
Some,particularly in the northof the Colony, blame the
policy of the party inpower. This, however, does notseem
just and reasonable. This party has not done anything to
jirovke war. They have notbeen guilty of any injustice to-
wards the Natives; on the contrary, they have done every-
thing in their power to serve them, and, as it appears to us,
left nothingundone to conciliate them.

CATHOLIC INTELLIGENCE.
Arrangements have been made for establishing a CathoJw

school at the Arrow. Itis expected to opin in a fortnight,and there
arenh-eady 25 intending pupils. Arrangements are also beingmade
for the erection of a church in this rising district, and the efforts of
thepeople towards providing school and church accommodationare
most,spined.

—
Prepaiutions ire beinng made for the erection ofa

church at Lawrence;a site is being excavated, and stone is beinir
quarried.

—
The number ofCatholics in the tfokatip electoraldistrictis 656; in the Matatirn district, 344; Waknia, 223;Riverton,204;

Inrercargill, 254 ;Wallace, 129. We give the numbers of Catholic*'
ina few of the Canterbury districts:

—
Shuids road, 200;Rangiora,

300;Bracebridge, 210;andLeeston, 300, bring over 1000, to whom
theic is but onepriest.

An Auckland correspondentinforms us that the New ZeaIjAXD
Tablet has been spoken ofin the Auckland churches withanearnest
recommendation of it from the Bight Rev. Dr Croke,BishopofAuok.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, May81, 1873.
them the world at large, that there were 2,000 children inChristchurch alone who did not attend any school whatever.Hemeant, of course, 2,000children of an age togo toschool,else there would be no argument in favor of the New Edu-cation Scheme.

In the first place, the statement is its ownrefutation inthe minds of all who know the facts, and would be con-sidered such by everyreasonableman, unless,indeed, he wereassured that there was not a school of anykind in the city.But what are the facts. At the date to which reference hasbeen made above, there were in Christchurch on?y 2,001children between five and fifteen years of age the schoolage, that is, in the proportionof about 1to 6 of the popula-tion. It will be 'found, also, by looking into the censusreturns, that the Catholic population of the city was 1,043 "
and wecan stateit as a fact, ascertained by our ownpersonal
observationand investigation, that 200 children attendedtheCatholic Schools

—
that isabout 1in5.

Now, the other denominations of Christchurch are morenumerous and wealthy than the Catholics, and it is a well
known fact that they have numerous and well attendedschools. Under these circumstances,it will not be either
presumptuous or disrespectful to say that the honorableCouncillor's statement is at least avery great exaggeration.
Indeed some people,and we must say we are of the number
wouldbedisposed todisbelieve it altogether. Theprobability
is,in truth, that the number of children attending school inthat city is larger inproportionto the totalpopulation than in
themust favored countries of Europe.

But it may be asked what was the object of making such
areckless statement,and oneso easilyrefuted? Itisevidentsecular, or mixed, educationmust be established per fas autnefas, and, therefore, the character of denominational educa-
tion must be damaged if possible.

For the sake of argument, however, let this untrue state-
ment be supposed to be true, what then? A reasonable manwould say, do not destroy the existing schools, which are so
wellattended, rather help them to give additional accommo-dation. This, however,is not the course adoptedby a largemajority of the Council. Destroy is their motto, »nd theiracts amount to this

—
there are ».wo thousand children who

ought to be at school, but are not, and tho way to cure the
evilis to annihilate the schools at present inexistence.

Others can speak for themselves, we must confine oar-
selves to what regards Catholic Schools. And are wenot j
justified indenouncingthe grievousinjusticedone to Catholic
children and Schools ? There is no allegation that theCatholic Bodyhas failed to do itsduty, or to provideamply
for its ownmembers. Nor can sucha charge be made. Thefigures given above prove that about 1in 5 of the Catholic
populationis going to school,and consequently no more need
be saidon this point.

What is the inevitable conclusion of all this ? -That the
advocates of the secular and mixed systems are not really
anxious for the spread of education. Those who ire zealous
for the education of the people do not destroyexisting and
efficient schools. What, then, is the object? Simply the
destiuction of Catholic Schools, and the securing for them-
selves the exclusive possession of all Schools. Practically, in
Otago,all Government schools are Presbyterian, under the
new law in Canterbury they will be all Wesleyan and
Presbyterian.

In writing thus,it must not be supposed that we mean
to insinuate that theOpposition when in power actedeitherunjustly or with want of due consideration towards Maoris.Our only wish is to state facts, with the view of bringingoutour own ideas and establishing our own theories, which arethe resultof long experienceof savage tribes.It appearsto us, neither of the contending politicalpar-ties is,,or ever has been, to Hame for Native wars. Thesehave been the inevitable resultof circumstances which itwas
not in thepowerof Government to overrule, though itmightperhaps modify them to some extent. Savage tribes cannot
compete withcivilized man, and cannot, consequentlyendurehim. To getridof him, therefore, and to recoverwhat theyfancy they have lost solely tbruuqb his instrumentality, theyiuvariably have recourse to the vulgar means of fight andslaughter whenever it appears to them they have a chanceof success.

But let it once be made apparent to them that theyhave no chance of succeeding in ousting the white man,they will submit and become peaceable neighbours. The
policy, which, whilst it acts patiently yet firmly with theNatives, opens up the country by means of roads, and fills-the districts inhabited by them with immigrants, is theonly wise humane and efficacious policy. If the Nativesarrive at theconclusion that are out-numbered by determinedEuropeans, ready to punish aggression with due severity,
there is an end to Maori wars. The blame of the present
stateof the Waikato, ifblame be due any one or any thing,
except the Maoris themselves, must be attributed to thedelay that has taken place in settling a sufficientnumber of
white peoplein the country.

Thebreak down of the immigration scheme may have
been inevitable, but it is a great calamity. Immigration is
not only thecheapest way of developing the resources of the
country, butalso the cheapest and most efficacious mode of
solving the Nativedifficulty. Itis to be regretted, therefore,
that narrow-minded national and religious prejudices havestood in the way of the success of a measure so necessiry for
the ptace and prosperity of New Zealand.Mhat a contrastbetween this folly and theconduct ofthe Brazilian Government for example! Brazil is aCatholic Empire; the Cathoiic religion is establishedthere, and the people almost without an exception
Catholic. Yet this Empire seeks for immigrants to thenumber of three or four hundred thousand inEngland.
National and religious prejudices are not permitted to
blind the statesmenofBrazil, and render a great schemeabortive. Itis reported that one who has much to dowithour immigration scheme solemnly declared that he wouldbe no party to the introduction of Irishmen into this
Colony, thathe would not help to establish PoperyWe.Therecan be no donbt that the manner in which the
scheme wasworked for a long time renders the truth ofthis report extremelyprobable;and the following declara-tion, which has been placed in our hands, will show theanimus of those who manage the Provincial immigration ofOtago. The document is authentic, bu-we omit thenames,because thepersonwbomade the declaration beforewitness,aftera few days, returned and requestedhis nameshould not bepublished, as he feareditspublication wouldpreventhim from gettingemployment.

"I> > & native of County Deny, Ireland, havingapplied for an assisted passage to New Zealand, to ,
of » was told that Icouldnotgetanassisted passage,
as no Catholic would get it. He, the agent, said if
(theperson applying) went under the name of aProtes-
tanthe could get assistance,but not otherwise."

This manrefused to callhimself aprotestant,and paid
the full passage money toDuuedin.

THE NATIVE DIFFICULTY.- ITS SOLUTION.
A CONTRAST.

It is fortunate for Mr Mr Stafford ar.d his party that they
arenot in office. Did theynow administer the aff.iirs of the
Colony, the present unhappy state of many amongst the
Maories wouldbe attiibuted to them, and they wouldfind it
hard to persuade the public no blame attached to them. The
fi.ct of their beingin opposition at thepresentmomentproves
the charge would be groundless; and such evidence is of
great value to them as a politicalparty. On the otherhand
it maybe said:had they been in power, such a state of
things could not have arisen. But the answer would be:
when they were inpowersuch a state of things, and evena
worse one,did exist.
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