuseful.

The PermissiveBill is meant to confer apoliticalprivilege, andis a just and righteous measureof publicpolicy. Icannot but thinkthat it is the duty of everyfreeman, und of all Catholics in particular,
to support that most jast andnecessary measure to tho veryutmostoftheir power, Ifear many of your readers do not evenknow whatthePermissiveBillmeans, though a large majority of theIrish M.E.shave voted for itin theImperialParliament.

John Wood,Surgeon.
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