
An Enthusiast.

TO THEEDITOE.
Stß,

—
Iwish through your columns tobring under the notice of theCatholic young men of this city the desirability of forming anAmateur Dramatic AssociationonCatholic principles. That such an

association would be a great boon thero is no doubt. Similarassocia-tions are already established in Victoria, and lately inChristchurcliand Wellington, where they have proved vei-y successful ;and ifonewasestablished in Dunedinit would be the meansof Catholic youngmen passing many an enjoyable evening, especially during the winterironths. Shoulda sufficient number of young men consent to theprinciples of suchan association,Ithink the best plan wouldbe tocallameeting, anddefinitely form one. Trusting that this subject willbetakenupby others,— lam,&c,

UNITED WE STAND.
TO THE EDITOH.Slß,—Catbolics seemthe only class in this Colony who lose sight ofthe oldadage that—" Union is strength." Ifunity— united action

-
might be expectedanywhere,one might hope for it amongus,seeingwe are united bo closely by a common bond of faith andecclesiasticaldiscipline. Iwish much you wouldexertyour influencetoget established in this Colonya generalCatholicUnion,or Congress,upon a similar plan to that of the English CatholicUnion. Letushave a central body, with which local societiesin everyparish shall be
amliated. The office of this general association and its branchesshouldbe toencourage and promote allkinds of undertakings, havingfor their object to advance Catholic interests, whether religious,literary,charitable, or political. Among the objects ofsuch anUnionor general Congress and its branches, ought to be to promote theinterests, thatis the circulation, of the Tablet, and get members tojoin theHibernianBenefit Society. We want leaders, and mustlookto theclergy. The laity are well disposed, but timid, and aversetomoveinany matters of this kind unless they ccc the clergy in thefront. True,it may be imprudent or unbecoming in the clergy tomeddle inpartyor pettypolitical questions. But is not the CatholicChurch, after all, from its very nature a politicalas well as religious
institute? She is destined to influencehumanaffairs ineverydepart-ment, andmay not confine her power within the sanctuary aloneHer ministers must go forth to the world and boldly battle againstinjustice and wickedness everywhere, not shrinking on suitable
occasions toappear evenin the politicalarena for that end.Auckland. " J W

WASTE LANDS BOARD.
The usual weekly meeting of the Waste Lands Board was held onThursday afternoon last, the 3rdinst.

There were present theChief Commissioner (Mr J.T. Thomson),in the chair,and MessrsTolmie,Strode,Butterworth,and Clarke.
THE MAREWENUA BLOCK.The Hon.R. Campbell, through his agent,Mr A. C. Begg, madehis adjourned application for the purchase of this land. Mr. Stout

opposed. The Inspecting Surveyor,Mr M'Kerrow, now reported tothe followingeffect:-Theapplication comprises11,586 acres, of whichfully 5000 acres consists of level terrace land and easy sloping spurs.The remainder is steeper andhigher, andpurely pastoral country. Onthe 5000 acres the landis not generally suitable for small holdings offrom 80 to 100 acres;but for settlers,having 400 or 500 acres, whocouldcombine cropping with grazing, it is well adapted. The land
is about the only area left in |North "Otago suitable for settlement.
As to its auriferous nature,he andMessrs McQuade and Thomson, ofthe Mining Association, prospectedfor two days with-tin dish andshovelin the Ofcekaike,Doctor'sCreek, andOtiakValleys. InOtekaikeValley only two or threeminute specks were detected at the mostinanydishful. No tracewas discoveredin Doctors creek or the Otiak,but in the gullies running into theOtiakminute speckswereobtained.Conglomerateappears on the east border of the land applied for, and
a pieceof it which wa*pounded yielded two specks of gold. Golddoes exist,and will only be payable if the ground ia washedon anextensivescale. Itwould take some months to bring water in, and
to sink shafts to.ascertain the payableness of the ground. If theapplicationwere granted, itmight prevent the diversion of water fortheproposed water race from the Otekaike to the auriferous groundalready reserved,as in tne case of theproposalto divert the Kakanui.Herecommended the applicationshouldbe grantedintact, ordeclined.Sale confirmedand surveyapproved,Mr Clark dissenting.

MISCELLANEOUS.
TheDistrict Surveyor reportedon an application 'of Messrs Wm.andDavid McCreedy for an extension of their coal lease at Kyeburn.Mr Bathgate opposed on behalf of Mr John Durward;Mr Turtonfor applicants.

Proceedings proposedto be taken against MrPolio jk to"be with-drawn.
"

Extensionnot to be granted.
Ranger Hughan reported that the Wairuna, Merrie Creek, andPopotunoaBush Reserves, leased to Mr Pollock,were inbetter orderthan when he had taken them.

Mr Alexander Pullar applied for section18, block 1, Waikouaiti, toplant treesandcompleteaproperty.
Declined.
Messrs Hughes and Jaggers' postponedapplication topurchasethe site of their brewery on the Clyde and Cromwellroad cameen.The consent of therunholder, Mr McLean, tothe sale wasproduoed.
Approved. Land tobe sold atupset of £20 per acre.Objections werelodged toa resolutioncarried at a meetingin theTuturau, thatno sheepshouldbo depasturedthereon.The Board considered the matter one in which they shouldnotinterfere.
A letter was read from MrH. H. Homer,submitting thathe wasentitled to a free grant atMartin'sBay.
If claimant proves he has resided on the land for two years fromdate ot authorised occupation, a free grant to issue to him.Applications from Messrs McAlister, Blair, andCoffey,to pur-chaselaudheld by themunder agricultural lease wereapprovedof. '
Anumberof applications to exchange leases from the old to thepresent Act were granted.
The sale of land under agricultural lease, at Cromwell, to MrJay, was declined. Messrs Smith and Anderson appeared forapplicant. ri^

EDUCATION.
TO THE EDITOR.Sir,— Would youkindly permit me space for a few remarksonMr DeLatours opinionregarding education ? When addressingthe electorsatNaseby,he said— "Clergy should have no control over schools"and "there should be no religious instruction gabbled in them"When asked wouldhe bo ia favor of denominational education liesaid— "lfCatholics cameup to the standard Iwouldbe in favorofdoing them justice." If he thinks Catholics are below the markeither so far as the support of education is concerned, or the standardof education in their schools, he must be greatly in error. With re-gard to the first point, Catholics everywhere give voluntarily andlargely in addition to being taxed; andas to the second, "n thoseschools in Avhichreligion is taught, the standard of educationis higher

than in secular schools. We all owe what littlelearning we possess tothe denominationalsystem, which excels all others,and lias taught themost eminent men in history's pages. Iconsider Mr De Latour'sopinionon education very narrow and shallow, becausegood religious
training reprobates evil and inunorultty. It is the eye of G*od aChristian will dread, and not the law of aState. A nefarious hetero-doxy is taught to Catholic children ia the miscalledNationalb -Injlsof Ofcago. Innocent children are taught to stiguiafoe the i.ic-*teminentof their religion and of the land, and tohonor thisjwh^m ifthey had their true biographies, they would no-,. Aid the -t- L»
compelsCatholics to BUpport this system, whichhas a vi cbe»:a7ii»audwillendiv vileness. Itwouldbo just as impartialfor the& *tv to

We take the following from the TaranakiHerald':— « We havereceivea information from Patea that the line of roadbehindMountligmont isbeingpushed onwithconsiderable energy. Captain Blakehas now a force of some sixtymen-EuropeansandNatives— andgood
bush hands arebeing takenon. The advanced party, whoareexplor-
ingandblazing t\e track, arenow some twelve miles forward, and .ofar the country it very favorable forroad construction. Asthe county
Is^bo levelatboti' ends, wemay fairly assume thatnogreal difficult 3Sbe encounte.3divcarrying the line through. We ho >c" ;thattleivork willbe etaived at this end at an early date, so tha'j the whial
laay be completedduring the ensuing summer,"
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£a£r , A Subscriber.r.b.— Mr Oliver spoke very fairly on the educationquestion.

enact a law that wouldcompel Catliolio children toabuseand ridiouletheir parents aB to teach themtodefame theirholyreligion.
Iam, &c,

WELLINGTON.
(Fromour own Correspondent.)Duringthepast week theRevFatherCummins visited the counirydistricts On his returnhereceived a letter from Mr Graham, Secrettary to the Education Board, embodying resolutions in reference'CdPCatholic Schools. These we give elsewhere. To this letter theReTFather Cummins replied that he hadsurrendered St. Joseph's SchooT-

to the Rev Father O'Reilly, itbeing in the rev gentleman's parish,
that he hadsent him the letter, andhad requestedhim toanswer it ashe might judgeproper. The resolutions of ths Board tohis (FatherCummins') mind, implied a departurefrom the promisesmade by theBoard toDr Grace and theCatholicCommittee, and an insult to theCatholic community, if not moreover a violation of honor. Withrefereuce toSt Philomena's School, he would leave the matter to beconsidered by the CatholicCommittee, to whom the Board pledgedthemselves inhonor to recognise Convent Schools, andaccept themwithout further restrictions. How long will the public be blind toits own interests, andnotbe ledawayby a clique?

CORRESPONDENCE.
RANKE'S HISTOEY OF THE POPES.

TO THE EDITOR.
SlB,

—
This book, written nearly 30 years ago, posseses a peculiar

interest toreflectingmen, and especially reflectingPrptestants, at thepresentcrisiß ofpublic affairs in'Christendom. M. Kankeis a Protes-tantProfessor of History. "He enjoys a reputation for eminentliterary acquirements. Hehas devoted to this subject the results oflong research,andconsulted the relationsofeye witnesses,usually im-partial,or whosepartialities are against thePopes. Hehas published
to the world his candid acknowledgment that thePopes in theselatter times have been,in their private lives,unblameableand spotless—

thatmany of themhave beenmodels ofvirtueand piety." bo says
the'DublinReview.'

'j?Writing of the Popes of the earlier ages, M. Ranke uses thefollowingwords:—":
— "Whatever may be said of thePopes of formertimes, itmust be allowed that they had in view someelevated andnobleobject,either toraise anoppressedreligion,todestroyPaganism,

to spread Christianity among the nations of the north, or to founda powerful and independenthierarchy." * * * «IW as onceof opinion,"said anoratorof the Council of Basle," that it wouldbegood to separatethe spiritual wholly from the temporalpower, butIhave learnednew that virtue would be subjected toderision withouttheaidofpower;and that the Pope, without the patrimony of theChurch, would be nothing morebut the slave of kings andprinces."He might have added, orofdemagogues.— Recent events inItalyforman instructive commentary on these words of the "
orator of theCouncil ofBasle."
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Auckland.
A SUGGESTION.


