
Theusual weeklymeeting of the WasteLands Board was held
on Thursday afternoon the 10th inst. Present— Mr J.T. Thomson,
Chief Commissioner(in the chair),and Messrs Strode, Butterworth,
Clarkeand Reid-

Mr George Gordonappliedtobe allowed to purchase section 42,
Waihemo district.Refused, pendingreceipt of Attorney General's opinion, which
hasbeen sought for.

Mr Murdoch M'Lennan applied for a license under the 161st
clauseof the Otago Waste Lands Act 1872, to occupy about 1000
acresofopen land discovered at the mouth of the Tautuku river.
Being theholder of RunNo. 446,he desired to have a place on the
coastfor shearing andstorage.

Lioense to be granted under the 161st Clauseof the "Waste
Lands Act1872, at a fee of £1 per annum.

The matterof the appointment of a District Land Officer forLawrence cameup. Warden to be appointed, subject to approval
of theGovernment.

Messrs Connell and Moodie,on behalfof Messrs Johnand Allan
McLean,requested theBoard tocause theboundaries of theirrunson
the HaweaLake country to be officially laiddown upon the complete
surveymap of the Interiordistrict,and to appointa day for confirm-
ing thesame.

The Chief Surveyor tolay down boundariesof allruns coveredby
new maps, for general information.

The applications of Messrs Inder and George tobe appointed
auctioneers for the Board for- the Mount Ida district, was recom-
mendedby the Government, andapprovedatusualrates.

BangerHughan reported on the application of MrRobson for a
lease ofTotaraisland, under clause169.

Robson's applicatisn to be grantedunder a bondof £1000.
Ranger Hughan reported on the application ofMessrs George

Gray Russelland Co., tohave section 37> block 1, Pomahaka district,
put upfor sale.

Approved.
The applications of MessrsG.Stephens, R.Francis,and P. Law

—transmitted by the District Land Officer
—

to have their business
sites atNaseby offeredfor sale. To be surveyed and put up with
valuation as recommendedby warden.

The applicationof MrPatrick White to purchasehis business site
Tuapeka Flat. To be sold by auction as land of special value,
having been so long occupied, and at the upset price of £20 per
acre. To be first surveyedat the expense ofapplicant.

The NasebyDistrict Land Officer reported on an applicationof
the Canterbury and Ota^o Association, to purchase92 acres of their
homestead onrunNo. 250, DeepDell.

Approved.
Mr Alexander Mollisonapplied topurchaseapiece ofopen land,

beingpartofBushReserve, block1, Clarendondistrict.
Referred toranger for a report.
Apetition was lodged against the sale ofpart of blockI,Waita-

huna west,applied for by Mr James Smith. The Goverment sent a
recommendation that the Board stay proceedings until further
enquiriesbemade.

Proceedings tobe stayedas requested.
Mr D.MoKellar,M.P.C., wrote,forwardinga petitionagainst the

saleofland on runNo. 354, Nevis district, petitioners having seena
notice of the intention of Mr Harrison, the runholder, to apply for
his pre-emptive right.

Referred to District LandOfficer as warden.
The Town Clerk,Naseby, telegraphed protesting against the sale

ofsections 70, 71, 118, 120, and 121, Naseby. The Government
recommendedallsections tobe withdrawn.

To be reserved.
Mapsofsection 13, block 3, and 14, block 3, and 16, block15,

Maungatua, applied for as unsurveyed land, were submitted for
approval,and approved.

Mr Tolinie (whodid uot occupy his seat on theBoard) applied
to have the plan of survey of a block of land inWaipahee distriot
approvedof.

Mr Thomson left the Board while this case was on, andMr
Strode occupied the chair.

Mr Gillies, ofMessrs Gillies andStreet, objected,on behalfofMr
Logan, to the applicationbeingpassed,as it wasnowsurveyed.

Mr Tolmie said it wasonly within the last five minutes thathe
hadbecome awai*ethat there wasany objection to this application of
his for laud at theback of his originalpurchase. His applicationwas
inbefore any other. Hehadgot the ground, rough hill laud, fencedin,and insteadof getting 640 acres fenced in, -there wereover800
acres. Itwas roughUnd, and lie wanted as little as he could of it}
and thebest fencing line, the one followed, tookinover800 acres.
The fencing hadcost him £360, and Mr Logan had appliedfor the
landafter ithadbeen fenced.

Mr Gillies saidMr Tolmie took possession wholly and solely at
his ownrisk.

Mr Tolmiesaid he didso after permission'from the Chief Com-
missioner.

MrGilliessaid Mr Tolmie's application 'was for an aroa stated
definitely inhis ownhandwriting, and Mr Logan had applied for the
remainder of the unsold land there. Mr Tolmie was now going
beyond his application,and accordingly went in.uponMr Logan's,
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WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION BEJEOTBD.TheProvincial Council has,by 23 to 17, rejected MrBix.u''a Want of
Confidence.

THEEEMODELI.ED GOVERNMENT.
OnThursday afternoon it was announced that Mr Tolmie andMrMcDermidhad retired from the Government. Their places weretaken by Dr Webster (Secretary for Lands) and Mr Shand (non-

official).
' V

No man should be allowed to take possession of Government landuntilhe was legally in possession of it,whiohMr TolmiewainotMrStrode asked Mr Prentice to explain why he had surveradtheextra quantity ofland. '»/<"»
MrPrenticesaid hehad understood the original applicationwasamended.
Mr Gilliessaid there wasno proof of amendment.
Mr Tolmie didnot carefor the 100 acres, but complained thatafter the fence was up this came forward. Hehadsomething to riskuntil the fence was up;3000 acres ofhis land wasopen.The plan wasapprovedofand Mr Tolmiewasdeolared the par-chaser.
The plans ofother similar applicationswerealsoapprovedof.It was resolvedthat adepasturing lease on Pigeon uland, LakeWanaka, be sold by auction.
The Boardpasseda resolution requesting the ChiefCommissionerto communicate with the Executive, to get a batter roomfor theholdingof theBoard's meeting.

AUCKLAND.
Rah.wa.ts in thk Waikato.

(A Contributor.)Thebe was, as you will see from the papers, a large meetingheld her*
la*t night, for the purpose of urging Government to extendth«
Waikato Railways,andcarry themon from one end of the blandto
the other. Itwasargued that such a policy would, amongothergood
fruits put an effectual stop to any future danger from thenative**
The Auckland prints make much of the unanimity and enthusiasmwhich prevailed at the meeting. But this was not surprising. The
meeting was mostly made up of laboring menandmerchants— -some
ofthe latter dealing extensively inliquor. Any scheme involving the
large outlay ofpublic funds must of necessity prove highly profitable
tolaboring menand liquor traders. This maybe saidwithoutcUtraot-ing in any way from the value of railroads in the Waikato or any*where else, as ameans of giving an impetus to trade andagriculture.
Particularstress waslaid on the necessity of Government proceeding
immediately without any, the least delay, to builda Waikato Railway
up to the disturbed districts, as a means of stamping out theMaori
"little wars" with which we are ever and anon troubled. By theway they are not verylittle wars if we look at the expense. It was
maintained that costly as a railway might be, it would not
be so costly as those military arrangements we had been forced
to make to keep the natives under. It ooourred very strongly to
methat there was another and a still cheaper and more efficaciouswayof securing the peace of the country

—
so far asMaoris arecon-

cerned. IfGovernmentwould only take proper means toenforce the
Arms Act;offer a sufficiently high and tempting reward for the
detection of those supplying the Maoiis witharms andammuuition,
andonconviction of the offenders hang them up on tbe gallows tree,
weshould hear no more of the necessity of building railroads to
prevent orsuppress such disturbances. The reward now offered by
Governmentunder the Arms Act, isnot sufficiently high and tempting—

itis paltry. This subject was not broached at themeeting. If it
had been it would most likely have got the go bye. Some eruive
reply would have been given to any one putting a questionon the
subject, and asking the reason why a larger reward wasnot offbred.
There are always some in the community to whoma warpolicy and
consequent war expenditureis highly profitable, and these may be,ontheplatform, the loudestinurging the maintenanceof peace, law,Andorder. Such is life.'The present native policy seems prudent andjust, andonly what might have been expected from a Government
presidedoverby a ChiefJustice. The law is about tobe vindicated
by legalandpeaceablemeans, without any showofviudictivenesa. It
is only a matterof regret that Sir George Arney's term of office asGovernor,will so soon expire

—
unless indeed his successor shall be

animated witha like spirit ashimself. If war be avoided,no thanks
tothe Auckland press. They havedone theirbest tokindle thefUnftes
ofwar

—
someof thematleast

—
notably the

"
EveningStar.'

THE VALUE OF TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION.
"The value of telegraphic communication," remarks the 'Lyttelton
Times,'"between theAustralasian coloniesandall other partsof the
world,is illustrated, ifnot clearly proved,bya statement said to h&re
beenmadeinMelbournerecently. According to the 'Argus,' '&v
influentialmember ofthe South AustralianParliament' said that the
total cost ofthe overland telegraph)line between Adelaide and Fort
Darwinhad been about £300,000, and that South Australiahas bean
already recoupedtothe extent of one-half thai large outlay at tho
veryleast. This hasbeen done, we are told not by charges for the
transmission of messagesover theline,butby theincreasedvaluegiven
toher surplus produce through the rapidity with which she has been
enabled to informherself as to the exact stateoftheLondonmarket.."
The Melbourne 'Argus

' questions this statement of the South Aus-
tralian.M.P.,but the

"
Lyttelton Times

'
observes:

—
w Weseenoreason

whatever to doubt the correctness of the view taken by thisinflnea-
tialmember of the South Australian Parliament, moreespecially'whoa
it is backed upby indisputable figures. The enhanced price to tho
producerhas enabledhim tospendmoremoney inlabour, andso the
priceof that commodity has been increasedby an increase in thede-
mand. Inthis way,by action and re-action, the advantagesof fole>
graphic communicationare spread throughout an entire community.
When the whole question of telegraphic communication is closely
examined,the conclusion seems inevitable that themasses,compare
tively speaking, will derive most advantage from its extension. The
absolutenecessaries oflifecannever rise to famine prices inLondon,
Paris,and the othergreatcitiesof the world,when news is published
daily,almost hourly, about production in everyquarterof the globa,
except in the hardly conceivable case of a universal blight aad
destruction.
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