
k&»£ as?ti: ŝssax^greatest nations of the world banded together- to d fwha P ilattack theCatholic Church of God; to imprison herb2hoT» hL\*her pnests. and shut up her monasteries and colleges wffiesuffering persecution thus, theChurchknelt at the foot of theTar .11hadnothing wherewithto defendherself save the prayers ofher chHdren,and her confidence in her God. Full oflove^KThurchTwitte"the world persecuted her, wasstill expendingherse f, as ofold foj theserviceofmen and for their salvation.-Tuere were to-cUy B°x:million!
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- The7 wouldaßk 1»* what wasth« meaningof all this ? He answered that in all this when theyreflecteddeeply, they in this nation ioundreasonfor greafcjlto-da?!Z?o?hTJT£ nnllm£- VnfO-n aPPrOached *" Christand entered

S«"« a \vi fw?i"*}*"»ir, the moreperfect, themorenoble,the moreGodlike that individualor thatnation became How wasaman andconsequently* nation to approach toJesusChrist ? Therewasonly one waym whicheither a man or a nation couldapproachtheSaviour The approachto Christby only through theHoly oneCathohc and Aportho Church which JesusChrist himself^S:Therefore, any,ndividualor anynation that wished to approach theLordJesus Christ should do so through the church. Oh let themgive thanks that they had received this graceofintellectualsubmission
Chn \ V?fc Jheir grandoldmotherland was within thebosom oftheChurch. To-day Ireland was making a grand Act cf Faith HoneandLove in the Sacred Heart of JesusIhrist. SbwodnoX'worthyof that high and glorious honor if she wasnot able to say tohe nations-.'Can you convince me ofsin?' Let them see whetherhis nation-tinsoldIrishnation, was worthy of being presented tothat SaoredHeart. Let themlookback upon her history " waTifc nitahistory of faith ?-of divine knowledge^illustratedb/her armes of
wlvdsdif /fh 8h Vlg° rOU/ daya ° f her Ohrisitanity, and after-wards defendedby an army of martyrs in the days of persecution.Could she not proudly ask had she in that long history of fifteenhundred years ever sinned against the Light, had s^he ever,by onoactofapostacy,betrayed the cause of God and proved faithless to herfaith? Could she not say among all other nations, she, the virginnation, standing to-day among them, robed in her garb ofspoEpurity,and 'gemmed and jewelled with the crowns of innumerablesa-n s who thronged the halls of Heaven, could she not say «IhaveXiSr^oTV'1

"
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f.Li«ht» Ih»« neverbeen faithless to theTruth. Oh ! ye the nations to day warring ngainst knowledge andruth, whicnofyoucan convince me of sin ? HareIever been false tothe sacrod principles? have Iever lost confidence in my God?"Never neyur could she have lost her confidence in the Lord Jesu.Christ, never could sl» 9 have offended God by persecuting Hi!o?hfs ChurchT^° 'rll '̂116I16 Pr6r° f the "^««1 1jSictfonot his Church. In the day of her. deepest distress, when the bloodwas flowing from her heartand the blood stains on her virgin brow,when she stood on a grave which, covering the whole land, was yetfilled withthe blood of herpeople, did the cry of despair,or of wantofhopeor ot confidenceever issue from her lips ? Never ' Was shPZV* fV° My
f

Bacred PrinciPJ« of "ght? Never. Itwas True thesword fellmore than once from her hands. Did she everlose «r»nfidenceinhcrGod? Did she not still say to the nations?»oVye oflittle faith, whichofyecan conv.m-eme of sin?" The heartof Irelandhad everresponded tenderly yet strongly to the touch of the Divinehand and like the chordsof her own time honored harp she hadsent forthdeepnotes ofsympathy with the Church of God wheneverher love was appealedto. Witness it to-day in the Pentecost whichseeme-lrohaveWn poured out upon her people when,at themvtation of their bishops, headed by » Prince of the Church ofGodthey came forward to consecrate their motherland, themselves and"their chi dren for a 1 future age, to theSacredHeart of Jesus Christto offer their hearts and the nation's heart iv consemxion Jo theDmne will Thus they made one grand, solemn, national attestationbeforeHeaven andbefore earth thut, whateverothernationsmight be,the heart of Ireland was sound in its iove for their Lord Jesus ChristThe thousandsof men and women who knelt that morning at theCommunionrails all through Ireland attested that when the love of-the Saored Heart of Christ made an appeal to the Irish* people thatappealwas n.stanty responded to with all the energy, all theqmoknets, and withall the devotion of a people whose history wa-nothingmore or esa thana history ofDivinelove,enlightenedby faS"strengthened byhope, ardent incharity, so as \o be3 more powerfulthandeath itself, ihe Irwh people, the supporters of the tmditions'ot a nation ofmartyrs, calledupon the Virgin the MotherofSorrow?tora.seup theheart of the nation and place ,t side by sidewlthSof the Dmne Son. Ireland stood that day the grand renarator?nation among thenations Worthy ofthe consecration wTiich^vasb^stowed upon her,she made that day her solemn act of faith, hopeand love, and thereby ensured for herselfa future as glorio»
"

andperhaps more glorious, than her past, so that she, tfL dear o"island of ouw-aueient, yet new j aged, yet youne— should be infuture lime., a.she had beuniv the pa?t, ihjgl^ry o! the Cumch of-cholarr ' aUd the fmi""l otherof saints and
After tho sermon, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament* com-menced, when theprayers prescribed for the occasion wore read, andhis Jtiniueuoo tho Cardinal Archbishop solemnly pronounced thewords dcrucuting Ireland to the Soore>! Heart of Vlesus. At fouro clock sobuin Pontifical Vespow vere ohauuteri, his Eminence theOarJiual Archbishoppresiding, and with eossession andBenediotionof the Blessed Sacrament, the grand and impressive oweinoniulsteynViiiated.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
A POISONING CASE IN VICTORIA.

The "HamiltonSpectator'reportsthetermination of the adjournedinquest on the body of the girl Clara J. Davis. The 'Spectator'says that the simple story of this child, whose life was suddenly cutshort, as toldby her sister, a baby ofstill tendererage, is quite affect-ing. The two had beenleft alone in the house, whilsttheirmother
wentout to give music lessons, and the elder child, now deceased,happened accidentally tobreak a lamp-glass she was engaged in clean-ing. "Whatever shall Ido? Ishall catch it," exclaimed thefrightened child;who thereuponwent into the frontroom and told
her youngersmternot to cooiein. Whatshe did there is not satis-factorilyproved,but the younger child seems to havehadanidea onthe subject, for before her sister entered she noticed threepackets of
mice powder(or verminkiller) behind the clock in the front room,,and found that twopßckets were gone when deceased cameout ofthatroom. She taxedClara with taking thepowder, and the latter denieddoing so ," althougha few minutes after that denial,tetanicconvulsionsset in,and the deceasedgirl, after lingering aboutsix hours in frigHt-iul agony, expired. The child had not been subject to violent ill-usage, for not a scratch was found uponher body. The iury returnedanopen verdict, to the effect that death arose from strychnine, butJiow orby whomadministered there wasno evidence to show;attach-
inga rider, setting forth thnt, in their opinion, from the small quantityot strychnine taken, the dose wouldnothave beenfatalhadthebody ofthe deceased been better nourished. The deceased was a child ofquick susceptibilities,anda womaninexperience.

SOLEMN CEREMONIAL AT THE DUBLINCATHEDRAL— SERMON BY REV. T. BURKE._ (DublinFreeman ')
nn <s, a %?" Triduum which commencedon Thursday terminatedonSunday (Passion Sunday) in the CathedralChurch, Dublin, withagrand ceremonial. As early as ten o'clock everyportion outside theS!?.T^I"? Waß Jtr".ronKed fo ** vilest capacity, and thou-sands had toretire, not being able togain admission within the floorsSihflZlP^J*1, ZrcmOnießZrcmOnieß at twelve o'clockJtS^T? i Pontifical High Mass, at which the Most KeyDrWhelanSi aSS? Bomba.T)offlciatedas prelate celebrant. The Cardi-

the -vlni T $lfuUChoir> Afc the ">***&<»* of theHigh MassdtJurse. T 'aSmjd6d the PulpitaDd deli d̂ a splendid

Qoß^nh^ thleeB'^rCe lh? eiffed Preacher t^khis text from theXI"Iif J " Jesus,Baid to »he multitude ofthe Jews, whichvL^t- hf C°nVlnC
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e"~ ° f 8i" ? IflBay the truth f° )'ou why doTwJ believe,meP *««»««- is of God hearethtbe words of God.-TWfore you hear them not because you are not of God.' TheZr^nf i7dt
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Twt 15eisa.c.red Heartof Jesus, as exemplifiedJin these words.IuLT 'k? aßßc" l̂ed there th<* day in a spirit not of sorrowEwilT' o ,ofKwndjoy ofgreat exultation,ofgreat triumph toAe^ZiS56 11c,]]c,i1O.llne
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"K^ a"dtheir. d?lrl.y beloved country to it that day Howiplendid was the majestic* significance of that universal and united actof consecration asIrelandnow raised up her heart with one will toSUf,,^All loTing Heart. Without travelling out of theSSl"""& fch7had n!,fc aßUbJcct for the
-"sfc p~fi«^

fhnt fn^' iTI".ch /y°u shall convince me of sinV What was
want n< f 7l t ° Sn"»7 P?ke ? *>»* of all,it was the world'swant of faith, for men loved da.kness rather than the light. All theirlTlJ?Veiwande,ring away in*° every wild and stormy path of
down Sii.0RJR J 5 dai'^eSB, ° Ver the JmJ- When G°d cameStfr.??"! ° ?!?P"? the darknees of tho worid. »hough mensaw thehght they loved darkness better than the light. The second
Sd thlt*3l"*T *

Pro*3.s*d t0 tr^ «"« rather thaninGod— that all its hopes and all its fears were bound up with the£ZT' ln.Rome'.?e?cT°d in Judea'and Pilate inPJersusalemJh«r",U ,grCrn,BUStaimnS powers ofall the hopes andfeaiS ofthe Jewish people They wanted no suchking as Jesus Christ;theyacknowledged noking but Ca>sar. Oh, whata contrast the al con*-
«n«; ?i hoPe\werein HH>3 Heavenly Father; never for amoment did he lo*e confidenceinHis God-a confidence so great that,it sustained Hun for the threehours of mortal agony that He hun-upon the cross Mennotonly did not love God,but they hatedHim"they loved darkness,and hated the loveof God and the knowledgeofGod; their confidence wasnotin God, but in the world. Let themask themselvesnow had thewo.Idchanged P No-unfortunately,no!lhough great wonders of gracehad been poured upon the world, theworld remained still pretty much whatit was. There was the samehatred of truth, (liesame grovelling confidenceinmen. Christ passedaway,buthis livingbody remained That living body was the Churchof Jesus Christ; and the Church said to tho world today < Can youconvince me ofsin V What a glorious triumph that that living bodyshouldbe able to say to ahostile andcriticising ivorfd, 'Can youcon-
vince me ofsinP' Not themost astute philosopher,not thekeenestcritic, could takeup that challenge, and answer.

""
Ican convince you

8m
- lhe Church still, in ten thousand streams of divine gracepoured the light of heavenly truthorer the world. The world now asthen heard the same voice saying, 'IfIsay the truth toyou why uoyou not believe me ? But the world, true to its traditions,still loveddarknessrather than the light;hence the fight for godless education.-Uie world to-day depends upon the secular- arm rather than upouWod; hence the contest between principle and material power.Treaties no longer bind;justice is no longer the shield of nations-principleand light arenolonger the defence of the w°ak :a cause isnolonger secular became itis sacred. But the Church comes in fullof light, for she has themindofJesus Christ 5 full of confidence inUod, for she isholy ;and oppobes the arms of pmyer andher diviieandsupernatuial confidence toallthe attacks of the world, bho says

to the T»orld and her children, 'Pnt notyour trust inprinces, in the
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