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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Saturday, May 31, 1873, ™

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC
BENEFIT SOCIETY.
(Qamarn Times.) .
Tug 8t, John's Branch, being No. 76 of this Society, was opened in
the Voluuteer Hall on Tuesday evening last, by Mr M. C. Joice, the
delegate from the Chief Branch, Victorin. At 8 p.m. the members to
be initiated, forly-three in number, took their places at the head of the
table, and Mr Joice, wearing the gold-fringed collar and scarf of the
office, eddressed them, explaining the objects of the Seciety, and
urging upon ail the necessity of making provision for the future.
None could count on u day, and all were exposed to many accidents,
Such a Society offered grent advantopes to its members, and had an
influence for good on the outside public. He urzed upon the
members the nsceesity of guarding sgainst anything that would cause
ecandul, and to sce to it that the promises which they had wade, in
public, were fulfilled, They had no secret signs or passwords, all their
proceedir gs were open to the light of dny, as in the light of day their
conduet would be judged. He wished to mention that at all their
mectings—whatever business they had to transact, there was always a
chair for a reporter for the Press, This was the 76th Lodge which
was now open, and he could swy with pleasare that it Lad as fair a pros-
pect beforo it as any Lodge which he had had the plensure of opening.
He wished them every success. The collective strength of the Society
now amounted to about 4000. None but practical members of the
Roman Catholie Church were admitted to mermbership.

He then called the President (Mr M. Graut) to stand forward,
and having given him the necessary instructions for the conduct of his
d?ties us head of the Lodge, invested him with the collar of his
OraCY,

The Vice-President, Mr Jaremiah Markham ; the Secretary, Mr
d. Joice; the Treasurer, Mr James Murkham; the Guardisn, Mr
James Hanran ; and the Warden, Mr J. Cohill, were also invested in
due form, and three cheers having been given for the delegate, this
part of the proceedings terminated,

THE DINNER.

The approaches to the Hall and the Hall itself were decorated
with evergreons and flags, among the latter being a banner cleverly
puinted by Mr Kennedy, on a green ground, with the Harp of Erin
and the letters H.A C.B.3., displayed thereon. Fhe tables were
liberally spread—poultry, and the more substantial refreshments still,
in the shape of rounds and sirloins of beef, tastefuliy garnished, being
in abundance sufficient for a liost. Certainly the caterer (Mr Haxnley)
wae determined that there should be nothing wantingon his part to
secure the enjoymeat of all present, and undoubtedly all did enjoy
themselves. Neurly 150 persons sat down to the dinver, which was in
all respects the most successful which has tuken place in Oamaru for

enrs.
7 Full justice having been done to the libernl repnst provided,

The Chawrman, before giving the first toast, read an apology from
His Worship the Mayor, stating that he was unavoidably prevented
from being present. He then briefly addressed the cowpany, staling
that he was pleased to see so large a pathering; not only because it
showed the progress which the Catholic Ohureh had made in the dis-
trict, but because there were present wmembers of many different
denominations. A few years ago the Catholies in the district were
but a handful, they might be counted by tens ; now they were to be
sounted by hundreds, Some 13 or 14 years ago lLe remembered
Father Moreau—who was one of the best men who ever trod New
Zealand soil—(heas, hear)visiting Mr Filleuls station, Papakeio, and
that at that time there wus ouly one Catholic to be found among sl
the hands, and he was almost ashamed to be in o minority of one, and
truvelled to Dunedin. (Laughter.) Times were changed now ; the
Catholics were numerous in the Province, and had now a complete
Church organisation, and he was glad to suy that }ie was one of th
principsd movers in the elfort which had resulted in the founding of a
Cutlrolic See in Otage. Huwever, he did not intend to make a speeth,
but would call upon them to respend to o toast which would be
honored by all, whether Catholics or Protestants—* Her Majesty the

ueen.”
@ This tonst having been duly honored,

My Joice sang the * The Irishman* in excellent voice, and being
encored, gave ¢ Rich and rare were the pems she wore.”

“ The Prince of Wales and Royal Family ” was the next tonss,
and was heartily received.

Song—Mr Corrigan—" Pat Molioy.”

“The Governor and Pavliement of New Zealand,” coupled with
the name of Mr Steward, M-H.R., was drunk with musical honors.

Mr Stewsrd, in replying, said that he did not believe in making
an occasion of this gort e peg whercon to heng o political speech, and
therefure should inflict no politics upon them. 'There was a time for
everythivg, o time to speak and a timo to kvep silence, and he mighy
add, a time to dance ; and as they were all (himself included) looking
forward to the plessure of o dance that evening, he should mot be

the * jolly good fellow” they said he was if e took up the time by
talking, He would, therefore, mevely thank them, on the belulf of the
Parlinment of the Colony for the toast, and on behalf of himseli for
the manner in which his name had been received.

“The Army, Navy, and Volunteers,” proposed by the chair, and
coupled with the nume of Major Steward, was duly honored and
roplied to. .

The toast ‘“The Land of our Birth,” was given by the Vice-
Chairman, and drank with cheers.

The tonst of the evening, “Success to the St. John's Braneh of
the H.A.C.B.8.,,”" was proposed by Dr. Gleeson, and received with
three timea three.

The hour being now advanced, the remainder of the programme
was cut out, and three cheers having been given for the Chair, the
room was quickly cleared for the Ball. )

Dancing com» enced about half-past eleven, und was kept up with
epirit till about 530 am., there being neurly 200 persons present.

All seemed thoroughly to enjoy themselves, and the whole proceedings
passed off without  hitch.” The H.A.C.R.S. must be congratulated
upon the success which has atteuded their initial celabration, and when,
they hold an anniversary “May T be there to see.” :

BISHOP VIARD.

Our Wellington correspondent supplies us with the jol

of the life of Btal.:op Vined : ~The avfuiversnry of the d:l;:)'l]\o:)l;‘egl: kit:t]il
Buishop Viard being so near at hand, it may be interesting to maﬁ to
rend u short account of the venersble prelate’s life, i[gr. Plnllrli
Joseph Viard was born at Lyons on Ostober 11th, 1809, Ha w
curate at 3¢ Louis de la Gruillotiers, in the town of Ly;:ns . nud
being seized with an ardent desire to presch the gospel to the ;nva ;
tribes in the Pacific Qcean, he solicited admiesion suto the Societ %f
Mary. He proncunced his vows ou May 19th, 1839, ¢, Feu{t of
Pentecost. In the following Juno ke set” out from Iop lon for tha
Papific Qcean, accompanied by the Rev. Futhers J. 3. Petit-deun, of
the Diocese of Liyons, A. J, Cheveon, of the Divevse of Belley am’i T
B. Comte, of the Diovese of Puy, and a brother coadjator, Of chese.
the Hev. Father Petit-Jean is thie only one still laboripe amonget us’
The Rov. Father Viard preached the Grospel sucnessive io the lar, e.
tribe of Taurangas, in the Bay of Plenty, to the natives of the islancgig
of Wallis, and to the natives of New Onledonin. Called to Sydney by
his superiors, he found a pountifical bull waiting for him, which
nominated him Bishop of Orthoss, én partibus, and coadjub(;r to the
Apostolic Vicar of the Pucific Oceun.  He was consecrated Bishop by
the Right Rev. Dr Polding, Biskop of Sydney, on Junuvary 6th, 1846
and he returned to hus Maorie in New Zealund. He wag n(;t ]ong,-
coadjutor, the Holy See having divided the diocese into fwo, M
Viard was designated Administrabor to the new Diocess of Wallingtog;
on June 20th, 1848, and on July 30th, 1860, ho becana titulsl
Bishop. The discovery, in 18¢1, of the Qtago gold flelds dvew
large EKuropeun population info the Divcese of Wellington,

Irné)ortant towns avose in the place of the Mfnowi villages,
and it scen became necessary to build churches, and to

eatablish schools. The priests of the diccess were not auflis
ciently numerous to sapply the wants of the Colony.  Mgr.
Viard resolved upon geing to Europe to seek for more aid,  This was
in 1868. To Bishop Viard's great satisfaction, the two southern Pro-
vinces of New Zenland, Otago and Bouthiand, were formed into a

Bishoprie, and the vpew See was established at Dunedin,  After
the suspension of the Vatican Cpuncil, Mgr. Viard, takina advantage
of the liberty which sad events gave him, again set forth for Now
Zealund, where he arrived in good health en March 19, 1872, acoom-

ponied by Rev. Father O'Reilly, M., L. Cumumics, and J, M., Tressalet. .
The health of Bishop Viard scemed to us so good that we thought he
wounld be spared to us a long while ; but we soon perceived that his
energy was nut what it used to be—insensibly his strength failed. In
March, 1872, fllusion was no longer possible, and on the 2nd June

1872, ho breathed lis last. Abe fumeral took place on the Oth, snd
will not soon be forgoticu. 8o larse an assembly of peopls had ﬁever
before been sean in Wellington, and Bishop Viard, first Bishop of
Woeilington, was buried in the Cathedral of this City, abt the foot of the
oltor of the Blessed Virgio Mary, his patroness.

THE VICTOIAN PRESS ON MR DUFFY'S

KNIGHTHOOD.
(* Bendigo Independent.’)

The telographio news from England confirms the report that the
Queen had heen graciously pleased to confer o knighthood on My
Duffy, in recognition olhis charncter us a mary, and of his zenl and
zhility a8 a politican. A certain jowrnal, whick never misses an
opportunity to defane and traduce Mr Duliy’s character, both publie
and private, Indulged in the wildest burss of disupproval when the
dignity was fvst hinted i, but since the news hus been confirmed it
has maintained & prudent reticence upeh the eubject. The whirligig
of time brings forth its sevenges, and in this insfance the ojeration
has been one of n very swift charucter. We hear it stated that some
countrymen of Mr Dully, whoss conduct cannot be looked upon in any
other light than as judicious, have seen My Duffy upon the subject of
his knighthood, deeming, if we undevsiand their aotion nright, that
My Duffy’s zonnection with Irish pelitics wou'd suffer ifhe aceepted
the honor beld forth. But we submit that Mz Daffy ean acceps it withs
out derogating in any way from prinviples which have aiwsys animated
him-—a desire to see lis nalire land happy and grest. Ho has lived
to see great changes sineo the existence of the Young Iveland puxrty,
and having served so long a3 o statesman and o prominent colonist,
the distinetion might be ucceptel by him as a u well-earned veward for
work fuithifully and earneslly performed. ¥or his own sake, a8 a
means, aul the aurest meuns, of silencing for ever the mouths of his
cowurdly detractors, he should aceept ic 5 and in justics to those who
have bern his wurm suppoiters, who have struck by kim through good
report aud evil roport, he should poermit this practieal refaiation of
the slanders which huve been hiurled at hiiw to take elfect. Now that
they see the politican in wiom they have reposed confidouce receive
the highest mork of consideraiion and approval, it will never do for
Mr Dufy to decline an honor which is equally shared by them.

(* Geslang Advertiser.”)

The Queen has determined tv confer on Mr Dully an honor which
has been bestowed upon olher colonisty juflaitely less cupable, and
aseuredly not more worthy of it.  An able staiesmap, an accomplished
man, u fine spenker, the foverncst exponent of that Federution of the
Colonies which the Imperial Governweut so much desire, the British
Cubinet has thonght ¢ to reccommend him for this honor, Who is to
deeide his title to it. His ensmies who deaied bim every virtue ; his
{riends who exagpgerate his merits ; more dispassionate persons, who
admit his faults Lut recogrise slso his great talencs and lofty nims ;3 or
the Imperial Government, which, uoinfAneuced hy dislikes or proclivi-
ties, swayed by no local or politicul antipathiss, ia able to form a judge-
mput more just than friends or enomjes? The * Argns’ is an jadmirs




