
Well, tliuu, what does justice demand1 And Catholicsask no more than justice. It demands that the moneypaidby them for educational purposesshallbehanded overto them

WEEKLY EPITOME..
The thirty-second session of theProvincial Council of Otago wns

opened on the Istinst., at noon,by Eds Honor the Superintendent.
MrG-ilhoa was elected Speaker, Mr Reynolds withdrawing after hehadbeenproposed, and Major Richardson declining tUe honor.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, July S, 1873:
for the niainteiience of their own schools. If they hudnoschools, or not enough— if they were like so many othere,utterly indifferent as to the education of their children— -tliecase would be different. But as things are, Catholics areseverely punished— heavily fined for having done their dutynobly in raising up good schools, which afford amplemeansof education for their chil-iren at the present time. A mowmonstrous injustice than this has never been heard of sincemen were compelled to forfeit their lives and properties inorder to preserve their faith for themselves and their children

it failed in the qualities necessary for carrying them intoexecution.
There s»ems to be a disposition on the part of many

members to act in a conciliatory spirit, and to lose no time
in transactingthe business of the country. It remains,how-ever, to be seen whether this good dispositionwillbe able tostand the test of party exigencies andpoliticalrivalries. Noone can fail to perceive that the embers of strife may befanned intoa flame at any time. Perhaps before the publica-
tion of this the Province may find itself in the midst ofanother politicalstruggleand party crisis. Would it not bewell to allowMr Tolmie to develop his policy1 otherwise itwillbe said,and with justice, that the objection to him isunreasonable. Men inhis position shouldbe judged by theirpslicy;and, as yet, he has had no opportunity of explainingto the Councilhis policy— at least,in a satisfactory manner.He may be a very undesirable Provincial Secretary, butthepublic good demands that the people generally, as wellas the majority of the Council— should there be a majorityof the Council against him— should be convinced of this.Nothing can be more injurious to the character of theCouncil than todelay or obstructpublicbusiness byindulgingmrivalries and contests, with which the population, as awhole, has no sympathy. It is to loe hoped, therefore, thatwhatever isdoneby the Executive will be done at once,andthe business of the country transacted without delay, andenergetically.

SECULAR EDUCATION IN VICTORIA.
The Godless system ofeducation has had one year's trialin Victoria,and theresults are not encouraging. It wasstated byits friends inParliament and thepress that therewere thousands ofchildren notattending any school in theColony, that the old system was uuable to reach them, andthat thenew one was especially designed for theirbenefit.Among themany objections raised by its opponents, notthe least important was the enormous expense it would
certainly entail on the Colony. Mr Francis and hisparty,however,laughed this objection to scorn. Well, one factis worth more than a thousand theories;and the patrons
of Godless education have themselves been compelled toprove the truth of the predictions of theopposition.

Formerly the education grant of Victoria amounted toabout £180,000 per annum; this year the Minister ofInstructionasks for £485,482— an advance in the year of£300,000. And this isonly the beginning. What willbethe amountof the demand nextyear?
Itmaybe said,however, that the Government schools

are morenumerously attended thanhitherto, This is true,
but it is not the whole truth. The real question is,arethere more children,relatively to the increase ofpopula-tion,in attendance at.the schools this year in the Colony
than there wereduring the previousyear ? And the next,is,have the neglected children been reached. What, in
the first place, is the true state of the case in reference totheincreased attendance at the Governmeat schools ? Itarises,ifnot altogether at least chiefly, from the fact thatlarge numbers of children who used to frequent privateschools nowpatronise those of the Government on accountof thegratuitous instruction given there. The additimalpupils, therefore, are for the most part those whosoparents wereable and willing to bear theexpenses of theireducation,but who arenow quite content to allow them tobe educated at the public expense. Some, too, of thedenominational schools have been handed over to theGovernment,and apartof the increase may, consequently,
be attributed to this cause.

But what about the poorest and mostneglectedclass ofchildren? This is the all-important question; it is forsuch that G-overnment schools are intended,andif they donot attract the poorest and most neglectedchildrenin thecommunity, there is hardly any reason why they shouldexist at all. People whoare able to educate their childrenwilldo so. How is it, then,in Victoria ?
"

Whatabout thegutter children ? It appears they are gutter childrenstill;and.not afew who had been at Government schoolshave,during the last year,been scared away by the large
influx of respectable well dressedchildren.

The denominations and the benevolent, at their own
expense,may take charge of the gutter children,whilstthepublic educates gratuitously the children of respectable
and well-to-do parents;andpoliticians and bigots, in.orderto secure for themselves place and pension, denounce
poperyand denominationaleducation.

-But whilst the Victorian systemofgratuitous educationis in itself impolitic and unjust, whilst it compels peoplewho have no children to pay for the education of theirneighbours' children " in reference to the Catholics, it isespecially tyrauical and unjust. The population is taxedat the rateofnine shillings perheadfor the support of thissystem;and as Catholics are one in five, they must pay£100,000 this year for the maintenance of a system of
education to which they are conscientiously opposed,whilst bearingthe entire expense of the education of their
own children. And the Victorian statesmen are not^ashamed! O Tempora!OMores!

WELLINGTON EDUCATION BOARD.
At the meeting of this Board on the 18th ultimo, the fol-lowing resolutions were passed:— "That with reference toRoman Catholic schools, the present salaries of masters bepaidfrom the IstMay till further notice; that in the opinionof this Board it is advisable to amalgamate the two maleschools as soon as pos-ible; that as regards the Conventschool, known as 'St. Phibmenas Girls' School,' the Boardconsidering the constitution of that school and it3strictlydenominational character, whichit must always possess, feelthat they areunable to take over the management and con-trol of it;that the Board regret that they are unable tocontribute towards the building contemplated to be erectedhy the Key.Father Cummins."

Let us place the facts of this case clearly before ourreaders. The Catholics of Wellington have provided fourgoodschools at their own sole expense. Between three andfourhundred children out of a population of about twelvehundred Catholics attend these schools. Itis evident, there-fore, the Catholics of Wellington have done tlieir duty totheir children and their fellow citizens. If education beneglected in this city, no blame can be attached to theCatholic portionof thn community. The Catholics thereforehave earnedand are entitled to sympathy and aid. This isone side of the picture; let us see the other.
There is a Sectarian Education Board in the Province ofWellington— that is,a Board charged to carry out a, systemof educationon the principles of the Sect known as Uude-nominationalists, withpower, however, toaid denominationalschools. Thelaw empowersthis Board toaid denominationalschools, and,by empowering it, charges it to doso. Whenthere is a denominational school deserving of support, theBoard is criminal in refusing it aid, merely because 'it isdenominational? Yet this is thevery thing thatthe Boardhasdonein reference to St. Philomena's Girls' School:"That asregards the Convent school, known as " St. Philomena's Girls'School,' the Board, considering the constitution of that schoolandits strictly denominational character, feel that they areunable to take over the managementand controlof it." TheBoard, therefore, refuses to do the very thing it is authorisedand bound to do,precisely becauseit isauthorised and boundto doit. Thisis the state of the case 30 far.
But thereare otherpoints forconsideration. The Catho-lics are taxedfor education;the Board clutches the moneyandspends it, not on the schools of the people,except to avery limitedextent, who pay it,but on schools for those whohave neglected and who neglect their children,and on schoolsof other denominations, particularly sucb as belong to theGodless school Sect. Meantime theCatholics have themselves

to maintain thoirown schools. From these facts, therefore,
it appears the Godless school Sect, which is at pn-sent in
the ascendent, compels the .Catholics to pay double taxes.Is not this ij)onstrous?
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