
BISHOP MORAN ONEDUCATION, AT ST JOSEPH'S.
Ixthis ChurchonSunday last, at the 11 o'clock Mass, theRev.J.Lenihan preachedan excellent sermonon the terrible evilofdrunken-
ness.

Inthe evening,after Vespers,the Bishop prenohedon the Gospel
ot the day ;butprevioustoreading theEpistleand Gospel ofthe day,
hit Lordship remarked lie had spoken so often on the subject of
educationlately that he wouldnot occupy the time of the congrega-
tion withit that evening. He might, however, say a word on one
point:

—
Itwill be necessary for us to supportour schools ourselves.The burden,he observed, is a very heavy one, and the tax is very

great, but the duty of supporting our schools is one whichcannot be
avoided. We are bouna by every principle as Catholics andChris-
tians to give our children a Christian and Catholic education,and
and save them from the loss of their faith and from a Godless training."He that neglects his own, especially those of his ownhousehold,"as
the Apostle tells us, "has lost the faith, and is worsethan the infidel."
All those in chargeof children,such as parents,guardians, aucl priests,
and one inhis own pobition in the first place, will have to render an
account to Godat the Judgment Day for the mannerin which they
haveperformedthis duty. The neglect of duty on their part will
bringupon them chastisement for ever. We can make no compro- j
rnise in this matter of education, because our faith is the most
important consideration tous;for this faith wemust be prepared to
sacrificeever;thing else, because if faith be lost, all islost. If faith
be lost, it will be absolutely impossible for us to do any one thing
that willbe pleasing toGod. Thisis the teachingof theApostlePaul,
who sayß that

"
without faith it is impossible toplease God;and he

thathelieveth not shall be condemned." Therefore the loss of faithwas the greatest calamity that couldbefall us;and the next greatest
one was that of exposing our faith to the danger of loss. There is
onlya shade of difference between the two, because as we read in
theHoly Scriptures, "he that loves the danger will perish in it."
We are, therefore,not only obliged to make sacrifice* to preserve ourifaith, but we arestrictly bound to avoid the danger of. incurring the
loss of our faith or that ofothers confided to ourcharge. Now, if our
children are peimitted to attend theseProtestant andGodlessschools,
there is nodoubt their faith will be endangered j and hemight say,
consistent with the probability of the case, that as a rule their faith
willbe lost. Faith is a precious and a tender gift, andmust not be
exposedtorude treatmentand danger. We have experienceto cor-
roborate this, for we know that in the UnitedStates of America, for
example,under the Godless system hundreds and thousands, andhe
believed some millions, of child)en belonging to our (to theIrish)
racehavelost that faith for which their fathersdied, through Godless
schools

—
an irreparable loss for whichnothing in this worldcan com-

pensate. We should be warned by this and make sacrifices
—

very
great sacrifices—that we may have schools of our own. The Catholic
body,comparatively poor and few though it is in this diocese,has
already done a great deal. Notwithstanding aIL we have been called
upon to do, wehaveschools in Dunedin attended by 250 children;
inLawrence, by from80 to 100;inInvercargill, by 111; in Milton,
by 42 AtLawrence, we have a schoolhouse which has cost £900.
We have schools at Arrowtown, Naseby, and St Bathans, and pre-
parations arebeing made for opening two additional Catholicschools
shortly. Now, is not this a great deal?~ and itis allat the expense
of theCatholicbody alone

—
unassisted by the funds which they them-

selves contribute lor the educatioH of the country. Without any
pndeor ostentation, we may legitimately contrast whatwedoin the
matter with what other denominationsdo. We donot find the other
denominationsmaking any effort;they throw the costand the duty
uponthe country ;and whilst they do this, they absolutelyrefuse to
aidus to the extent of onepenny out of thomoney whichwe contri-
buteourselves. He had no hesitation whatever in designating this
conduct here as a monstrous injustice and a tyranny. He did not
ask them to presentanypetitionson this matter of education during
the present sitting of the Council; and his reason was because it
would be simply useless for them to do so. He had not asked them
to petition,because, in the first place,he was not quite sure that one
single memberof the Council would undertake to present their peti-
tion. When he had petitionsprepared before,some of the members
refused to present them; they denied to us the right of freemen
that of having our petitions presented to the Legislature of our
country. That is the stateof the case, and it is one that cannotbe
censured tooseverely. Now,he would not dare, under the circum-
stanceß, to ask a single member topresent our petitions. He thought
it likely there were some gentlemenin theCouncil who would present
their petitions— he thought it was probable they woulddo so— buthe
had nodoubt if they did they woulddo so with very great reluctance,
either because they are opposedtousor because they are indread of
theirconstituents. Hedidnot wish to place them in a position of
antagonism to their constituents. He felt our petitions would be
ignored in the Council, and he didnot mean to subject the body to
whichhebelonged— after thehumiliating treatment to which ithad
alreadybeen subjected

—
toanyfurtherhumiliation. For thesereasons

he hadgivenup all hope ofobtaining the leastassistancein thematter
of educationfrom the Councilof this Province. He should for the
present, and for some time tocome, abstain fromasking them for any-
thing;andhe shoulddevoteallhis ability andenergies to developing
our own resources as regarded the support and establishment of

THE AUCKLAND 'EVENING STAR' AND THE
MAORIS.

Subjoined is a specimen of the gentlemanly writing which so often
characterises tho above-named popular paper. The Maoris have
ready meansof knowing whati« writtenin the English papers. How
theymust admire the courtesy imd amiablesentiments of the'Star.'Beitremembered that the murderer repeatedly warned theEuropeans
off his landbefore he took " the wild justice of revenge," and thatneither he nor any other of the Maoris have since shown a dis-
position to make an aggressive movement on our lands. Why
Government don't offer anadequate reward for the detection of those
Europeans who are supplying the Maoris witharms andammunition
is amystery, unless they be afraid that guilt might be brought home
tosome whom they wouldmuch rather not get into trouble. TheseEuropeanwretches are far moreguilty than Sullivan's murdereror
Te Kooti. IfPurukutu were caught, and properly defendedby some
skilful and independent gentleman of the long robe, some curiousrevelations might possibly be made

—
not verypalatableto some of our

magnates. "Itis very improbable we will be caught;why should
Government go to war toplease certain land speculators?" Butnowfor the

'
Star's

' sentiments, whichare as follows:
— "At whata cost ispoliticalposition purchased! Here we are,a community of Britishsubjects, defied and laughed at by a gang of black savages whom we

havebeen fatteningon flour andBUgar till they are sleek;and though
we wriggle andmake wry faces showing the irritation that we feel,ourGovernment, to preserve their miserableseats,allow thebeasts to spit
intheir face,and then <}uietly wipe the insult away witha pocket-
handkerchief. Itis aglorious country, and weare anoble people."
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Catholicschools throughoutthe diocese. For this he was prepared
tomake every sacrifice inhis power! -He could not do much,buthe wouldgladly doall he could, and he would callupon the people
to comeforward in the causeof 'education, and to make sacrifices inthat oausß as their fathersdid. '.Hetrusted that his appeal wouldnotbe la vaia

—
he felt quite certain that it would not. The cause is agoodone. The appealwillbe made to charitableand faithfalheart's,

andwemay confidently expect the blessing of God upon an effortsuch as this. HisLordship then read the Epistle and Gospel,andexplainedthe latter at considerable length.- We were greatlypleasedto findthat the gas light waseverything that couldbe desired
—

a Tast
improvementon the lightof thoprevious Sunday evening.

of £5000 for that purpose passed by the Provincial Council during
itslate session.

—
Atan inquest heldon the body of aman found dead

at the Waiau under presumably suspicious circumstances, the jury
returned a verdict of " deathby exposure."

—
The excitementrespect-ing the opening of the Museum on Sundays continues. The first

meeting of the new Board of Trustees takes place to-day. The
remainder of the City loan of £6000 for drainage purposes has been
takenupat par.

—
The prospectus of the Canterbury Sale YardsCo*

has beeu issued. The capitalis £6000, in £5 shares. It is proposed
toerect yards in thevicinity ofthe city.— MrB. M.Morton's thorough-
bredmare Barbary diedlast night.

CORRESPONDENCE.
PERMISSIVE BILL.

TO THE EDITOB. ■ - "

Sib,— lwas suprisedand disappointed at the wayyouexpressed
yourselfin regard to the PermissiveBill. Youwillpermit me togive
utterance to my thoughts and feelingson this matter. lamnot on©
of thoseenthusiasts who would promise themselvesmarvels from the
Bill;yet,Itrust that some good will comeout of it, and with this
hopeIwill tender itmy humble and strenuous patronage. Iagree
withyou that itis for us a paramount duty, to promote temperance
andcheck the advanceofthe oppositevice by moral means,by educa-
tion andgood example. Isay with you that, in order toshame
drunkards, public dislike and greater horror of drunkennessmust be
raised toa greaterdegree. ButIgo farther, Mr Editor,Iconsider
that those moral means shouldbe supported by coercivemeasure! of
some kind. Itis the duty of the legislators, who are the fathers ofthe country, toprotectandcorrect aB far as possible thegreat family
entrusted to theircare. Now,let itbe affirmed that this verybill inquestionis oneofthose measures calculated by illustriousleadersathome, andamass ofpeoplewith them to diminish considerably the
crime ofintemperance. Ifit would prove inefficacious or difficultinpractice for large towas, it would certainly tend to preserve newsettlementsfrom the contamination of the degrading vice,giving time
to temperance to take root in theheartsof thepeople. Again,sir,it
surprisedme toBee you treating so lightly a project advocatedby bomany men ofintellect and experience;andIstill moredo wonder atit whenIthink thatyoumust be aware of the strenuous efforts that
are beingmade here, at Christchurch, and elsewhere, by the clergy
andpeople,preparing petitions to theGeneralAssemblyinaccordancewith their views and desires Your correspondent has kept you
informedofit. The stateoflegislation onthe Oontinent on this point
does not justify youinyour assumed opinion. Nay, withallrespect,
Iamcompelled tosay that you areignoranton thisparticularmatter.Only yesterday,being accostedby anIrishman,after a few words ofconversation,Iwas told by him that in France they had adopted
strongrepressivemeasures against drunkenness. ■'WhatmeasuresP"rtidIsay, as if ignorant of them. "Well," he answered, " for thefirst offence there is a fine of 5 francs, for the second offence there is
a higher fine still,and for the thirdoffence thereis imprisonment andloss of civilrights for twoyears." Let us not talk of pure moral
means without some sanction from the law. For instance,howlong
shall the victims of intemperance be alone amenable to Court,and
those who make those victims escape allpunishment?

According to your opinion,the PermissiveBill, if passed,willbethe causeof cabals, oppression, and conspiracy. But arenot publichouses indefinitely multiplied the hot beds of such cabals and con-spiracies? Is itnot at thoseplaces that several electors profaneandsell, for an unworthy potation, what is most sacred anddear to thecountry,/"*? votes ? Ifcabals and oppressionare tobeapprehended
in large towns, it should not be so insmall and new settlements.Therefore,limit, if youlike, tha action of the PermissiveBill,but donot refuse absolutely togive it a hearing. After all, shoulditplease
you to reject itas restrictive of intemperance, favor it,as affording tothepeoplean opportunity ofpracticing in a most important matter
whatis dear to them, what is their right— self government.

Iam,&c,
A Catholic op Wbhington.
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