
BISHOP CROKE AND THE AUCKLAND HOME FOR
NEGLECTED CHILDREN.

10 THB EDITOR.
SIR,

—
Youiray havenoticed from the Auckland newspapers thatBishop Croks hashad; occasion to explain to the public the reasonwhichinduced him to "decline" to have any connection with theHome for Neglected and Destitute Children, and which containsseveralCatholicchiUren. Itappears that thePresident of the insti-tution is the Anglican Bishop,DrCowie, whoassumesthe ecclesiasticaltitle of Bishopof Auckland. Now Dr Crokehaving been appointedBishopof Aucklandby the Holy See, there would obviously havebeen a grossimpropriety inhis connectinghimself officially with this' Home," and he declined to do so accordingly, when asked by acertain dissentingministpf. When replying to his letter of explana-tion, theMayor of Auckland (Mr Philips), who is connected with theHome, and presidedat the last annual meeting of the subscribers,ttsed these words:— "lbelong toa denomination (Jews) who strivetopractise aspiritof tolerance and charity which some others onlypreach." This was tooffer the flattering incense of praise to himselfand the Jews atDr Croke's expense. But how did Dr "Croke showeither intoleranceor unchsritableness? He could not recognise DrCowie's claimto the title of Bishop of Auckland, though he paid agraceful compliment to his personal worth He admitted that theobject of the Home was beneficial. He professed his readiness tosubscribe to its funds, and to advisehis people to do the same, andthanked the managers*for their care of the Catholic children whowereunder their custody. In the lace of all this, Mr Mayor Philips

represents Dr Crokeas an uncharitable and intolerant man. Ihavefrequently vieiied the Home, andit is,Ithink, admirably conducted.£he children, bothCatholicand others, initare well cared for. Yet
itis not a place suitable for Catholic children any more than forJewish children. Were there any neglected or destitute Jewishchildren in Auckland (which to the honor of the Hebrew communitytherearenot)Idonbt if Mr Philips would like tosee them living inthis Home, andeducatedthere— ail his charity notwiths:anding. Ca-tholic children are-only there because the Catholic community is toopoor toprovideother accommodation for them.
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NEWS BY THE MAIL.. Ssnob, Caivo, the Spanish Consul atParis,has been arrested ona
charge of embezzling £14,000, the property of Spaniards who featediedin Paris. Before the end of fche Session, it is rumored, theHouse of Commons will be asked for an additional grant for thePrince of Wales The death is announced from Paris of M.Ameuee Thieu-y, the celebrated French historian. A report husreached Londonof the murder of Sir Samuel and Lady Baker, andthe remnant of the expedition,which numbered a thousand when itleft Eg}pt for the interior of Africa three years ago. A steady
stream of emigrants from southern Europe continues to pour intoBuenos Ayres and Monte Video. In Buenos Ayres four thousand
emigrants arrived in a fortnight, The American peace Commis-
sioners were massacred by the Modoc Indians; the assassinationcreated profound sensation in the United Stated. At Woolwich
thenaval authorities have been trying a new torpedo of enormouspower andde^lruetiveness,one whichis calculated to destroy a ship
ut halfv mile's distance. Her Majtesty has contributed £250 to thetestimonial to the lute MrMucguire, M.P. At the York Assizes,
Vyvyan Henry Moyle, Vicar ofEston,near Middlesborough, who had
pleadedguilty to forging a scrip representing £22,000, was sentenced
to- seven yeuro penal servitude.—

—
In a riot between Whites andBlacks ar, Uolfux, in Louisiana, 100 negroes were killed and many

wounded. According to the U. S. census of 1870 which has justVeenpublished, the wholepopulationoftheUnitedStates is, in round

numbers,33,000,000 whites, and5,000,000 negroes,55,000 Chinamen,
snd somehundreds of thousandsofIndiansandhalf castes.The Queen visited the East-end of London on April 2, andreceivedan address in Victoria Park. The weather was propitious,
andimmense crowds cheered Her Majesty. Mr R. W. Jackson)M.P.,has givennotice of his intention to mov.e the rejection ofMrPlimsolls Shipping surveyBill when it comeson for a second readingon the 14thMay. Greatexcitement was createdin Cork, owing tothenumber of Irishpassengers known to be on board the Atlantic

—
about 200, including many women and children. — The Emperor
William has reviewed the lsfc Fusilier Company of InfantryGuards,
just armed with the Mauser rifle. The men fired fourteen timesperminute, a number of discharges which admits of being nearly
doubled. Mr Weightman, the barrister charged with stealing abook from fc..e Inner' Temple Library, has been" sentenced to sixmonths' imprisonment.— —A Bill has been passed authorising thelaying of a cable between America and Asia, the United Staterfurnishing yess-els for the soundings and the lading of the cable. ■>"
Mr Liebrcich, the oculist, has invented a school-desk, intended toobviate the injuries to the sight induced by children sitting in a lop-
sidedposition to write.— —Prince Bismarck proposes that Germany
should spend about ten millions sterlingohfortressesand fortifications.

Itis stated in financial letters from Germany that mortey is more
scarce there thanat any time since the terminationof theFrench war*—

=*O'Eelly, the imprisonedcorrespondentof the'Wow YorkHerald,'
reports that he wus p-esent at a recent engagenent, wheu thevictorious Cubans butchered the wounded Spaniards who fell intotheir power. — —New York was indarkness througli a gasmen's strike,
bat the strike proveda failure.

The trial of the Tichborne Claimant was to commence on April
29. Preliminary proceedings have been taken. Anactionhas been
commenced against Mr Routledge for publishing a book entitled"

The Tichborne Romance," a publication considered to" be Verypre*
judicial to theplaintiff's case.-^-~Cainbridge was again victorious in
tho University boat race, beating Oxford by three and a quarterlengths, the time was 19min. 36sec, the fasteston record.

—
-Thi

long illness of Count Bernstoff, the Prussian Ambassador,terminated
fatally onMarch 24 According to the Berlin correspondentof the'Times,' CountBernstoff's successor asGermanAmbassadorinLondonwillprobably beBaronvonWerfchern.thePrussianEuvoy at Munich. "
At Thorn, inPrussia, the four hundredth anniversaryof the birthday
of Corpernicus was celebrated on February 19. Speeches were deli*
vered by severalscientificmen, andaball was given in the TownHall.
Copernicus was born at Tliorn in 1473. Mr Plimsolls movementagain&t unseaworthy ships is attracting great attention. An enthusi-
astic meeting has been held ivLondon;several Board of Trade in*
quirieshave been Diderad. Another result has been thataParliamen-
tary Commissionupon the loss of life at sea was constituted. LordNeavos has been installed as Lord Rectorof St. Andrew's University.
The Btudents are described as behaving "in their usual noisy and1
demonstrative manner." Earl Russell's book on Christianity, toappear in the course of March, is"The Rise and Progress of the
ChristianReligion in the West of Europe, from the reign ofTiberius
to the endof the Council of Trent." Lord St. Asaph, son ofthe
Earl of Ashburnham, has joined the Catholic Church. General
Belknap, the new War Secretary, andGeneral Sheridan,are visiting-
the Mexican frontier, with the object of establishing forts there for"
theprotection of the new railroads. The ehil war in Cuba is still
carried on with its old ierocity. Cespedes, the President of the Cuban
Republic, is reported tohave declared that whatevermight happen inSpain, the Cubaus wouldaccept no terms shortof independence.

A Royal decios has been issued, formally taking possession, in*
wholeor in part,of the property of sixteen convents iv Home, forpurposes of

" public utility."—- —
Baron Haussman, the famous Pre*

.feet ot the Seine, who built ImperialParis, is again showing activity,
and reviving business habits." Heis now onhis way toConstantinople"
to engage in some financial enterprise, where ho will meet M. deLesseps, whois negotiating about the Suez canal difficulty.— *— Thff
jewels belonging to MrsLizardi, whose husband liasabsconded, Were,
sold,and realised a total of £lI,OOJ. One necklace ulone fetched£2700.- Brigham Young has resigned the leadershipof the Mor-
mons,andgoes to Arizona, He divideshis immense property among
his sixteen wives and his sixty children. Some old Mormons,
probably, will follow him. The Mormon probleminUtah is consi-
deredto be solved. A. lady named Boyec, win hudbeen despond*
ing, threw herself into theLitfey at midnight on February 8, and was-
rescued by ayoung man. She had uponher at t|ie time £6000 in;
bank notes and securities. M*Mitchell Henry,M.P., h»s been
elected amember of theIrish Home GovernmentAssociation. In&
letter toun officer of the association MrHenry says that

"
Englishmen

andScotchmen look i*pmiIrelandand Irishmen with undisguised dw*
like anddistrust."

The latestaccounts of the loss-of the Atlantic state that 560 per-
sons were lost, including 350 women aud children: 415 persons were"saved, 60 of whom bel.nged to tho crew. No woman was saved.
One little child of all the children onboard was snatched at the lust
moment from- the wreck.— -—President Grant has signed a conventionwithEnveden reducing the rateof postage between the two countries'
to ten cents. It is rumoured that JumesGordon Bennettis making
preparationsto establish anew daily inLondon, which is- s«id tohave-
been a favouriteprojectof his father's, who held tuat aLondondaily
conducted on American principles aud with American enterprise,
must reach an enormous success.

— —
Abd-el-Kader is lying seriously

illat Damascus. A series of the literary productions of the mostdistinguished Irishmen isabout toba publishedby Mnyth,Dublin. *-
The Rig Veda, Sauhita, and Pada texts, a*edited by Professor MaxMiiller, will shortly appear in four octavo volumes of 400 pages each.

A now transition of "Faust" by one of the most accomplished
"Faust scholars" inEngland— theRev C.KeganPuul— is announced
as to appear very shortly.

A good deal of disappointmenthas been expressedinDublin at
the absence of any announcement in theQueeu's Metsage relative le
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theology with his system of astronomy. Even Galileo himselfadmitted the condemnation wasonly adinterim or temporary till thesystem weremcontrovertibly proTed to be true.
"«. * ti. ?°pe>B » Terrion t0 sanction the doctrine— ihat is, raise
it to the position of an incontrovertible dogma of science if nob oflaitli, as Gahleo almost wouldseem to demand— is amply justified bywhat, m a later age. a great philospher, M.Delombre, has said. He
observes that "' the moderns had not been able to allege any direct
proof of the diurnal motion of the earth prevous to the voyage ofKicher toCayenne, when he was obliged to shorten his pendulum,
before Raernur measured the velocity of light, Bradley observedand
calculated thephenomena"of aberration,and before the discovery of.the law of universal gravitation by Newton. Previous to these dis-coveries, the Copernican system was not pi-oved, but.only probable,which was in fact, nil PopeUrban theBth seemed tocontend for.

5. Gfauleo was by a fiction of the canon law denounced by oneof the canons of law as a heretic on the likeprinciple as aScotchman
is by a fiction of the civil law dehounced as a

"
rebel

"
when he does

not pay his debts in obedience to a decree of court. The truth ofGahleoa theory anymore than the justice of theScotchman'sdebt isnot inquestion,but only the authority of the tribunal, whichissued!themandiite- The Scotchman is ordered to pay,Galileo to remainsilent; both for the present only. What maybe afterwardsorderedor permitted isa separate qufstion entirely in either euse. By theway,there is an old proverb-that the truth should hot necessarily
be told atall times, though falsehoodbe acrime. Prudence"may dictatesilence for a time. The Pope seems to have thought so in Galileo'scase. The "

rash" publication of his scripturalspeculations,combined
withhis astronomy,might lead toconsequences which Galileo himself
would regret

—
upset a beliefof revealed religion in the mind ©f theimperfectly-instructedportion of thepeople.

The "
OtagoTimes' atfdProfessors in the Otago University will,

Ifear, still continue to teach that the Roman Catholic Churchis now
and ever liasbeep the enemy of science, learning, free thought, andevery good thiug. Suchis the power of prejudice over great mindseven in the J9lh century.
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